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build a football stadium. This is not a
District of Columbia home rule issue.
This is no different than any other city
or State competing for a sports fran-
chise or stadium, no different than the
State of New Jersey competing with
the State of New York for the Jets or
the Giants.

I also do not object to the redevelop-
ment or renovation of the current RFK
campus. I think it would be out-
standing to have new housing, retail
use, and park space there. As a matter
of fact, I live near the stadium and
drive by it every day, but I do not be-
lieve a cost-free land transfer largely
for stadium purposes provides the best
opportunity to achieve these goals.

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to
oppose this bill.

Mr. LANGWORTHY. Mr. Speaker, 1
have no further speakers. I am pre-
pared to close, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume to
respond to the comments from my
friend from Maryland.

The National Park Service has a
maintenance backlog of $23 billion, in-
cluding $2 billion in the District of Co-
lumbia alone. The National Park Serv-
ice does not have the money to trans-
form the RFK Stadium site from acres
of asphalt into parks or mixed uses.

There is precedent for Congress giv-
ing title to or administration jurisdic-
tion over Federal land to States and
other jurisdictions for no consider-
ation. We do not have to look far for
examples. Let’s look at two of the
many examples in D.C.

First, section 8124 of title 40 of the
U.S. Code has long permitted the Fed-
eral Government to transfer adminis-
trative jurisdiction over Federal land
in D.C. to the D.C. government for no
consideration. Second, in 1986, Con-
gress directed the Department of the
Interior to enter into a 50-year lease
with D.C. for the RFK Stadium site for
no consideration.

While it is true that H.R. 4984 does
not require D.C. to pay the Federal
Government for administrative juris-
diction over the RFK Stadium site, it
is expected D.C. will spend hundreds of
millions of dollars transforming the
site from acres of asphalt into mixed-
use development.

This bill would not require a stadium
to be built at the site. Whether to build
a stadium would be a decision for the
elected D.C. government. Several mem-
bers of the D.C. Council have expressed
opposition to a new football stadium at
the site.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. LANGWORTHY. Mr. Speaker,
the D.C. Robert F. Kennedy Memorial
Stadium Campus Revitalization Act
will allow D.C. to develop the vacant
RFK Stadium site.

I encourage all of my colleagues to
support this bipartisan bill that will
promote economic growth and revital-
ization for Southeast D.C.
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Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I urge my
colleagues on both sides of the aisle to
support this bill.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, while Chair-
man COMER and | often have plenty to dis-
agree on, today | join him and Delegate NOR-
TON to rise in support of H.R. 4984, the D.C.
Robert F. Kennedy Memorial Stadium Campus
Revitalization Act.

This bipartisan bill will allow the District of
Columbia to reenergize Robert F. Kennedy
Memorial Stadium campus and redevelop the
174 acres of underutilized federal land into a
new stadium, additional housing units, and
green spaces.

As a result, these developments will spur
economic growth, improve the surrounding in-
frastructure, and substantially transform the
neighborhood.

H.R. 4984 represents the fight to protect
and expand Home Rule.

As a former local government official having
served on the Fairfax County Board of Super-
visors for 14 years, including five as chairman
and as a former chairman of the Council of
Governments | have consistently supported
autonomy for the District.

Congress must do the same to uphold the
will of thousands of constituents and civil serv-
ants who live and work in the District.

Let me remind my colleagues of what my
fellow Virginian, James Madison, said in the
Federalist Papers, Number 43, with respect to
the intent of the Congressional authority.

In referring to the residents of this federal
District, Madison said “they will have had their
voice in the election of the government which
is to exercise authority over them; as a munic-
ipal legislature for local purposes.”

There is no more basic exercise of munic-
ipal authority than planning critical investments
for the community.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from New York (Mr.
LANGWORTHY) that the House suspend
the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 4984, as
amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. LANGWORTHY. Mr. Speaker, on
that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned.

——————

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

A message in writing from the Presi-
dent of the United States was commu-
nicated to the House by Ms. Avery M.
Stringer, one of his secretaries.

———

SERVICE-DISABLED VETERAN OP-
PORTUNITIES IN SMALL BUSI-
NESS ACT

Mr. WILLIAMS of Texas. Mr. Speak-
er, I move to suspend the rules and
pass the bill (H.R. 3511) to amend the
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Small Business Act to require training
on increasing contract awards to small
business concerns owned and controlled
by service-disabled veterans, and for
other purposes.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 3511

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Service-Dis-
abled Veteran Opportunities in Small Busi-
ness Act”.

SEC. 2. TRAINING ON INCREASING CONTRACT
AWARDS TO SMALL BUSINESS CON-
CERNS OWNED AND CONTROLLED
BY SERVICE-DISABLED VETERANS.

Section 36 of the Small Business Act (15
U.S.C. 657f) is amended by adding at the end
the following new subsection:

“(j) TRAINING ON INCREASING CONTRACT
AWARDS TO SMALL BUSINESS CONCERNS
OWNED AND CONTROLLED BY SERVICE-DIS-
ABLED VETERANS.—

‘(1 IN GENERAL.—The Administrator, in
consultation with the Office of Veterans
Business Development, shall provide to cov-
ered employees at each Federal agency that
has not met the goal established under sec-
tion 15(g)(1)(A)({i) training on how to in-
crease the number of contracts awarded to
small business concerns owned and con-
trolled by service-disabled veterans.

‘(2) GUIDANCE.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Administrator, in consultation with the
Office of Veterans Business Development,
shall issue guidance and best practices on in-
creasing the number of contracts awarded to
small businesses owned and controlled by
service disabled veterans for Federal agen-
cies to which the goal established under sec-
tion 15(g)(1)(A)(ii) applies.

‘“(3) REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after
the date of enactment of this Act, and annu-
ally thereafter, the Administration shall
submit to Congress a report detailing, for
the fiscal year covered by the report—

“(A) a list of each Federal agency that
failed to meet the goal established under sec-
tion 15(g)(1)(A)(ii);

‘“(B) the number of trainings provided to
each Federal agency described in paragraph
(1); and

¢“(C) an overview of the content included in
such training sessions.”.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. WILLIAMS) and the gentle-
woman from New York (Ms.
VELAZQUEZ) each will control 20 min-
utes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Texas.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. WILLIAMS of Texas. Mr. Speak-
er, I ask unanimous consent that all
Members may have b5 legislative days
in which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material
on the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas?

There was no objection.

Mr. WILLIAMS of Texas. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield myself such time as I may
consume.

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased that this is
the first of eight bills from the Com-
mittee on Small Business that we will
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be considering today. That goes to
show that the Committee on Small
Business is a committee that gets
things done, and I hope our Senate
counterparts follow our lead to get
these bills to the President’s desk.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of H.R. 3511, the Service-Disabled Vet-
eran Opportunities in Small Business
Act, which is sponsored by my good
friend, Representative LALOTA, from
the great State of New York.

H.R. 3511 builds on this Congress’
dedication to America’s veterans. Our
country asks a lot from our brave serv-
icemen and -women. Therefore, we
must support them when they return
to civilian life and ensure that they
have a fair shot to succeed back home.

That is why this bill is critical to en-
suring that our veterans are supported
as entrepreneurs. The Federal Govern-
ment is the largest consumer in the
world, and each year, these agencies
have a goal to spend a portion of their
contracts with small businesses owned
by service-disabled veterans.

In last year’s NDAA, Congress raised
the spending goal to 5 percent of all
contracting dollars. Unfortunately, not
every Federal agency has met its com-
mitment to the men and women who
bravely served our country. H.R. 3511
would remedy this by requiring the
Small Business Administration to help
failing agencies improve their inclu-
sion of service-disabled veteran-owned
small businesses. Our veterans deserve
to have every chance to succeed in the
Federal contracting space.

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to support
H.R. 3511, and I urge all of my col-
leagues to vote for this bill.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time. .

Ms. VELAZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, today we are consid-
ering eight bills, six sponsored by Re-
publicans and two by Democrats.

I look forward to working with the
chairman to bring the additional five
Democratic bills to the floor that were
unanimously approved by the com-
mittee in a timely manner.

I thank my colleagues, Representa-
tives LALOTA and MCGOVERN, for their
work to bring this bill to the floor
today.

In fiscal year 2022, Federal agencies
awarded 4.57 percent of contract dollars
and a record of just over $28 billion to
service-disabled veteran-owned small
businesses, but this number does not
tell the whole story.

Every year, a handful of agencies do
not meet their individual agency goals,
showing that there is more that can be
done. This legislation will require SBA
to issue guidance and to provide train-
ing for agencies when they come up
short. It is also important to highlight
that Congress has raised the service-
disabled veteran-owned small busi-
nesses’ goal to 5 percent of Federal
contracting dollars moving forward, so
additional guidance and training will
be timely.
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Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. WILLIAMS of Texas. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield such time as he may con-
sume to the gentleman from New York
(Mr. LALOTA).

Mr. LALOTA. Mr. Speaker, I thank
Chairman WILLIAMS for yielding, for
his leadership in the Committee on
Small Business, and most importantly
for recognizing the importance of this
legislation and its importance to the
veterans community.

Mr. Speaker, America owes a great
debt of gratitude to our service-dis-
abled veterans. Those who have served
our Nation in uniform deserve our ut-
most thanks, support, and respect.
They put our great country before
themselves.

As service-disabled veterans transi-
tion into civilian life and some look to
enter the government contracting
space, Congress must identify and im-
plement ways to make that transition
easier. My bipartisan bill does just
that. The Service-Disabled Veteran Op-
portunities in Small Business Act will
provide greater opportunities to our
Nation’s disabled veterans by increas-
ing government contracting opportuni-
ties for service-disabled veteran-owned
small businesses.

Currently, Federal agencies are re-
quired to contract with service-dis-
abled veteran-owned small businesses
for at least 5 percent of contracts
awarded, yet the prior lower standard,
3 percent for all, wasn’t even being met
by many agencies.

My legislation will help solve that
problem by requiring the Office of Vet-
erans Business Development and the
Small Business Administrator to pro-
vide training to Federal agency offi-
cials who fall below their procurement
goals and issue guidance on best prac-
tices to increase the number of con-
tracts to service-disabled veteran-
owned small businesses.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues
from both sides of the aisle to support
the Service-Disabled Veteran Opportu-
nities in Small Business Act.

Ms. VELAZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield such time as he may consume to
the gentleman from Kentucky (Mr.

MCGARVEY), the ranking member of
the Innovation, Entrepreneurship, and
Workforce Development Sub-
committee.

O 1700

Mr. MCGARVEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
in support of H.R. 3511, the Service-Dis-
abled Veteran Opportunities in Small
Business Act, which I am proud to lead
with Representative LALOTA.

I am grateful for his partnership, and
I am grateful that the bill is on the
floor today. I will echo the remarks of
my colleague, Mr. LALOTA. We owe a
great debt of gratitude to the men and
women who have put on the uniform
who were willing to fight for us and, of
course, were injured in their service. It
is up to us to support our veterans
coming out of the military as much as
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we support them going in, especially
those who return with the wounds from
their service, both visible and invisible.

So many veterans come home look-
ing for ways to continue serving their
communities, including by starting
small businesses, and the Small Busi-
ness Administration does a great job of
connecting veteran and disabled vet-
eran entrepreneurs to critical re-
sources they need to start businesses,
but the Federal Government must do
more to ensure all veteran entre-
preneurs have the tools and opportuni-
ties they need for their new businesses
to thrive.

For disabled veteran entrepreneurs,
opportunity can come in the form of
sole-source or set-aside contracts, but
Federal agencies all too often fail to
meet their service-disabled vet con-
tracting goals.

This bill requires the SBA to issue
guidance to other Federal agencies to
better meet the contracting goals for
service-disabled veteran-owned small
businesses and it would additionally re-
quire the SBA to provide training to
agencies that fail to meet these goals.

If the agencies fail to meet their con-
tracting goals, then this bill requires a
report to Congress detailing which
agencies haven’t met their goals so we
can better understand what works,
what doesn’t, and what we can do to
continue improving business opportu-
nities for service-disabled veteran
businessowners. We shouldn’t stop
until we are delivering on all of our
promises.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support this good bipartisan legislation
and look forward to its passage today.

Mr. WILLIAMS of Texas. Mr. Speak-
er, I have no further speakers, I am
prepared to close, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Ms. VELAZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield myself the balance of my time for
the purpose of closing.

Mr. Speaker, the Federal procure-
ment goals are one way that Congress
helps to ensure that small business
government contractors can enter,
compete, and remain in the Federal
marketplace and that they receive a
fair share of contracting dollars when
doing so.

This bill will provide agencies with
additional tools and training to maxi-
mize awards to firms owned by service-
disabled veterans and meet their small
business goals.

Mr. Speaker, I appreciate the work of
my colleagues on this bill, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

Mr. WILLIAMS of Texas. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield myself the balance of my
time.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support this commonsense legislation
that Mr. MCGARVEY and Mr. LALOTA
did a great job on, and I yield back the
balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
MEUSER). The question is on the mo-
tion offered by the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. WILLIAMS) that the House
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suspend the rules and pass the bill,
H.R. 3511.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

DOE AND SBA RESEARCH ACT

Mr. WILLIAMS of Texas. Mr. Speak-
er, I move to suspend the rules and
pass the bill (H.R. 4669) to provide for
Department of Energy, National Lab-
oratories, and Small Business Adminis-
tration joint research and development
activities, and for other purposes, as
amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 4669

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the “DOE and
SBA Research Act’.

SEC. 2. DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY AND SMALL
BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION JOINT
RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT AC-
TIVITIES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Energy
and the Administrator of the Small Business
Administration (in this section referred to as
the ‘‘covered officials’) shall enter into a
memorandum of understanding or other ap-
propriate agreement to carry out cross-cut-
ting and collaborative research and develop-
ment activities focused on the joint advance-
ment of Department of Energy and Small
Business Administration mission require-
ments and priorities.

(b) MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING OR
AGREEMENT.—The covered officials shall
carry out and coordinate the activities de-
scribed in subsection (a) by entering into one
or more memoranda of understanding or
other appropriate agreements, as jointly de-
termined by the covered officials.

(c) INCLUSION OF SMALL BUSINESS CON-
CERNS.—In carrying out the activities de-
scribed in subsection (a), the covered offi-
cials shall ensure the inclusion of small busi-
ness concerns (as defined under section 3 of
the Small Business Act (156 U.S.C. 632)) in
such activities, as appropriate.

(d) OTHER REQUIREMENTS.—In carrying out
the activities described in subsection (a), the
covered officials may—

(1) carry out reimbursable agreements be-
tween the Department of Energy, the Small
Business Administration, and appropriate
entities in order to maximize the effective-
ness of research and development activities
carried out pursuant to a memorandum or
agreement described in subsection (b); and

(2) collaborate with other Federal agencies
as appropriate to carry out such activities.

(e) REPORT.—Not later than two years after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the
covered officials shall submit to Congress a
report on activities carried out pursuant to a
memorandum or agreement described in sub-
section (b) that includes the following:

(1) Coordination between the covered offi-
cials involved in such activities.

(2) Potential opportunities to expand the
technical capabilities of the Department of
Energy and the Small Business Administra-
tion.

(3) Collaborative research achievements.

(4) Areas of future mutually beneficial suc-
cess.
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(5) Continuation of coordination activities
between the Department of Energy and the
Small Business Administration.

(f) RESEARCH SECURITY.—The activities
carried out pursuant to a memorandum or
agreement described in subsection (b) shall
be applied in a manner consistent with sub-
title D of title VI of the Research and Devel-
opment, Competition, and Innovation Act
(Public Law 117-167; 42 U.S.C. 19231 et seq.).
SEC. 3. COMPLIANCE WITH CUTGO.

No additional amounts are authorized to
be appropriated to carry out this Act or the
amendments made by this Act.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. WILLIAMS) and the gentle-
woman from New York (Ms.
VELAZQUEZ) each will control 20 min-
utes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Texas.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. WILLIAMS of Texas. Mr. Speak-
er, I ask unanimous consent that all
Members may have 5 legislative days
in which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material
on the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas?

There was no objection.

Mr. WILLIAMS of Texas. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield myself such time as I may
consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of H.R. 4669, the DOE and SBA Re-
search Act, sponsored by my good
friend, Representative LALOTA, from
the great State of New York.

Our national laboratories provide
some of the most cutting-edge sci-
entific research initiated by the U.S.
Government. The 17 mnational labs
across the country help ensure we re-
main world leaders in a variety of dis-
ciplines, including our Nation’s self-de-
fense.

This legislation will ensure that the
great work of our national labs and
SBA are ensuring small businesses can
play a part in these crucial activities.
Small businesses play an important
role in American innovation. The Com-
mittee on Small Business has heard
countless testimonies from entre-
preneurs who have found inefficiencies
in many different industries and have
since gone to work fixing these prob-
lems.

This is very similar to the work of
our national labs as this bill, estab-
lishing a memorandum of under-
standing, will prove mutually bene-
ficial to both parties.

The DOE and SBA Research Act is
vital to increasing the opportunities
that innovative small businesses must
work with some of the most innovative
federally funded research organizations
in the world.

Mr. Speaker, I urge all of my col-
leagues to join me in voting for H.R.
4669, and I reserve the balance of my
time.
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, COM-
MITTEE ON SCIENCE, SPACE, AND
TECHNOLOGY

Washington, DC, December 1, 2023.

Hon. ROGER WILLIAMS,

Chairman, Committee on Small Business,

House of Representatives, Washington, DC.

DEAR CHAIRMAN WILLIAMS: I am writing
concerning H.R. 4669, the “DOE and SBA Re-
search Act’’, which was referred primarily to
the Committee on Science, Space, and Tech-
nology, with an additional referral to the
Committee on Small Business.

H.R. 4669 contains provisions within the
Committee on Science, Space, and Tech-
nology’s Rule X jurisdiction. As a result of
your having consulted with the Committee
and in order to expedite this bill for floor
consideration, the Committee on Science,
Space, and Technology will forego action on
the bill. This is being done on the basis of
our mutual understanding that doing so will
in no way diminish or alter the jurisdiction
of the Committee on Science, Space, and
Technology with respect to the appointment
of conferees, or to any future jurisdictional
claim over the subject matters contained in
the bill or similar legislation.

I would appreciate your response to this
letter confirming this understanding, and
would request that you include a copy of this
letter and your response in in the Congres-
sional Record during the floor consideration
of this bill. Thank you in advance for your
cooperation.

Sincerely,
FRANK D. Lucas,
Chairman.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON SMALL BUSINESS,
Washington, DC, December 1, 2023.

Hon. FRANK LUCAS,

Chairman, Committee on Science, Space, and
Technology, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR CHAIRMAN LUCAS: Thank you for your
letter regarding H.R. 4669, the DOE and SBA
Research Act. I appreciate your willingness
to work cooperatively to ensure that H.R.
4669 is considered expeditiously before the
House of Representatives.

I recognize that this bill contains provi-
sions that fall within the jurisdiction of the
Committee on Science, Space, and Tech-
nology. I also acknowledge that your Com-
mittee’s decision to forgo consideration
would not prejudice your Committee regard-
ing the appointment of conferees, to any fu-
ture jurisdictional claim over the subject
matters contained in the bill, or to similar
legislation falling under your Committee’s
Rule X jurisdiction. In addition, should a
conference on this bill become necessary, I
would support your request to have members
of the Committee on Science, Space, and
Technology represented on the conference
committee.

I will ensure that our exchange of letters is
included the Congressional Record during
consideration on the House floor. Thank you
again, I appreciate your cooperation regard-
ing this legislation and look forward to con-
tinuing to work with you as this measure
moves through the legislative process.

Sincerely,
ROGER WILLIAMS,
Chairman.

Ms. VELAZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of H.R. 4669, as amended.

This legislation would allow SBA and
the Department of Energy to enter into
an MOU to formalize the research and
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