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60 members representing more than a 
third of the U.S. population, including 
more than 20 million Black Americans. 

It is on Shirley Chisholm’s shoulders 
that the Congressional Black Caucus 
has continued to fight to dismantle 
barriers, to create opportunities, and 
to protect the very rights of every indi-
vidual, regardless of their cir-
cumstance, because we believe, as Ms. 
Shirley Chisholm believed, in a future 
where everyone can thrive and achieve 
their full potential. 

Every day, we build on the legacy of 
Representative Shirley Chisholm, un-
derstanding that we must always speak 
truth to power and to stand up for the 
values that we hold dear. 

We remain mindful that we must 
work to push back against efforts that 
impede progress, including those to roll 
back women’s rights or to cut off ac-
cess to capital and better opportuni-
ties. 

This month and every month, we will 
remain mindful that we must directly 
address the challenges that persist, 
particularly for Black women in this 
climate. 

Black maternal mortality is at an 
all-time high. Access to reproductive 
care; the ballot box; fair representa-
tion; diversity, equity, and inclusion in 
the workplace and in corporate Amer-
ica; and fundamental freedoms are 
under threat every day. 

As the conscience of the Congress, 
the Congressional Black Caucus will 
continue working, fighting, and leading 
to protect abortion rights, to invest in 
childcare, to deliver paid leave, and to 
finally achieve pay equity for Black 
women and to close the racial wealth 
gap in America. 

These are the priorities that the Con-
gressional Black Caucus believes are 
important as we uplift the issues of 
Women’s History Month. 

Again, I thank our co-anchors for 
leading tonight’s Special Order hour 
and all of our members and especially 
the women of the Congressional Black 
Caucus. 

When we started 52 years ago, the 
CBC was made up of 13 people—12 men 
and 1 woman. Today, I am proud that 
of those 60 members of the CBC, 31 are 
women, Black women, who are leading 
in the Congressional Black Caucus. 

We have come a long way. We have a 
much longer way to go. I thank the 
members for their work on these im-
portant topics. 

Mr. JACKSON of Illinois. Madam 
Speaker, I thank the tireless fighter, 
our leader, the chairman of the Con-
gressional Black Caucus, Chairman 
STEVEN HORSFORD, from the great 
State of Nevada. I also thank my co-
anchor, the Honorable SHEILA 
CHERFILUS-MCCORMICK, from the great 
State of Florida. 

Madam Speaker, you have heard 
from my distinguished colleagues 
about African-American contributions 
to American history and Women’s His-
tory Month, all issues of great impor-
tance to the Congressional Black Cau-

cus, our constituents, Congress, and all 
Americans tonight. 

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

f 

CONTINUING TO CELEBRATE 
BLACK HISTORY MONTH 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 9, 2023, the Chair recognizes the 
gentlewoman from Michigan (Ms. 
SCHOLTEN) for 30 minutes. 

Ms. SCHOLTEN. Madam Speaker, 
each February, we come together as a 
nation to celebrate Black History 
Month. While we may have just closed 
out Black History Month, our celebra-
tion here in Congress and back home in 
west Michigan continues. 

This year, I had the honor of 
partnering with the Grand Rapids Afri-
can American Museum and Archives to 
elevate the stories of west Michigan’s 
heroes, barrier breakers, and change- 
makers who shaped the course of our 
community and our Nation’s history. 

I am proud to offer these six stories 
of change-makers from Michigan’s 
Third Congressional District. Here are 
their stories. 

First, as we stand at this bridge be-
tween February and March, Black His-
tory Month and Women’s History 
Month, as we just heard from our in-
credible Congressional Black Caucus, it 
is appropriate to begin with our first 
story, the story of Emma Warren Ford. 

Mrs. Ford was a well-known commu-
nity organizer who challenged Jim 
Crow laws and protested discrimina-
tion in the late 19th and early 20th cen-
turies. 

She began her work in the African 
Methodist Episcopal Church and the 
Women’s Christian Temperance Union, 
the WCTU. At the 1982 WCTU State 
convention in Benton Harbor, she was 
appointed as the superintendent of the 
Work Among Colored People. 

She was a founding member of the 
Married Ladies’ 19th Century Club, 
hosting meetings and leading activities 
for the first literary and social club for 
African-American women in Grand 
Rapids. 

In 1913, Mrs. Ford was chosen by Gov-
ernor Woodbridge Ferris to represent 
the State of Michigan at the 50th anni-
versary celebration of the Emanci-
pation Proclamation in New York. 
What an honor for west Michigan. 

Our second story is the story of Paul 
Phillips. Phillips grew up in Omaha, 
Nebraska, where he set a State record 
in track, earning himself a scholarship 
to Marquette University. Later, he re-
ceived a master’s degree and a Ph.D. in 
sociology from Fisk University. In 1946, 
Phillips came to Grand Rapids to work 
for the Borough Community Associa-
tion. Passionate about civic and com-
munity work, by 1947, he became exec-
utive director and secretary of the 
Grand Rapids Urban League, where he 
would continue to serve for more than 
30 years, including through the civil 
rights struggles of the 1950s and 1960s, 

serving as a calm and strong force 
against racial discrimination. 

Phillips was passionate about docu-
menting and researching Black history 
in Grand Rapids and is one of the most 
influential contributors to the local 
history that we know today. 

In 1951, Phillips won election to the 
City Charter Commission, one of the 
first African Americans elected to pub-
lic office in Grand Rapids. He was also 
the first African American elected to 
the city’s board of education. 

During President Gerald Ford’s time 
in office, Phillips served as a consult-
ant on minority citizen concerns. In 
1972, Phillips received an honorary doc-
torate of humane letters from Grand 
Valley State University. 

In 1967, Phillips passed away. The 
Paul I. Phillips Boys and Girls Club in 
Grand Rapids is named in his honor. 

The third story is that of Yvonne Lit-
tle Woodward, the sister of Malcolm X 
and a local leader and advocate in west 
Michigan. 

Yvonne secured her place of recogni-
tion as the first African-American tele-
phone operator for Michigan Bell in 
Grand Rapids in 1948. 

Her son said: ‘‘She knew if she didn’t 
do the right thing, it would take years 
for them to hire another Black oper-
ator.’’ 

In Grand Rapids, the operators took 
a vote on whether they were willing to 
work with her. The vote was unani-
mous except for one, who Little later 
won over. 

From her engagement with cus-
tomers at the Woodland Park grocery 
store to her civic involvements, win-
ning people over was at the heart of 
how she interacted with her commu-
nity. 

Little was often called on to speak in 
west Michigan and elsewhere where 
children were the audience, focusing 
always on the next generation. 

Our next story is Merze Tate. Merze 
Tate defied the odds during the Jim 
Crow era and became a college dean 
and professor, a world traveler, an 
international reporter, and an adviser 
to General Dwight D. Eisenhower. 

Tate was born 60 miles northeast of 
Grand Rapids in Blanchard, Michigan, 
in 1905. She longed to see the world 
outside the pine trees and dirt roads 
and to receive an education. 

After high school, Tate applied to the 
University of Michigan but was re-
jected because of the color of her skin. 
This obstacle did not prevent her from 
getting an education. She was invited 
to attend Western Michigan University 
by President Dwight B. Waldo. In 1927, 
Tate became the first African Amer-
ican to graduate from that institution. 

In 1935, she went back to school and 
became the first African American to 
earn a graduate degree from Oxford 
University. Her dissertation and schol-
arly interest focused on disarmament, 
and she pursued a Fulbright fellowship 
in India. 

This wealth of experience led her to 
an appointment as an adviser to Gen-
eral Eisenhower on international rela-
tions. It also formed the basis for her 
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continued scholarly work on the sub-
ject. 

Her second book, ‘‘The United States 
and Armaments,’’ was widely used by 
the Department of State and Com-
mittee for World Development and 
World Disarmament. In 1984, the De-
partment named Dr. Tate one of three 
Americans to represent the United 
States at a UNESCO seminar. 

Tate made history throughout her 
career. In 1941, she became the first Af-
rican-American female to earn a Ph.D. 
in political science from Harvard Uni-
versity. In 1970, she became the first 
African American to receive a distin-
guished alumni award from Western 
Michigan University. 

Tate was a college professor at sev-
eral institutions, including Barber-Sco-
tia College, Bennett College, Morgan 
State College, and Howard University, 
where she taught from 1942 to 1977. 

She spoke five languages, traveled 
the world twice, was an international 
reporter for Baltimore’s Afro-American 
newspaper, and worked as a photog-
rapher, filmmaker, and researcher for 
the U.S. State Department, all while 
being a college professor. 

Tate passed away in 1996 at the age of 
91. She has left millions to institutes of 
higher learning that looked beyond her 
race and gender to provide her with a 
stellar education and to inspire her to 
impact the world in many areas for 
generations to come. 

We next have a pair of stories, those 
of Major Denzal Harvey and Dr. Robert 
Garrison. Major Harvey and Dr. Garri-
son both have strong connections to 
the Muskegon community and served 
as Tuskegee Airmen during World War 
II. 

Denzal Harvey was born at Hackley 
Hospital and graduated from Muskegon 
High School. In high school, he earned 
a letter in track, where he was only 
one of a few men of color on the team. 

In 1941, Harvey enlisted in the U.S. 
Air Force as a private first class and by 
1942 had been sent to Air Corps’ ad-
vanced flight school in Tuskegee, Ala-
bama, where he joined the 99th Fighter 
Squadron. 

The 99th Fighter Squadron in 1943 
was assigned to North Africa, flying 
hand-me-down aircraft on support mis-
sions. They joined up with other Afri-
can-American aviation units there to 
create the 332nd Fighter Group. 

The 99th eventually moved to Foggia, 
Italy, where the group served as fighter 
escorts to B–24 bombers in bombing 
raids over the Mediterranean and Eu-
rope. 

It was the bombing crews that gave 
the group its name, ‘‘Red Tails.’’ The 
National Park Service’s Tuskegee ex-
hibit notes that the transition from 
training to actual combat wasn’t al-
ways smooth, given the racial tensions 
of the time. However, the airmen over-
came the obstacles posed by segrega-
tion. 

In 1942, Harvey eventually began 
serving temporarily as a captain. It 
was extremely rare. At the start of 

World War II, there were only 12 Afri-
can-American officers in the U.S. mili-
tary. 

As a captain, Harvey once had a 
corpsman who refused to salute him. 
His daughter said he responded with: 
‘‘You are going to salute the uniform if 
you don’t salute me.’’ She said: ‘‘They 
made it look easy, but it was never 
easy because dealing with racism was 
never easy.’’ 

Garrison’s daughter, Judy Rogers, 
says her father was reluctant to talk 
about the war. Until she was 45 years 
old, she never knew that he had been a 
Tuskegee Airman. ‘‘He was proud of 
himself, but I can’t say he actually en-
joyed being in the war.’’ 

b 2100 

Dr. Robert Garrison was from Ohio, 
but he spent his entire postwar adult 
life working as a physician in Mus-
kegon after being hired by Hackley 
Hospital in 1958. He didn’t much talk 
about his work or his service, and for 
many years, he was known mostly for 
his work as a doctor in the community. 

Harvey earned a degree from Mus-
kegon Community College, worked as a 
real estate agent, and attended law 
school. He later returned to the Air 
Force, taking his family with him to 
far-flung bases. He finished his career 
working in the city of Detroit’s munic-
ipal courts. 

His daughter, Judy Rogers, said he 
was the area’s only Black physician for 
several years. In 1971, Garrison became 
the first Black member of the Mus-
kegon Community College Board of 
Trustees. He served for 10 years as a 
trustee for the Community Foundation 
for Muskegon County. 

Finally, to close out this moment of 
reflection, we have the story of a story-
teller. I would like to honor the Grand 
Rapids African American Museum and 
Archive’s owned George Bayard. A long 
time Grand Rapidian, every single day, 
George is working to preserve west 
Michigan’s African American history 
and keep memories alive for future 
generations. 

I couldn’t be more grateful for his 
friendship, his partnership in this 
project, and our shared work together 
for our west Michigan community. 

Madam Speaker, this is for George. 
His passion and dedication to telling 
the stories of Black west Michiganians 
ensures that Black History Month is 
not contained just to a single month 
but that we recognize the contribu-
tions of African Americans in our com-
munity every day. 

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to maintain proper 
decorum in the Chamber. 

f 

BILL PRESENTED TO THE 
PRESIDENT 

Kevin F. McCumber, Acting Clerk of 
the House, reported that on March 1, 
2024, the following bill was presented to 

the President of the United States for 
approval: 

H.R. 7463. Making further continuing ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2024, and for 
other purposes. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

Ms. SCHOLTEN. Madam Speaker, I 
move that the House do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 9 o’clock and 2 minutes p.m.), 
under its previous order, the House ad-
journed until tomorrow, Wednesday, 
March 6, 2024, at 10 a.m. for morning- 
hour debate. 

f 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 
ETC. 

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive 
communications were taken from the 
Speaker’s table and referred as follows: 

EC–3274. A letter from the Alternate OSD 
FRLO, Office of the Secretary, Department 
of Defense, transmitting the Department’s 
final rule — Supplemental Standards of Eth-
ical Conduct for Employees of the Depart-
ment of Defense; Correction [Docket ID: 
DoD-2021-OS-0032] (RIN: 0790-AL21) received 
February 16, 2024, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Armed Serv-
ices. 

EC–3275. A letter from the Assistant to the 
Board, Board of Governors of the Federal Re-
serve System, transmitting the System’s 
final rule — Truth in Lending (Regulation Z) 
[Docket No.: R-1820] (RIN: 7100-AG69) re-
ceived February 16, 2024, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Financial 
Services. 

EC–3276. A letter from the Assistant to the 
Board, Board of Governors of the Federal Re-
serve System, transmitting the System’s 
final rule — Consumer Leasing (Regulation 
M) [Docket No.: R-1821] (RIN: 7100-AG70) re-
ceived February 16, 2024, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Financial 
Services. 

EC–3277. A letter from the Assistant to the 
Board, Board of Governors of the Federal Re-
serve System, transmitting the System’s 
final rule — Regulatory Capital Rules: Risk- 
Based Capital Requirements for Depository 
Institution Holding Companies Significantly 
Engaged in Insurance Activities [Docket No.: 
R-1673] (RIN: 7100-AF56) received February 
16, 2024, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); 
Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to 
the Committee on Financial Services. 

EC–3278. A letter from the Assistant to the 
Board, Board of Governors of the Federal Re-
serve System, transmitting the System’s 
final rule — Federal Reserve Bank Capital 
Stock [Regulation I; Docket No.: R-1824] 
(RIN: 7100-AG72) received February 16, 2024, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Financial Services. 

EC–3279. A letter from the Assistant to the 
Board, Board of Governors of the Federal Re-
serve System, transmitting the System’s 
final rule — Appraisals for Higher-Priced 
Mortgage Loans Exemption Threshold 
[Docket No.: R-1819] (RIN: 7100-AG19) re-
ceived February 16, 2024, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Financial 
Services. 

EC–3280. A letter from the Associate Gen-
eral Counsel for Legislation and Regulations, 
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