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proudly enlisting in the United States 
Air Force, where he served honorably 
from 1957 to 1962. 

Mr. Speaker, after leaving the Air 
Force, Peadar continued his civil serv-
ice by joining the ranks of the New 
York Police Department as an officer 
and as a detective. 

In 1962, Peadar found the great love 
of his life, Margaret, and their mar-
riage spanned an extraordinary 62 
years. Together, they raised three re-
markable daughters, Kathleen, Rose- 
Marie, and Colleen, and built a family 
that became the heart and soul of 
Peadar’s life. 

Mr. Speaker, Peadar’s roots in Ire-
land remained a cornerstone of his 
identity. Though he left its shores, Ire-
land was forever etched in his heart. 

Peadar Fitzpatrick was, above all, a 
man of immense character, devoted to 
his faith, his family, and his commu-
nity. 

Today, we honor his legacy. We re-
member a life well lived and a man who 
was deeply loved. Peadar Fitzpatrick 
exemplified what it means to live a life 
of purpose, integrity, and heart. 

May his soul pass through old Ire-
land, and may his soul remain at God’s 
right hand. 

f 

RECOGNIZING WILLIAM 
ARROWOOD 

(Mrs. SYKES asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Mrs. SYKES. Mr. Speaker, today, I 
rise to recognize William Arrowood 
from Akron as Ohio’s 13th District 
Champion of the Week. 

I am thrilled to announce that Wil-
liam is the 2024 Congressional App 
Challenge winner for our district. His 
app, titled: ‘‘How to Beat Bezos,’’ is an 
innovative stock market simulator 
game that educates players on the nu-
ances of buying and selling stocks for 
profit. 

It is inspiring to see how William, a 
freshman at the National Inventors 
Hall of Fame STEM High School, com-
bined his interest in the stock market 
with his passion and skill in computer 
science to create a fun and engaging 
tool that can benefit people of all ages. 

As the winner of our district’s Con-
gressional App Challenge, William’s 
app will be proudly displayed in the 
Capitol, where visitors from across the 
country and the world can appreciate 
his innovation and creativity. 

I congratulate William again on 
being the winner of the Congressional 
App Challenge and this week’s Cham-
pion of the Week for Ohio’s 13th Dis-
trict. 

I thank all the students who sub-
mitted apps this year. I look forward to 
seeing what William and our other tal-
ented students across the district cre-
ate next year and for years to come. 

STRENGTHENING AMERICA’S SE-
CURITY AND SUPPORTING OUR 
MILITARY 

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, I am 
pleased to rise today to help celebrate 
the passage finally this week of the Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act, a 
key step in strengthening America’s 
security and supporting our military. 
It was a strong, bipartisan vote show-
ing there is unity on America’s mili-
tary. 

The bill ensures our military has the 
tools, the resources, and the capabili-
ties to promote readiness and deadli-
ness. With its cutting-edge technology, 
critical infrastructure, and much-need-
ed pay improvement for our soldiers 
and their housing, it is a broad ap-
proach that is really going to help with 
meeting the all-around needs of meet-
ing those goals. It demonstrates a clear 
commitment to protecting our Nation 
and defending freedom for this country 
and our allies around the world. 

Indeed, the best war to fight is the 
one you never have to fight. That is 
why, when we have a strong military 
that is ready, the deterrence factor is 
one of the best things we can have for 
avoiding conflict and avoiding unneces-
sary bloodshed. 

We are sending a powerful message 
with this legislation. With the chal-
lenges we face as a country, the United 
States will always be ready to protect 
what matters most. 

f 

RECOGNIZING RONALD ROCHON 

(Mr. CORREA asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. CORREA. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize California State 
University at Fullerton’s new presi-
dent, Dr. Ronald Rochon. 

Dr. Rochon was born on the south 
side of Chicago where he founded and 
nurtured his passion for education and 
community service. He stepped into 
the top role at Cal State University at 
Fullerton, my alma mater, this past 
July. 

Dr. Rochon brings 14 years of experi-
ence to southern California, having led 
the University of Southern Indiana 
through COVID–19 and a new athletic 
division. 

As the proud Titan that I am, I am 
very excited to see Dr. Ronald Rochon 
at the helm. We are happy to see Ron 
at Cal State, Fullerton, and we look 
forward to working with him. Let’s get 
busy. 

f 

RECOGNIZING ROBERT MIGUEL 

(Mr. CRANE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. CRANE. Mr. Speaker, I am proud 
to represent 14 of Arizona’s Tribes. One 

of the leaders I have been able to work 
with is Chairman Robert Miguel of the 
Ak-Chin Indian Community in Mari-
copa, Arizona, who will complete his 
final term this month due to term lim-
its. 

Chairman Miguel first joined the Ak- 
Chin Tribal Council in 2014 and was 
elected chairman in 2016. During this 
time he has been a strong leader fo-
cused on serving his community with 
an entrepreneurial spirit, creating jobs 
and economic growth and promoting 
educational opportunities. 

We have worked together on efforts 
with the Indian Health Services, ensur-
ing healthcare coverage for the Tribe, 
along with prioritizing flood control 
improvements with the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers. 

The first time I met with Chairman 
Miguel, he shared with me the Ak-Chin 
slogan: ‘‘We all win with Ak-Chin.’’ 

I will remember his enthusiasm and 
hard work as we continue to work with 
the Tribe on important issues. 

I thank Chairman Miguel for his 
leadership and service. I wish him the 
best in his future endeavors and know 
he will continue to make Ak-Chin 
proud. 

f 

FAREWELL TO CONGRESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
MCCORMICK). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 9, 2023, the 
gentleman from West Virginia (Mr. 
MOONEY) is recognized for 60 minutes 
as the designee of the majority leader. 

Mr. MOONEY. Mr. Speaker, it has 
been the greatest honor of my life to 
serve the people of West Virginia in the 
United States House of Representatives 
over the past 10 years. 

I was elected on November 4, 2014. Be-
lieve it or not, back then West Virginia 
wasn’t a safe Republican State. I only 
won by 3 percentage points in a tough 
election. The good people of West Vir-
ginia’s Second District have trusted me 
with the privilege by electing me four 
more times, so five times in total, to 
represent them for these past 10 years. 

I did not seek reelection to the U.S. 
House of Representatives. I ran for an-
other office, which I did not win, so my 
time will come to a close at noon on 
January 3. I have actually enjoyed edu-
cating a lot of folks about how this 
works here, and the Constitution dic-
tates specifically the time at which 
you are no longer a Congressman. It is 
exactly at noon on January 3. And at 
that time, my 10 years in office will 
come to an end. 

During my first 8 years in Congress, 
I represented 17 beautiful counties 
from the eastern panhandle of West 
Virginia, where I live, all the way down 
to Charleston and Kanawha County. 
That is the part in the red here 
through the middle of the State. 

After the 2020 Census was done, West 
Virginia lost one of our three seats in 
the U.S. House of Representatives, so 
for the past 2 years I have represented 
27 counties across the northern half of 
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our State, the top part of the State 
there. I had the uncomfortable, unfor-
tunate experience of having to run 
against another incumbent Member of 
Congress in that election. I did prevail. 
It has been a great privilege to rep-
resent half the State just these past 2 
years. 

While West Virginia is one of the 
smaller States in terms of population, 
its geography is vast. It takes 6 hours 
to drive from one end of my district to 
the other, so I have traveled thousands 
of miles, meeting wonderful, hard-
working taxpayers in West Virginia. In 
fact, one of my favorite things to do is, 
when I am driving basically 6 hours 
from one end of my district to the 
other, is stop in every little town at 
the barber shops, thrift stores, general 
stores, and just say hi to folks. 

I have found that most folks have ac-
tually never met their Congressman or 
have ever met any Congressman. I take 
great pleasure in just popping in, even 
unannounced, saying hi to folks, let-
ting them know we are there and we 
are here to help. I consider it a great 
honor and privilege to be able to do 
that. 

My wife, Dr. Grace Gonzalez Mooney, 
and I are proud to call West Virginia 
home. We are, in fact, West Virginians 
by choice. We chose to move there from 
another State, an intentional choice 
we made that we are very proud of, and 
we are certainly not leaving. 

I am grateful my wife has supported 
me unwaveringly over the past decade 
and even before. This is tough on the 
family, this business, so I really thank 
my wife. We have shared many tri-
umphs and challenges through those 
years. 

On October 13, 2014, our bonus baby, 
we call her, our daughter Gabrielle—we 
call her Gabby—was born at Women 
and Children’s Hospital in Charleston, 
West Virginia. She is now 10 years old, 
and she knows I will be home more 
next year. Being in Congress has meant 
missing a lot of time with family, but 
West Virginia has educational freedom, 
which is great, so we homeschooled our 
children, allowing us to spend more 
time together. 

I have watched my children grow and 
thrive over the years. I am proud of my 
son, Lucas, a junior at Princeton. He is 
an expert in jujitsu. My daughter 
Cami, who is a gifted singer, is a fresh-
man at Vanderbilt. I am excited to 
spend more time with them as I step 
away. I thank my three children for 
their love and support. 

When I first arrived in Congress, one 
of my top priorities was addressing the 
opioid overdose crisis that was rav-
aging our State. The opioid epidemic is 
a tragedy that knows no bounds. It 
doesn’t matter the color of your skin, 
if you live in a city or a rural area, if 
you are rich or poor, drug addiction is 
ravaging this country everywhere. I 
was proud that the first law I had 
changed was based on my bill called 
the PROP Act, Promoting Responsible 
Opioid Prescribing Act. 

b 1100 
This simple, yet important, piece of 

legislation simply sought to reduce un-
necessary access to narcotic pain medi-
cations, thus lowering the risk of ad-
diction. 

I actually had a meeting with the 
West Virginia Medical Society my first 
term in Congress in Charleston, and 
they brought this to my attention. 
Doctors said that according to the 
newly passed Affordable Care Act there 
are provisions that allow the reim-
bursements to be reduced if patients 
complained that they didn’t get the 
drugs they wanted. Studies have shown 
70 percent of people addicted to drugs 
start with legally prescribed drugs. 

Doctors are trying to do the right 
thing and not prescribe drugs to people 
who don’t absolutely really need it. 
They don’t want to cause more drug 
addiction, and for that they had to risk 
being penalized and not being reim-
bursed, have their reimbursements re-
duced. 

They complained about this quite 
strongly to me, and I took action. I put 
in a bill to stop it. It was a bipartisan 
bill. We had 30 Republican cosponsors 
and 30 Democratic cosponsors. The De-
partment of Health was dug in. They 
wouldn’t acknowledge the problem. 
They wouldn’t change it. They fought 
back against it. We had a hearing, and 
there was no opposition. Later that 
year the Department of Health just 
took the exact language of my bill. 
They agreed with me, and they took 
word for word the legal language of my 
bill and made it the new law of the De-
partment of Health ensuring that doc-
tors could never be penalized for not 
giving prescription drugs. 

That was the first law I had changed, 
and I am proud of that. 

I led support for the coal miners and 
families with the STREAM Act, Sup-
porting Transparent Regulatory and 
Environmental Actions in Mining. The 
bill blocked anti-coal regulation from 
the Obama administration, preserving 
we estimate 77,000 good high-paying 
jobs in West Virginia and also across 
the Nation. The passage of the 
STREAM Act was crucial protecting 
our way of life in West Virginia. 

Throughout my time in Congress, my 
colleagues know I fought for a term, 
what we call regular order in the ap-
propriations process, actually passing 
the spending bills on time, reasserting 
the power of the purse that, again, the 
Constitution specifically and only puts 
in this Chamber right here, not in the 
Senate and not to the President. 

The Constitution says that only this 
Chamber can initiate spending or tax-
ation. That is something we have got-
ten away from doing. We pass these 
things called continuing resolutions 
where we give all the money to the 
President to do whatever he wants, and 
that is not right. 

I firmly believe that the government 
works best when Congress uses its con-
stitutional power of the purse to hold 
Federal agencies accountable. We don’t 

live in a bureaucracy in a bureaucratic- 
run government. We live in a democ-
racy, a republic with democratic elec-
tions. It is crucial that we prioritize 
our districts and the needs of the 
American people rather than allowing 
bureaucrats to dictate policy behind 
closed doors and just give them the 
money. 

Believe it or not, it almost sounds 
like living history, but when I was first 
elected, President Obama was in office, 
and it felt like our Nation was, frank-
ly, losing their identity. I am con-
vinced that President Trump’s election 
in 2016 helped steer our country back 
on course. I stood behind President 
Trump through two politically moti-
vated impeachment trials and against 
the partisan witch hunt of the January 
6 Committee. 

While I believe in robust political de-
bate, the weaponization of government 
against President Trump was unprece-
dented, and many American people, as 
well. I am proud to have fought back. I 
am heartened by the support Trump 
and other conservatives continue to re-
ceive across this Nation. 

As a member of the Financial Serv-
ices Committee, I worked tirelessly to 
protect small businesses and to defend 
industries vital to our State: coal, oil, 
natural gas, and many others, financial 
services, banks, and even small banks 
that provide you loans you need to buy 
a home or start a small business. These 
people provide very important services. 

People would stop and say: What are 
you going to get done? We have got a 
new Congress coming in. 

We can get things done. It isn’t easy. 
The political process isn’t easy and 
simple, you have to fight for it, but we 
can get things done. 

In 2017 and 2018, we worked to repeal 
some of the most harmful provisions of 
the Obama-era Dodd-Frank law. It was 
called the Economic Growth, Regu-
latory Relief, and Consumer Protection 
Act, signed into law by President 
Trump. It passed the House, and it 
passed the Senate with bipartisan sup-
port in the Senate. We had a coalition 
of some Democrats and most Repub-
licans, but on May 24, 2018, that bill 
was signed into law. 

Now West Virginia banks and banks 
across the country are not subject to 
many of the costly regulations that 
hurt economic growth. 

This Congress, I fought against gov-
ernment overreach. I introduced an 
amendment to block the Federal Re-
serve from the digital dollar program, 
a move that would open the door to 
government control of our personal 
transactions similar to what you see in 
China. We have to defend our freedoms 
from government overreach. 

During my entire time in public serv-
ice, from the time I ran for State sen-
ate through today, I have been pas-
sionate about the right to protect all 
human life, including unborn babies. It 
has been a privilege to lead the Life 
and Conception Act which seeks to pro-
tect the most vulnerable among us, the 
unborn. 
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Following the Supreme Court’s his-

toric decision in Dobbs, States now 
have full authority to protect life from 
the moment of concept. My bill, the 
Life and Conception Act, is a biological 
fact. Joe Biden agrees with my bill. He 
said it last year that he believes life 
begins at conception. They used to 
teach this in school in biology classes 
across the country. In public schools 
they would teach that all human life 
begins at conception. That is just sim-
ply a fact. You can have different views 
on things, but it is a fact of life that 
life begins at conception. I am proud 
that most of my Republican colleagues 
have supported my legislation, and 
urge folks to continue to fight for all 
human life as we go forward. 

I have a few closing comments and 
folks I want to thank, but I do want to 
yield to some of my colleagues who are 
here in the Chamber to reflect, and I 
appreciate them being here. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman 
from Virginia (Mr. GRIFFITH). 

Mr. GRIFFITH. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentleman very much for yielding. 

I am pleased to be here to today to 
say a few things about my friend, and 
I will say the nice ones. I am teasing. 
They are all nice. 

I do appreciate having that oppor-
tunity. I was listening to the gentle-
man’s comments and was very moved 
because I think that people sometimes 
don’t realize what Congressmen go 
through. We volunteered to do this job, 
so I know you are not complaining, and 
I am not complaining. The fact that 
you choked up a little bit when you 
started talking about your family, it 
meant a lot to me. I know it means a 
lot to you because we have had numer-
ous conversations in your decade here. 
We have done a lot of things together, 
and you are always talking about your 
kids, what is going on and how they are 
doing. 

I have even given you rides home or 
part of the way home. For those watch-
ing, I would drop him off at the McDon-
ald’s in Front Royal and someone 
would pick him up from West Virginia, 
but I would at least get him that far. 

Our districts came close to touching, 
but we never actually did touch. It also 
gave me an opportunity on one occa-
sion to travel with ALEX throughout 
the district. 

He said that he likes to stop in the 
barber shops and the little stores. We 
did that one day. Specifically I remem-
ber stopping in that little pizza shop. I 
still can’t pronounce the name of the 
town. I think it is Ghent. I might have 
it wrong, but it is not spelled that way. 

We did have a little bit a schedule, 
and he was wanting to talk to more 
and more people, and every now and 
again I would have to say: All right, 
ALEX, we don’t have time to talk to ev-
erybody. 

That is just the way ALEX is. He is a 
great individual. 

You talked about, and I have to con-
cur, having had numerous philo-
sophical conversations with you, that 

you have been one of the strongest con-
servative voices during your time in 
the House. 

I was talking with another Member, 
and ALEX happened to be present, and 
we were talking about things. He made 
some point on what we needed to do to 
push the conservative cause forward to 
make America great and better as we 
move forward. 

The other guy said: Yeah, it is what 
we are going to miss. We will miss 
that, ALEX. 

That is because we would be sitting 
trying to figure out how complicated it 
was and how you would maneuver this 
and that, and ALEX would say: No. Here 
is what you do. You just go straight-
forward and tell people the facts. 

That is what you have always done, 
and it has been greatly appreciated. 

Last, but not least, through those 10 
years we have developed a friendship, 
and that is a friendship that will be a 
lifetime friendship. We will continue to 
do things together, as I know that you 
have a servant’s heart and will con-
tinue to want to serve the people of 
West Virginia. The people you rep-
resent in West Virginia are not that 
different from the people that I rep-
resent in southwest Virginia. It is not 
West Virginia, but southwest Virginia. 
Of course, as you know, I believe the 
two States should never have been 
cleaved apart because, particularly, in 
western portions of Virginia, we are 
very much culturally, spiritually, and 
politically aligned. 

I appreciate you, and I look forward 
to working with you in whatever ca-
pacity you serve in next. 

Mr. MOONEY. I appreciate your 
friendship over the years, Mr. GRIF-
FITH. I will certainly miss my col-
leagues. I will come back and visit. It 
is not that far away. I appreciate you 
taking some time. I know you are get-
ting home to your family. 

Mr. Speaker, I appreciate my other 
colleague from Virginia, Congressman 
BOB GOOD, who, like me, is going to 
head to private life at least some pe-
riod of time on January 3 of next year. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman 
from Virginia (Mr. GOOD), who is also 
from Virginia. 

Mr. GOOD of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank my good friend, Mr. ALEX MOON-
EY; and my other good friend, MORGAN 
GRIFFITH, from Virginia. These were 
two of the guys who helped me with 
some of the logistics and things that 
you need to know when you come to 
Congress. I appreciate the investment 
you made in me. 

I am from central Virginia, so our 
districts don’t touch, but ALEX MOONEY 
came to my district when very few 
wanted to when I had defeated an es-
tablishment incumbent, moderate 
RINO, shall we say, for the nomination 
in the summer of 2020. I was being out-
spent nearly 10 to 1 in the general. Not 
many people were coming to my dis-
trict and helping me out. 

While we are border States, it is a 
good 5 hours or so for you to get to my 

district, and you showed up. You 
helped me with an event. You helped 
me more than only one other Member 
of Congress with fundraising and finan-
cial support. You directed many of 
your supporters to help me during a 
time when I really needed that. 

I certainly also consider you a life-
long friend. As someone who was never 
in danger of going to an Ivy League 
school, you are one of the few Ivy 
League conservatives whom I know 
from your time at Dartmouth. 

Mr. GRIFFITH. Are there others? 
Mr. GOOD of Virginia. I am stretch-

ing to think of others, but I think of 
one who just got nominated for Defense 
Secretary. He is an Ivy Leaguer. I don’t 
know him personally. 

However, the job you have done in 
your family, to have your son come be-
hind you who is a conservative leader 
at Princeton, to have your daughter 
who is a freshman at an Ivy League- 
like SEC school in Vanderbilt shows 
the example that you have had for your 
children and the way your children 
have wanted to be involved in what you 
are doing here. I have met them on sev-
eral occasions along with your lovely 
wife. 

Thank you for standing on principle. 
When I came to Congress 4 years ago 
with the life issue being one of the 
most important, if not the most impor-
tant issue, to me, to know when I got 
here that you were the sponsor of the 
Life and Conception Act, and I was 
quick to sign on and let you know I 
wanted to be a cosigner of that and to 
stand alongside you. The issue that is 
the ultimate issue, it is literally life 
and death, it is the number one killer 
in this country. 

I often refer to what happened 21⁄2 
years ago with the Dobbs decision po-
litically in this body is the great depar-
ture as some in our Conference and in 
our party don’t want to talk about the 
issue now that the responsibility or op-
portunity is there for us to lead on this 
issue. I thank you that you have led on 
that issue. 

You have never been one of the guys 
who is the loudest voice in the room 
and who is doing all the talking. A lot 
of people in this body and in this 
Chamber like the sound of their own 
voice. When you do take the mike, you 
always were strong, compassionate, 
and effective in making your case in 
what you were trying to persuade the 
rest of us to do. I have admired that. 

I admired your courage where you 
could have stayed in this seat for as 
long as you wanted to. One of the great 
problems here in this body is it is full 
of people whose goal is just to be here 
so they can stay here. They can be here 
for as long as they can be here, hope-
fully to die here, I guess, is what so 
many of their priority is, while you 
risked a very safe seat and gave it up 
to run statewide. 

While many of us supported you, as 
my colleague from Virginia just spoke 
about, Mr. GRIFFITH, we fell short of 
that objective. We can only hope that 
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the person who was elected to that 
Senate seat in West Virginia will give 
them the conservative representation 
they deserve and that you would have 
given them if you had prevailed in that 
race. 

I thank you for the example you set, 
I thank you for your friendship to me, 
and thank you for how you represented 
West Virginia. You have been a pas-
sionate and unashamed conservative. It 
has been a privilege to serve alongside 
you. 

Mr. MOONEY. My good friend from 
California on the other side of the 
coast, a lot of similar issues, and I have 
gotten to know this Congressman for a 
long time since I have been here. There 
were many social gatherings and 
things. I am going to miss the relation-
ships with my friends, but I thank Con-
gressman DOUG LAMALFA for sticking 
around to say a few words. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman 
from California (Mr. LAMALFA). 

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, I am 
here with mixed feelings here. 

Of course, I want to be here to honor 
ALEX, but I am sorry we have to. 

I can echo a lot of the words our col-
leagues have said here too for your 
standing up and being forthright, and 
the reason you wanted to take a bold 
step to be able to represent the people 
in the entire State of West Virginia. 

You have done, as the map shows, 
one-half of the State already, which is 
pretty amazing. I come from California 
where I represent one-fifty-second, for 
those who are keeping score. 

I really value your friendship. You 
have been one of my best friends in my 
legislative years. I appreciate that a 
lot. 

Our good pal, Tony Strickland, from 
southern California is the one who put 
us together here. 

I have known Tony ever since I first 
ran in the State legislature many years 
ago. He said: You have to check out 
ALEX, he is great. 

He was absolutely right. You have 
been a strong voice as a patriot for our 
basic freedoms. You have always done 
it with a sense of humor and a good 
flair that people want to be around 
you. They want to be a part of what 
you are doing. 

Tony is proud of you down there in 
SoCal. I am proud of you as a friend. It 
is like what Tony is doing as a beacon 
of light and freedom in that place, here 
you fought for that in West Virginia, 
and I do have to kind of look at some 
the parallels we have with northern 
California. 

West Virginia decided back around 
the Civil War that they wanted to 
break away because they didn’t agree 
with a whole lot of what was going on 
in all of Virginia. We have a whole 
bunch of us in northern California who 
want to break away with the rest of 
the State because we don’t agree with 
a whole lot going on in the urban part 
of California either. We have a common 
bond there with that spirit. 

I enjoy your State. I enjoy the visits 
I have been able to make there. I want 

to be able to continue to do more with 
you as we go on, whether it is business 
or the fun stuff with some of the pro-
fessional cage fighting we have enjoyed 
together a few times there, too. 

Of course, getting to know your son a 
little bit, it has been fun along the 
way. You have a great legacy coming 
in behind you. 

With that, I don’t want to go on and 
on or maybe get this to be too emo-
tional or something, but I appreciate 
you, ALEX. You are a good man, and I 
know there is a lot more for you in the 
future here, for you to be able to con-
tinue to give, to help strengthen our 
country, to strengthen your State and 
our people. 

God bless you. You are a dear friend. 
I appreciate you. Best wishes and God’s 
blessings on your travels. 

b 1115 
Mr. MOONEY. Mr. Speaker, I thank 

the gentleman for his comments. 
Mr. Speaker, I didn’t plan the hour 

out. I just came to the floor to say 
good-bye and mention a few of my col-
leagues. If you want to stick around to 
say something, please do. I appreciate 
you three sticking around. There may 
be one yet to come. 

One thing I am going to miss is my 
colleagues. There are a lot of frustra-
tions in this job, but it is still an honor 
to do it. 

I would say to my colleagues that we 
have friends on both sides of the aisle. 
We all do. It is not as partisan a place 
as people think, and I would say a bi-
partisan comment: Most of us come 
down here wanting to help our country 
and make it a better place and to fight 
for what we believe in. 

People often ask: Why do you do this 
kind of thing? Why do you run for Con-
gress? What is your motivation? 

They don’t really understand that. I 
think sometimes they think it is all 
about power and other things, but it is 
really to serve your faith. 

I know, along with my colleagues 
here, we run to serve our faith. I am a 
practicing Roman Catholic. That is im-
portant to me. I also know that my 
faith demanded involvement in the 
public policy process, and that is why 
we run. 

I am glad that the gentleman who I 
endorsed early on, Riley Moore, who is 
taking my seat, shares the same val-
ues. The new Governor of West Vir-
ginia, Patrick Morrisey, is a good 
friend, and I think he is going to do 
great things for our State. The process 
goes on, and people come in. 

The values you are raised with are 
important. I am blessed to be the mid-
dle of three boys. 

I have an older brother, Vincent, who 
is a college professor. He has been a 
great role model for me growing up in 
many ways, including faith and family. 
He is a lot smarter than me. He got his 
Ph.D. and teaches electrical engineer-
ing. I didn’t have the gift of that, but 
he has been a great role model. 

I have a younger brother by 1 year 
named Pat, and we shared a room 

growing up as kids. He has always been 
helping me in every way he can. 

I don’t know how people do this with-
out family, to be honest with you. 

My baby sister—I say the middle of 
three boys, but we have the youngest, 
who is the fourth, my little sister, Mar-
garita, who is always praying for me 
and helping me in every way she can. 

I know there is so much love and sup-
port from my siblings. That matters a 
lot, and I thank them for standing with 
me as really the only politician in the 
family, other than my uncle, who was 
the mayor of Miami, and my cousin, 
who is the mayor of Miami. That is 
Miami. That is the Suarez part, my 
mother’s side. In my immediate fam-
ily, I am the one who all the family 
surrounded to help. 

My father was taken home a little 
early in 2001 at the age of 57. He had 
strokes and passed away, but my father 
was a feisty Irishman from New York, 
and he really believed in the political 
process. 

He was actually the political one in 
the family, believe it or not. He was al-
ways talking politics around the kitch-
en table. He was the oldest of seven 
children, and, as far as I know, the 
only Republican in the whole family, 
an Irish Catholic family from New 
York. 

He accepted the calling to go to Viet-
nam and serve in the Army. He was a 
captain. Thankfully, he came home 
alive because I was born 1 year later, in 
1971. My older brother, Vincent, was 
born while my father was in Vietnam. 

My dad literally fought the advance 
of Communism in Vietnam. He was 
proud of his service. He thought it was 
the right thing to do. 

My mother’s story is different but 
similar in a way. My mother, who is 83 
years old, still lives with me. When she 
was 20, her country was taken over by 
Communists. She was sitting in Cuba 
with a pretty nice life on a farm. She is 
the fourth of 14 children. 

One day, the Castro militia, the Com-
munist militia and their thugs, came 
kicking in the doors at my mother’s 
house and put my mother and my 
‘‘abuelito,’’ ‘‘grandfather,’’ in jail, and 
anyone over the age of 16 went to jail. 

My mother spent 7 weeks in a Com-
munist prison in Cuba because she 
wasn’t supporting the revolution of 
Castro and the Communist regime. She 
had a free place to come to, a place 
where you can live in freedom, which is 
what we all fight for here, at least 
some of us. 

Being raised by a mother who, at age 
20, lost her country—and still to this 
day, by the way, if you look at Cuba, it 
is still an oppressed Communist coun-
try. What the Communists take, they 
don’t give back. To this day, we are 
waiting for Cuba to become free. 

My mother saw what government can 
do, how evil government can be to you. 
My father fought these people in Viet-
nam. 

People say, why are you so into poli-
tics? I guess my mom and dad really 
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valued that, really instilled in me that 
it was an honorable thing to do, to 
serve your country. If good people 
don’t do it, guess what? The bad guys 
are going to do it. You really don’t 
have a choice. 

At least vote—I know some people 
don’t even vote, but at least vote. That 
is just the minimum level. 

I accepted the calling. 
I thank my mother for her support 

over the years, not in only raising me 
but standing with me and always sup-
porting me. She lives just a couple of 
miles away from me in West Virginia 
right now. She is 83 years old. 

I think most politicians—really, not 
most. I will tell you every politician 
wishes they had a mother like mine. 
She goes to every event she can go to. 
She is always promoting me. 

She even wrote a book called ‘‘Leav-
ing Cuba: One Family’s Journey to 
Freedom.’’ She enjoys giving speeches 
about that. Still to this day, she runs 
around and gives speeches about it. My 
mom lives for her four children. 

Thank you, Mom, for everything. 
Well, last but not least, I would be 

remiss if I didn’t at least thank one 
gentleman on my staff who has been 
with me for 8 years, my chief of staff, 
Michael Hough. He did leave earlier 
this year because I am leaving, but 
Mike has been with me through thick 
and thin, ups and downs, witch hunts, 
and successes. He was with me when I 
was a State senator. 

Thank you, Mike, for everything you 
have done. Mike is one of my best 
friends and will continue to be a best 
friend. 

He is not here to say anything about 
me yet, and I know he would be if he 
could, but my longest colleague, ANDY 
HARRIS, I am going to miss him. I am 
going to miss you all, but ANDY has 
been a good friend for a long time. He 
is sticking around. 

As I close this chapter in my life, 
first and foremost, the constituents 
who elected me five times, thank you. 
I have fought hard. I have kept my 
word. 

One of my mentors here, JIM JORDAN, 
just wrote a book. It was simply titled 
‘‘Do What You Said You Would Do.’’ 
That is the name of the book. You 
don’t even have to read the book. ‘‘Do 
what you said you would do,’’ it is 
right there if you would just do that. 

People will say, what are you going 
to do when you get to Congress? Look 
at what I said when I was running for 
Congress over here, and then don’t be 
surprised when I vote that way right 
here. That is what I am going to do. I 
am going to do what I said I would do, 
and I have done that. 

To my constituents, thank you for 
the 10 years. I have done what I said I 
would do to the very best of my ability 
every time. We don’t always agree. Not 
everybody agrees with their own fam-
ily. No one is going to agree with every 
vote, but I voted my conscience. I have 
done the best I could. I thank you for 
the opportunity to do that. 

To all of my staff, it has been the 
honor of a lifetime. 

While I am leaving the House of Rep-
resentatives, I am not leaving public 
service. I look forward to continuing to 
serve the people of West Virginia in 
whatever capacity in which I am called 
in the future. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

f 

FAREWELL TO CONGRESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 9, 2023, the gentlewoman from 
Missouri (Ms. BUSH) is recognized for 60 
minutes as the designee of the minor-
ity leader. 

Ms. BUSH. Mr. Speaker, I stand be-
fore you today to deliver my farewell 
address, but first, I would like to give 
some time to my colleagues to deliver 
some remarks. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman 
from New York (Mr. BOWMAN). 

Mr. BOWMAN. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
my sister CORI BUSH for yielding. 

Mr. Speaker, I want to start by send-
ing peace and love to this Chamber, 
peace and love to the American people, 
and, most importantly, peace and love 
to my family and to the incredible peo-
ple of New York–16. 

I have to send a special shout-out to 
my lovely wife, Melissa Oppenheimer 
Bowman. Thank you for supporting 
me, loving me, and putting up with me 
over the last 4 years. Thank you for 
taking care of our beautiful children 
back home, Jelani, Marcel, and Maya. 

It is hard for someone to be working 
class in this Chamber, and I know 
every time I came to Washington, you 
became a single mom, getting up very 
early in the morning, getting our kids 
ready for school, dropping them off at 
the bus stop, and then going to serve 
the people of the Bronx as a third grade 
teacher. 

You would teach all day, get off of 
work, pick our kids up from school, 
bring them home, start cooking dinner, 
help them with their homework, plan 
your lessons for the next day for your 
kids, and then put our kids to bed. 

Then, when I was here trying to do 
the job of the district and when I didn’t 
go straight home after work, you made 
sure I heard about it. When I didn’t call 
you when I got back home, you made 
sure I heard about that, too. 

I love you. Thank you, Melissa, for 
all you have done. 

I also thank my constituents, each of 
them, for trusting me to be their voice 
and allowing me to fight for them 
every single day in Congress. 

Though I will be leaving Congress 
formally, I plan to continue to fight for 
the people in New York–16, particularly 
in the areas of Port Chester, 
Greenburgh, Yonkers, Mount Vernon, 
New Rochelle, and, of course, the 
Bronx. 

If it weren’t for the people in these 
particular communities, especially the 
Bronx, where I served as an educator 

for 17 of the 20 years of my career, I 
would not have been prepared to come 
to Congress and serve the people. 

Of course, I need to thank my team, 
both in New York and here in D.C., who 
worked every single day to do every-
thing in their power to meet the needs 
of the people of New York–16. 

Our case closure was exemplary. We 
brought tens of millions of dollars back 
to the district, and we did everything 
in our power to deal with the issues of 
affordability, gun violence, education, 
and so many other issues. I thank my 
staff and my team so much, and I 
thank them for their service. 

In 2020, I became the first African 
American elected in the 16th District 
of New York in U.S. history. When I 
was running, I didn’t even know that 
stat, which is pretty interesting. 

As such, I stand on the shoulders of 
the giants who have come before me. 
My ancestors fought and died for me to 
have the opportunity to be here, and I 
am humbled by the immense honor and 
responsibility. 

My ancestors built this place and 
built the strongest economy in the 
world as enslaved Africans in this 
country, and though we didn’t pass any 
legislation related to reparations, we 
will continue to fight for reparations 
for Black people in this country. 

I cannot go further without giving 
honor to my late mother, Ms. Pauline 
Bowman. My mother raised me and my 
three sisters alone. She was a civil 
servant in the post office for 33 years. 
She worked 6 days, sometimes 7 days a 
week and all the overtime she could 
muster to make sure that I was the 
first person in our family to go to col-
lege. 

When I was very young, she told me— 
and I remember this story very clearly. 
We were coloring in a coloring book at 
the dining room table, and I could not 
color in between the lines. She could, 
and I thought it was like magic that 
she could. 

I started crying. I was pretty upset. 
My mother looked me in the eye and 
told me I can be whatever I wanted to 
be. 

It was that love and that confidence 
that she instilled in me that guided me 
and propelled me to win a historic elec-
tion. She got to see me run. She got to 
see me win. She got to see me on her 
favorite news programs, CNN and 
MSNBC. 

I would like to think that I made her 
proud before my sisters and I lost her 
to COVID on Valentine’s Day in 2021. 

Mom, Pauline Bowman, I love you. I 
thank you, and please continue to 
guide and watch over me. 

It is a challenging world we live in, 
and I want to be the best example for 
my children and the people who I will 
continue to serve outside of this Cham-
ber. 

Mom, I love you. I always will love 
you. This place is better because of you 
and because of what you raised me to 
be. 

Prior to being elected to Congress, I 
worked in education for 20 years as a 
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