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We must hold those responsible ac-

countable, including using Global 
Magnitsky Sanctions. At the same 
time, the House of Representatives 
must pass the supplemental funding re-
quest to help support the Ukrainians 
fighting against Putin’s repression. 

The fight against Putin in Ukraine is 
also the fight against Putin in Russia. 
This is something Navalny clearly un-
derstood when he said: 

Russia must leave Ukraine alone and allow 
it to develop the way its people want. 

I realize there is a painful sadness for 
so many across the Russian commu-
nity in the wake of Navalny’s death. It 
is a terrible loss. But remember what 
he told us: 

If they decide to kill me, it means that we 
are incredibly strong. 

Navalny personified what Havel long 
ago described as ‘‘the power of the pow-
erless.’’ So to the friends and family of 
Alexei Navalny and all those in Putin’s 
prisons, to the Ukrainian people fight-
ing against the Russian war machine, 
to the Russian diaspora who still 
dream of returning home, don’t give up 
hope. Have faith that we will one day 
see a peaceful and prosperous and 
democratic Russia where freedom and 
justice reign. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Connecticut. 
Mr. MURPHY. Madam President, I 

ask unanimous consent that I be al-
lowed to finish my remarks before the 
scheduled vote. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

TRIBUTE TO ROBERT WEISS 

Mr. MURPHY. Madam President, my 
colleagues, I come to the floor today to 
celebrate a remarkable man, a really 
important friend of mine, an irreplace-
able member of a community that is 
very important to me. Monsignor Rob-
ert Weiss—more affectionately known 
as Father Bob—retired last month 
from his post at St. Rose of Lima 
Church in Newton, CT. 

A Florida native, Father Bob was 
just a teenager when he heard his call-
ing to join the priesthood. In 1968, he 
entered St. Bernard’s Seminary in 
Rochester, NY. He was ordained 5 years 
later. 

His first assignment led him to St. 
Andrew Parish in Bridgeport, CT, and 
26 years later, he was assigned to St. 
Rose in Newton, CT, what became his 
last job in the church. Father Bob gave 
his final sermon just weeks ago. 

I am going to tell you the story in a 
moment of why Father Bob is a house-
hold name in Connecticut. He is a hero 
to many of us, forged by fire and trag-
edy. But that is not the sum of Robert 
Weiss because during his 50 years in 
the priesthood, he has brought such 
great joy to the people and the families 
he has served. He is such an easy per-
son to talk to. You just meet him for 
the first time, and you see why it is no 
wonder that over his years of leader-
ship, thousands and thousands of pa-

rishioners have sought out his counsel 
and advice, confided in him, relied 
upon him. He has this wonderful smile, 
a buoyancy to him. He will admit that 
a little bit of that has been robbed 
from him in the last 10 years, but it 
does just make you feel better just by 
being around him. He is also wise. He 
has a gravitas about him that he car-
ries with him. It just makes you feel 
safer. It makes you feel cared for when 
you are around him. 

He cares about his church commu-
nity. He helped grow St. Rose, but he 
cares about the community beyond the 
church just as heartily. He reaches out 
and builds bridges between religious in-
stitutions, between church and state, 
between believers and nonbelievers. He 
isn’t judgmental. He is a consensus- 
and community-builder. He is an ex-
ceptional leader. That is who he was 
before December 14, 2012. That is who 
he has been after December 14, 2012. 
But that is the day, whether he likes it 
or not, that defines his career. 

It started out like any other day for 
Father Bob. He went to his favorite 
diner in Sandy Hook. He ordered his 
usual: French toast. He was going to 
spend the morning wrapping Christmas 
presents. He didn’t have a mass that 
day. Then he got a call from the New-
ton Police Department: A gunman had 
opened fire at Sandy Hook Elementary 
School. 

He told the administrators at St. 
Rose School, the school affiliated with 
his church, to put the students in 
lockdown, and then he drove to Sandy 
Hook. He stopped at the firehouse, 
where parents and teachers and kids 
were waiting. He went to the parking 
lot of the school. The State police offi-
cer on the scene asked him if he would 
bless the children—the 20 bodies that 
lay on the floor of that school—and the 
6 educators who lay on the floor as 
well, all waiting to be identified. So he 
stood at the front door of that build-
ing, knowing that those children and 
those educators were no longer living 
on this Earth, and he prayed for them. 

Then he went back to the firehouse, 
where he stayed for the rest of the day 
and held the hands of these parents as 
they waited to find out whether their 
child was in that school dead or some-
where alive. He had officiated the wed-
dings of these parents. He had baptized 
these children. These parents had con-
fessed their regrets and their fears to 
him. 

By 3 p.m., Governor Malloy had 
alerted the families who remained at 
that firehouse about the fate of their 
children. But Father Bob’s day wasn’t 
done. He led an impromptu service at 
St. Rose that evening. Senator 
BLUMENTHAL and I were there. It was 
maybe the most emotional night of my 
life when Father Bob, with no time to 
prepare, stood up in front of thousands 
who had come to grieve that tragedy at 
his church—because that is where so 
many of the families belonged—and he 
told the crowd: Evil visited us today, 
but we have to get through it, and we 
have to find some good. 

Even after the service, Father Bob 
didn’t stop. From there, he joined the 
State police until 1 or 2 a.m. in the 
morning so that he could be there when 
the final body identifications were 
made and he could be there with the 
parents when they were given that 
final, awful, tragic news. 

The following week, Father Bob offi-
ciated 8 of the 26 funerals. They were 
all students at St. Rose’s religious edu-
cation program. He wrote eight hom-
ilies. He picked three lessons from each 
of their short lives that the community 
could learn from. 

It is hard for me to explain to you 
what Father Bob meant to that com-
munity in those days, in those weeks 
and months after. In many ways, he 
was the emotional sponge for that en-
tire community, not just for his parish-
ioners. He was so unbelievably gen-
erous with himself, with his time, and 
with his heart—in one-on-one time 
with those who were grieving; in big 
groups who needed to hear some spir-
itual guidance, who needed one of the 
preeminent religious leaders in the 
community to make sense of what hap-
pened; and on television, where Father 
Bob would speak for the community, 
relieving that burden from so many 
others who weren’t yet ready to proc-
ess and talk about what all of this 
meant. 

He did it all: the one-on-one hand 
holding, the group counseling, the 
spokesman for the community. 

The Catholic Church requires bishops 
retire upon their 75th birthday. But 
when Father Bob’s 75th birthday was 
around the corner in September of 2021, 
he realized he wasn’t ready to be done. 

In his resignation letter, he re-
quested a very rare extension to stay 
on at St. Rose of Lima for 2 more years 
because he wanted to mark the 10th an-
niversary of Sandy Hook. He wanted to 
see through that journey the first dec-
ade after this tragedy that had ripped a 
hole in the heart of the community 
that he loved so much. 

I remember talking to Father Bob at 
that moment when he decided to stay 
on. He acknowledged what he had gone 
through, how much pain he had experi-
enced, how different he was from the 
man that took that job. But he still 
knew that he had to see that finish 
line, at least the first decade after the 
tragedy. 

Father Bob may have celebrated his 
final mass as pastor of St. Rose of 
Lima Church, but he will remain a pil-
lar of this community. We will never, 
ever forget how in the days, weeks, and 
years after that tragedy in Sandy 
Hook, he led with his heart on his 
sleeve. He helped heal a broken com-
munity. More than anyone else, he 
bore the burden, separate and aside 
from the families who bore the major-
ity of that burden. 

Father Bob’s career would have been 
remarkable even if December 14, 2012, 
never happened. But what he did that 
day, what he did in the days and the 
weeks and years that followed, that 
makes him a legend. 
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NOMINATION OF JULIE SIMONE SNEED 

Mr. DURBIN. Madam President, 
today, the Senate will vote to confirm 
Julie Sneed to the U.S. District Court 
for the Middle District of Florida. 

Born in Fort Lauderdale, FL, Judge 
Sneed received her B.S. from the Uni-
versity of Florida and her J.D. from 
Florida State University. After com-
pleting law school, Judge Sneed 
clerked for Judge Chris W. Altenbernd 
of the Second District Court of Appeal 
of Florida before beginning her legal 
career as a litigation associate at 
Trenam, Kemker, Scharf, Barkin, Frye, 
O’Neill & Mullis, P.A. After clerking 
for Judge James D. Whittemore on the 
U.S. District Court for the Middle Dis-
trict of Florida, she continued her liti-
gation career at Fowler White Boggs 
Banker, P.A. and Akerman LLP, where 
she represented large corporations in 
civil business and commercial litiga-
tion in State and Federal courts. In 
2015, Judge Sneed was appointed to 
serve as a U.S. magistrate judge for the 
same district to which she is nomi-
nated, where she has since issued more 
than 1,000 orders and opinions. 

The American Bar Association unani-
mously rated Judge Sneed ‘‘well quali-
fied’’ to serve on the district court, and 
she has the strong support of Senators 
Rubio and Scott. 

Judge Sneed’s deep ties to the Flor-
ida legal community, combined with 
her courtroom experience on and off 
the bench, will make her ready to serve 
the Middle District of Florida with dis-
tinction. 

I urge my colleagues to support her 
nomination. 

Mr. MURPHY. I yield the floor. 
VOTE ON SNEED NOMINATION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the question is, Will 
the Senate advise and consent to the 
Sneed nomination? 

Mr. DAINES. I ask for the yeas and 
nays. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 
sufficient second? 

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

called the roll. 
Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 

Senator from Minnesota (Ms. KLO-
BUCHAR) and the Senator from Min-
nesota (Ms. SMITH) are necessarily ab-
sent. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms. 
BALDWIN). Are there any other Sen-
ators in the Chamber desiring to vote? 

The result was announced—yeas 54, 
nays 44, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 56 Ex.] 

YEAS—54 

Baldwin 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Booker 
Brown 
Butler 
Cantwell 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 

Collins 
Coons 
Cortez Masto 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Fetterman 
Gillibrand 
Graham 
Hassan 
Heinrich 

Hickenlooper 
Hirono 
Kaine 
Kelly 
King 
Luján 
Manchin 
Markey 
Menendez 
Merkley 

Murkowski 
Murphy 
Murray 
Ossoff 
Padilla 
Peters 
Reed 
Rosen 

Rubio 
Sanders 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Scott (FL) 
Shaheen 
Sinema 
Stabenow 

Tester 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Warnock 
Warren 
Welch 
Whitehouse 
Wyden 

NAYS—44 

Barrasso 
Blackburn 
Boozman 
Braun 
Britt 
Budd 
Capito 
Cassidy 
Cornyn 
Cotton 
Cramer 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Daines 
Ernst 

Fischer 
Grassley 
Hagerty 
Hawley 
Hoeven 
Hyde-Smith 
Johnson 
Kennedy 
Lankford 
Lee 
Lummis 
Marshall 
McConnell 
Moran 
Mullin 

Paul 
Ricketts 
Risch 
Romney 
Rounds 
Schmitt 
Scott (SC) 
Sullivan 
Thune 
Tillis 
Tuberville 
Vance 
Wicker 
Young 

NOT VOTING—2 

Klobuchar Smith 

The nomination was confirmed. 

f 

CLOTURE MOTION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant 
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the 
Senate the pending cloture motion, 
which the clerk will state. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 469, Melissa 
Damian, of Florida, to be United States Dis-
trict Judge for the Southern District of Flor-
ida. 

Charles E. Schumer, Richard J. Durbin, 
Brian Schatz, Mazie K. Hirono, Tina 
Smith, Gary C. Peters, Amy Klo-
buchar, Raphael G. Warnock, Catherine 
Cortez Masto, Alex Padilla, Mark R. 
Warner, Tim Kaine, Sheldon White-
house, Martin Heinrich, Christopher A. 
Coons, Margaret Wood Hassan, Peter 
Welch. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum 
call has been waived. 

The question is, Is it the sense of the 
Senate that debate on the nomination 
of Melissa Damian, of Florida, to be 
United States District Judge for the 
Southern District of Florida, shall be 
brought to a close? 

The yeas and nays are mandatory 
under the rule. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant executive clerk 

called the roll. 
Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 

Senator from New Jersey (Mr. BOOKER), 
the Senator from Minnesota (Ms. KLO-
BUCHAR), and the Senator from Min-
nesota (Ms. SMITH) are necessarily ab-
sent. 

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 77, 
nays 20, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 57 Ex.] 

YEAS—77 

Baldwin 
Barrasso 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 

Boozman 
Brown 
Budd 
Butler 

Cantwell 
Capito 
Cardin 
Carper 

Casey 
Cassidy 
Collins 
Coons 
Cornyn 
Cortez Masto 
Cotton 
Cramer 
Cruz 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Ernst 
Fetterman 
Gillibrand 
Graham 
Grassley 
Hassan 
Heinrich 
Hickenlooper 
Hirono 
Hyde-Smith 
Kaine 

Kelly 
Kennedy 
King 
Lee 
Luján 
Lummis 
Manchin 
Markey 
McConnell 
Menendez 
Merkley 
Moran 
Murkowski 
Murphy 
Murray 
Ossoff 
Padilla 
Peters 
Reed 
Ricketts 
Romney 
Rosen 

Rounds 
Rubio 
Sanders 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Scott (FL) 
Shaheen 
Sinema 
Stabenow 
Tester 
Tillis 
Van Hollen 
Vance 
Warner 
Warnock 
Warren 
Welch 
Whitehouse 
Wicker 
Wyden 
Young 

NAYS—20 

Blackburn 
Braun 
Britt 
Crapo 
Daines 
Fischer 
Hagerty 

Hawley 
Hoeven 
Johnson 
Lankford 
Marshall 
Mullin 
Paul 

Risch 
Schmitt 
Scott (SC) 
Sullivan 
Thune 
Tuberville 

NOT VOTING—3 

Booker Klobuchar Smith 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms. BUT-
LER). On this vote, the yeas are 77, the 
nays are 20. 

The motion was agreed to. 
f 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will report the nomination. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

read the nomination of Melissa 
Damian, of Florida, to be United States 
District Judge for the Southern Dis-
trict of Florida. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Texas. 

TEXAS INDEPENDENCE DAY 
Mr. CRUZ. On Saturday, March 2, the 

great State of Texas will celebrate 188 
years since we declared our independ-
ence from Mexico and fought for lib-
erty. In the fight for our independence, 
many brave Texans laid down their 
lives at the Alamo, including William 
Barret Travis, James Bowie, and Davy 
Crockett. They risked everything to 
make liberty a reality for generations 
of Texans to come. 

It is a tradition on Texas Independ-
ence Day to read the words of Colonel 
Travis, leader of the besieged forces at 
the Alamo. His call for reinforcements 
resounded across Texas, across Amer-
ica, and across the world, and it re-
minds us of the bravery of those who 
fought there and died for liberty. 

I have had the blessing to read this 
letter aloud many, many times, and 
every time, it stirs the spirit and 
speaks to the heart. 

COMMANDANCY OF THE ALAMO, 
Bejar, Feby 24th. 1836. 

TO THE PEOPLE OF TEXAS & ALL AMERICANS 
IN THE WORLD— 

Fellow Citizens & compatriots— 
I am besieged, by a thousand or more of 

the Mexicans under Santa Anna—I have sus-
tained a continual Bombardment & can-
nonade for 24 hours & have not lost a man— 
The enemy has demanded a surrender at dis-
cretion, otherwise, the garrison are to be put 
to the sword, if the fort is taken—I have an-
swered the demand with a cannon shot, & 
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