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Mr. WILLIAMS of Texas. Mr. Speak-

er, I yield myself such time as I may 
consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support 
of H.R. 7128, The WOSB Integrity Act 
of 2024, sponsored by Representative 
MALOY from the great State of Utah. 

The WOSB Integrity Act removes 
self-certification of size from this con-
tracting program that is reserved for 
women-owned small businesses. 

It is vital that there are programs to 
help small business owners access Fed-
eral contracting opportunities. That is 
where the Small Business Administra-
tion’s women-owned small business 
program, also known as WOSB, comes 
in. This program allows women entre-
preneurs to compete for unique con-
tracting opportunities. 

Unfortunately, the Federal Govern-
ment currently does not independently 
verify that these businesses are truly 
small businesses. Firms can simply 
self-certify themselves as small busi-
nesses, potentially leading to misrepre-
sentation and fraud to obtain con-
tracting opportunities. 

It is vital that women-owned entre-
preneurs who participate in the WOSB 
do not have to worry that their com-
petitors misrepresent themselves as a 
small business. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge all of my col-
leagues to support H.R. 7128, The WOSB 
Integrity Act of 2024, and I reserve the 
balance of my time. 

Ms. VELÁZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank my colleagues, 
Representatives Maloy and Scholten, 
for their work on this bill. 

Since its inception, the WOSB pro-
gram and the administration of the 
program have been a challenge for 
SBA. Similarly, Federal agencies have 
faced challenges using the authorities 
that Congress has put in place to 
streamline contracting with women- 
owned small businesses. 

While working to boost participation 
of WOSBs and enhance the use of these 
authorities, Congress must also ad-
vance initiatives that are designed to 
protect the integrity of the program. 

One issue we are addressing today is 
the inspector general’s report that 
states there is a discrepancy in SBA’s 
implementation of the program. The 
purpose of this bill is to align SBA 
processes with the IG’s report and to 
clarify that we expect SBA to have a 
process similar to the other socio-
economic contracting programs for 
WOSB certifications. 

Mr. Speaker, again, I appreciate my 
colleagues for their work on this bill, 
and I reserve the balance of my time. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of Texas. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield such time as she may con-
sume to the gentlewoman from Utah 
(Ms. MALOY). 

Ms. MALOY. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
Chairman WILLIAMS for yielding me 
time. I also thank Ranking Member 
VELÁZQUEZ for her support on this leg-
islation. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support 
of my bill, The WOSB Integrity Act of 
2024. 

The purpose of this bill is to make 
sure that the businesses that are tak-
ing advantage of the WOSB program 
are, in fact, small businesses. They are 
certifying that they are women-owned, 
but they are self-certifying that they 
are small. 

The SBA inspector general found 
that there is room for fraud in this pro-
gram, so this is simply a commonsense 
solution to close a loophole to make 
sure this program is serving the pur-
pose it was intended to serve, which is 
giving women-owned small businesses 
the opportunity to compete in Federal 
contracting. It encourages fair com-
petition, levels the playing field in gov-
ernment contracting, and ensures the 
opportunities are awarded justly and 
contribute to a competitive small busi-
ness sector. 

We have a goal of awarding 5 percent 
of government contracts to women- 
owned small businesses. We have no 
way of knowing how well we are doing 
in meeting that goal if we don’t have 
any way of certifying that these 
WOSBs are, in fact, small businesses. 

Mr. Speaker, I encourage my col-
leagues to support this bill. 

Ms. VELÁZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself the balance of my time to 
close. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support 
of this legislation, and I thank Ms. 
MALOY and Ms. SCHOLTEN for this legis-
lation. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of Texas. Mr. Speak-
er, I urge my colleagues to support this 
commonsense legislation from Con-
gresswoman MALOY and SCHOLTEN, and 
I yield back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Texas (Mr. WIL-
LIAMS) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 7128. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of Texas. Mr. Speak-
er, I object to the vote on the ground 
that a quorum is not present and make 
the point of order that a quorum is not 
present. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned. 

The point of no quorum is considered 
withdrawn. 

f 

NATIVE AMERICAN ENTREPRE-
NEURIAL OPPORTUNITY ACT 

Mr. WILLIAMS of Texas. Mr. Speak-
er, I move to suspend the rules and 
pass the bill (H.R. 7102) to establish an 
Office of Native American Affairs with-
in the Small Business Administration, 
and for other purposes. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 

The text of the bill is as follows: 
H.R. 7102 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Native 
American Entrepreneurial Opportunity 
Act’’. 
SEC. 2. OFFICE OF NATIVE AMERICAN AFFAIRS. 

The Small Business Act (15 U.S.C. 631 et 
seq.) is amended— 

(1) by redesignating section 49 (15 U.S.C. 
631 note) as section 50; and 

(2) by inserting after section 48 (15 U.S.C. 
657u) the following: 
‘‘SEC. 49. OFFICE OF NATIVE AMERICAN AFFAIRS. 

‘‘(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
‘‘(1) ASSISTANT ADMINISTRATOR.—The term 

‘Assistant Administrator’ means the Assist-
ant Administrator for Native American Af-
fairs appointed under subsection (c). 

‘‘(2) INDIAN TRIBE.—The term ‘Indian Tribe’ 
has the meaning given the term ‘Indian 
tribe’ in section 8(a)(13). 

‘‘(3) NATIVE HAWAIIAN ORGANIZATION.—The 
term ‘Native Hawaiian Organization’ has the 
meaning given the term in section 8(a)(15). 

‘‘(4) OFFICE.—The term ‘Office’ means the 
Office of Native American Affairs described 
in this section. 

‘‘(b) ESTABLISHMENT.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—There is established 

within the Administration the Office of Na-
tive American Affairs, which shall be respon-
sible for establishing a working relationship 
with Indian Tribes and Native Hawaiian Or-
ganizations by targeting programs of the Ad-
ministration relating to entrepreneurial de-
velopment, contracting, and capital access 
to— 

‘‘(A) establish or expand small business 
concerns owned and controlled by individ-
uals who are members of Indian Tribes or 
Native Hawaiian Organizations; and 

‘‘(B) promote economic development in In-
dian country (as defined in section 1151 of 
title 18, United States Code). 

‘‘(2) CONNECTION WITH OTHER PROGRAMS.— 
To the extent reasonable, the Office shall 
educate Indian Tribes and Native Hawaiian 
Organizations about programs administered 
by other Federal agencies related to the in-
terests described in paragraph (1). 

‘‘(c) ASSISTANT ADMINISTRATOR.—The Of-
fice shall be headed by an Assistant Adminis-
trator for Native American Affairs, who 
shall— 

‘‘(1) be appointed by and report to the Ad-
ministrator; 

‘‘(2) have knowledge of Native American 
cultures and experience providing culturally 
tailored small business development assist-
ance to Native Americans; 

‘‘(3) provide assistance to Indian Tribes 
and Native Hawaiian Organizations and 
small business concerns owned and con-
trolled by individuals who are members of 
Indian Tribes or Native Hawaiian Organiza-
tions; 

‘‘(4) formulate policies, and promote poli-
cies and existing programs, to better address 
the entrepreneurial, capital access, business 
development, and contracting needs of per-
sons described in paragraph (3); 

‘‘(5) collaborate with Associate Adminis-
trators within the Administration and offi-
cials of other Federal agencies to develop 
policies and plans to implement programs of 
the Administration to holistically address 
the needs described in paragraph (4); 

‘‘(6) provide assistance, including grants, 
contracts, cooperative agreements, or other 
financial assistance, to Indian Tribes and 
Native Hawaiian Organizations, or to private 
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nonprofit organizations governed by mem-
bers of Indian Tribes or Native Hawaiian Or-
ganizations that have the experience and ca-
pability to use the assistance to— 

‘‘(A) deploy training, counseling, work-
shops, educational outreach, and supplier 
events; and 

‘‘(B) access the entrepreneurial, capital, 
and contracting programs of the Administra-
tion; 

‘‘(7) assist the Administrator in con-
ducting, or conduct, Tribal consultation to 
solicit input and facilitate discussion of po-
tential modifications to programs and proce-
dures of the Administration; and 

‘‘(8) recommend annual budgets for the Of-
fice. 

‘‘(d) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—On an annual 
basis until the termination date, the Assist-
ant Administrator shall submit to Congress 
a report on the effectiveness of the Office of 
Native American Affairs that includes the 
number of clients served in Tribal commu-
nities, the number of consultations con-
ducted, and the number of trainings held in 
Tribal country. 

‘‘(e) TERMINATION.—The authority under 
this section shall terminate seven years 
after the date of the enactment of this sec-
tion.’’. 
SEC. 3. COMPLIANCE WITH CUTGO. 

No additional amounts are authorized to 
be appropriated to carry out this Act or the 
amendments made by this Act. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. WILLIAMS) and the gentle-
woman from New York (Ms. 
VELÁZQUEZ) each will control 20 min-
utes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Texas. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. WILLIAMS of Texas. Mr. Speak-

er, I ask unanimous consent that all 
Members have 5 legislative days in 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material 
on the bill. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. WILLIAMS of Texas. Mr. Speak-

er, I yield myself such time as I may 
consume. 

I rise today in support of H.R. 7102, 
the Native American Entrepreneurial 
Opportunity Act, introduced by Rep-
resentatives Davids of Kansas and 
Crane of Arizona. 

This bill would codify into law the 
Office of Native American Affairs, 
which has been providing services like 
counseling, training, and Tribal con-
sultations for many years. 

Additionally, this bill installs spe-
cific reporting requirements from the 
office. If we are going to be spending 
taxpayer dollars providing a service, it 
is critical we understand how effec-
tively the services are being performed. 

This bill would not appropriate any 
additional funds or expand government 
in any way, but it would provide Con-
gress with better oversight and per-
formance metrics to ensure that this 
office is performing to its fullest ex-
tent. 

Native American entrepreneurs, 
Tribal-owned corporations, and Native 

American small businesses are vital to 
their local economics. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank Representative 
DAVIDS and Representative CRANE for 
their work on this bill. I urge my col-
leagues to support H.R. 7102, and I re-
serve the balance of my time. 

Ms. VELÁZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased that we 
are considering H.R. 7102, the Native 
American Entrepreneurial Opportunity 
Act. 

Let me begin by commending Ms. DA-
VIDS for her leadership and bipartisan 
efforts to codify the Office of Native 
American Affairs at SBA. She is a val-
ued member of the Committee on 
Small Business and has remained com-
mitted to working with stakeholders to 
make this bill a reality. 

The office has been a tremendous re-
source for American Indians, Alaska 
Natives, and Native Hawaiians seeking 
to launch and grow their small busi-
nesses. Throughout the year, it en-
gages in several outreach activities, in-
cluding consultations, development 
and distribution of promotional mate-
rials, and participation in national eco-
nomic development conferences. 

Codifying the office would ensure 
that Tribal small businesses have ac-
cess to SBA’s full range of business de-
velopment tools regardless of the ad-
ministration. 

Importantly, the legislation requires 
that the assistant administrator report 
directly to the Administrator, ensuring 
the voice of the Tribal communities 
will be heard at SBA. 

I also thank Mr. CRANE for joining 
Ms. DAVIDS in her efforts, and I strong-
ly support this legislation. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge Members to sup-
port the bill, and I reserve the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of Texas. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield such time as he may con-
sume to the gentleman from Arizona 
(Mr. CRANE). 

Mr. CRANE. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentleman for yielding me time. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to co-intro-
duce this legislation to officially estab-
lish the Office of Native American Af-
fairs at the Small Business Adminis-
tration, and I thank Representative 
DAVIDS for her leadership on this issue. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to represent 
over half of Arizona’s Tribes. Some-
thing I hear often is there is a need for 
economic growth and opportunity. 

Tribal entrepreneurs who run busi-
nesses on reservations face complex 
hurdles when it comes to under-
standing tax implications, property 
rights, regulatory burdens, and lend-
ing. Tribal entrepreneurs should have 
the ability to access SBA’s programs 
just like anyone else, but in reality, 
these communities do not experience 
adequate access or outreach. 

Most importantly, they need special-
ized expertise to assist them in navi-
gating the unique complexities of run-
ning a business on a reservation—com-

plexities mostly created by us, the Fed-
eral Government. 

Economic development in our Tribal 
communities is crucial. I am hopeful 
that establishing the Office of Native 
American Affairs into statute will 
bring attention to resources the Small 
Business Administration can provide to 
Tribal businessowners and encourage 
the office to continue developing new 
methods for outreach to ensure that 
Tribal businesses are not overlooked. 
This bill would also ensure that Con-
gress can practice proper oversight of 
the office’s activities and effectiveness 
going forward. 

I encourage representatives from this 
office to come out and visit Tribal 
communities in my district and begin a 
dialogue with small business owners 
who may be unaware that this office 
even exists. Doing so will allow the Of-
fice of Native American Affairs to ad-
just and enhance their programs so 
they can best serve Tribal small busi-
ness owners. 

Ms. VELÁZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield such time as she may consume to 
the gentlewoman from Kansas (Ms. DA-
VIDS). 

Ms. DAVIDS of Kansas. Mr. Speaker, 
I thank the gentlewoman from New 
York (Ms. VELÁZQUEZ) for yielding. 

Mr. Speaker, it is no secret that our 
Nation’s entrepreneurs face challenges 
in starting and operating small busi-
nesses. Finding a skilled workforce, es-
tablishing an effective online presence, 
and building a customer base are hur-
dles common to all small business own-
ers. 

However, our Native American small 
business owners face these challenges 
in a more severe way. Today, I will 
highlight a few reasons for that dis-
parity. 

First, Native Americans are twice as 
likely to live in poverty as compared 
to other Americans. This significantly 
impacts their ability to use savings 
and assets to fund their small busi-
nesses, to access credit, and to take on 
the risk of entrepreneurship. 

Second, these businessowners face 
geographical barriers, with longer dis-
tances for supply deliveries and a lack 
of reliable broadband and telephone 
service. These physical obstacles make 
networking, finding mentors, and 
reaching out to a consumer base a bit 
more difficult, ultimately reducing 
their chances of success. 

Third, Native Americans who are en-
trepreneurs often face greater hurdles 
in attracting private investment and 
accessing Federal contracting opportu-
nities. Addressing these challenges is 
crucial to leveling the playing field for 
Tribal small business communities and 
bolstering our overall economy. 

Currently, the U.S. Small Business 
Administration’s Office of Native 
American Affairs works diligently to 
connect Native businessowners with 
entrepreneurial development, lending, 
and procurement programs. However, 
the absence of a congressional mandate 
for this office limits its capacity and 
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leaves it vulnerable to changes from 
one administration to the next. 

That is why we really need to pass 
this Native American Entrepreneurial 
Opportunity Act. This bill would codify 
the SBA’s Office of Native American 
Affairs into Federal law, establishing 
an assistant administrator role to 
oversee operations and report directly 
to SBA leadership. It would also re-
quire the office to report to Congress 
on its successes in Indian Country. 

Native-owned businesses employ over 
300,000 Americans and are vital drivers 
of our national economy. These Tribal 
businesses deserve a seat at the table 
to advocate not only for the challenges 
that I mentioned earlier but also for 
the successes and achievements that 
they have. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank Congressman 
CRANE, my Republican colleague and 
co-lead on this, for his partnership in 
introducing this bill. I urge Members 
on both sides of the aisle to stand 
united in support of this crucial legis-
lation and vote in favor of successful 
entrepreneurship in Tribal commu-
nities. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of Texas. Mr. Speak-
er, I have no further speakers. I am 
prepared to close, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Ms. VELÁZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself the balance of my time. 

Mr. Speaker, Native American-owned 
businesses are powerful economic en-
gines, contributing over $33 billion to 
the U.S. economy every year and em-
ploying more than 200,000 people in 
their communities. 

b 1800 

By enhancing the Office of Native 
American Affairs, SBA will be able to 
work on behalf of Indian Country and 
better target resources to Indian 
Tribes. 

I once again thank Representatives 
DAVIDS and CRANE for their bipartisan 
work to provide assistance to these 
critically important businesses and en-
trepreneurs. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of Texas. Mr. Speak-
er, I urge my colleagues to support this 
commonsense legislation brought to us 
by Congresswoman DAVIDS and Con-
gressman CRANE, and I yield back the 
balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Texas (Mr. WIL-
LIAMS) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 7102. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of Texas. Mr. Speak-
er, on that I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned. 

PREVENTING ACCESS TO AMERI-
CANS’ BULK SENSITIVE PER-
SONAL DATA AND UNITED 
STATES GOVERNMENT-RELATED 
DATA BY COUNTRIES OF CON-
CERN—MESSAGE FROM THE 
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED 
STATES (H. DOC. NO. 118–109) 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following message 
from the President of the United 
States; which was read and, together 
with the accompanying papers, referred 
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs 
and ordered to be printed: 

To the Congress of the United States 
Pursuant to the International Emer-

gency Economic Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 
1701 et seq.) (IEEPA), the National 
Emergencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1601 et seq.), 
and section 301 of title 3, United States 
Code, I hereby report that I have issued 
an Executive Order that expands the 
scope of the national emergency de-
clared in Executive Order 13873 of May 
15, 2019 (Securing the Information and 
Communications Technology and Serv-
ices Supply Chain), and further ad-
dressed with additional measures in 
Executive Order 14034 of June 9, 2021 
(Protecting Americans’ Sensitive Data 
from Foreign Adversaries). 

The continuing effort of certain 
countries of concern to access Ameri-
cans’ sensitive personal data and 
United States Government-related data 
constitutes an unusual and extraor-
dinary threat, which has its source in 
whole or substantial part outside the 
United States, to the national security 
and foreign policy of the United States. 
Access to Americans’ bulk sensitive 
personal data or United States Govern-
ment-related data increases the ability 
of countries of concern to engage in a 
wide range of malicious activities, in-
cluding espionage, influence, kinetic, 
or cyber operations, or to identify 
other potential strategic advantages 
over the United States. 

To address this threat and to take 
further steps with respect to the na-
tional emergency declared in Executive 
Order 13873, the order authorizes the 
Attorney General, in coordination with 
the Secretary of Homeland Security 
and in consultation with the heads of 
relevant agencies, to issue, subject to 
public notice and comment, regula-
tions to prohibit or otherwise restrict 
the large-scale transfer of Americans’ 
personal data to countries of concern 
and to provide safeguards around other 
activities that can give those countries 
access to sensitive data. Section 2(b) of 
the order authorizes the Attorney Gen-
eral, in consultation with the heads of 
relevant agencies, to take such actions, 
including the promulgation of rules 
and regulations, and to employ all 
other powers granted to the President 
by IEEPA, as may be necessary or ap-
propriate to carry out the purposes of 
the order. 

In addition, section 2(d) of the order 
authorizes the Secretary of Homeland 
Security, acting through the Director 

of the Cybersecurity and Infrastructure 
Security Agency, in coordination with 
the Attorney General and in consulta-
tion with the heads of relevant agen-
cies, to propose, seek public comment 
on, and publish security requirements 
that address the unacceptable risk 
posed by restricted transactions, as 
identified by the Attorney General. 
Section 2(e) of the order authorizes the 
Secretary of Homeland Security, in co-
ordination with the Attorney General, 
to take such actions, including promul-
gating rules, regulations, standards, 
and requirements; issuing interpretive 
guidance; and employing all other pow-
ers granted to the President by IEEPA 
as may be necessary to carry out the 
purposes described in section 2(d) of the 
order. 

I am enclosing a copy of the Execu-
tive Order I have issued. 

JOSEPH R. BIDEN, Jr.,
THE WHITE HOUSE, February 28, 2024. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until ap-
proximately 6:30 p.m. today. 

Accordingly (at 6 o’clock and 3 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess. 

f 

b 1830 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. MORAN) at 6 o’clock and 
30 minutes p.m. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pro-
ceedings will resume on questions pre-
viously postponed. 

Votes will be taken in the following 
order: 

Motions to suspend the rules and 
pass: 

H.R. 6544; and 
H.R. 4984. 
The first electronic vote will be con-

ducted as a 15-minute vote. Pursuant 
to clause 9 of rule XX, the remaining 
electronic vote will be conducted as a 
5-minute vote. 

f 

ATOMIC ENERGY ADVANCEMENT 
ACT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the unfin-
ished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 6544) to advance the benefits 
of nuclear energy by enabling efficient, 
timely, and predictable licensing, regu-
lation, and deployment of nuclear en-
ergy technologies, and for other pur-
poses, as amended, on which the yeas 
and nays were ordered. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
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