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name. President Reagan called me
Mitch O’Donnell. Close enough, I
thought.

My wife Elaine and I got married on
President Reagan’s birthday, February
6. It is probably not the most romantic
thing to admit, but Reagan meant a lot
to both of us. For 31 years, Elaine has
been the love of my life, and I am eter-
nally grateful to have her by my side.

I think back to my first days in the
Senate with deep appreciation for the
time that helped shape my view of the
world. I am unconflicted about the
good within our country and the irre-
placeable role we play as the leader of
the free world. That is why I worked so
hard to get the national security pack-
age passed earlier this month.

Believe me, I know the politics with-
in my party at this particular moment
in time. I have many faults. Misunder-
standing politics is not one of them.

That said, I believe more strongly
than ever that America’s global leader-
ship is essential to preserving the shin-
ing city on a hill that Ronald Reagan
discussed. For as long as I am drawing
breath on this Earth, I will defend
American exceptionalism.

So, as I have been thinking about
when I would deliver some news to the
Senate, I always imagined a moment
when I had total clarity and peace
about the sunset of my work, a mo-
ment when I am certain I have helped
preserve the ideals I so strongly be-
lieve. That day arrived today.

My goals when I was narrowly elect-
ed to the Senate in 1984 were fairly
modest: Do a good job for the people of
Kentucky and convince them that, by
doing so, they might rehire me for a
second term. That was it. That was the
plan. If you would have told me, 40
years later, that I would stand before
you as the longest serving Senate lead-
er in American history, frankly, I
would have thought you had lost your
mind.

I have the honor of representing Ken-
tucky in the Senate longer than any-
one else in our State’s history. I just
never could have imagined—never
could have imagined—that happening
when I arrived here in 1984 at 42. I am
filled with heartfelt gratitude and hu-
mility for the opportunity.

But now it is 2024. I am now 82. As
Ecclesiastes tells us, ‘“To everything
there is a season, and a time to every
purpose under Heaven.”

To serve Kentucky in the Senate has
been the honor of my life. To lead my
Republican colleagues has been the
highest privilege. But one of life’s most
underappreciated talents is to know
when it is time to move on to life’s
next chapter.

So I stand before you today, Mr.
President and my colleagues, to say
this will be my last term as Republican
leader of the Senate. I am not going
anywhere any time soon. However, 1
will complete the job my colleagues
have given me until we select a new
leader in November and they take the
helm next January. I will finish the job
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the people of Kentucky hired me to do,
as well, albeit from a different seat.
And I am actually looking forward to
that.

So it is time for me to think about
another season.

I love the Senate. It has been my life.
There may be more distinguished Mem-
bers of this body throughout our his-
tory, but I doubt there were any with
more admiration for the Senate. After
all this time, I still get a thrill walking
into the Capitol and especially on this
venerable floor, knowing that we—each
of us—have the honor to represent our
States and do the important work of
our country.

But Father Time remains undefeated.
I am no longer the young man sitting
in the back, hoping colleagues would
remember my name. It is time for the
next generation of leadership.

As Henry Clay said in this very body
in 1850, ‘“The Constitution of the
United States was not made merely for
the generation that then existed, but
for posterity—unlimited, undefined,
endless, perpetual posterity.”

So time rolls on. There will be a new
custodian of this great institution next
year. It won’t surprise you to know I
intend to turn this job over to a Repub-
lican majority leader. I have full con-
fidence in my conference to choose my
replacement and lead our country for-
ward.

There will be other times to remi-
nisce. I am immensely proud of the ac-
complishments I have played some role
in obtaining for the American people.
Today is not the day to discuss all of
that because, as I said earlier, I am not
going anywhere anytime soon.

There are many challenges we must
meet to deliver for the American peo-
ple, and each will have my full effort
and attention.

I still have enough gas in my tank to
thoroughly disappoint my critics, and I
intend to do so with all the enthusiasm
with which they have become accus-
tomed.

So to my colleagues, thank you for
entrusting me with our success. It has
been an honor to work with each of
you. There will be plenty of time to ex-
press my gratitude in greater detail as
I sprint toward the finish line, which is
now in sight.

I yield the floor.

(Applause, Senators rising.)

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Maine.

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, I just
want to very briefly recognize my good
friend, the Republican leader, for his
extraordinary service, not only to our
caucus but, more important, to the
Senate as an institution and to our
country.

His tenure as leader will be remem-
bered, not just for its historic lon-
gevity but also for his unparalleled de-
votion to this great institution, which
he has always defended.

I also admire the leader for stepping
forward when it wasn’t popular to do
the right thing for our country and for
our world.
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There will be plenty of time for all of
us to honor him in more detail as time
goes on, but I felt compelled to speak
today to thank him—to thank him—for
devoting his life to public service for
all the right reasons: to improve the
lives of the people living in our great
country.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Alabama.

BORDER SECURITY

Mr. TUBERVILLE. Mr. President:

I do solemnly swear or affirm that I will
support and defend the Constitution of the
United States against all enemies, foreign
and domestic; that I will bear true faith and
allegiance to the same; that I take this obli-
gation freely, without any mental reserva-
tion or purpose of evasion; and that I will
well and faithfully discharge the duties of
the office on which I am about to enter. So
help me God.

That is the oath that we all take
once we become Senators of the United
States.

Just imagine that you are Allyson
and John Phillips. Last Thursday
afternoon, you get a phone call from
law enforcement in Athens, GA. The
voice on the other end of the phone
says that your daughter has been mur-
dered by an illegal immigrant. I cannot
imagine what that feels like. I cannot
even begin to understand the shock and
sadness and anger.

Laken Riley was a nursing student at
Augusta, GA, this past year. On
Wednesday morning, she went out for a
jog on the campus of the University of
Georgia. She never came back. Police
found her body in the woods a few
hours later around noontime. She was
covered with blood and injuries from
head to toe.

An autopsy found that she died of
blunt force trauma to the head. The
charging documents in this case say
that her skull was disfigured. This was
a brutal murder of an innocent young
woman.

Laken Riley was just 22 years old.
She had her whole life ahead of her.
She had a bright future. Now that fu-
ture will never be realized.

You know, I spent 40 years of my life
on college campuses. I have dedicated
my life to coaching young adults, but I
wasn’t just a coach; I was also a men-
tor. There is mnothing more heart-
breaking than losing a promising
young person like Laken Riley, and I
want to offer my condolences to the
Riley family.

Our No. 1 commodity in this country
is our young people. Laken’s death is
even more heartbreaking because it
could have been prevented and should
have been prevented. On Friday night,
police arrested and charged Jose Anto-
nio Ibarra with malice murder, felony
murder, aggravated battery, aggra-
vated assault, false imprisonment, kid-
napping, and hindering a 911 call.

Jose Ibarra is an illegal immigrant
from Venezuela. In other words, he
should never have been in this country
in the first place. This brutal and hor-
rific murder would have been prevented
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if Joe Biden and Democrats had done
their job by enforcing the law.

Jose Ibarra crossed the southern bor-
der in El Paso in September of 2022, a
year and a half ago. He was paroled
into our country, and I will talk about
parole here in just a minute. His social
media accounts show that he went
from El Paso to New York City. New
York is a sanctuary State and city.
That means that illegals who commit
crimes will not be turned over to the
immigration police when their jail
time is up.

This is an open invitation by New
York City to criminals. We have a lot
of these sanctuary cities in our coun-
try today. According to ICE immigra-
tion police, he was arrested just b
months ago in New York, charged with
acting in a manner to injure a child
and for driving without a license. Spe-
cifically, he was arrested for allegedly
endangering a b5-year-old child, 5
months ago.

Athens police called the murder of
Laken Riley a crime of opportunity. In
other words, this was, essentially, a
random act of violence. It could have
been anyone’s daughter. She did abso-
lutely nothing wrong.

So my question is: Where are Geor-
gia’s Senators today? What are Georgia
Senators doing to secure the border, to
protect more people like Liaken Riley?
Where is their outrage? Soon, the Sen-
ate will hold a trial on articles of im-
peachment against Secretary of Home-
land Security Mayorkas, the guy that
is in charge of our border.

Georgia Senators, how are they going
to vote when the trial comes up? Are
they going to vote for Secretary
Mayorkas since he has been impeached
in the House? Because he is the one
that let this killer in.

Are Senators from border States like
California and Arizona going to save
Mayorkas’ job, the job that he has re-
fused to do for the last 3% years? We
will find out and find out soon.

In the House, every single Democrat
fell in line and voted—and voted to
save Mayorkas’ job just a few weeks
ago, every single Democrat—and the
guy hasn’t done his job in 3% years.

Every single House Democrat en-
dorsed the job that Secretary
Mayorkas is doing; that includes five
Democrats from the State of Georgia
where Laken Riley was Kkilled.

In a separate vote, 150 House Demo-
crats voted against deporting illegals
who had been convicted of drunk driv-
ing.

Mr. President, 150, all Democrats,
voted against deporting illegals if they
got caught drunk driving. That in-
cludes all five of Georgia’s Democrats
in the House.

This is today’s Democrat Party, and
I go back to the oath that we all took
to protect domestic and foreign, to pro-
tect.

Are Senate Democrats going to put
their political careers on the line by
continuing to support the least popular
President in modern history, who has
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not done his job at the border? We will
soon find out.

Or are they going to stand beside
somebody who has broken the law? If
Laken Riley were my daughter—if
Laken Riley were my daughter, Sec-
retary Mayorkas would have a lot more
to worry about than a pending im-
peachment trial. He would need to go
into hiding. It is embarrassing to this
country of how these people are hold-
ing people accountable under the law.

I would do everything in my power to
ensure he never forgot her name and
that his inaction led to her death.
Blood is on his hands.

I cannot possibly understand what
this family is going through today. But
for open borders—all the open-border
crowd—she is just collateral damage,
just somebody else that has been mur-
dered. It won’t be talked about again.
Don’t worry about it. All we care about
is votes. All we care about is power.

To Democrats in this administration,
Laken Riley is just another sacrifice
on the altar of woke ideology. The
blame for this crime lies with this ad-
ministration and with the Democratic
Senate majority. Democrats run Wash-
ington right now. The buck stops with
them. They uphold the laws.

Democrats could have stopped this if
they would have secured the border, if
they had done their job. But they have
utterly refused for the last 3% years.

In fact, this administration has done
exactly the opposite. This is globalism.
This is putting the interest of other
countries ahead of our own country,
our own people, our own citizens.

Joe Biden has effectively erased our
southern border—we don’t have a bor-
der—and has invited the world in with
no oversight or plan to figure out who
is here and why.

I have been talking about this issue
since I was elected to office 3 years
ago. Nearly every American—excuse
me. Nearly every Republican has been
talking about it in both the House and
the Senate.

I haven’t seen Georgia Senators down
here on the floor sounding the alarm
on the southern border, not one time in
the last 3% years. I haven’t seen Cali-
fornia Senators giving speeches about
the border and why is it open, because
they are being overrun. I haven’t seen
Arizona Senators down here giving
speeches on the border: You have got
to help us. Let’s close the border.

I haven’t seen that. I am not sure I
have seen one Democratic Senator on
this floor in the last 3% years talking
about the open borders that we have—
not one.

This is the biggest problem facing
our country by far. President Biden
says it is climate change. You have got
to be kidding me.

Democrats don’t want to talk about
this. Republicans have tried to fix the
problem.

I introduced the Border Safety and
Security Act, which would close the
border until the Federal Government
regained control of operations along
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the southern border. I have sponsored
legislation like H.R. 2, which is the
best border security bill that we have
had. I have offered more than 50 border
amendments to the recently passed na-
tional security supplemental bill—any
one of them which would have helped
fix the border crisis.

Democrats have blocked me and the
Republicans at every turn. They are
the majority of the Senate, and they
control the floor. I understand that.

A few week ago, we almost took up a
so-called border bill from Senator
SCHUMER and Senator MURPHY. They
worked on it for months. For months,
they worked on it—embarrassing. It
was more of a border giveaway—a bor-
der giveaway—than a border bill.

This would have not stopped the
deaths of these young people. It would
not have stopped and prevented the
death of Laken Riley.

Unbelievably, the senior Senator
from California actually opposed it for
being too conservative. The people of
California are suffering because of a
wide-open border, just like all the peo-
ple across our country.

I will just mention a few, starting in
California. Last May, an illegal alien
named Carlos Dominguez stabbed three
people in Davis, CA. Two of them died,
David Breaux and a student named
Karim Najm. A third person was
stabbed but survived, named Kimberlee
Guillory. The alleged attacker in this
case, Carlos Dominguez, came here in
2009 as an unaccompanied minor. He
just had his first preliminary hearing
in court this past week. Where is the
outrage from the California Senators
about the death and the stabbings of
these people?

Let’s talk about Arizona. Last year a
young man named Harly Sellers was
killed by a drunk driver in Fountain
Hills, AZ. The alleged drunk driver who
killed him is named Hilario Ortiz Cruz.
He is an illegal alien who had pre-
viously been deported in 2013.

It is a felony to reenter this country
after being deported. A lot of people
don’t realize that, but it is. We don’t go
by many laws anyway.

Harly Sellers was 29 years old. He
was engaged to be married in just 2
months. That wedding will never hap-
pen. Harly Sellers left behind two
young children, including a 1-year-old
baby named Carter. Carter will never
know his dad.

This was a crime that could have and
should have been prevented. Where are
the Senators from Arizona? Where is
their outrage? The silence is deafening.

Part of the blame for this crime falls
on this city, here in Washington, DC.
This city should be blamed because we
make the laws, and we push the laws.

Just a couple of weeks ago in Texas,
a l6-year-old girl named Lizbeth Me-
dina was killed in her own bedroom—
just a couple of weeks ago. A grand
jury has now charged an illegal alien in
the case. He is charged with breaking
into the home and then beating her to
death and stabbing her.
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This is happening all across our bor-
der. But it is not just limited to the
border. Every State in our country now
is a border State.

Just last night, people arrested and
charged an illegal alien just a few
miles from this building—just a few
miles. It is about a 30-minute drive
from the U.S. Senate. Police allege
that an illegal alien named Nilson
Granados-Trejo was among a group of
gang members who shot at another
group of gang members. Police say it
was all about a drug dispute.

Caught in the middle of the crossfire
was a mom and her 2-year-old son.
That 2-year-old, Jeremy, has died. He
didn’t have a say about the border.

Nilson Granados has previously been
arrested twice for alleged theft. The
guy that shot this kid right here, twice
has been arrested. He was subject to a
deportation order from a judge in New
Jersey, but he was released from cus-
tody several times, even though immi-
gration police filed a detainer. He was
never sent back.

Nilson Granados should not and
should have not been in this country.
He should have never been here in the
first place. He should have been de-
ported when he was caught the first
and second time. Like the judge says,
this crime could have and should have
been prevented. But it was not pre-
vented because of Joe Biden’s open bor-
der.

Just this week, an illegal alien was
arrested in Louisiana for allegedly rap-
ing a 14-year-old girl. He also allegedly
stabbed someone in the face during an
armed robbery a few weeks before.

A month ago, an illegal alien pled
guilty in court to stabbing a man to
death in Bozeman, MT, in 2022.

Just yesterday, in my home State of
Alabama, in Albertville, police ar-
rested two illegal aliens for alleged
child exploitation. This goes on and on
and on. I could have been up here all
day.

Americans are dying due to our open
borders at the southern and northern
borders, and they are dying every sin-
gle day. Who cares? We are worried
about a budget here. We are worried
about sending $60 billion to Ukraine.
We are not worried about the citizens
of the United States.

People are going to wake up, and
when they do, there is going to be a
huge change around here, and I hope it
happens.

Americans are dying due to open bor-
ders every single day when it comes to
drugs, and 100,000 Americans die every
year because of drug overdose. You
would think that would be something
that people would talk about. Nobody
cares. Nobody cares. That is 300 Ameri-
cans a day dying from fentanyl—300 a
day. That is like a commercial airliner
crashing every day.

Nobody cares. This building doesn’t
care. Everybody is worried about their
next election, getting reelected. That
is our problem here. They don’t do
what is right.
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The DEA tells us drugs that were
brought here over our southern border
are absolutely destroying the young
people in this country. So Joe Biden,
our President, is going to the southern
border tomorrow—hallelujah.

This will be only—I want you to
think about this. This is a guy who has
been up here for 50 years. Now, I don’t
know why. I don’t know why anyone
would want to be up here 50 years to
watch what goes on here. He has been
up here 50 years as Senator, Vice Presi-
dent, and President. This is only the
second time he has been to the border.
And he asked why we don’t have border
policies.

Well, hell, man, you have been here
forever. What did you do while you
were in office?

He did zero. His first time ever at the
border was last January, after 50 years
in politics. And he is trying to run for
reelection again. Good luck.

He went to El Paso. Border Patrol
cleared the streets of all illegal camps
and immigrants. There was nobody
there. He didn’t talk to any illegal im-
migrants. He didn’t go to the Border
Patrol station. He just took his pic-
ture, walked around with his sun-
glasses on, had a relaxing day, not wor-
rying about the border, not worrying
about what is coming across the bor-
der. He just went down there to have
his picture taken.

Now, the media says he is going to
Brownsville, TX, tomorrow to get his
picture taken. He is going to Browns-
ville, TX. Yesterday, 12 illegals come
across at the border there.

You know we have got another Presi-
dent, former President Trump. He is
also going to the border tomorrow. He
has been down there many times. He is
going to Eagle Pass, TX. Yesterday,
there were over 500 that came across
the border there. No matter what you
think about President Trump, he actu-
ally cares.

One of Joe Biden’s Executive orders
was to let asylum officers give out asy-
lum at the border without ever going
to a judge.

In other words, when you come to
this country, you are supposed to be
given a time and a day to go see a
judge to see whether you get to stay
here or not. But, in the last 3% years,
we have been giving asylum at the bor-
der, giving a piece of paper which has a
destination that you are going to; put
on an airplane and flown somewhere
across the country, and finding out
what you can do to make a living and
where you can go.

I know. I was on a plane not too long
ago with a planeload from McAllen,
TX, of illegals that were put on there,
on this plane, going to cities all over
the country. I was on there with them.

I am watching them come on. I am
thinking: You know, it took me 45 min-
utes to go through TSA. I got patted
down. All my stuff was scanned and
didn’t have anything on.

They brought them up straight to the
plane, opened up the door, and let them
get on. It was absolutely amazing.
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Why do we need TSA? That is an-
other point.

Meanwhile, as we are giving out all
this asylum, Joe Biden has taken 94
Executive actions against immigration
enforcement since he has been in of-
fice. In other words, 94 times he says:
OK, we don’t need this at the border.
That is my law. That stands. We don’t
need this one—9%4 times.

Meanwhile, he said we can’t do any-
thing to fix the border.

If you want to fix the border, Mr.
President, just take those 94 Executive
actions and put them back somewhere
on the shelf, and let law enforcement
do their job. One of these Executive ac-
tions was the abuse of the parole sys-
tem, and I said I was going to say
something about this.

(Ms. CORTEZ MASTO assumed the
Chair.)

That is how Jose Ibarra, who killed
Laken Riley, got into this country. Joe
Biden paroled him into the country,
meaning he was arrested when he got
to the border by Homeland Security
and then released.

Federal laws say that parole is sup-
posed to be used only on a case-by-case
basis. Why are you here? Why do you
need to come here? Full information
given by the immigrant and should be
on a case-by-case basis for urgent hu-
manitarian reasons. That is the reason
you are here. They just wave him on
through.

That is not what Joe Biden is doing.
He is not looking into the backgrounds
of these people. They are just coming
right through the front door, laughing
at us—we have seen the pictures at the
border—and going on.

Joe Biden is paroling massive num-
bers of people into this country. We
better wake up. This is illegal, but Joe
Biden is doing it anyway. And now
Laken Riley is dead. People will forget
about her, except for her parents and
her friends. I mean, we will go on to
some other tragedy down the road. But
we had better wake up. We had better
wake up.

We need to bring back the ‘‘Remain
in Mexico” policy. We have to bring it
back. We do not need more asylum offi-
cers. Joe Biden has just turned our
Border Patrol and our asylum officers
into Walmart greeters at the border.
Again, I have been down there several
times, and these people need help.

He is going to go there tomorrow and
say: Oh, we need a lot more help down
here, more secretaries. We don’t need
law enforcement.

We don’t need any more Walmart
greeters. We need a wall. We need to
bring back the ‘“‘Remain in Mexico”’
policy, as I said a few minutes ago. We
need to go back to the policies of Presi-
dent Trump. President Trump’s poli-
cies worked, and the reason Joe Biden
changed them is because he wanted to
do exactly opposite of what Trump was
doing. He didn’t want to give him any
credit. Joe Biden has the exact same
laws on the books that President
Trump had, but the difference is day
and night.
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Laken Riley’s death and the death of
every other American caused by this
border crisis rests with President Biden
and Secretary Mayorkas. I hope they
can’t sleep at night, because this could
have been prevented. We need to go
back to the policies that work, stop
playing these dang games, and stop
playing politics. Otherwise, this will
keep happening.

We are here, and we took an oath of
office to say we are going to watch
over the citizens of this country. If we
don’t do something, more Americans
will die, more Americans like Laken
Riley. More parents will be forever
scarred for what happened last week.
We have to do something. We can’t for-
get about this.

Every time we have somebody who
has lost their life in this country be-
cause of an illegal alien, I am coming
back up here and I am going to rub it
in the faces of the Democratic Party,
Secretary Mayorkas, Senator SCHU-
MER, and Joe Biden. It is 100 percent
their fault.

With that, I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Tennessee.

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Madam Presi-
dent, earlier this month, House Repub-
licans impeached Secretary Mayorkas
because the Homeland Security Sec-
retary refuses to carry out his con-
stitutional duty of securing the home-
land.

More than 9 million illegal immi-
grants, including 1.7 million known
“‘got-aways,” have entered our country
under the Biden administration. Now,
this number is larger than the popu-
lation of 39 States. At the same time,
hundreds of individuals on the Ter-
rorist Watchlist have been caught on
the southern border, including 58 since
the start of fiscal year 2024. Just in
January, there were more than 176,000
illegal crossings along the southern
border. This is the worst January on
record. Yet, under Secretary Mayorkas
and President Biden, Immigration and
Customs Enforcement deported just
142,000 people in all of 2023. That is less
than 5 percent of illegal crossings.

There is no doubt that this adminis-
tration has abused both our asylum
and our parole systems, but unlike asy-
lum—you have parole, which is granted
by DHS for different reasons, and
President Biden has abused his parole
authority to usher in millions of mi-
grants who are unknown to us and who
receive both public benefits and work
authorizations.

One thing is clear: The parole system
is just another way for the Biden ad-
ministration to circumvent congres-
sional authority and make illegal im-
migrants legal.

Over the course of four Presidents—
g0 back and look at the years from 1983
to 2003—the average yearly total for all
paroles was no more than 150,000, and
on average, the Obama and Trump ad-
ministrations paroled just 5,600 mi-
grants per year. There is a contrast
here. In 2022, Joe Biden paroled nearly
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800,000 migrants into the country, and
in fiscal year 2023, the Biden adminis-
tration paroled approximately 1.2 mil-
lion migrants. That is more than 200
times the number that President
Obama and President Trump paroled
into this country. This administration
is abusing the parole system and that
authority.

This administration’s open border
agenda is already having tragic con-
sequences. Last week, an illegal immi-
grant in Georgia was arrested for alleg-
edly murdering Laken Riley, a 22-year-
old nursing student, while she went for
a jog on the University of Georgia’s
campus. The suspect should never have
been allowed to set foot in America.
Yet the Biden administration paroled
him. They paroled him into this coun-
try after he illegally crossed our border
in 2022.

There is no doubt that Secretary
Mayorkas has breached the public
trust by making illegal immigration
legal, but according to recent reports,
Majority Leader SCHUMER is looking
for any way he can to prevent a Senate
trial when the House transmits the Ar-
ticles of Impeachment on Secretary
Mayorkas to this Chamber. By tabling
the Articles of Impeachment, Demo-
crats would be abandoning our core
constitutional duty to hold an im-
peachment trial.

The American people suffer through
this administration’s border crisis
every single day, and they deserve an
open debate about whether Secretary
Mayorkas, who has done so much to
cause this national security and hu-
manitarian catastrophe, is fit to hold
public office. Based on everything we
have seen over the last 3 years, Sec-
retary Mayorkas is not fit for office,
and if this Chamber upholds its con-
stitutional duty, I will vote to convict
him.

KIDS ONLINE SAFETY ACT

Madam President, late last month,
the Senate Judiciary Committee held a
hearing with the CEOs of five big tech
companies—Meta, TikTok, X, Snap,
and Discord. We did it for a simple rea-
son: Big Tech needs to be held account-
able for putting profit over children’s
safety.

When our children are online on
these platforms, they are the product.
With addictive algorithms, infinite
scroll, and endless push notifications,
social media sites are Kkeeping teen-
agers on their platforms for an average
of 8% hours a day. It is a disaster for
the mental health of young Americans.

But the more time minors spend on
these platforms, the more data Big
Tech can collect, allowing them to
rake in billions of dollars in revenue.
Discord’s 2022 revenue, the latest avail-
able, was $445 million. X—their revenue
for 2023 is estimated to be $3.4 billion.
Snap—their 2023 revenue was $4.6 bil-
lion. The 2023 revenue for ByteDance,
TikTok’s Chinese Communist Party-af-
filiated owner, was $110 billion. Meta’s
2023 revenue was $134.9 billion.

At the same time, big tech companies
have turned a blind eye to how their
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platforms are exposing minors to
harmful content, drug dealers, and
predators. But when provided the op-
portunity to explain themselves, the
CEOs continued to make excuses for
their platforms’ failures to protect our
children online on their platforms.

During this hearing, Meta’s Mark
Zuckerberg said he would absolutely
work with lawmakers to address these
problems, but for years, Meta and
other Big Tech platforms have funded
an army of lawyers and lobbyists who
have fought us on this issue every sin-
gle day in every single possible way.
Many of these groups argue that the
free market can solve this problem, but
even though the free market is an in-
credible force for good, it can’t stop
Meta from putting a lifetime value of
$270 per teenager who is on their site
during their teenage years.

Still, Zuckerberg claimed that Meta
is ‘““‘on the side of parents everywhere
working hard to raise their kids,” and
he wants ‘‘everyone who uses [their]
services to have safe and positive expe-
riences.” Yet, when questioned about
this issue—and it is a vast pedophile
network. That is not how I termed it;
it is how the Wall Street Journal
termed it in a report. So I questioned
him about how this vast pedophile net-
work was allowed to grow on
Instagram, including content showing
teenagers for sale to older men. The
tech CEO was unable to explain how
this content does not violate Meta’s
terms of service and their community
standards.

Now, we would think that building
out what the Wall Street Journal
called a ‘‘vast pedophile network’ and
having postings showing teenagers for
sale to older men would indeed violate
community standards or terms of serv-
ice, but he could not answer that ques-
tion. Instead, he insisted that his com-
pany is not ‘‘perfect’’—his choice of
word. I have to tell you that is a huge
understatement.

Just last month, newly released in-
ternal documents revealed that Meta
executives refused to take action after
learning that their algorithms con-
nected children with potential child
predators. According to the documents,
which were revealed through a lawsuit
brought by the New Mexico attorney
general against Meta, Meta executives
refused to act even though they knew
about this and knew that 100,000 mi-
nors were receiving sexually abusive
content from adults on their platform
every single day. Think about those
numbers.

Last week, the Wall Street Journal
reported that, last year, Meta employ-
ees warned executives that Facebook
and Instagram’s paid subscription serv-
ice enabled child exploitation by likely
pedophiles, but the company pushed
ahead with this feature anyway even
though they knew it was endangering
children.

These are stunning revelations. They
corroborate the testimony from
Facebook whistleblower Arturo Bejar,
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