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Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, 

I yield myself the balance of my time 
to close. 

Mr. Speaker, while this legislation 
would be a step to improve prevention, 
awareness, and reporting of child sex-
ual abuse in schools, it woefully falls 
short of a comprehensive reauthoriza-
tion of the Child Abuse Prevention and 
Treatment Act, or CAPTA. 

CAPTA was last reauthorized over a 
decade ago in 2010, and a timely reau-
thorization is an appropriate solution 
to prevent child abuse and neglect from 
happening in the first place and pro-
vide better evidence-based treatments 
to address child maltreatment. 

In both the 116th and the 117th Con-
gresses, when I was chairman of the 
committee, the House passed a bipar-
tisan CAPTA reauthorization bill 
called Stronger CAPTA. Regrettably, a 
CAPTA reauthorization has not yet be-
come law despite a mutual under-
standing that Congress must do more 
to support children and families. 

If the bipartisan Stronger CAPTA 
bill had been signed into law, it would 
have already provided States with nec-
essary resources to expand locally driv-
en prevention strategies, which 
strengthen families and invest in child 
protective services agencies. 

Unfortunately, the bill we are consid-
ering today does not provide any addi-
tional funding to implement its pro-
posed grant program on child sexual 
abuse prevention and awareness. In 
contrast, Stronger CAPTA would actu-
ally provide States with the resources 
to strengthen prevention programs. 

Research shows that the best way to 
support families is to provide a tar-
geted prevention to families of at-risk 
children when they are at risk of mal-
treatment, and primary prevention 
services need to be provided so that 
families can be served before they be-
come vulnerable to factors associated 
with maltreatment. 

Additionally, Stronger CAPTA would 
have streamlined communications be-
tween child protective services agen-
cies across the country so that critical 
information is not lost across State 
lines. Such a system would likely have 
saved the life of Heaven Watkins, the 
11-year-old who I mentioned before, 
who tragically died because local child 
protective services had no way of 
knowing that her parents had a history 
of child abuse in another State. 

If the reforms in Stronger CAPTA 
had been in place, Heaven’s death 
would likely have been prevented. By 
investing in prevention strategies and 
improving the collection and sharing of 
vital information, we can keep children 
like Heaven from slipping through the 
cracks. 

There is no doubt that Congress has a 
vital role in helping States protect 
children from immediate injury and 
lifelong emotional trauma associated 
with child abuse and neglect. 

Mr. Speaker, I look forward to work-
ing in a bipartisan manner in the next 
Congress to reauthorize CAPTA. Mean-

while, I urge my colleagues to support 
this bill. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self the balance of my time. 

Mr. Speaker, children are the Na-
tion’s future, but, sadly, the life and 
bright future of hundreds of thousands 
of children are threatened each year by 
abuse and neglect. 

Mr. Speaker, S. 1147 allows for grants 
for child sexual abuse prevention pro-
grams in schools, equipping educators 
to recognize and report signs of abuse 
early. 

Jenna Quinn’s story reminds us of 
the urgency to act, and this bill en-
sures that we continue to safeguard 
vulnerable children from preventable 
cases of sexual assault. I believe this 
legislation, in the face of evil, will help 
prevent child sexual abuse and help 
identify children who are experiencing 
these horrible acts to be put on a path 
towards healing. 

By passing S. 1147, Congress is taking 
meaningful steps to prevent additional 
child abuse and neglect by providing 
States with the tools necessary to 
strengthen child abuse prevention serv-
ices. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
MEUSER). The question is on the mo-
tion offered by the gentlewoman from 
North Carolina (Ms. FOXX) that the 
House suspend the rules and pass the 
bill, S. 1147. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

NATIONAL ADVISORY COUNCIL ON 
INDIAN EDUCATION IMPROVE-
MENT ACT 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and pass the bill (S. 
5355) to ensure that the National Advi-
sory Council on Indian Education in-
cludes at least 1 member who is the 
president of a Tribal College or Univer-
sity. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

S. 5355 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘National Ad-
visory Council on Indian Education Improve-
ment Act’’ or the ‘‘NACIE Improvement 
Act’’. 
SEC. 2. NATIONAL ADVISORY COUNCIL ON IN-

DIAN EDUCATION. 
By not later than 180 days after the date of 

enactment of this Act and notwithstanding 
any other provision of section 6141 of the El-
ementary and Secondary Education Act of 
1965 (20 U.S.C. 7471), the President shall en-
sure that the National Advisory Council on 
Indian Education established under such sec-
tion includes at least one member who is a 

president of a Tribal College or University 
(as defined in section 316(b) of the Higher 
Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1059c(b)). 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from 
North Carolina (Ms. FOXX) and the gen-
tleman from Virginia (Mr. SCOTT) each 
will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from North Carolina. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-

mous consent that all Members may 
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on S. 5355. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from North Carolina? 

There was no objection. 
Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-

self such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of S. 

5355, the National Advisory Council on 
Indian Education Improvement, or 
NACIE, Act. 

NACIE is the Department of Edu-
cation’s Tribal advisory group, com-
posed of 15 members who are appointed 
by the President. 

NACIE advises the Secretaries of 
both the Education Department and 
the Department of the Interior on pro-
grams serving Tribes and members. 

Currently, there is no requirement 
that a Tribal college or university, 
TCU, president sit on the board. As a 
result, the Education Department’s 
Tribal consultation sessions often do 
not provide the opportunity for TCU 
leaders, who are the prominent leaders 
in Tribal post-secondary education, to 
provide direct input. 

S. 5355 requires at least one of 
NACIE’s members be the president of a 
TCU. In doing so, the legislation would 
give TCUs a seat at the table when dis-
cussing Tribal education. 

Simply put, this bipartisan legisla-
tion ensures TCUs have a voice in deci-
sions that directly impact Native- 
American students. 

Strengthening our Nation’s post-sec-
ondary education system means sup-
porting all types of colleges and uni-
versities. Today, we can take an impor-
tant step to strengthen TCUs, which 
play an important role in serving stu-
dents and expanding the opportunities 
for skills and a post-secondary edu-
cation in communities across America. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support this legislation, and I reserve 
the balance of my time. 

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, 
I yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support 
of this legislation, which ensures that 
presidents of Tribal colleges and uni-
versities, TCUs, will have a direct voice 
on the National Advisory Council on 
Indian Education. This bill is a nec-
essary step to guarantee that TCUs, in-
stitutions that serve as educational 
hubs for Native-American commu-
nities, always have a voice in Federal 
funding discussions that directly im-
pact their colleges. 
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As many of my colleagues know, the 

Federal Government holds a unique 
trust responsibility to the Native and 
Tribal communities, a responsibility 
that is not just a legal obligation, but 
a moral one. This trust is rooted in 
both the U.S. Constitution and cen-
turies of commitments to Native com-
munities. 

Tribal colleges and universities pur-
sue a unique mission. Not only do they 
educate Native communities, but they 
also preserve and advance Native- 
American culture and traditions. TCUs 
are central to the survival of Native 
languages, history, and cultural prac-
tices, all while providing access to 
higher education and advancing eco-
nomic opportunities for Native stu-
dents. 

Having TCU representation will help 
to advise the NACIE as they fulfill one 
of their duties in advising the Edu-
cation, Health, and Labor Secretaries 
in ways to strengthen TCUs and in-
crease TCU participation in Federal 
agency programs. 

While congressional Democrats and 
the Biden administration made critical 
investments to address the dispropor-
tionate impact of the COVID–19 pan-
demic on Native-American commu-
nities, including through COVID relief 
funds totaling over $360 million, much 
work still remains. 

Congress must make stronger, sus-
tained investments in TCUs to address 
decades of systemic underfunding that 
these institutions have faced. This bill 
is about more than just adding a voice 
to the commission. It is about ensuring 
that the leaders of these vital institu-
tions, who are on the front lines of edu-
cation, have the opportunity to advo-
cate for the unique needs of their stu-
dents. 

By including TCU presidents in 
NACIE, we ensure that Native leaders 
across the educational pipeline always 
have a guaranteed seat at the table. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support this important legislation, 
which will help honor our trust respon-
sibility to Indian Tribes and support 
Native-American students and commu-
nities across the country. 

Mr. Speaker, I am prepared to close, 
and I reserve the balance of my time. 

b 1545 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, TCUs provide an impor-
tant doorway to postsecondary edu-
cation for many American students. 

TCUs know best what their students 
and communities need. S. 5355, the Na-
tional Advisory Council on Indian Edu-
cation Improvement (NACIE) Act, will 
give TCUs a seat at the table during 
the decisionmaking process. 

This will not only ensure that Na-
tive-American students are better 
served, but it will also ensure that tax-
payer resources will be used more effi-
ciently and effectively. 

TCUs provide an important doorway 
to postsecondary education for many 

students. This bipartisan legislation 
will help strengthen that voice and the 
voice of the postsecondary education 
leaders who deserve to share their 
unique experiences and guidance with 
the rest of NACIE. 

Mr. Speaker, before I yield back my 
time, I will take a few minutes to re-
flect on my time leading the Education 
and the Workforce Committee. 

First, I applaud the committee’s 
ranking member, BOBBY SCOTT. You 
wouldn’t think a Democrat with two 
Harvard degrees would have much in 
common with a Republican who grew 
up without running water or elec-
tricity and was the first in her family 
to go to college, but we are both real-
ists who want to get things done. 

We are passionate about the commit-
tee’s issues. It has been a pleasure to 
work alongside BOBBY. 

Our colleagues have heard us say this 
before, but we both share the senti-
ment that you can disagree without 
being disagreeable. 

Let me say something about the 
work of the committee it was my 
honor to lead for two terms. 

My family grew up poor, but my par-
ents always believed in the power of 
education and hard work. My work on 
the committee has centered on ensur-
ing those who grew up like me can ac-
complish anything they set their minds 
to and that education can help them do 
it. 

Unfortunately, students and parents 
have been living through an education 
nightmare characterized by massive 
learning loss, attacks on parental 
rights, a leftist takeover of curricula, 
and plummeting confidence in our edu-
cation system. 

To put our students on a path to suc-
cess, I have worked with my colleagues 
to pass the Parents Bill of Rights, fight 
for school choice, protect women’s 
sports, push for lower college costs and 
more accountability, and promote 
strong workforce development pro-
grams. 

The committee has also fought at-
tempts by the Department of Labor 
and the National Labor Relations 
Board to push all workers into unions 
and extend the Federal Government’s 
control over the workforce. 

Additionally, we have worked to pro-
tect the retirement savings of workers 
and retirees, save private insurance 
and increase healthcare affordability, 
protect small businesses, allow flexible 
work arrangements, and expand worker 
choice. 

We have been busy, Mr. Speaker. 
Of course, I can’t talk about the com-

mittee’s work without talking about 
my passion for accountability. As 
elected Representatives, it is our duty 
to hold the Federal Government to the 
highest standard of accountability so 
that hardworking taxpayer dollars are 
used effectively and efficiently. 

When we push for answers, parents 
are no longer left in the dark, law-
makers are better informed when it 
comes time to consider legislation, and 

American taxpayers see where their 
hard-earned money is going. 

None of the work accomplished by 
the committee was done by me alone. I 
was bolstered at every turn by the sup-
port and efforts of my colleagues. More 
importantly, I had the incredible tal-
ent of a dedicated staff. 

Mr. Speaker, when I first came to 
Congress, I heard Members on the floor 
saying all these fabulous things about 
their staff, and it was hard for me to 
envision at the beginning how impor-
tant the staff could be, but I have cer-
tainly come to understand that as the 
chair of the committee. To all of the 
staff, I say thank you, and I reserve the 
balance of my time. 

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, 
I yield myself the balance of the time. 

Mr. Speaker, on the legislation, I will 
emphasize the fact that this bill is 
more than just adding a voice on the 
National Advisory Council on Indian 
Education; it is about honoring our Na-
tion’s commitment to Native-Amer-
ican communities and ensuring that 
Tribal colleges and universities are 
properly represented to discuss the ef-
fective legislation and executive action 
on their future and the students they 
serve. 

We must include TCUs in conversa-
tions on Federal funding and edu-
cational policy. This bill is a step to-
ward ensuring Native-American stu-
dents and the institutions they serve 
will have the resources and support 
they need to thrive. 

I urge my colleagues to support the 
legislation as a demonstration of our 
commitment to empowering the Na-
tive-American communities through 
education. 

Mr. Speaker, before I yield back, I 
will comment on the fact that this will 
be the last bill brought by Dr. FOXX in 
her capacity as chair of the committee. 

I just point out that when we became 
chair and ranking member—we 
switched back and forth—we agreed 
that we would try to be the most dig-
nified committee on Capitol Hill. 

Regrettably, that is a mighty low bar 
around here, but I think we did as she 
has indicated. I think we demonstrated 
how you can disagree without being 
disagreeable. There were a lot of things 
we didn’t agree on, but there were a lot 
of things we did. There was a lot of job 
training legislation that we were able 
to agree on, retirement savings, child 
abuse and prevention that we just con-
sidered, several healthcare bills, sur-
prise billing, and things like that that 
took a lot of work. 

We showed that it is possible to enact 
meaningful legislation on a bipartisan 
basis when you are willing to work to-
gether in a constructive way. 

Mr. Speaker, I congratulate Dr. FOXX 
on her chairmanship and understand 
that there may be other leadership po-
sitions in her future, but I thank her 
for being able to conduct the com-
mittee as we were able to do it. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 
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Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I appreciate 

Congressman SCOTT’s comments very 
much. We have worked together very 
well. Now I urge my colleagues to vote 
for S. 5355, and I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from North Carolina 
(Ms. FOXX) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, S. 5355. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

KLAMATH BASIN WATER 
AGREEMENT SUPPORT ACT OF 2024 

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 7938) to amend the Klamath 
Basin Water Supply Enhancement Act 
of 2000 to provide the Secretary of the 
Interior with certain authorities with 
respect to projects affecting the Klam-
ath Basin watershed, and for other pur-
poses, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 7938 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Klamath 
Basin Water Agreement Support Act of 
2024’’. 
SEC. 2. KLAMATH PROJECT WATER AND POWER. 

(a) ADDRESSING WATER, POWER, AND FACILI-
TIES MANAGEMENT FOR IRRIGATION.—Section 
4 of the Klamath Basin Water Supply En-
hancement Act of 2000 (Public Law 106–498) is 
amended by adding at the end the following: 

‘‘(d) RESTORATION ACTIVITIES.—The Sec-
retary may— 

‘‘(1) plan, design, construct, operate, and 
maintain projects in the Klamath Basin wa-
tershed, including— 

‘‘(A) facilities to reduce fish entrainment; 
‘‘(B) projects that reduce or avoid impacts 

on aquatic resources of facilities involved in 
the storage or diversion of water for irriga-
tion in the Klamath Project service area; 
and 

‘‘(C) projects that restore habitats in the 
Klamath Basin watershed, including Tribal 
fishery resources held in trust; 

‘‘(2) undertake studies, including feasi-
bility studies, and improvements that the 
Secretary determines to be necessary to im-
plement this subsection; 

‘‘(3) in implementing this subsection, enter 
into contracts, memoranda of understanding, 
financial assistance agreements, cost-shar-
ing agreements, or other appropriate agree-
ments with— 

‘‘(A) State, Tribal, and local governmental 
agencies; and 

‘‘(B) private parties; and 
‘‘(4) accept and expend non-Federal funds 

in order to facilitate implementation of this 
subsection. 

‘‘(e) GOALS.—The goals of activities under 
subsections (b) and (d) shall include, as ap-
plicable— 

‘‘(1) the short-term and long-term reduc-
tion and resolution of conflicts relating to 
water in the Klamath Basin watershed; and 

‘‘(2) compatibility and utility for pro-
tecting natural resources throughout the 

Klamath Basin watershed, including the pro-
tection, preservation, and restoration of 
Klamath River Tribal fishery resources, par-
ticularly through collaboratively developed 
agreements. 

‘‘(f) PUMPING PLANT D.—The Secretary 
may enter into 1 or more agreements with 
the Tulelake Irrigation District to reimburse 
the Tulelake Irrigation District for not more 
than 69 percent of the cost incurred by the 
Tulelake Irrigation District for the oper-
ation and maintenance of Pumping Plant D, 
subject to the condition that the cost results 
in benefits to the United States. 

‘‘(g) KENO AND LINK RIVER DAMS.—The Sec-
retary of the Interior shall comply with the 
terms of the agreement entitled ‘2016 Klam-
ath Power and Facilities Agree-
ment’(‘Agreement’), including Attachment A 
to the Agreement.’’. 

(b) ADMINISTRATION; EFFECT.— 
(1) COMPLIANCE.—In implementing the 

amendments made by this section, the Sec-
retary of the Interior shall comply with— 

(A) the National Environmental Policy Act 
of 1969 (42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.); 

(B) the Endangered Species Act of 1973 (16 
U.S.C. 1531 et seq.); and 

(C) all other applicable laws. 
(2) EFFECT.—None of the amendments 

made by this section— 
(A) modify any authority or obligation of 

the United States with respect to any Tribal 
trust or treaty obligation of the United 
States; 

(B) create or determine any water right; or 
(C) affect any water right or water right 

claim in existence on the date of the enact-
ment of this Act. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Ar-
kansas (Mr. WESTERMAN) and the gen-
tlewoman from California (Ms. 
KAMLAGER-DOVE) each will control 20 
minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Arkansas. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I 

ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material 
on H.R. 7938, the bill now under consid-
eration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Arkansas? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R. 
7938, the Klamath Basin Water Agree-
ment Support Act of 2024. 

This legislation, sponsored by Con-
gressman CLIFF BENTZ, would uphold 
the commitments made by the Federal 
Government in the agreements con-
cerning dam removal and species res-
toration, which are aimed at ensuring 
farmers are shielded from the adverse 
effects of these actions. 

The Klamath River Basin in southern 
Oregon and northern California encom-
passes more than 12,000 square miles 
with some of the most productive irri-
gated agriculture in the country. 

The basin is partially supported by 
the Bureau of Reclamation’s Klamath 
Project and is home to six national 
wildlife refuges, which rely on basin 

waters to sustain migratory bird habi-
tats and support Native American 
Tribal fishing grounds. However, this 
basin has been plagued by decades of 
disagreement and conflicting agency 
opinions on how to best conserve the 
ESA-listed species. 

While H.R. 7938 provides the Depart-
ment of the Interior the authorization 
to operate and improve infrastructure, 
it makes clear that Klamath Project 
irrigators are not responsible for those 
costs. The bill also enables Reclama-
tion to implement conservation meas-
ures for ESA-listed species through fish 
screens and other restoration projects. 
This would protect Tribal resources in 
the basin and avoid additional regu-
latory burdens on other stakeholders. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank Congressman 
BENTZ for his diligent leadership on 
this issue and tireless support of the 
Klamath Basin. I urge my colleagues to 
support the bill, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Ms. KAMLAGER-DOVE. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield myself such time as I may 
consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of the 
Klamath Basin Water Agreement Sup-
port Act, which seeks to resolve stake-
holder conflicts regarding water use 
and fish and wildlife management in 
the Klamath River Basin. 

Since time immemorial, the Klamath 
River has supported the livelihoods of 
several tribes in the basin. It continues 
to play a key role in each of these 
tribes’ cultures, economies, and food 
sovereignty. 

Unfortunately, the construction of 
dams along the river and changing cli-
mate conditions in the basin resulted 
in devastating consequences for tribes, 
agriculture, fish and wildlife, and fish-
ing communities as a result of reduced 
water flows. 

Since planning for dam removal in 
the lower Klamath River started, there 
have been years of work and negotia-
tions between the tribes and other par-
ties to reach agreement on issues af-
fecting water, fish, and wildlife in the 
basin. 

After the removal of the four lower 
Klamath Dams, salmon have already 
begun migrating into previously inac-
cessible historic salmon spawning habi-
tat. Good for them. 

The legislation before us today would 
build on this historic restoration 
project by further supporting the com-
mitments made under the Klamath 
Basin agreements. 

I thank the majority for working 
with us to ensure that Tribal concerns 
with the introduced language were ad-
dressed prior to moving the bill out of 
committee. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to 
support the bill, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield 5 minutes to the gentleman from 
Oregon (Mr. BENTZ), the lead sponsor of 
the bill. 

Mr. BENTZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
support of H.R. 7938, as amended. 
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