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Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

ISSUES OF THE DAY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 9, 2023, the gentleman from Penn-
sylvania (Mr. PERRY) is recognized for
60 minutes as the designee of the ma-
jority leader.

Mr. PERRY. Mr. Speaker, in Wash-
ington, every time that you think you
have seen it all and heard it all, you
couldn’t be surprised, amazed, dis-
appointed, what have you, more than
you already are, but it never fails to
deliver.

I am going to talk about a few things
this evening. I am going to start with
this. I am a member of the Foreign Af-
fairs Committee, and I just attended a
hearing on the Afghan reconstruction
after withdrawal, so to speak.

So we left, as you know, Mr. Speaker,
Afghanistan. Our Nation left there in a
bit of a hurry. We won’t get into that
much, but what I do want to talk about
is where we stand at this point because
whether or not the American people
know it, we are still spending billions
of dollars in Afghanistan. So we had a
hearing today to talk about that.

We have spent a couple of billion dol-
lars. Now, at the same time we are
spending billions of dollars in aid in Af-
ghanistan where the Taliban rules, we
have got a guy named Ryan Corbett
who has been detained and held in Af-
ghanistan wrongly by the Taliban.
They are holding him hostage appar-
ently among other Americans and
Westerners who are being held hostage
in Afghanistan. In spite of this, we are
giving them billions of dollars in aid.

Now, the gentleman who came to
talk to us is the Special Representative
for Afghanistan and the Deputy Assist-
ant Secretary for the Bureau of South
and Central Asian Affairs at the U.S.
State Department. His name is Thomas
West. He came to speak to us and an-
swer questions about that.

I asked him: Well, how are we
leveraging these billions of dollars to
get Ryan Corbett out? Why would we
give billions of dollars to this country?

We just had a 20-year war with them,
and, unfortunately, the United States
left without winning the war because
the Taliban is now in charge.

I said: We give them a couple billion
dollars a year here.

He said: Well, it doesn’t go through
the Taliban, it goes through non-
governmental organizations.

That is a whole other story that we
will get into, but the point is that we
have American hostages in Iran—cor-
rection—Afghanistan. That is a Freud-
ian slip because Iran is on my mind,
too. That is another problem. However,
we will stick to Afghanistan for a
minute.

It seems to me that if they want a
couple of billion dollars—Ilet’s be clear.
We are $34 trillion in debt right now.
We just went to 34, and by May of this
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year, we will be at 35. We are going to
pay $1 trillion in interest this year.
That is no new tanks, that is no new
social programs, and that is no new
missiles. That is just interest. That is
paying for money that has already
been spent, and now that you have bor-
rowed it, you get nothing for the $1
trillion.

So it is a long way from $1 trillion to
a couple of billion dollars in Afghani-
stan, but those couple of billion over
time add up, and the people whom I am
representing are paying for that.

First of all, they paid a couple of tril-
lion dollars for the war in Afghanistan
for 20 years, and now we are paying bil-
lions more for what?

I said: When are you going to use
your leverage to get this guy, Ryan
Corbett, out?

In the course of the hearing, we
learned about Afghan women and chil-
dren, little girls, who can’t go to
school. They are oppressed, and the
women can’t leave their house, they
can’t get an education, and they can’t
work. They are being oppressed as we
knew the Taliban was going to do. We
told everybody that that is what is
going to happen if you leave the
Taliban in charge.

O 1800

One of the folks on the dais asked
one of these poor panelists: What are
you doing about the mental health
state of these Afghan women? They are
depressed because of the circumstances
they are in.

There was a lot of conversations
about, well, we talk to them, and we
are trying to work with them, and so
on and so forth. I am listening to this
like my head is going to explode.

When it was my turn to ask ques-
tions, I said: This poor woman here
can’t help these people, these women
and children in Afghanistan, the lady
that was sitting there testifying.

Afghanistan is a terrorist superstate,
Mr. Speaker. It is a terrorist
superstate with multiple terrorist or-
ganizations operating in the country
with impunity.

We are spending a couple billion dol-
lars there, and we are asking people
who we are paying what they are doing
about the mental health and depression
standards of Afghanistan women and
children. How absurd can this be?

I asked Mr. West if he could talk to
me about the open-source reporting.
Open source is not classified. That is
what you can read in the newspaper,
see on the TV, hear on the radio about
this guy, Abdul Rasheed Munib, who
reportedly traveled to North Korea to
obtain nuclear weapons technology and
collaborate with North Korea. What
can he tell me about that?

He couldn’t tell me anything about
that because he didn’t know anything
about that. He had never heard of that,
yvet I see it on open-source reporting.

Shouldn’t he know about that? He is
the Special Representative for Afghan-
istan and Deputy Assistant Secretary.
He should know.
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I asked him about open-source re-
porting about the Taliban trying to
take Pakistan’s nuclear weapons. I
would think that nuclear weapons in
the Middle East with a rogue regime
like the Taliban would be a security
concern for the United States of Amer-
ica. I asked: What is the endgame to
this billions of dollars going to Afghan-
istan? What is the mission? When does
it end? Does it ever end?

Of course, I got some kind of long-
winded answer that is circular and
never gets anywhere. I asked: What is
our national security interest in Af-
ghanistan at this point?

He said: We have spent $2 trillion
there over the last 20 years.

I said: Stop. Please don’t tell me we
are spending billions of dollars to se-
cure the $2 trillion that we spent dur-
ing our 20 years in Afghanistan be-
cause—I have bad news for everybody—
it is gone. The money is gone.

Mr. Speaker, this is just another ex-
ample of the fantasy land that is Wash-
ington, D.C., because the Taliban is in
charge in Afghanistan after Kkicking
the United States of America out after
America spent $2 trillion there—forget
the $2 trillion, a couple thousand lives
in Afghanistan. Here today, in 2024, you
are going to be expected to spend a
couple billion dollars more in Afghani-
stan.

Mr. Speaker, this can’t continue. I
will bet one thing, though. I will bet
the Taliban controls Afghanistan’s bor-
der. I bet they do. I will bet if some-
body tries to get into Afghanistan that
doesn’t belong there, I bet the Taliban
doesn’t allow that.

I will move on to the next subject,
which I think we are going to spend the
bulk of the time on, which is the south-
ern border of the United States of
America.

Now, I am not advocating to hire the
Taliban to come patrol the south-
western border of the United States of
America, but it seems to me that we
could certainly do a better job.

We just recently took a trip—and I
say ‘‘we,” Members of Congress, only
on this side of the aisle. The other side
of the aisle doesn’t care to see what is
happening on the border. I know some
of them go as a token trip so they can
act like they care about it.

While I am on that subject about car-
ing about it, we are hearing today, in
the last couple of days, about people
here illegally in the United States of
America residing in the State of New
York. They moved them into a school
and kicked the kids out of the school.
The people in New York and the leader-
ship of New York are saying this has to
end. This is a crisis.

One of the States, I think, just de-
clared an emergency. This is a crisis.
We need resources. We need to deal
with all these people who are here ille-
gally. They are here, and we don’t have
what we need to deal with them.

Do you know what I am waiting to
hear? It is quiet here on the floor, but
I am waiting to hear, “We in the State
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of New York hereby revoke our status
as a sanctuary State,” or New York
City, ‘“We revoke our status as a sanc-
tuary city.” I haven’t heard that. I
don’t know if you have heard that, Mr.
Speaker, but I haven’t heard that.

What that means is that we have a
problem here, but the way to fix it, Mr.
Speaker, is to kick your kids out of
your school, take your tax money, and
let people who are here illegally stay in
the school that your kids are supposed
to be learning in. That is apparently
the answer.

The difference is that instead of the
taxpayers of New York paying for it,
they want the taxpayers of the entire
United States to pay for those in New
York, Pennsylvania, Arizona, Texas,
and all the 50 States. That is what they
want. They don’t want to fix the prob-
lem. They want you to pay for more of
the problem.

I suspect it is the whole cause and ef-
fect thing, supply and demand, et
cetera, age-old precepts that seem to
make sense. It seems to me that if we
are going to pay for more of that, we
are probably going to get more of that.
That is what it seems to me. I might be
wrong.

Anyhow, back to where I was. We
took this trip down to the border. We
went down to Eagle Pass, Texas. Thou-
sands of people were coming across the
border at Eagle Pass, Texas, for days
and days on end.

I am going to recognize my good
friend, the gentleman from Arizona,
here in a moment, but we have seen it
on TV. We have seen it. We have heard
it. We have read it in the papers. Thou-
sands of people are coming illegally.

Merry Christmas. You are in America
now. You crossed the river, and here
you are.

When we went there, we went to a
processing facility where they proc-
essed the people in. Understand, it is
not like our Border Patrol has orders
to say: Dear kind sir, or ma’am, I know
you have come from one of the 170
countries that is currently infiltrating
the United States, but we are going to
have to turn you around and send you
back.

No, it is: Here, get in the truck. We
will take you to the processing facility.
Make sure you are all cleaned up and
get what you need. We will send you
wherever you want to go in the United
States of America.

By December 20, there were about
10,000 people at this processing facility
at Eagle Pass, Texas, about 9,800, 260
percent of its capacity. They knew we
were coming, so when we got there,
somehow it went from 10,000 to 600.

Interestingly enough, when we got
there, even though there were only 600,
we think we are representative of the
people. I am seeing this. My good
friend from Virginia, Mr. GooD, who is
here with us this evening, has eyes in
his head. He was seeing it. My good
friend from Arizona, Mr. BIGGS, was
there. He has eyes in his head, so he
saw it, too.
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We thought: Well, wouldn’t it be nice
if we showed our bosses, the people who
pay our salary, our constituents? Why
don’t we take a picture of this?

Hold on a second. You get your cam-
era out, and the Border Patrol says: No
photographs allowed.

Some Members of Congress are a lit-
tle recalcitrant. Maybe they didn’t
hear, I don’t know, but they took pic-
tures anyhow, or they got their phones
out, and then Border Patrol said: You
have to delete that photo.

Mr. Speaker, at the very same time,
this whole codel of 60 Members of Con-
gress had cameras pointed at us from
the Border Patrol.

I said: Hold on a second, here. You
are taking pictures of us, but we can’t
take pictures of this for our constitu-
ents? What is the policy? Who came up
with this policy? What is the purpose
for this policy?

Mr. Speaker, I have this letter here,
to the Honorable Secretary Alejandro
Mayorkas, asking about that policy.
We don’t have the answer yet, but what
is interesting is that right after we
left, the media went into that very
same facility, the television media.
What do you think they did, Mr.
Speaker? They filmed in that facility.

Let me get this straight: If you are a
member of the leftist media, God bless
you. Take all the pictures you want of
a facility that is at a fraction of what
it was in capacity just days before, 260
percent.

When Congress gets there, it is down
to, I guess, manageable levels, if there
is such a thing. We can’t take pictures
and show our constituents, our bosses,
but the media sure can. The media sure
can go in there and take pictures to
show their viewers. Nothing to see
here. Isn’t it amazing?

Mr. Speaker, unaccompanied minors
increased 62 percent from 2011. The
number of persons prosecuted for
human trafficking increased 84 percent.

We are being told that this policy of
letting anybody from 170 countries
come to the United States of America
illegally across our borders is humane
because whatever they are dealing with
in their country must be worse, even
though they have to pay the cartels,
even though there are rape trees, even
though there is indentured servitude
and modern-day slavery associated
with every single one of these individ-
uals who come through the cartels, and
the cartels have operational control
over the border.

Do you know how I know? Not be-
cause Secretary Mayorkas said so. He
lied when he came to Congress and said
he had operational control because the
chief of the Border Patrol told us that
they don’t have operational control.
After the chief of the Border Patrol
told us that, the Secretary changed his
position on it. He lied for a while, and
now, I guess, he feels he is absolved
from lying the first time he was here
and lied to the American people.

The other thing that you might not
realize is that anybody under 14 who
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comes across the border illegally, no
background check. Guess what, Mr.
Speaker? Probably no documentation
either. If you say that you are 14, no
background check—whether you are 19,
21, or 13. No background check, so
there is no way to prove it.

The other thing is that people are
coming from 170 countries, and one of
them might be Afghanistan. One of
them might be Iran. One of them might
be North Korea, for all I know. I saw
some crazy things—Germany, the
Netherlands, Spain. I saw them on the
list.

Are these oppressed countries coming
to America illegally? I don’t think so,
but they are coming illegally.

What about the ones that don’t have
any relationship with the TUnited
States, other than a bellicose relation-
ship?

What about the Taliban? What about
Syria? I don’t know. What about Iran?
Are any of those folks coming? Any
folks coming from Hamas or
Hezbollah? I don’t know. Apparently,
they don’t know either because, do you
know what, Mr. Speaker? When they do
a background check, they check all the
United States’ references. That is awe-
some unless you are not a United
States citizen or in the United States
crime registry. Then we don’t know
what you have done.

If you are Iranian coming across the
Mexican border, and we ask Mexico to
help us: Do you have anything on this
Iranian person? He is of military age.
He is not from America. He seems to be
from Iran. He speaks Iranian. He
speaks Persian. What do you have on
him?

I don’t know. We are Mexico. We
don’t have anything on him.

So, he is clear. That is what happens,
Mr. Speaker.

Sometimes they bring a minor with
them, and this is where it really gets
ugly. To have a minor with you, the
background check, first of all, is often
waived anyhow, or we can’t get any in-
formation, even if they are not a cit-
izen.

We have this minor who comes into
the country illegally. We are sending
him somewhere. They have a phone
number, send him there. We don’t ask
if that person is a citizen because we
can’t.

If the person isn’t a citizen and has a
deportation order, and the minor is
going to go to that person, the deporta-
tion order is not valid grounds to not
send that minor to that person.

That means we are sending a minor
to a person that the United States is
going to deport. Where is the minor
going to be then? Look, I think we all
know that is not really a problem be-
cause we are not going to deport any-
body in the United States of America.

O 1815

How about this? If you have a crimi-

nal history or you refuse to submit to

a background check, but you are claim-
ing an unaccompanied minor, that is
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not grounds for you to not have that
unaccompanied minor.

Mr. Speaker, I hate to say it this
way, but it seems to me that in the
United States of America it is probably
easier to adopt a stray cat or a stray
dog than to receive an unaccompanied
minor coming across the Texas border
through the cartels. That is one hell of
a damn statement to make on this
House floor, but I think it is reality.

I yield to the gentleman from Ari-
zona (Mr. BIGGS) for the purpose of a
colloquy. Maybe he has got some
thoughts on it. Am I wrong?

Mr. BIGGS. No. Let’s pick up with
Mayor Adams of New York. Here is a
guy who presides over a sanctuary
city—that is awesome, that is awe-
some—but he doesn’t want to experi-
ence what is a daily occurrence along
the border, for those who live in a bor-
der community.

They got some rain and wind in New
York. It was blowing down the tents
that the illegal aliens were dwelling in
in New York at a park, so he decides
this is what we are going to do: We are
going to clear out a school. We are
going to tell those 4,000 kids with no
notice to the parents really, no notice
to the teachers, no notice to the dis-
trict. Boom, all these families, all
these individuals—they are not all just
families; you have got men of military
age—2,000 of them plus—they are going
to dwell in the school that your kid
was getting ready to go to.

He is like: What could go wrong? Why
is everybody so upset?

He says about that, the illegal aliens:
I didn’t see illegal migrants. I saw chil-
dren. I saw children, and this commu-
nity will always stand with children.

What about the 4,000 kids at the
school? What about those families?

I didn’t see children. I mean, he
didn’t say that, but that is really what
he is implying: You are only a child of
value if you are in the country ille-
gally. You are not a child of value if
you are going to a New York public
school. That is the very attitude of this
administration.

Mr. PERRY was down in Eagle Pass,
and I was down in Eagle Pass with Rep-
resentative GooD. When I talked to the
Speaker, he was a little miffed with
me.

He said: Why aren’t you coming with
us on our tour? Why are you going on
your own tour?

I said: Because I have got to go back
to Arizona a little early, I am going to
need to leave the bus.

His staff tells my staff: Oh, BIGGS
can’t come then because he has got to
be on the bus the whole time.

I said: I am going down a day early.
I am going to rent a car and invite a
few friends. SCOTT is a friend, but I am
sorry, the car filled up too fast.

We went down early. You know what
CBP did? Because I go down often, I
know a lot of people in CBP. They rou-
tinely take us on tours, but in this in-
stance they said they had a new guy
coming in, he hasn’t been sworn in yet.
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He says, look—he tells my staff—you
can come, but then he says, no, no, you
can’t come.

We reached out to the chief judge of
the Western District of Texas. We said:
Look, we are going to be down there,
we would like to visit with you. We
want you to tell us what is going on.

She says: Are you going to take them
to the border?

I said: No, they withdrew the border.

She makes the call and says: I will be
with BIGGS and his group; we want a
tour of the border.

That night you did not see anything;
you didn’t see a lot of people crossing,
did you?

Mr. PERRY. No. We saw a few.

Mr. BIGGS. Right. Right. I will tell
you why in a second. That night it was
cold, really cold, unseasonably cold in
south Texas. It was raining cats and
dogs. We are in the van, and they are
taking us down there.

I have been down there many times.
We see it. It is cleaned up. They have
moved 12,000 people in 24 hours because
you guys, you yahoos are coming down
there the next day and Secretary
Mayorkas was down there yesterday.
They cleaned it up. We can’t have this.
The media is coming down, a big gaggle
of media, they can’t see this. We can’t
have this, so they cleaned it up. They
actually mowed the grass.

I asked the guy, I said: Where’s the
garbage, man? I know there is garbage.
I know there is clothing. As we are
driving along, there is this massive pile
of clothing.

Did you see it, BoB? I said: Hey, is
this one of the piles of clothing?

Yeah, that is one of the piles right
there.

As we are going down, there are peo-
ple all along the way there, right? That
is what you see.

Now, why did you not see anybody?

We met the next day with a lot of
folks you didn’t get to meet with—
sorry—one of which informed us very
clearly that the flow of people at the
ports of entry are controlled by the
CBP One app, so they will give you a
green light.

Mr. PERRY. I think my good friend
from Arizona has to explain what the
CBP One app is? What is that?

Mr. BIGGS. If you want to come into
the country illegally, they want to
slow—they want to get some of you to
come into the port of entry, so they
have created an app. You preregister as
an illegal alien say: I am going to be
coming, and I want to be able to de-
clare asylum, which is also illegal, by
the way. That is not what the law is.
So you have got an app.

Mr. PERRY. You are telling me I
have got an app on my phone where I
can make a reservation to come ille-
gally into the country, and I am mak-
ing the reservation with the law en-
forcement agency charged with keep-
ing me out of the country illegally?

Mr. BIGGS. The gentleman is cor-
rect. The reason is because they want
to facilitate you getting through faster
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and we want to distribute you through-
out the country, at least this adminis-
tration does. You register with the
CBP One app. Well, they are going to
tell you where the green lights are, and
they are going to gray out where you
can’t come.

So they started graying out Eagle
Pass. This bridge we are talking about,
there is a port of entry on the bridge.
They said: No, we are not going to take
any more people that way. You are
going to need to go to some other port
of entry, and so they do. That is how
they slow that down.

However, in the meantime, between
the ports of entry, they are coming in
droves.

Mr. PERRY. What was the number, if
you don’t mind, the record number in
December?

Mr. BIGGS. The record number for
apprehensions was 302,000 plus—302,000
people. That would have put it clearly
within the top 20 largest cities in this
country, when you think about that.

Mr. GOOD of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, I
would like to have a colloquy with the
gentleman from Arizona regarding an
illustration relative to the CBP One
app.

Mr. PERRY. Mr. Speaker, I yield to
the gentleman from Virginia for the
purposes of a colloquy.

Mr. GOOD of Virginia. Think about
this, Mr. Speaker. If this Biden Federal
Government was the local police and
home burglaries were up, you have got
rising crime, home burglaries, which
are up under the Biden administration.
In this case, if there were too many
break-ins into homes across the coun-
try, their solution would be for the po-
lice to schedule the break-in with the
criminals, meet them at the house, and
let them in?

That is essentially what they are
doing. These illegals are coordinating
with the government to schedule their
illegal entry into our country, and
they count that differently within
their numbers than if they just go to
the border on their own with the crimi-
nal cartels instead of scheduling it
with our own Department of so-called
Homeland Security.

Mr. PERRY. It certainly is an as-
tounding eventuality that we are real-
izing, and we also know that the Bor-
der Patrol wants to do its job. I firmly
believe that 99.9 percent of the good
members of Customs and Border Pro-
tection want to do their job. They want
to protect the homeland, but they have
been given orders.

They have been given orders to proc-
ess these people, not bar entry to this
country, but process them to the point
where we don’t even have anybody out
on the line. I am sure the gentleman
from Arizona can talk about that.

Mr. BIGGS. Yes, I will speak to that
for just a second. A couple weeks ago
now, I took a group of people to
Lukeville, Arizona. Now, Lukeville is
an incredibly remote port of entry, 35
people or so live by there. You come
through Ajo, if you are coming from
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Phoenix or Tucson, and you are going
to go to Rocky Point down in Mexico,
it is very heavy traffic.

Well, they actually had to close that
port of entry. Why? Because the num-
ber of people pouring through, cutting
holes in the fences, and we had to bring
these people—we are talking multiple
thousands a day, multiple thousands a
day, 30,000 people in the last couple
weeks, right? Think about that.

What do they do? All they could do is
take the personnel that they have, and
they start working the line, right? No,
they don’t. They actually start trans-
porting them to an off-the-border facil-
ity, a soft-sided facility kind of like
the one you saw except smaller for the
first wait, because it is so remote, it
literally takes hours to get to a soft-
sided facility in Tucson, Arizona. They
will go there, and they will spend a few
hours, maybe a day or two before they
are distributed.

What happens? When I was there, I
thought, oh, man, we missed the flood
because we got there a little late in the
morning. I went and talked to these

people.
I said: Where are you from?
Guinea, Burkina Faso, Senegal,

India, Pakistan, a few from Guatemala.
Where are you going? You know what
they do? They look around, they find a
paper, it is a laminated card. It has the
names of the people they are going to
be in contact with, with phone num-
bers and an address where they are
going to be taken. Everywhere from
the Bronx to Missouri, to L.A., to
Houston. They are going all over.

Anyway, I said: This is interesting.
Let’s go on down, and we will drive the
border road for a while. We drive the
border road. There is a family of 10 peo-
ple or so.

I said: How did you get here?

We came about 2 hours ago. No, they
were 4 hours.

We came 4 hours ago. We came
through a hole in the fence down here
that the coyote showed us, and we
walked on up and we are just waiting.
We haven’t seen a CBP agent.

In 4 hours?

No, we haven’t. We are just waiting.
We are assured that someone will be
along.

They were from Mexico, within Mex-
ico, so we were able to speak Spanish
and talk to them.

Then we go on down, and as we are
going along, there isn’t anybody. There
is no CBP agent. We go a few miles,
and we stop.

We are like, you know, we have kind
of missed the rush. One of the people I
am with said: That looks like a group
right there, over here, down to the
right, on the road.

Sure enough, there’s 30 or 40 people
walking, right? We wait, and they get
by, and there is another group right be-
hind them and another group and an-
other group. We asked them where
they were from. They are from all over.

Where are you going? All over.

How did you get in? There is a hole in
the fence right down here a couple
miles.
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We drove down there. Again, no CBP
agents. Why? They are working their
tail off having to transport and proc-
ess. They can’t do what they were hired
to do, what we need them to do.

We happened to run into a con-
tractor: Hey, what are you doing?

He has got a truck, and we had just
seen the welding guy, who I knew was
fixing the fence, and he had just driven
by. We talked to this guy and said:
What is up? Well, you know, he gets
this notebook out and starts showing
us all the holes in the fence they have
had to repair.

He said on this day—I can’t remem-
ber the actual day; I think it was De-
cember 14—there were something like
28 holes in the fence that they had to
repair. We were there at 10:30, 11:00 in
the morning, they had already repaired
six holes in the fence.

I asked: What is happening? How does
this happen? He says: Well, you will see
along the Mexico side there is a high-
way. The coyote will come in, con-
trolled by the cartel. He has got his
own torch to cut the holes in the fence.
They will wrap chains around it, they
will pull out the slats, and people will
just flood through, and that is what
you saw.

That day they had already repaired
six holes, and we said: Well, where’s
the agents? We were looking for
agents, as well. I love the agents; I talk
to them all the time.

They said: Oh, they are back at the
facility processing.

Mr. PERRY. Back at the facility
processing?

Mr. BIGGS. Because they can’t get
there. You know what? My colleagues
on the Democrat side, they will tell
you that there is no problem down on
the border because they really don’t
think there is. I think this is an exis-
tential crisis.

Mr. PERRY. I disagree. They do
know there is, but they want to deny
that there is to the American people.
They want these people to keep coming
illegally in the numbers that they have
been and will continue to come, and
every policy that they support pro-
motes that. Every policy that we sup-
port to stem that tide they object to.

J 1830

Mr. PERRY. My good friend from
Virginia, I know you were there and
talked to some of the folks, regular
residents, not Border Patrol, not law
enforcement, just people trying to get
through their day as American citi-
Zens.

I talked to a husband and wife who
have a ranch there. The lady told me
horrific stories. They have an 18-year-
old daughter. The lady came home, and
there were people who came across the
border illegally, men, in her home.

She was worried her daughter was up-
stairs, and she kicked those people out
of her home and went to check on her
daughter. Her daughter was upstairs
listening to music and didn’t even
know anybody was in the house.
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I said: Well, what were they doing in
your house?

She said: Well, I keep a refrigerator
out on the front porch because we get
a bunch of migrants that come
through, and we put water and stuff in
it. We put beer in it, too. They wanted
beer, but they didn’t like the beer that
I had out in that refrigerator, so they
came into the house.

How would you like that?

If that is not enough, she told me she
went to get in her truck, and some lady
was in her truck bleeding to death be-
cause she had gotten her foot cut off
trying to jump off the train that goes
through their property.

She said in the period of time be-
tween the end of the year, so the end of
December, and when we were there,
which is the beginning of January, I
think essentially 3 or 4 days, there
were 77 cuts in their fence.

Mr. BIGGS. Three days.

Mr. PERRY. The U.S. Government—
your tax dollars—is paying for the cuts
in the fence that Mr. BIiGGs from Ari-
zona is talking about.

These people, citizens of the United
States who are taxpayers depending
upon their government to protect them
from invasion, guess who pays to fix
their fence?

They can’t even have animals on
their land anymore because they can’t
keep them in the fenced area because
the fences get cut by people coming
across illegally.

Is that any way to live, my good
friend from Virginia?

Mr. GOOD of Virginia. It is not any
way to live. I have heard our Speaker
say and members of our Conference
echo him when he says that the border
is the hill to die on, that the border is
the fight to have.

My question to them is: What does
that mean? When members of leader-
ship or members of our Conference say
the border is the hill to die on, what do
they mean by that? What are they pre-
pared to do?

This was my sixth trip in my 3 years
in Congress. The first one was led by
our friend from Arizona, and this most
recent one was also led by Mr. BIGGS
from Arizona.

What struck me about this time was
even though they knew we were com-
ing—they knew at least a larger con-
tingent was coming the next day. We
got there a little earlier the day before,
as you know, Tuesday night last week
before the main deal on Wednesday.

I have never seen the brazen, bold
amount of flow that we observed, doz-
ens at a time while we were there.

In my previous experience, we were
talking to ranchers, local law enforce-
ment, National Guard, Border Patrol,
and residents who live on the border,
but we looked a little bit official. We
have these Border Patrol guides, some
friends guiding us and so forth, so it is
pretty sparse. Not this time. They were
coming across right in front of us by
the dozens, most of them military-age
males, single males, coming across
themselves, not concerned.
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They are looking for Border Patrol
personnel to surrender to, to get the
free travel, the free housing, the free
healthcare, the free social services, the
free education if there are children in-
volved, and to be taken up and taken
care of at taxpayer expense.

However, as we talked to the chief of
that sector that we were at, the Del
Rio sector, this past week, he told us
that of the 240 miles there that they
were responsible for, only about 4 miles
had been patrolled during this recent
period of time when there were thou-
sands coming across because they were
all so busy processing.

Mr. PERRY. Wait. Four miles?

Mr. GOOD of Virginia. Out of 240. The
sector chief that we met with told us 4
out of 240 miles had been secured or pa-
trolled, I should say, during this period
of time before we had gotten there be-
cause the Border Patrol agents were
busy processing illegals into the coun-
try.

We talked to a judge, as Mr. BIGGS
mentioned, who said when she orders
individuals detained, they are still re-
leased.

We talked to a senior DHS official
who told us that they don’t know
where 75 percent of the people who
they have released into the interior of
the country have gone over these last 3
years.

They acknowledge that they have ap-
prehended 8 million and released essen-
tially 8 million. Last year, it was 3.2
million, and they only released, or re-
turned, rather, 140,000.

Mr. Speaker, 3 million last year re-
leased in the country, and they don’t
know where 75 percent of them are be-
cause, as Mr. BIGGS says, they get a
piece of paper saying they have a no-
tice to appear at a court date in the fu-
ture.

We will get in touch with you if we
can find you and tell you when that
court date is a few years down the
road.

They catch 100 on the terrorist watch
list from the dumb ones who surrender
to the Border Patrol and who don’t
think they are going to get caught be-
cause we are so generous and do so lit-
tle vetting at the border. They still
caught 100 among the 8 million who
come and surrender to Border Patrol.

How troubling is it that there are an
estimated 2 million, at least, got-
aways, the ones who don’t surrender
because they are trafficking the women
and children. They are trafficking
fentanyl and other harmful drugs.
They recognize the terrorist ties and
the criminal backgrounds. They don’t
surrender.

There are an estimated 2 million.
How many dangerous individuals might
be among that 2 million? What percent-
age do you think it might be? Ten per-
cent? So 90 percent are confused and
don’t know about all the free stuff?
They don’t know to use the CBP app?
They don’t know to surrender to Bor-
der Patrol to get all the free stuff? If
only 10 percent of them are bad guys,
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that would be 200,000. About 2,000 peo-
ple perpetrated the Hamas attack in
Israel.

When we have let individuals in this
country from 170 different countries.
They are coming from China, Russia,
the Middle East, hostile nations. We
don’t even know where they are com-
ing from.

That is on top of the same adminis-
tration, by the way, that brought
200,000 people here from Afghanistan in
2 weeks and didn’t vet them either.
Most of them were military-age males.
They claim they were doing it to bring
our interpreters and our translators.

I know General Perry served in the
military and wore the uniform, and our
friend who has joined us here, Mr.
CRANE, served in the military and wore
the uniform as a Navy SEAL.

I went to Fort Pickett to visit those
Afghanis in my district after they had
brought several thousand there to
house them. I took a Marine veteran
who works in my district office. We
went together to visit that fort. We did
the official tour first.

They told us we couldn’t come. By
the way, they allowed a colleague of
mine from the Virginia delegation—
they allowed her to come from the
neighboring district, but they didn’t
want me to come. She gave a very dif-
ferent report than I did, by the way.

We said we are coming anyway. We
had DHS and military personnel show
us around. After we were done, we did
our own wandering around. We went
and talked to the Afghanis who were
there. I remind you that these are the
translators and interpreters. Guess how
many of them spoke English? About 1
out of 10.

They finally acknowledged they
didn’t vet those people, and they don’t
know where they are. You wonder to
what end and to what limit.

Why would our own President per-
petrate this border invasion on pur-
pose? Why would he do this? When in
the history of our country has our own
President done more to intentionally
harm the United States than what this
President has done? If he sealed the
border today, irreparable harm has
been done.

Mr. PERRY. I want to tell a story
about getting on the plane in San
Antone to come home. Before I do that,
we are joined by the great Eli Crane
from the State of Arizona, out of that
uniform and into this uniform, fighting
for the great people of Arizona.

Mr. CRANE. Mr. Speaker, I thank my
colleague for allowing me to join to-
night to talk about this crisis at our
southern border.

Mr. GooD, when you talk about how
many got-aways we have right now in
this country, how many individuals on
the terror watch list, it is about 300
since Biden took office.

To give the American people some
context, I know that number under the
last administration was under 20. I be-
lieve it was about 14 people who were
encountered on the southern border
that were on the terrorist watch list.
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That is something that really piques
my interest because like a lot of Amer-
icans who are still alive today and have
jobs, families, who love this country, 9/
11 changed my life.

I dropped out of school my senior
year and joined the Navy the week
after 9/11. I remind Americans it only
took 19 people to perpetrate those acts
on 9/11.

When you are talking about this
amount of numbers, this invasion—I
hate to say it. I hate to sound like an
alarmist, but as somebody who con-
siders myself a sheepdog, somebody
who considers myself the type of indi-
vidual who wants to protect other peo-
ple—and we have other sheepdogs
around this Capitol right now. There
are some in the balcony. There are
some out there.

We know what this is going to lead
to. I hate to say it, but I am going to
say it because Americans need to
know. It is not a question of if. It is a
question of when.

It breaks my heart, but it enrages me
at the same time because Americans
deserve better. They deserve leader-
ship. They deserve a government that
puts their safety and security as a top
priority. We are not—I repeat, we are
not—doing that.

It is one of the reasons right now in
the Homeland Security Committee
that we are working on impeaching
Secretary Alejandro Mayorkas.

I hope it is something that we are ac-
tually able to conclude this time, even
though a couple of weeks ago we tried
that in this very Chamber, and eight
Republicans voted against it.

It is imperative that we do that, not
because we are going to get a better re-
placement. It is imperative that we do
that because the American people are
watching.

They are sick and tired of this place.
They are sick and tired of the politi-
cians here. One of the biggest reasons
they are sick and tired of it is because
nobody ever gets held accountable.

It has been a long time since a Cabi-
net Secretary was impeached. I am not
sure it has ever even happened.

Mr. BIGGS, has that ever even hap-
pened?

Mr. BIGGS. One hundred fifty years
ago.

Mr. CRANE. There have been a lot of
historic things that have happened in
this Congress, Mr. BiGGS, and I am hop-
ing that the impeachment of a Cabinet
Secretary, Alejandro Mayorkas, is one
of the next things that happens be-
cause I want the American people to
know that there is not one set of rules
for them and one set of rules for the
people up there. They know for a fact
they could not come up here and do the
exact opposite of what their job de-
scription was.

Look at his job title: Secretary of
Homeland Security. I don’t know about
you. I am not an English major, but
that would make me Dbelieve, Mr.
PERRY, that his job might be to protect
the homeland.
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What do you think about that?

Mr. PERRY. Well, I was around when
that agency was enacted, and there was
a reason we called it that. It was sup-
posed to help all the disparate agencies
collaborate toward one singular focus,
which was protecting America.

Mr. BIGGS. Can I interject some-
thing? We have been talking about
Eagle Pass, and I have a bit of breaking
news for you.

Those who were with me, we actually
drove through the golf course to get to
a couple of our points.

Mr. PERRY. People don’t know that,
Mr. BigGs from Arizona, but there is a
golf course right on the river at Eagle
Pass, Texas.

While people are coming illegally
across the border, you could be teeing
off or on the green trying to get one in
the cup. They are walking right across
in front of you, yelling. They were
yelling ‘‘Venezuela’’ when I was there.

I don’t know why you come from
Venezuela to America illegally yelling
‘“Venezuela.”” You would think you
would at least have the sense to say
“USA,” but that is another story.

What is your story on the golf
course?
Mr. BIGGS. The breaking news is

this: That park area has now been—
today, Governor Abbott of Texas, be-
cause he feels so overrun, has declared
a state of emergency, and that prop-
erty has been taken over by the State
of Texas.

They will arrest anybody who enters
that property for criminal trespass and
prosecute them. I guess it underlines
kind of a finer point that we have been
talking about. Is this a crisis? Are we
chasing phantoms, or is this a real cri-
sis? Well, it is a real crisis, and as we
sit here, this administration is a law-
less administration. They are not going
to do anything to actually enforce the
border.

I say this often. We can pass every
kind of policy we want, but believe me,
title 8 forbids Mayorkas from doing
what he is doing.
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He can’t catch and release. Courts
have told him to reinstate MPP, the
migrant protocol protections. He won’t
do that. This administration is lawless,
and I can only think of one thing, and
the Founders gave it to us. They were
crystal clear. They said: Your check,
legislative branch, is the purse strings.
It is the funding. I do not know how we
can continue to fund an administration
that chooses willfully to facilitate an
invasion of the United States of Amer-
ica. How can we?

Mr. PERRY. Well, Mr. BIGGS of
Texas, I am glad you brought that up.
Now, on my trip home, I went to the
airport in San Antonio. It was early in
the morning. People are around, but,
you know, we know what to look for
because we have heard the stories.
There is a brown envelope, and people
are carrying it.

Now, you know, you either have your
app on your phone—not the CBP One
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app, but the app for the airline you are
flying—so you get your boarding pass
or you are carrying a physical boarding
pass, and it says, you know, zone one,
whatever, right, to tell you when you
are boarding. People not from this
country that have never been on an
airplane before don’t know what any of
that is. They want to get to the next—
and I happened to be going to Char-
lotte, South Carolina, for my connec-
tion to get back home to the great
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. I am
sitting listening to the announce-
ments, and I am going to show up in
line at the appropriate time. But the
folks that don’t understand English
and don’t know what a boarding pass
is, they just all go to the front of the
line.

These people that work for the air-
lines, they are trying to hold back this
horde of people that just want to get in
the airplane. Now, it is one thing—Mr.
BIGGS, you speak Spanish. My mother
is Colombian, so I know a little bit;
you know, I can make my way through
it. But if you have got people coming
from 170 different countries, the gate
agent likely doesn’t know what you
speak in Burkina Faso or maybe you
don’t know Farsi or something like
that. They are trying to explain to
these people, no, you have to wait your
turn.

Now, while all that is happening, it is
going through my mind that these peo-
ple that came from some other country
other than Mexico, which is important
because they flew into Mexico and then
walked across the border, so they had
some means to get there. It wasn’t like
they were just out in a boat floating
around in the ocean and all of a sud-
den, oh, we are on the Rio Grande and
we are coming into America now. I
mean, this is all planned, right?

Now the American taxpayer is paying
for these folks to get on this plane.
They just came across illegally, and
they are going to Charlotte. I don’t
know where they are going after that,
but I know a bunch of them were going
to Charlotte because I was on the plane
with them. We are going to pay for
that.

We are talking about funding, last
yvear’s funding. We are not into this
yvear’s funding. We are still trying to
figure out last year’s funding. And I
think, Mr. BIGGS, right now we are
being asked to just continue to fund
what we have been talking about for
the last hour; is that not right?

Mr. BIGGS. You are being asked to
fully fund the Department of Homeland
Security today with no policy changes
even. That is what you are being asked.
But more than that, you are being
asked to continue all the other pro-
grams, the crazy subsidies for Green
New Deal stuff, which was forecast at
$350 billion, which is now forecast at
$2.5 trillion. But they are asking you to
basically get on board that. So you are
getting a weak sauce plan from the
Senate that even Senators are rebel-
ling against, saying this will do noth-
ing, which it won’t do anything.
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Mr. CRANE. But, Congressman
Bigas, it is an election year. We
couldn’t possibly disrupt things be-
cause it is an election year, right? That
was one of the arguments I heard today
why we can’t do anything about the
border—it is an election year, and
there are politics on the line.

Mr. BIGGS. Well, so the question is
really then are you content with ap-
proximately 5 million more people ille-
gally entering the country over the
next 12 months or are you going to try
to do something about it? Because
302,000 plus at least—they acknowledge
50,000 on the got-aways. They don’t
know what the unknown got-aways
are, but—a lot of people don’t this, but
I am going to explain it.

When you have a group that you
can’t catch up to—and we get that a lot
in Arizona. Arizona is the number one
known got-away place. Why? Because
it is rugged. It is really desolate. If you
see a group, and you can’t tell how
many it is, do you know what you get
to mark down? Twenty plus. They
count it as 20. It may be 75. It may be
50. It may be 22. But it is inaccurate.
And the people I talk to tell me it is at
least one for one. If it is 50,000, it is
100,000 because they don’t know what
the real number is. That is 402,000 last
month alone. And do you want to con-
tinue that? How can we as a country
continue that? And they are coming
from 170 different nations.

Mr. PERRY. So in the 5 minutes we
have remaining, now, Mr. CRANE is new
here, so maybe he is excited to vote to
continue that. I don’t think he is, but
that is between him and his constitu-
ents.

Mr. GooD was here not this last
Christmas last month but the Christ-
mas before, and we got a present from
the United States Senate called an om-
nibus. Everything was in it: all kinds
of spending, trillions of dollars, bad
policy that is leading to the destruc-
tion of this country, including a wide-
open border.

If T am not mistaken, Mr. GOOD, you
voted ‘‘no” on that.

Mr. GOOD of Virginia. It was $1.6
trillion, later increased and scored up
to $4.6 trillion. And the deal that we
heard about announced over the week-
end, the deal between Senate and
House leadership is $1.66 trillion, $20
billion higher than what the current
score is for the omnibus that we appro-
priately attacked, -criticized, and
fought against a year ago.

We are now being ask to vote for an
increase in spending for the very poli-
cies that we campaign against, Mr.
CRANE, Mr. BIGGS, that we run against,
that we rail against, that are destroy-
ing the country, and the spending lev-
els that are bankrupting our kids and
our grandkids while this border inva-
sion continues.

Mr. PERRY. In the 4 minutes we
have left, I am standing with great
American patriots here that have de-
cided to serve in Congress, do the right
thing no matter what Washington,
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D.C., tells them. It seems to me—I
don’t know, maybe I am cynical,
maybe I am jaded—we are getting no
help from our colleagues on the other
side of the aisle on this border issue or
on this spending issue. Likewise, we
are getting little to no help from the
other side of the building.

Are we the only four Americans that
care about this? There are other good
colleagues here that care about it.
Well, they are on this side of the aisle,
and they are on this side of the build-
ing. Mr. BIGGS, is there anybody—you
come from a State where there are
Democrats elected. I come from Penn-
sylvania. We have 12.5, 13 million Penn-
sylvanians. During the course of the 4-
year Biden administration there is
going to be a whole new Pennsylvania
in this country, right? That is how
many people are coming. Do our
friends on the other side of the aisle
have no constituency that says, hold
on a second, I am tired of paying for
this? Mr. Speaker, is there anybody in
your State on the other side of the
aisle that will say I have had enough?
Mr. BI1GGS?

Mr. BIGGS. I will tell you this: There
may be three people over here I can
name. I won’t name them to protect
them because they always talk like
they are going to help us out, but they
don’t ever help us out. I love them to
death, but they never quite can deliver
it. But I will tell you, when you go
along the border from RGV to San
Ysidro, which is San Diego, and you go
talk to the local folks, many of whom
are Democrat leaders of those cities
and those counties, they want some-
thing done. They will stand with you.

And do you know what you guys
heard in your group, and we happened
to be there? They said shut the govern-
ment down until you shut the border
down. And do you know what? That is
a common sentiment all along the bor-
der. It is common in my district in Ari-
zona. And I have got a great plan for
that, but I can’t introduce it in 2 min-
utes, but, Mr. Speaker, I will tell you,
that is the facts. Even the Democrats
who are facing the brunt of this—and I
don’t care what New York is doing.
You go tell the people down in Ajo, Ar-
izona, why they are getting overrun
right now. They would like to hear it
from you.

Mr. PERRY. That is right. In the re-
maining 1% minutes, I will kind of end
this where I started it out for all of us.
We have got friends on the other side of
the aisle here in this building, friends
in the other party around the country
in charge of cities, in charge of States.
All of them are complaining. They are
all complaining. This is a crisis. It is
an emergency in our State. It is an
emergency in our city and our commu-
nity. We have to have something done
about it.

I am still waiting. I am still waiting
for the first one to say we are going to
revoke the sanctuary city, the sanc-
tuary State status. But until that hap-
pens, Mr. Speaker, they are not serious
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about any of this. They don’t care
about any of this. They don’t care
about any of the citizens that elected
them, that pay taxes in those political
subdivisions. They don’t care about
them. They want to appear to care, but
they don’t care because they are allow-
ing this. They are not only allowing it
like Secretary Mayorkas, like my
friends on the other side of the aisle
and the other side of the building, they
are not just allowing it; they are pro-
moting it. They want it to happen.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair would remind Members to direct
all remarks to the Chair, to formally
yield, and to reclaim time when under
recognition.

RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT
EXPENSING

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 9, 2023, the Chair recognizes the
gentleman from Kansas (Mr. ESTES) for
30 minutes.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. ESTES. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-
imous consent that all Members have 5
legislative days to revise and extend
their remarks and include extraneous
material on the subject of this Special
Order.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Kansas?

There was no objection.

Mr. ESTES. Mr. Speaker, it is a new
year, and the House is already busy
tackling issues important to Ameri-
cans. Something that should be high on
our list is advancing legislation that
will benefit our economy, U.S.
innovators, and American workers—
and that is immediate R&D expensing.

Tonight my colleagues and I want to
talk about how this critical provision
encourages research and development
in the United States, and, in turn,
helps fuel job growth and keeps manu-
facturing inside our borders.

Recognizing this, for nearly 70 years
the tax code allowed businesses to fully
deduct their R&D expenses in the same
year in which they were incurred. How-
ever, since the beginning of 2022, busi-
nesses have been required to spread
out, or amortize, R&D expenses over 5
years for domestic R&D or 15 years for
foreign R&D.

As you can see on this graph, since
amortization took place, the growth
rate of R&D spending has slowed dra-
matically from 6.6 percent on average
over the previous 6 years to less than
one half of 1 percent over the last 12
months.

This slump in U.S. R&D investment
is hurting the American economy at a
time when rising inflation is hurting
workers and holding back job creators.

As companies spend far less on R&D,
the sector is down by more than 14,000
jobs. Three-quarters of research and de-
velopment spending is on salaries and
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wages, making R&D amortization pri-
marily a jobs issue.

On the other hand, our main compet-
itor, China, has seen its R&D invest-
ment increase by 400 percent in just
two decades. While the United States’
share of global R&D investment in 2019
had dropped to 30 percent, China’s
share had moved up to 24 percent—in
fact, up from 15 percent in 2009, a jump
of nearly 10 percentage points in 10
years.

They achieved this impressive
growth by implementing the deduction
of 200 percent on eligible R&D invest-
ments. Without action, the TUnited
States will fall even further behind.

But we have the solution, and it is
backed by Members in 43 States and
from both sides of the aisle.

On tax day of this year, I reintro-
duced H.R. 2673, the American Innova-
tion and R&D Competitiveness Act.
This bipartisan bill corrects the R&D
amortization issue and will spur home-
grown research and development. And
we know that where R&D occurs, jobs
and economic opportunities follow.
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Mr. Speaker, the American Innova-
tion and R&D Competitive Business
Act has 212 cosponsors in addition to
myself and a lead Democrat. Those are
nearly evenly split between Democrats
and Republicans. It is the 17th most co-
sponsored piece of legislation in this
Congress. Tonight, my colleagues are
going to help me share the decisive dif-
ference it would make for workers and
innovators in each of their districts.

As I wrote in an op-ed in December,
the best time to address R&D amorti-
zation was at the end of 2021. The best
next time is now. We need to pass R&D
immediate expensing for the American
people and our U.S. economy.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman
from Texas (Mr. ARRINGTON), the chair
of the Budget Committee and my good
friend.

Mr. ARRINGTON. Mr. Speaker, I
thank the gentleman from Kansas who
represents a district that may be the
second largest production ag district
only to west Texas, the food, fuel, and
fiber capital of the world.

In all seriousness, spending is out of
control like never before in this coun-
try. Our debt is unsustainable, which is
an understatement, maybe the biggest
one of the night, and America’s fiscal
health is in rapid decline.

What is the formula? Reverse Biden’s
spending spree, right-size this bloated
and weaponized bureaucracy, rein in
mandatory spending, reform entitle-
ments, root out all of this trillions in
waste and fraud, and then return to
progrowth, prowork, proenergy poli-
cies.

That last piece is critical. In order
for us to bring this indebtedness in this
great country of ours—it has surpassed
World War II as the highest levels of
indebtedness in the history of our
country. We have to have growth.
Growth is essential not only to reining
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