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Over the past 6 years, I have met and 

listened to thousands of Marylanders 
and worked across the aisle to pass leg-
islation that has improved and will 
continue to improve the lives of all 
Americans. 

I didn’t do it alone. I am forever 
grateful to my wife, June, and my four 
children, Michelle, Julia, Natalie, and 
Rob. During my time here, I have be-
come a grandfather to two grand-
children, with a third on the way. 
Nothing reminds me more of how im-
portant our future is as when you see it 
through the eyes of children and grand-
children. 

Many of you know that I chose to run 
for Congress because I lost my 24-year- 
old nephew to a fentanyl overdose in 
2016. In 2021, I cofounded the Bipartisan 
Mental Health and Substance Use Dis-
order Task Force with ANNIE KUSTER 
to bring Democrats and Republicans 
together to fight the mental health and 
opioid epidemic, and we did. 

Together, we passed dozens of bipar-
tisan bills, delivered billions of dollars 
to communities to fight this crisis on 
the front lines, and united hundreds of 
our colleagues annually during Na-
tional Recovery Month for Congress 
Goes Purple. 

This past year, our State and country 
saw the first decline in overdose 
deaths. I would like to think that the 
work of our task force had a small part 
in that. 

Throughout my time in Congress, I 
have stood by my mission to lead with 
compassion, civility, and competence 
and put people over politics. I was 
proud to deliver $53 million in commu-
nity project funding, Federal funding 
going directly to where it is needed 
most in my district. By working as a 
team, we were able to make life-chang-
ing impacts in our communities. 

In the last 6 years, I also led 30 bills 
that were signed into law, bills on 
issues that we can’t afford to ignore— 
mental health, addiction, and criminal 
justice reform. 

Suffice it to say, our work is not 
done. I leave Congress knowing that 
countless lives have been and will be 
changed as a result of what we have ac-
complished. I have served during a 
time in which Congress, like our Na-
tion, has grown increasingly divided, 
and many Americans fear for their fu-
ture. 

We must all remember that what 
unites us is greater than what divides 
us. Despite our differences, I developed 
productive, meaningful relationships 
with many of my colleagues across the 
aisle. The sheer number of chili cheese 
dogs I have eaten in the Republican 
Cloakroom to get bipartisan support is 
one I will take to my grave. 

Through it all, I remain certain that 
the path forward for progress lies in 
common ground. I thank my Repub-
lican friends for their partnership, for 
putting country over party to work to-
gether. I urge all of my colleagues to 
look to their counterparts on the other 
side of the Chamber and commit to 

fighting together, not against each 
other, to empower America to reach its 
full potential. If that is not why we are 
here, we don’t deserve to be. 

I am thankful for the privilege of rep-
resenting my constituents, and I wish 
for all to have a safe holiday season. 

f 

ADVOCATING FOR WESTERN AND 
RURAL CAUSES 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
FONG). The Chair recognizes the gen-
tleman from Washington (Mr. 
NEWHOUSE) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. NEWHOUSE. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to reflect on my 4 years serving 
as chairman of the Congressional West-
ern Caucus. It has been a tremendous 4 
years, filled with memories and accom-
plishments that certainly will last a 
lifetime. 

The caucus’ work on behalf of the 
issues impacting Western and rural 
America is invaluable, and it has been 
a great honor to be a part of this effort. 
From supporting the multiple use man-
date for public lands to upholding the 
rights of private landowners, sup-
porting American farmers and ranch-
ers, and pushing for American energy 
and mineral dominance, the caucus ad-
vocates for a stronger and more pros-
perous West and America. 

While I could reminisce for hours 
about the caucus, I want to highlight 
some of my favorite memories and 
achievements over the past 4 years. 

For the first time in its history, the 
caucus reached 100, actually 110, mem-
bers. What once started out as a group 
small enough to literally meet in a 
closet is now the second largest caucus 
on Capitol Hill. 

Last year, we also celebrated the 30th 
anniversary of the caucus, a note-
worthy milestone. We have partici-
pated in numerous field tours hosted 
by our members over the years to con-
nect our policymakers and staff with 
Westerners to learn firsthand about the 
issues impacting the region, bringing 
the voices of the people back to Wash-
ington, D.C. 

We have visited miners from north-
ern Minnesota, cattle ranchers in Fort 
Worth, park officials in Yosemite and 
Yellowstone, and those who use and 
benefit from the Columbia River sys-
tem, all to get a better understanding 
of policy issues in these communities. 

We have supported many pieces of 
legislation to unleash the full potential 
of domestic energy, support American 
farmers and ranchers, and end the as-
sault on multiple use mandates for 
public lands. 

I thank my colleagues who have 
joined and worked hard for the caucus 
over the past 4 years. It has been my 
pleasure to serve as your chairman. 

I also thank the staff, who have made 
hard jobs easier and have accomplished 
much. I also want them to know that 
our successes on behalf of rural and 
Western America would not have been 
possible without their dedication. 

Lastly, I congratulate my good 
friend, DOUG LAMALFA of California, on 

his election as chairman for the next 
Congress. I am excited for the future of 
the caucus and know it is in good 
hands. 

While I no longer will be serving as 
chairman, I will continue to be a 
strong advocate for Western and rural 
America. 

THANKING AMANDA BIHL 
Mr. NEWHOUSE. Mr. Speaker, I 

would like to take a moment to extend 
one more thank-you to my chief of 
staff, Amanda Bihl, for her leadership 
and service to my office and the people 
of Washington’s Fourth District. 

Rising through the ranks over the 
years, Amanda has been a strong leader 
who has delivered on our priorities and 
been an incredible mentor to my staff. 
I am fortunate to have had her by my 
side and will certainly miss her dearly. 

Joan and I wish Amanda the best as 
she continues her journey with her 
husband, Peter, and her growing fam-
ily, and we remind her that she will al-
ways be a member of Team Newhouse. 

f 

FOCUSING ON THE GOOD 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Pennsylvania (Ms. WILD) for 5 minutes. 

Ms. WILD. Mr. Speaker, I dedicate 
these remarks to my wonderful com-
munity in Pennsylvania-Seven and to 
my mother and father, who didn’t live 
long enough to see me elected. 

I grew up in a true bipartisan house-
hold, with a father who was an old- 
school Republican Air Force officer 
and a mother who was a Quaker paci-
fist liberal. It was an interesting child-
hood, as you can imagine. 

You hear a lot of bad about Congress, 
but I am going to choose to focus on 
the good, what we can actually get 
done for the people. 

My district office should, first and 
foremost, be thanked. My district of-
fice back home is often the closest con-
tact that any constituent has with the 
Federal Government. They hear from 
our local voters, our local constituents, 
sometimes with frustration, sometimes 
with happiness when there is a good re-
sult, and sometimes with anger. They 
treat every single person in Pennsyl-
vania-Seven as though they are family. 
I have been told that multiple times. 

Legislatively, here in Washington, I 
have to speak of some of my proudest 
moments. I was sent to Congress with a 
mandate to work on reducing prescrip-
tion drug prices. I heard from so many 
people on the campaign trail about the 
struggles that they had, and I am so 
proud to have been part of a Congress 
that passed the IRA, which was the 
first time that we have ever managed 
to get prescription drug prices down. 

That effort continues and every year 
will increase. I beseech my colleagues 
on the other side of the aisle to please 
keep that intact. 

I am proud of having raised aware-
ness of mental health issues and sui-
cide prevention. I am so proud of the 
work done to pass the CHIPS Act, 
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which has benefited my industrial and 
manufacturing district so very much. 

I am most proud, I think, of having 
put the greater Lehigh Valley on the 
radar of folks here in D.C. because 
Pennsylvania is not just Pittsburgh or 
Philadelphia, although some would say 
it comes down to the Eagles and the 
Steelers. We in the greater Lehigh Val-
ley are the third largest region in 
Pennsylvania and the fastest growing 
region in Pennsylvania. I am proud to 
say that my team and I did just that: 
We put Pennsylvania-Seven on the 
radar of people here in D.C. 

I am proud to have had huge returns 
for the greater Lehigh Valley during 
the past 6 years. The bipartisan infra-
structure law alone brought $395 mil-
lion to my community. Our local air-
port has constructed a whole new TSA 
terminal. It was the first completed 
project under the bipartisan infrastruc-
ture law. 

I was able to bring $50 million over 
the past 6 years in community project 
funding, ranging from funding for food 
pantries and grocery deserts, Head 
Start, wastewater treatment plants, 
bridges long in disrepair, and all kinds 
of things. There have also been count-
less thousands of dollars returned to 
the people of Pennsylvania-Seven 
through the work of my district office 
team. 

There is a lot to be worked on in the 
future, and I hope that Congress will 
work on the issue of childcare. It is 
such an important issue. We must do 
something about childcare, and I hope 
that universal pre-K will be part of our 
future. 

Most of all, we need to work on cam-
paign finance reform—please. This past 
election, in my district alone, the race 
cost a total of $38 million for one con-
gressional race. That is obscene. It 
wasn’t even the most expensive in the 
country. It was the 10th most expensive 
in the country. Imagine that, and 
imagine all the good that could be done 
with that. 

b 1100 

All of this work doesn’t happen be-
cause of one elected official. It is the 
team that you have behind you. My 
wonderful, caring, intelligent team 
that never forgot that our mission was 
to serve the wonderful people of Penn-
sylvania-Seven, I thank them. 

To the voters of Pennsylvania-Seven, 
I thank them for the greatest privilege 
and honor of my life in representing 
you. 

Finally, my amazing kids, Clay and 
Adrienne. They are my rocks, the cen-
ter of my universe. I am so glad they 
were here by my side for this incredible 
journey, and I could not have done it 
without them. I love them. Then 
there’s my sidekick, Zoey, the Con-
gress dog. 

Mr. Speaker, I will miss this place. 

HONORING MAYOR MARVIN 
JOHNSON 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Minnesota (Mr. EMMER) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. EMMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
honor one of the longest-serving may-
ors in the Nation, Marvin Johnson, as 
he retires after 45 years of leading the 
city of Independence in Minnesota. 

Marvin was actually my inspiration 
to run for office. When my wife, 
Jacquie, and I were starting out, our 
city public works department marked 
400-year-old trees on our property, two 
oaks and two maples, and they were to 
come out the next day for a new road. 

I called Marvin. He showed up at my 
house at 10 o’clock at night. He looked 
at the trees, he looked at the road, and 
he took out his ‘‘brick phone’’ that 
some of us remember from 30 years 
ago, and he called the public works di-
rector. He said, Danny, move the road 
50 feet, we are not going to take these 
trees. 

Since that time, I have never seen a 
government official as effective as 
Marvin. His council meetings were 
models of efficiency and respect, even 
as I rocked my newborn children in 
their car seats under the table during 
late-night evening sessions. 

He is a true public servant and has 
been an outstanding mentor and friend 
over the years. As his career in public 
service comes to an end and he looks 
ahead to his 90th birthday this spring, 
we wish him all the best in whatever 
comes next. I thank him for his sup-
port over the years and his leadership 
on behalf of the city of Independence. 

REMEMBERING MINNESOTA STATE 
REPRESENTATIVE DICK BORRELL 

Mr. EMMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the memory of Min-
nesota State Representative Dick 
Borrell who passed away suddenly ear-
lier this year. 

Dick was not just a loving family 
man, but also a successful businessman 
and a true patriot. Raised in Waverly, 
Minnesota, he went on to serve our Na-
tion in the Marine Corps and earned his 
degree from Minnesota State, Man-
kato. 

Dick had a Midas touch when it came 
to business. Everything he touched 
seemed to turn to gold. He ran his busi-
ness for over 20 years and was often 
found working overtime or on week-
ends shoulder-to-shoulder on the pro-
duction lines with his employees. In 
fact, Dick was at his warehouse work-
ing just 3 days before he passed away. 

When not at work, Dick loved flying 
and sharing countless adventures with 
his wife, Patty, usually from their 
backyard runway, which he used for his 
plane. He even spent time flying 
around the State with me during my 
campaign for Governor, which I will 
never forget. 

Dick was passionate about politics 
and preceded me in the Minnesota 
House of Representatives. He was an 
active member of the Wright County 
Republicans and was never shy about 

sharing his thoughts about what is 
coming out of Washington. 

He was a leader in our community. 
Dick Borrell touched the lives of thou-
sands in Minnesota. To his wife, Patty, 
and the rest of the Borrell family, we 
offer our most sincere condolences, and 
we will always remember our friend, 
Dick, and a life well-lived. 

RECOGNIZING CONGRESSMAN DEAN PHILLIPS 
Mr. EMMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 

acknowledge my Minnesota congres-
sional colleague, Congressman DEAN 
PHILLIPS, as he concludes his service in 
the House of Representatives. 

Outside of Congress, DEAN has proven 
to be a shrewd businessman, owning 
and starting several successful compa-
nies, and helping run his family’s busi-
ness. 

During his tenure here in Wash-
ington, DEAN worked across the aisle 
with the same tenacity to help Min-
nesotans. From ensuring small busi-
nesses received the financial flexibility 
they needed during COVID to working 
with all of us in the Minnesota delega-
tion to strengthen the Department of 
Veterans Affairs for our veterans, we 
found ways to put our political dif-
ferences aside and get results for our 
constituents. 

As we saw over the last year, DEAN is 
never afraid to pursue common ground 
for the common good and fight to re-
store Americans’ faith in our institu-
tions, regardless of the political rami-
fications. 

I thank DEAN for his service. We wish 
him all the best in his next chapter. 

f 

HONORING RALPH RONALD 
GRIFFIN 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
WENSTRUP). The Chair recognizes the 
gentleman from North Carolina (Mr. 
DAVIS) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise to honor the life and 
legacy of Brigadier General Ralph Ron-
ald Griffin, known as Ronnie back 
home. 

Ronnie’s life of dedication, military 
service, and leadership has left a mark 
on both our country and eastern North 
Carolina. 

He began his military career by en-
listing in the United States Marine 
Corps. Ronnie later received his com-
mission from the North Carolina Mili-
tary Academy and rose up the ranks, 
eventually pinning on the rank of brig-
adier general. He spent over 38 years in 
a military uniform. 

His career took him to Vietnam, not 
once, but twice. Ronnie was inducted 
into the North Carolina Military Acad-
emy Hall of Fame, and he was awarded 
our State’s high honor of The Order of 
the Long Leaf Pine by Governor Hunt 
and Governor Easley for his excep-
tional contributions to our State. 

Beyond his military service, Ronnie 
loved his family. He stood at his late 
wife, Annalee’s, side. I will never forget 
our conversation. He shared with me 
how her passing was difficult for him. 
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