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Mr. VARGAS changed his vote from 
‘‘nay’’ to ‘‘yea.’’ 

So the bill was passed. 
The result of the vote was announced 

as above recorded. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table. 
Stated for: 
Mrs. WAGNER. Mr. Speaker, I regret that I 

was not present for roll call votes today. Had 
I been present, I would have voted YEA on 
Roll Call No. 501. 

Stated against: 
Ms. WILD. Mr. Speaker, had I been present, 

I would have voted NAY on Roll Call No. 501. 
f 

ADJOURNMENT FROM THURSDAY, 
DECEMBER 12, 2024, TO MONDAY, 
DECEMBER 16, 2024 

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that when the 
House adjourns today, it adjourn to 
meet at noon on Monday next for 
morning-hour debate and 2 p.m. for leg-
islative business. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
GUEST). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from Cali-
fornia? 

There was no objection. 
f 

PERMISSION FOR MEMBER TO BE 
CONSIDERED AS FIRST SPONSOR 
OF H.R. 7840 

Mr. LIEU. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that I may hereafter be 
considered as the first sponsor of H.R. 
7840, a bill originally introduced by 
Representative Jackson Lee of Texas, 
for the purpose of adding cosponsors 
and requesting reprintings pursuant to 
clause 7 of rule XII. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California? 

There was no objection. 
f 

CELEBRATING MAJOR SUZANNE 
MULET 

(Mrs. BICE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Mrs. BICE of Oklahoma. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to celebrate my incredible 
Marine Corps Fellow, Major Suzanne 
Mulet, for her tremendous work this 
past year in my office. 

Suzanne has been instrumental in 
helping prepare for defense events and 
legislation, especially when it comes to 
the Defense Appropriations and 
MilCon/VA portfolios. Her tireless 
work, wealth of knowledge, experience, 
and expertise has been crucial in 
crafting legislation that directly bene-
fits our servicemembers in Oklahoma’s 
Fifth District. Her hard work in my of-
fice and service to our Nation is ap-
plaudable. 

I would be remiss if I didn’t mention 
Sue’s leadership during Marine Corps 
Day. She led a group of Hill staff 
through numerous exercises, and my 
office still talks about it to this day. 

I can’t thank her enough for her dedi-
cation, not only to her country but to 
her office, her family, and her horses. 
She will be truly missed. 

I thank Sue for everything she has 
done for America and for Team Bice. 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE 

A message from the Senate by Ms. 
Lasky, one of its clerks, announced 
that the Senate has passed without 
amendment bills of the House of the 
following titles: 

H.R. 5301. An act to amend title 31, United 
States Code, to require agencies to include a 
list of outdated or duplicate reporting re-
quirements in annual budget justifications, 
and for other purposes. 

H.R. 5646. An act to amend the Higher Edu-
cation Act of 1965 to require institutions of 
higher education to disclose hazing inci-
dents, and for other purposes. 

The message also announced that the 
Senate has passed bills of the following 
titles in which the concurrence of the 
House is requested: 

S. 1351. An act to study and prevent child 
abuse in youth residential programs, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 5060. An act to reauthorize the PRO-
TECT Our Children Act of 2008, and for other 
purposes. 

f 

CONGRATULATING COMMANDER 
KEVIN DORE ON SUCCESSFUL 
COMPLETION OF COMMAND 

(Ms. TOKUDA asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. TOKUDA. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate my friend, Com-
mander Kevin Dore, on the successful 
completion of his command of the USS 
Daniel Inouye. Under his leadership, the 
USS Daniel Inouye embarked on its 
maiden deployment, a 9-month tour 
that demonstrated the strength, skill, 
readiness, and resilience of our Navy. 

Initially deployed to the Pacific, the 
USS Daniel Inouye’s, mission was ex-
tended when tensions in the Middle 
East flared. Commander Dore and his 
crew rose to the occasion and headed to 
the Red Sea where they exemplified 

our Nation’s commitment to helping 
others in need when they provided 
timely rescue assistance to Iranian 
mariners in distress. 

I wish Kevin fair winds and following 
seas wherever life may take him. 
Please know that for all he has done 
for our State and our country, he will 
always be a ‘‘son of Hawaii,’’ 
‘‘kamaaina,’’ and Hawaii will always be 
his home. 

I say to Erin and the kids, John-Mi-
chael, Andrew, Lily, and Samuel, 
‘‘thank you,’’ ‘‘mahalo’’ for sharing 
your husband and father with us and 
for being the rock of support he has al-
ways needed to truly go for broke. 

f 

SUPPORTING PASSAGE OF THE 
WATER RESOURCES AND DEVEL-
OPMENT ACT 

(Mr. BURLISON asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. BURLISON. Mr. Speaker, earlier 
this week the House passed the Water 
Resources and Development Act which 
includes essential protection for prop-
erty owners on Table Rock Lake in my 
district. 

Table Rock Lake is more than just a 
body of water. It is beloved as a land-
mark in southwest Missouri and a 
crown jewel of the Ozarks. 

The provisions in this bill will ensure 
that property owners who have inad-
vertently encroached parts of their 
homes on corps land or rely on septic 
systems do not have to remove these 
essential structures. 

I extend my gratitude to Chairman 
GRAVES, a proud fellow Missourian and 
a steadfast advocate for this cause. I 
also wish to thank Subcommittee 
Chairman ROUZER for his unwavering 
support of these critical provisions. 

Together, we are standing up for the 
rights and the livelihoods of the resi-
dents of Table Rock Lake. This is a 
proud, proud moment for southwest 
Missouri, and I am so honored to be 
leading this effort. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE SERVICE OF 
GERALD WOMACK 

(Mrs. LEE CARTER asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Mrs. LEE CARTER. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise to honor Gerald Womack, a distin-
guished leader and native son of Hous-
ton, Texas. 

For over three decades, Mr. Womack 
has been at the forefront of community 
revitalization, serving as the president 
and CEO of Womack Development & In-
vestment Realtors. 

His work has brought economic op-
portunity and housing improvement to 
an area rich in cultural heritage in the 
heart of the 18th Congressional Dis-
trict. 

As of December 2022, his firm was 
ranked number three by the Houston 
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Association of Realtors for volume 
sales in area four. 

Over his career, Womack has closed 
in excess of $900 million in residential 
and commercial sales and leasing 
throughout his career. He leaves a 
great team of 25 professionals who are 
committed to excellence and have high 
ethical standards. 

As chairman of the Harris County 
Housing Authority Board, Mr. Womack 
has championed affordable housing ini-
tiatives to ensure that all Houstonians 
have access to a safe, dignified place to 
call home. 

Beyond his professional achieve-
ments, he is a prolific volunteer, and 
his commitment to service is un-
matched. 

This December, the Houston Area Re-
altors will award the prestigious John 
E. Wolf Community Service Award to 
him. I congratulate him, as he exempli-
fies the spirit of Houston, resilient, in-
novative, and community-centered. 

I am proud to recognize his enduring 
contributions to our city, and I want to 
let him know the best is yet to come. 

f 

CELEBRATING 2024 VETERAN OF 
THE YEAR U.S. ARMY COLONEL 
ORLANDO RODRIGUEZ 

(Ms. LEE of Florida asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Ms. LEE of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to celebrate retired U.S. 
Army Colonel Orlando Rodriguez as the 
2024 Veteran of the Year for Florida’s 
15th District. 

Colonel Rodriguez is a distinguished 
figure within our local and military 
communities with nearly three decades 
of faithful and dedicated service to his 
Nation. 

Born in Havana, Cuba, Colonel Rodri-
guez fled the island in 1959 but would 
soon return as part of the famed Bri-
gade 2506, a CIA-sponsored group of 
Cuban exiles who carried out the Bay 
of Pigs invasion. 

Colonel Rodriguez spent 2 years in a 
Cuban prison following the Bay of Pigs 
invasion. He was then released to the 
United States and commissioned into 
the U.S. Army in 1963, serving multiple 
combat tours in Vietnam and with the 
1st Cavalry and 82nd Airborne Divi-
sions. 

As a Green Beret, Colonel Rodriguez 
served as a key adviser to Presidents 
George H. W. Bush and Ronald Reagan 
on Latin and Central American oper-
ations, and later served at Tampa 
Bay’s very own MacDill Air Force Base 
as a senior military adviser at the U.S. 
Special Operations Command. 

His lifelong service and leadership 
have left a lasting mark on our Nation 
and community, and his dedication 
continues to inspire us all. 

It is an honor to recognize Colonel 
Rodriguez as Florida’s 15th District 
Veteran of the Year. I thank him for 
his service and I congratulate him. 

HONORING MAYOR CRAIG A. 
STOUGH ON HIS RETIREMENT 

(Ms. KAPTUR asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor a man whose steadfast 
leadership has left an indelible mark 
on northwest Ohio, a family man, an 
architect, Mayor Craig A. Stough, of 
the thriving city of Sylvania, Ohio. He 
has used his exceptional talents to 
form and shape a lovely community for 
most of his adult life. 

After nearly three decades of service 
as mayor, with over 40 years of dedi-
cated public service overall, Mayor 
Stough is retiring, and there will be a 
wonderful party tonight in his honor. 

He leaves behind a legacy of vision, 
collaboration, and unwavering commit-
ment to his community. Mayor 
Stough’s tenure has been a shining ex-
ample of honest, good governance. His 
steady, concerted efforts to secure a re-
gional water commission to improve 
water security for our region is a testa-
ment of his ability to build consensus 
and tackle vital pressing challenges 
head-on. 

Beyond his achievements and acco-
lades, Mayor Stough’s career is defined 
by his deep connections to the people 
of Sylvania. He is Sylvania. His dedica-
tion to fostering a thriving commu-
nity, supporting local projects, and 
mentoring future leaders exemplifies 
what it means to serve with heart and 
purpose. 

As mayor Stough embarks on his 
well-earned retirement to explore new 
horizons, we extend our heartfelt grati-
tude for his decades of service. 

I congratulate Mayor Stough on a re-
markable career. May his living legacy 
inspire us all to lead with integrity and 
a spirit of unending service. 

f 

HONORING THE MEMORY OF 
ITASCA COUNTY COMMISSIONER 
MICHAEL ‘‘BURL’’ IVES 

(Mr. STAUBER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. STAUBER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the memory of Itsca 
County Commissioner Michael ‘‘Burl’’ 
Ives who recently passed away after 
years of dedicated service to his com-
munity. 

Burl was born to Mike and Mary Ives, 
both influential figures, who built mul-
tiple successful businesses in the Grand 
Rapids, Minnesota, area including the 
Timberlake Lodge. 

In the early 1990s, Burl started a 
business of his own before joining his 
family in their many hospitality busi-
nesses. Eventually, Burl became a be-
loved Itsca County commissioner, 
using his compassion and experience to 
advocate for the betterment of the 
community that he loved. 

Burl was running for his third term 
as county commissioner when he 

passed away at the age of only 57. As a 
true testament to the incredible job he 
did in this role, Burl was still elected 
to the county commissioner seat, de-
spite his death being well-publicized by 
our local media. 

Mr. Speaker, my prayers are with the 
Ives family as they mourn this huge 
loss, and my heart especially goes out 
to Burl’s wife, Kristine, and their two 
children, Samantha and Thomas. 

May his legacy of hard work and 
service live on through all those who 
knew and loved him. 

f 

b 1045 

HONORING KRISTEN MEYER 

(Ms. HOULAHAN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Ms. HOULAHAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
to address the hard work and invalu-
able contributions of Kristen Meyer to 
my office. Kristen has honorably 
served as an Air Force Congressional 
fellow on my legislative team for the 
past year. 

While Kristen’s time in my office is 
coming to an end, her contributions to 
my community and to our Nation will 
be durable and lasting. Notably, in just 
one year’s time, she has helped us to 
reinvigorate the bipartisan Service-
women and Women Veterans Caucus 
like never before. She has championed 
dozens of legislative proposals through 
the fiscal year 2025 NDAA, which 
passed last evening, and she spear-
headed numerous Intelligence Author-
ization Act provisions that will make 
our country and our world safer. She 
has improved office processes, strate-
gies, community outreach, and much 
more, and most importantly, she has 
made us laugh even when we felt like 
crying. 

The HoulaTeam is incredibly grateful 
to the generosity, ferocity, kindness, 
and humor that Kristen has brought to 
our office every single day. 

I thank Kristen for her service and 
for her vital contributions to the intel-
ligence community. We wish her the 
best of luck on her next steps, and we 
will miss her. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF PEADAR 
FITZPATRICK 

(Mr. FITZPATRICK asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to honor the remarkable life 
of Peadar Fitzpatrick, a beloved mem-
ber of the Fitzpatrick clan, whom we 
sadly lost earlier this year. 

Born in County Leitrim, Ireland, in 
July of 1937, Peadar lived a life that 
was nothing short of extraordinary. 

At the age of 20, Peadar left the 
green hills of Ireland for the United 
States. He wasted no time in answering 
the call to serve his new country, 
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