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laws of war. Most recently, Amnesty
documented four unlawful strikes in
Rafah in December-January that killed
at least 95 civilians, including 42 chil-
dren, and some of those attacks were
done with U.S. weapons.

The U.S. has laws on the books in-
tended to prevent these kinds of human
rights violations that are being done
with U.S.-provided weapons. The prob-
lem is that we have very rarely en-
forced them with any country, and we
have never enforced them with Israel.
For months, as I think all of us know,
President Biden has been trying to get
Israeli Prime Minister Netanyahu and
his extreme rightwing government to
scale back the indiscriminate bombing.
So far, Netanyahu has not changed his
tactics. In fact, humanitarian access
has actually deteriorated. The situa-
tion is getting worse. Netanyahu
makes polite sounds when U.S. officials
visit him in Israel, and then he pro-
ceeds to do exactly what he wants. And
what he wants increasingly seems to be
the wholesale destruction of Gaza.

The United States is now focused on
negotiating a cease-fire agreement
that would allow for massive humani-
tarian aid and the freeing of the re-
maining hostages. I desperately hope
that this deal comes together. I trust
that all of us want the killing to stop
and the hostages to be freed. But, once
again, despite what President Biden is
fighting for, Netanyahu is resisting. It
appears that he and his extreme right-
wing government are trying to prolong
this war to hold onto their power and
to avoid accountability. President
Biden has repeatedly said that the only
viable path to lasting peace and secu-
rity for Israelis and Palestinians alike
is a two-state solution. I agree. But, of
course, Netanyahu has made it very
clear that he is completely opposed to
that outcome, and he has been opposed
to that outcome for his entire political
career.

On issue after issue, Prime Minister
Netanyahu is deeply opposed to the
goals of the United States. We want ci-
vilian life protected; he doesn’t seem to
care. We want more aid getting into
Gaza; he won’t allow it. We want a two-
state solution; he is vigorously op-
posed. Given all of that reality—given
the fact that with every aspect of this
crisis, Netanyahu disagrees with what
the U.S. Government wants to see hap-
pen—it is beyond comprehension as to
why the United States is preparing to
send another $10 billion in unrestricted
military aid so that Netanyahu can
continue the murderous campaign that
we oppose.

Enough is enough. The United States
cannot continue to be complicit in
Netanyahu’s war crimes. No more mili-
tary aid for Israel. Whether Netanyahu
likes it or not, the United States must
continue working toward an urgent hu-
manitarian cease-fire to allow for the
release of the hostages and massive in-
flux of humanitarian aid. We should
join other countries all over the world
to pass a cease-fire resolution at the
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U.N. Security Council that includes the
release of the hostages and full human-
itarian access as previous drafts have
done.

The United States should begin the
process of recognizing the Palestinian
State as a full U.N. member state. This
is both a fact—Palestine is a nation
recognized by 139 U.N. member states—
and a moral imperative in the face of
what amounts to illegal Israeli annex-
ation.

President Biden should also make
clear that he will not release any addi-
tional military funding for Israel with-
out firm commitments that the cease-
fire will be honored unless broken by
Hamas and that full humanitarian ac-
cess will be ensured; that funds for the
Palestinian Authority will be released;
and that illegal Israeli settlements in
the occupied territories will cease.

None of this will be easy, but to my
mind, it is absolutely morally unac-
ceptable that the United States con-
tinue its complicity in the humani-
tarian disaster that is taking place in
Gaza right now. The time is now to say
no to the rightwing extremist govern-
ment of Netanyahu—no more money
for the Israeli military.

With that, I yield the floor.

————

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 10 A.M.
TOMORROW

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate stands
adjourned until 10 a.m. tomorrow.

Thereupon, the Senate, at 7:26 p.m.,
adjourned until Wednesday, February
28, 2024, at 10 a.m.

———

NOMINATIONS

Executive nominations received by
the Senate:
IN THE AIR FORCE

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT
IN THE RESERVE OF THE AIR FORCE TO THE GRADE INDI-
CATED UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 12203:

To be major general

BRIG. GEN. PAUL R. FAST

THE FOLLOWING NAMED AIR NATIONAL GUARD OF THE
UNITED STATES OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT IN THE RE-
SERVE OF THE AIR FORCE TO THE GRADE INDICATED
UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTIONS 12203 AND 12212:

To be major general

BRIG. GEN. ANNMARIE K. ANTHONY

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT
AS CHIEF OF CHAPLAINS FOR THE AIR FORCE AND THE
SPACE FORCE AND APPOINTMENT IN THE UNITED
STATES AIR FORCE TO THE GRADE INDICATED WHILE SO
SERVING IN THAT POSITION UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SEC-
TION 9039:

To be major general
BRIG. GEN. TRENT C. DAVIS
IN THE ARMY

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICERS FOR APPOINTMENT
IN THE RESERVE OF THE ARMY TO THE GRADES INDI-
CATED UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 12203:

To be major general
BRIG. GEN. JOSEPH A. RICCIARDI
To be brigadier general

COL. LOUISA R. BARGERON
COL. CHARLES R. BELL

IN THE NAVY

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT
IN THE UNITED STATES NAVY TO THE GRADE INDICATED
UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 624:

To be rear admiral
REAR ADM. (LH) JEFFREY J. KILIAN
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THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT
IN THE UNITED STATES NAVY TO THE GRADE INDICATED
UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 624:

To be rear admiral

REAR ADM. (LH) DION D. ENGLISH

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT
IN THE UNITED STATES NAVY TO THE GRADE INDICATED
UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTIONS 624 AND 8089:

To be rear admiral

CAPT. LIA M. REYNOLDS

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICERS FOR APPOINTMENT
IN THE UNITED STATES NAVY TO THE GRADE INDICATED
UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 624:

To be rear admiral

REAR ADM. (LH) SUSAN BRYERJOYNER
REAR ADM. (LH) RALPH R. SMITH IIT

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICERS FOR APPOINTMENT
IN THE UNITED STATES NAVY TO THE GRADE INDICATED
UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 624:

To be rear admiral

REAR ADM. (LH) ELIZABETH S. OKANO
REAR ADM. (LH) KURT J. ROTHENHAUS

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICERS FOR APPOINTMENT
IN THE UNITED STATES NAVY TO THE GRADE INDICATED
UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 624:

To be rear admiral

REAR ADM. (LH) MARK D. BEHNING
REAR ADM. (LH) THOMAS R. BUCHANAN
REAR ADM. (LH) CHRISTOPHER J. CAVANAUGH
REAR ADM. (LH) JENNIFER S. COUTURE
REAR ADM. (LH) WILLIAM R. DALY
REAR ADM. (LH) ERIK J. ESLICH
REAR ADM. (LH) RONALD A. FOY
REAR ADM. (LH) PATRICK J. HANNIFIN
REAR ADM. (LH) GREGORY C. HUFFMAN
REAR ADM. (LH) KEVIN P. LENOX
REAR ADM. (LH) OLIVER T. LEWIS
REAR ADM. (LH) MARC J. MIGUEZ
REAR ADM. (LH) BENJAMIN R. NICHOLSON
REAR ADM. (LH) CARLOS A. SARDIELLO
THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT
IN THE UNITED STATES NAVY RESERVE TO THE GRADE
INDICATED UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 12203:

To be rear admiral

REAR ADM. (LH) LUKE A. FROST

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT
IN THE UNITED STATES NAVY RESERVE TO THE GRADE
INDICATED UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 12203:

To be rear admiral

REAR ADM. (LH) DENNIS E. COLLINS

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT
IN THE UNITED STATES NAVY RESERVE TO THE GRADE
INDICATED UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 12203:

To be rear admiral

REAR ADM. (LH) GREGORY K. EMERY

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICERS FOR APPOINTMENT
IN THE UNITED STATES NAVY RESERVE TO THE GRADE
INDICATED UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 12203:

To be rear admiral

REAR ADM. (LH) BRADLEY D. DUNHAM
REAR ADM. (LH) SCOTT W. RUSTON
REAR ADM. (LH) DOUGLAS W. SASSE IIT

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT
IN THE NAVY RESERVE TO THE GRADE INDICATED
UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 12203:

To be rear admiral (lower half)

CAPT. TROY S. PUGH

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICERS FOR APPOINTMENT
IN THE NAVY RESERVE TO THE GRADE INDICATED
UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 12203:

To be rear admiral (lower half)
CAPT. MICHAEL L. FREIDBERG
CAPT. RYAN K. MAHELONA

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT
IN THE NAVY RESERVE TO THE GRADE INDICATED
UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 12203:

To be rear admiral (lower half)

CAPT. SHAWN G. DENIHAN

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT
IN THE NAVY RESERVE TO THE GRADE INDICATED
UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 12203:

To be rear admiral (lower half)

CAPT. BENJAMIN E. BARAN

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICERS FOR APPOINTMENT
IN THE NAVY RESERVE TO THE GRADE INDICATED
UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 12203:

To be rear admiral (lower half)

CAPT. DAVID N. BARNES

CAPT. REGINALD H. HENDRIX
CAPT. MARCUS J. LOCKARD, JR.
CAPT. JASON M. NAIDYHORSKI
CAPT. KATIE F. SHELDON
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IN THE COAST GUARD

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT
IN THE UNITED STATES COAST GUARD TO THE GRADE IN-
DICATED UNDER TITLE 14, U.S.C., SECTION 2121(D):

To be rear admiral
REBECCA E. ORE

THE JUDICIARY

GEORGIA N. ALEXAKIS, OF ILLINOIS, TO BE UNITED
STATES DISTRICT JUDGE FOR THE NORTHERN DISTRICT
OF ILLINOIS, VICE REBECCA R. PALLMEYER, RETIRING.

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

MATTHEW L. GANNON, OF IOWA, TO BE UNITED STATES
ATTORNEY FOR THE NORTHERN DISTRICT OF IOWA FOR
THE TERM OF FOUR YEARS, VICE PETER E. DEEGAN, JR.,
RESIGNED.
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THE JUDICIARY

KRISSA M. LANHAM, OF ARIZONA, TO BE UNITED
STATES DISTRICT JUDGE FOR THE DISTRICT OF ARI-
ZONA, VICE DOUGLAS L. RAYES, RETIRING.

NANCY L. MALDONADO, OF ILLINOIS, TO BE UNITED
STATES CIRCUIT JUDGE FOR THE SEVENTH CIRCUIT,
VICE ILANA DIAMOND ROVNER, RETIRING.

ANGELA M. MARTINEZ, OF ARIZONA, TO BE UNITED
STATES DISTRICT JUDGE FOR THE DISTRICT OF ARI-
ZONA, VICE JAMES ALAN SOTO, RETIRING.

SPARKLE L. SOOKNANAN, OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUM-
BIA, TO BE UNITED STATES DISTRICT JUDGE FOR THE
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, VICE FLORENCE Y. PAN, ELE-
VATED.

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

DAVID C. WATERMAN, OF IOWA, TO BE UNITED STATES
ATTORNEY FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF IOWA FOR
THE TERM OF FOUR YEARS, VICE MARC KRICKBAUM, RE-
SIGNED.
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CONFIRMATIONS

Executive nominations confirmed by
the Senate February 27, 2024:
OFFICE OF SPECIAL COUNSEL

HAMPTON Y. DELLINGER, OF NORTH CAROLINA, TO BE
SPECIAL COUNSEL, OFFICE OF SPECIAL COUNSEL, FOR
THE TERM OF FIVE YEARS.

THE JUDICIARY

JACQUELINE BECERRA, OF FLORIDA, TO BE UNITED
STATES DISTRICT JUDGE FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT
OF FLORIDA.

DAVID SEYMOUR LEIBOWITZ, OF FLORIDA, TO BE
UNITED STATES DISTRICT JUDGE FOR THE SOUTHERN
DISTRICT OF FLORIDA.

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE

CARA L. ABERCROMBIE, OF VIRGINIA, TO BE AN AS-
SISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE.
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