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reference libraries to ensure no deadly
substance escapes detection.

Three, Mr. Speaker, it aligns re-
search priorities with specific threats,
incorporating not only DEA reports
but also the latest Homeland Threat
Assessment to address emerging chal-
lenges.

Finally, four, it preserves the au-
thorities of Federal agencies managing
detection equipment and reference li-
braries, maintaining a seamless re-
sponse across departments.

These changes reflect the urgency
and complexity of the crisis that we as
a nation face.

This legislation will empower our law
enforcement officers, public health
workers, and communities by devel-
oping cutting-edge technology to de-
tect and intercept dangerous sub-
stances; strengthening partnerships be-
tween Federal, State, and local agen-
cies; and staying ahead of drug traf-
fickers’ tactics through innovation and
advanced research.

This bill is more than just policy. It
is a commitment to saving American
lives.

Mr. Speaker, every overdose pre-
vented means a family spared from
grief, a child with a parent, and a com-
munity with hope.

I express my deep appreciation for
my good friend, Congressman LOU
CORREA, for joining me in championing
this important legislation. His stead-
fast dedication to this cause along with
Senators JOHN CORNYN, JON OSSOFF,
and KYRSTEN SINEMA’s thoughtful con-
tributions are getting the bill over the
finish line and onto the President’s
desk.

I also thank the many organizations
representing law enforcement profes-
sionals, public health advocates, and
local communities. Their input has
been invaluable.

Mr. Speaker, the clock is ticking,
and lives are at stake. Let us come to-
gether once again to pass the amended
DETECT Fentanyl and Xylazine Act
and send it to the President’s desk.

Let us give our law enforcement the
tools that they need, and let us stand
with our communities. Let us take a
giant leap toward ending this deadly
epidemic.

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself the balance of my time to close.

Republicans and Democrats alike
recognize the challenges facing law en-
forcement in the detection of dan-
gerous drugs like fentanyl and
xylazine.

H.R. 8663 is a step in the right direc-
tion, and we should send it to the
President’s desk today.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. GREEN of Tennessee. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield myself the balance of my
time.

Again, I strongly urge my colleagues
to concur in the Senate amendments to
H.R. 8663, and I appreciate the New
Yorkers who contributed to this bill as
well as Mr. CORREA. I yield back the
balance of my time.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Tennessee (Mr.
GREEN) that the House suspend the
rules and concur in the Senate amend-
ments to the bill, H.R. 8663.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. GREEN of Tennessee. Mr. Speak-
er, on that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned.

———

BEAGLE BRIGADE ACT OF 2023

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I move to suspend the
rules and pass the bill (S. 759) to au-
thorize the National Detector Dog
Training Center, and for other pur-
poses.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

S. 759

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Beagle Bri-
gade Act of 2023°.

SEC. 2. NATIONAL DETECTOR DOG TRAINING
CENTER.

(a) IN GENERAL.—There is established a Na-
tional Detector Dog Training Center (re-
ferred to in this Act as the ‘“‘Center”’).

(b) DUTIES.—The Center shall have the fol-
lowing duties:

(1) Training dogs for the purpose of safe-
guarding domestic agricultural and natural
resources from foreign and invasive pests
and diseases.

(2) Training human handlers to success-
fully select and train dogs for the purpose
described in paragraph (1).

(3) Collaborating with relevant Federal
agencies, including U.S. Customs and Border
Protection, to safeguard domestic agricul-
tural and natural resources.

(4) Collaborating with external stake-
holders, including State departments of agri-
culture, local and county agricultural offi-
cials, private sector entities, and other rel-
evant non-Federal partners.

(5) Ensuring the health and welfare of all
dogs under the care of the Center, including
by ensuring access to necessary veterinary
care, adequate shelter, and proper nutrition.

(6) Providing opportunities for private
adoption of retirement-age trained dogs and
dogs that do not complete training.

(7) Any other duties necessary to safeguard
domestic agricultural and natural resources
from foreign and invasive pests and diseases,
as determined by the Secretary of Agri-
culture, acting through the Administrator of
the Animal and Plant Health Inspection
Service.

SEC. 3. REPORT.

Not later than 1 year after the date of en-
actment of this Act, the Secretary of Agri-
culture, acting through the Administrator of
the Animal and Plant Health Inspection
Service, shall submit to Congress a report
that contains—

(1) a description of current and emerging
threats to domestic agricultural and natural
resources from foreign pests and diseases
within the purview of the operations of the
Center;
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(2) an examination of the role that the
Center plays in the protection against for-
eign pests and diseases;

(3) a description of improvements needed
in Federal programs to minimize threats
from foreign pests and diseases within the
purview of the operations of the Center, in-
cluding strengthened coordination among
the Animal and Plant Health Inspection
Service, U.S. Customs and Border Protec-
tion, and other relevant Federal agencies;

(4) recommendations to strengthen the ca-
pabilities of the Center in protecting against
foreign pests and diseases; and

(5) recommendations to improve—

(A) the dog procurement procedures of the
Center; and

(B) private adoption opportunities for re-
tirement-age trained dogs and dogs that do
not complete training.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. THOMPSON) and the
gentleman from Georgia (Mr. BISHOP)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Pennsylvania.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent
that all Members may have 5 legisla-
tive days in which to revise and extend
their remarks and include extraneous
material on S. 759.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania?

There was no objection.

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I yield myself such time
as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to be here
to support this bill that we are now de-
bating regarding the National Detector
Dog Training Center.

This training center serves as an im-
portant line of defense in safeguarding
America’s agricultural and natural re-
sources from harmful pests and dis-
eases. The center in Georgia trains
dogs and their handlers to detect pro-
hibited agricultural items like fruits,
vegetables, and meats.

These dogs and their handlers then
serve at many of our border entry
points to prevent such prohibited items
from coming into our country and
spreading dangerous pests and animal
diseases that would have just dev-
astating impacts on our domestic pro-
duction, actually impacting our ability
to feed ourselves, resulting in food in-
security, which affects national secu-
rity.

While this bill simply codifies the
training center that has been in exist-
ence since 1984, I am glad to see the
center receive the recognition and
prioritization it deserves.

I am happy to support this legisla-
tion that has been supported by Mr.
SANFORD BISHOP. I also appreciate Rep-
resentative FERGUSON’s leadership on
this bill in bringing it to the floor. I
thank him for his service to Georgia’s
Third Congressional District.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker,
I yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.
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I am proud to rise in support of the
Beagle Brigade Act, which is a bipar-
tisan, bicameral bill, the companion of
which I led in this Chamber with my
colleagues Representatives DREW FER-
GUSON, DAN KILDEE, and ADRIAN SMITH.

The Senate version, which we con-
sider today, was offered and advanced
through the Senate by Senator
WARNOCK from Georgia and Senator
ERNST from Iowa.

The bill provides authorization for
the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s
National Detector Dog Training Cen-
ter, which is located in Newnan, Geor-
gia, and is vital to the protection of
American agriculture and helps keep
foreign animal and plant pests as well
as diseases out of our country.

The U.S. agriculture sector is a $1
trillion industry constantly under the
threat of foreign pests and diseases,
such as African swine fever, foot-and-
mouth disease, or citrus greening dis-
ease that can be introduced through
our Nation’s ports of entry, including
airports, harbors, and mail and cargo
facilities. Some of these diseases could
cost the American economy tens of bil-
lions of dollars to contain and eradi-
cate if they are found to be in the
country.

Agriculture detector dogs, known as
the beagle brigade, are an important
tool in preventing these threats and
eradicating them in the event they
overcome our safeguards. Our beagle
brigade is at work every day at cus-
toms screening in the airports for
flights after returning from abroad,
standing by to alert their handlers of
contraband food, live animals, or other
products that could harbor foreign
pests and pose a threat to domestic
crops or livestocKk.

An ounce of provision is worth a
pound of cure. The brigade is well
worth its value.

In addition to authorizing the train-
ing center, this bill requires the facil-
ity to ensure the health and well-being
of the dogs under its care and provide
opportunities for private adoption of
retirement-age training dogs and dogs
that did not complete the training.

Detector dogs work their best when
they are handled humanely, and estab-
lishing this requirement in law would
ensure that the facility continues to
uphold this expectation.

I am pleased to note that this bill has
the support of 50 organizations, rep-
resenting veterinarians, agricultural
producers, and animal health groups.

On a final note, two of my colleagues
who helped lead this bill in the House,
DREW FERGUSON and DAN KILDEE, are
retiring. I am pleased that we can
enact this bill as they conclude their
extraordinary tenure in Congress.

Mr. Speaker, I urge everyone to vote
in support of this bill to help protect
America’s agriculture and our econ-
omy, and I reserve the balance of my
time.

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I yield such time as he
may consume to the gentleman from
Georgia (Mr. FERGUSON).
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Mr. FERGUSON. Mr. Speaker, 1
thank my colleague, Mr. BISHOP, for
those kind words. That was much ap-
preciated.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of H.R. 1480, the Beagle Brigade Act of
2023. I was proud to join Representative
BISHOP in introducing the Beagle Bri-
gade Act, which would provide perma-
nent authorization for the National De-
tector Dog Training Center located in
Newnan, Georgia.

The Beagle Brigade Act would perma-
nently authorize the training center to
ensure that America’s food supply
stays protected from potentially dev-
astating foreign pests and diseases.

The National Detector Dog Training
Center in Georgia’s Third Congres-
sional District does important work to
properly train detector dogs to sniff
out prohibited agricultural items in do-
mestic and international trade.

I also thank Senator JONI ERNST and
Senator RAPHAEL WARNOCK from Geor-
gia for their work on the Senate com-
panion bill, S. 759. The bipartisan, bi-
cameral effort in support of this legis-
lation was important, and I look for-
ward to the Beagle Brigade Act becom-
ing law.

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker,
I yield such time as he may consume to
the gentleman from Michigan (Mr. KIL-
DEE).

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, I thank
my friend, Representative BIsSHOP, for
yielding and for his work on this legis-
lation.

We do a lot of big, controversial bills.
Sometimes, we can actually come to-
gether as Democrats and Republicans
to get something done that serves the
interests and needs of the American
people. This is a good example of that.

The Beagle Brigade Act, which I in-
troduced, as has been said, with Rep-
resentative BISHOP, Representative
FERGUSON, and Representative ADRIAN
SMITH, will help protect our food sup-
ply from foreign pests and disease.

The bill authorizes the National De-
tector Dog Training Center. This cen-
ter extensively trains detector dogs
and their U.S. Customs and Border
Protection handlers to sniff out prohib-
ited agriculture items that could carry
foreign plant or animal pests and dis-
eases into our country.

As we have seen over the past year, it
is critical that we have processes in
place to protect our country and our
agriculture system from those prohib-
ited products that could introduce
pests or disease.

Authorizing the United States De-
partment of Agriculture’s National De-
tector Dog Training Center ensures
that the U.S. has a critical tool in the
fight against foreign pests and diseases
that have the potential to devastate all
sectors of the agricultural economy.

As Representative BISHOP has said,
over 50 prominent agriculture, veteri-
narian, and trade organizations sup-
port our legislation.

The center trains dogs, mostly bea-
gles—hence, the name of the bill, our
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nickname for it—and their handlers to
detect prohibited fruits, vegetables,
and meats in international passenger
luggage, mailed packages, and vehicles
entering the United States.

Dogs are selected from animal shel-
ters, rescue groups, and private owners.
Those that retire from the program or
do not complete the training are of-
fered for adoption.

Mr. Speaker, I am glad we have come
together to advance this important
piece of legislation.
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It has been said, the most likely path
for these dangerous substances coming
into our food supply is through those
ports of entry. This legislation will
have a positive impact in protecting
not only public health, but also pro-
tecting the industry.

I am grateful to some of the organi-
zations I have worked with on this
back in Michigan: the Michigan Milk
Producers, the Michigan Pork Pro-
ducers, and the Michigan Farm Bureau.

I am especially grateful to my col-
leagues. This is one of the last couple
of days that I will serve in the House of
Representatives, as has been said. I
have been pleased to have good friend-
ships here, and those friendships have
developed into the kind of work that
we can do together to advance the in-
terests of the American people.

Representative FERGUSON and I have
become very good friends over the
years. Representative BISHOP and 1
have a special bond. He helped me
through one of my more difficult per-
sonal health challenges. I will always
be grateful to him for that and grateful
for the opportunity to serve with him.

I am particularly happy that we are
able to put an exclamation point on
our joint service together today by see-
ing this legislation come to the floor. I
urge my colleagues to support it.

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, once again, I am just very
appreciative to all of the Members who
provided the leadership on this piece of
legislation. I think when folks hear the
name of this bill, they wonder why
Congress is dealing with this.

I mean, I kind of like the name actu-
ally, Beagle Brigade Act of 2023, but it
is not a laughing matter. It is a serious
matter. I appreciate the thought that
it has and the due diligence that has
been put into this bill and the con-
struct of it in terms of really meeting
the needs of our Nation.

I mean, it is worth repeating, the bill
would officially authorize the existing
National Detector Dog Training Center
located in Newnan, Georgia. The center
trains detector dogs, mostly beagles—
not all beagles, but mostly beagles—
and their U.S. Customs and Border
Protection handlers to detect prohib-
ited agriculture items like fruits and
vegetables and meats that could carry
foreign plant and animal pest and dis-
ease into the United States.

Once that happens, how rapidly those
could spread can obviously seriously
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impact commodities within the United
States and our agriculture industry,
and quite frankly, the health and safe-
ty of our citizens.

Dogs and their handlers inspect
international passenger baggage,
mailed packages, and vehicles entering
the U.S. The dogs are selected from
animal shelters, rescue groups, and pri-
vate owners. Those that do not com-
plete the training, as well as retire-
ment-aged, trained dogs are offered for
private adoptions. The dogs are well
cared for from beginning to end.

The bill would also require the Ani-
mal and Plant Health Inspection Serv-
ice, or APHIS, to prepare a report to
Congress no later than 1 year after the
date of enactment, including a descrip-
tion of current and emerging pest and
disease threats, the role of the center
in protecting against those threats,
and any recommendations for strength-
ening that role and the overall center.

As you can see, Mr. Speaker, it is a
well-thought-out, comprehensive bill
that is, I think, of strategic impor-
tance to our Nation.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker,
I am very, very proud to support the
Beagle Brigade Act of 2023, and to have
had the opportunity to work with my
colleagues, Representatives DREW FER-
GUSON, DAN KILDEE, and ADRIAN SMITH,
and to have the support of our Sen-
ators, Senator WARNOCK and Senator
ERNST from Iowa.

This is a vital piece of legislation,
which protects American agriculture
and keeps foreign animal and plant
pests, as well as other diseases, out of
our country. I think we have done a
good day’s work today, and I commend
my colleagues for their joint efforts.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, once again, I thank those
who put this bill forward. I think this
example of this piece of legislation il-
lustrates why it is commonly said that
a dog is a man’s best friend. It really
fills an incredible niche here.

Mr. Speaker, I urge a ‘‘yes’” vote on
this bill, and I yield back balance of
my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
THOMPSON) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, S. 759.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, on that I demand the yeas
and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned.

————
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair

declares the House in recess subject to
the call of the Chair.

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 50
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

———
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. LATURNER) at 1 o’clock
and 30 minutes p.m.

—————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pro-
ceedings will resume on questions pre-
viously postponed.

Votes will be taken in the following
order:

Motions to suspend the rules and

Pass S. 1351;

Pass S. 3857;

Concur in the Senate amendments to
H.R. 8663; and

Pass S. 759.

The first electronic vote will be con-
ducted as a 15-minute vote. Pursuant
to clause 9 of rule XX, remaining elec-
tronic votes will be conducted as 5-
minute votes.

————

STOP INSTITUTIONAL CHILD
ABUSE ACT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the unfin-
ished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (S. 1351) to study and prevent child
abuse in youth residential programs,
and for other purposes, on which the
yveas and nays were ordered.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Kentucky (Mr.
GUTHRIE) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 373, nays 33,
not voting 23, as follows:

[Roll No. 512]

YEAS—3T73
Adams Bishop (GA) Case
Aderholt Bishop (NC) Casten
Aguilar Blunt Rochester Castor (FL)
Alford Bonamici Castro (TX)
Allen Bost Cherfilus-
Allred Boyle (PA) McCormick
Amo Brown Chu
Amodei Brownley Ciscomani
Arrington Buchanan Clark (MA)
Auchincloss Bucshon Clarke (NY)
Babin Budzinski Cleaver
Bacon Burgess Cohen
Baird Bush Cole
Balderson Calvert Collins
Balint Caraveo Comer
Banks Carbajal Connolly
Barr Cardenas Correa
Barragan Carey Costa
Beatty Carl Courtney
Bentz Carson Craig
Bera Carter (GA) Crawford
Bergman Carter (LA) Crenshaw
Beyer Carter (TX) Crockett
Bice Cartwright Crow
Bilirakis Casar Cuellar
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Curtis
D’Esposito
Davids (KS)
Davidson
Davis (IL)
Davis (NC)
De La Cruz
Dean (PA)
DeGette
DeLauro
DelBene
Deluzio
DeSaulnier
DesdJarlais
Diaz-Balart
Dingell
Doggett
Duarte
Duncan
Edwards
Ellzey
Emmer
Escobar
Eshoo
Espaillat
Estes

Fallon
Feenstra
Ferguson
Finstad
Fischbach
Fitzgerald
Fitzpatrick
Fleischmann
Fletcher
Flood

Fong

Foster
Foushee
Foxx
Frankel, Lois
Franklin, Scott
Frost

Fry

Fulcher
Garamendi
Garbarino
Garela (IL)
Garcia (TX)
Garcia, Robert
Gimenez
Golden (ME)
Goldman (NY)
Gomez
Gonzales, Tony
Gonzalez, V.
Gooden (TX)
Graves (LA)
Graves (MO)
Green (TN)
Green, Al (TX)
Griffith
Guthrie
Harder (CA)
Harshbarger
Hayes

Hern

Hill

Himes
Hinson
Horsford
Houchin
Houlahan
Hoyer

Hoyle (OR)
Huffman
Huizenga
Issa

Ivey

Jackson (IL)
Jackson (NC)
Jackson (TX)
Jacobs
James
Jayapal
Jeffries
Johnson (GA)
Johnson (SD)
Jordan

Joyce (OH)
Joyce (PA)
Kamlager-Dove
Kaptur

Kean (NJ)
Keating
Kelly (IL)
Kennedy
Khanna
Kiggans (VA)

Kildee
Kiley
Kilmer
Kim (CA)
Krishnamoorthi
Kuster
Kustoff
LaHood
LaLota
LaMalfa
Lamborn
Landsman
Langworthy
Larsen (WA)
Larson (CT)
Latta
LaTurner
Lawler

Lee (CA)
Lee (FL)
Lee (NV)
Lee (PA)
Lee Carter
Leger Fernandez
Lesko
Letlow
Levin
Lofgren
Lopez
Lucas
Luetkemeyer
Luna
Luttrell
Lynch
Mace
Magaziner
Malliotakis
Maloy
Mann
Manning
Matsui
McBath
McCaul
McClain
McClellan
MecClintock
McCollum
McCormick
McGarvey
McGovern
McHenry
Meclver
Meeks
Menendez
Meng
Meuser
Mfume
Miller (OH)
Miller (WV)
Miller-Meeks
Molinaro
Moolenaar
Mooney
Moore (AL)
Moore (UT)
Moore (WI)
Moran
Morelle
Moskowitz
Moulton
Mrvan
Mullin
Murphy
Nadler
Neal
Neguse
Nehls
Newhouse
Nickel
Norcross
Norman
Nunn (IA)
Obernolte
Ocasio-Cortez
Omar
Owens
Pallone
Palmer
Panetta
Pappas
Pence
Perez
Perry
Peters
Pettersen
Pfluger
Phillips
Pingree
Pocan
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Posey
Pressley
Quigley
Ramirez
Raskin
Reschenthaler
Rogers (AL)
Rogers (KY)
Rose
Ross
Rouzer
Ruiz
Rulli
Ruppersberger
Rutherford
Ryan
Salazar
Salinas
Sanchez
Sarbanes
Scalise
Scanlon
Schakowsky
Schneider
Scholten
Schrier
Schweikert
Scott (VA)
Scott, Austin
Scott, David
Sessions
Sewell
Sherman
Sherrill
Simpson
Slotkin
Smith (MO)
Smith (NE)
Smith (NJ)
Smith (WA)
Smucker
Sorensen
Soto
Spanberger
Spartz
Stansbury
Stanton
Stauber
Steel
Stefanik
Steil
Steube
Stevens
Strickland
Strong
Suozzi
Swalwell
Sykes
Takano
Tenney
Thanedar
Thompson (CA)
Thompson (MS)
Thompson (PA)
Tiffany
Timmons
Titus
Tlaib
Tokuda
Tonko
Torres (CA)
Torres (NY)
Trahan
Trone
Turner
Underwood
Valadao
Van Drew
Van Duyne
Van Orden
Vargas
Vasquez
Veasey
Wagner
Walberg
Wasserman
Schultz
Waters
Watson Coleman
Weber (TX)
Wenstrup
Westerman
Wied
Wwild
Williams (GA)
Williams (NY)
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