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Iran is not America’s friend. We all 
know that, yet President Biden ignores 
Iran’s bad intentions and Iran’s posses-
sion of resources that pose a great 
threat to our allies, including Israel. 

While President Trump applied a 
maximum-pressure strategy that con-
strained Tehran financially, President 
Biden was at the helm as Iranian- 
backed militias attacked our troops 
more than 170 times without con-
sequence. President Biden’s so-called 
strategy only emboldened Hamas and 
other Iran-backed proxies to attack 
our ally Israel, launching the deadliest 
day for the Jewish people since the 
Holocaust. 

Other adversaries are closely watch-
ing. China continues planning its inva-
sion of Taiwan and increases its influ-
ence in America’s absence. Just this 
week, several of my colleagues joined 
me in expressing concerns to President 
Biden about Communist China’s grow-
ing influence at the United Nations 
Food and Agriculture Organization. A 
recent proposal from the current FAO 
director-general and former Chinese 
Vice Minister would extend the direc-
tor-general’s tenure from 8 years to a 
decade, increase his already $300,000 
salary, and give Communist China 
more control of the U.S.-led World 
Food Program. 

America cannot afford to sit by idly, 
even during our time of political tran-
sition, while China positions itself to 
expand its influence. 

I have been blessed to grow up in a 
world where the United States has led 
the free world. I want my children, 
their children, and future generations 
to grow up in a similar world, but I un-
derstand that leadership didn’t come 
from being passive or trying to tap 
dance around communism. 

President Dwight D. Eisenhower, one 
of Kansas’ favorite sons, military hero, 
and our 34th United States President, 
dedicated his entire career to pro-
moting freedom and waging peace. He 
helped shape the global U.S. leadership 
many of us know today. In his inau-
gural address, he said: ‘‘History does 
not long entrust the care of freedom to 
the weak or the timid.’’ 

Unfortunately, the Biden administra-
tion has chosen timidness and tiptoed 
approaches to foreign policy to placate 
far-left activists. Luckily, Mr. Speak-
er, this will soon be over. I would say 
to America that we got it right. Presi-
dent Trump is committed to securing 
American peace through strength and 
making it clear to our enemies that we 
will not tolerate any nonsense. 

It is a new day in America, and the 
days of American weakness are gone. I 
look forward to working with Presi-
dent Trump and the incoming House 
and Senate Republican majorities to 
restore America’s leadership and make 
the country safe again. Our brightest 
days are yet to come. 

NYC SUBWAY CHOKING DEATH IS 
NOTHING TO CELEBRATE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Illinois (Mr. JACKSON) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. JACKSON of Illinois. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise because one of my colleagues 
on the other side of the aisle has intro-
duced legislation to award the Congres-
sional Gold Medal for heroism to Mr. 
Daniel Penny for choking a man to 
death on the New York City subway. 

Just the other day, a New York City 
jury found Daniel Penny not guilty of 
the choke-hold death of Jordan Neely. 

To think that Members of this body 
would consider the circumstances of 
this case to be anything other than a 
complete tragedy for everyone is cruel. 

When a young man is suffering from 
a mental health breakdown and loses 
his life at the hands of a 24-year-old 
veteran, who is probably also suffering 
from a particular set of challenges, 
there is absolutely nothing to celebrate 
here. 
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I say this, Mr. Speaker, because even 
the prosecutor said that Mr. Penny 
went too far. Mr. Neely was not just a 
Michael Jackson impersonator who 
was crying out, both hungry and 
thirsty. Mr. Neely was not a distressed 
person on a train or some kind of pub-
lic nuance, as was described. He was 
someone’s son, he was somebody’s 
friend, and he was no less a part of the 
fabric of this American mosaic as any 
one of us who rightfully stands here 
today. 

Yes, no one could deny that Jordan 
Neely had challenges, but who among 
us does not have people in our districts 
who are suffering from all kinds of 
struggles and setbacks. Each and every 
one of us represent people who are 
wrestling with the vicissitudes of life 
each and every day. 

Yes, like millions of Americans, Jor-
dan Neely was homeless. He struggled 
from mental illness after his mother 
was murdered in 2007. In spite of all of 
his challenges, Mr. Neely was a human 
being. He was as much a person worthy 
of respect as anybody and no less de-
serving of compassion and de-esca-
lation as any of us in this Chamber. 

When he got on the train that day, he 
had no weapon, he had not touched 
anyone, and more importantly, he was 
asking for help. Instead of encoun-
tering kindness, he was choked to 
death. 

Rather than being seen as a brother 
and a sister, we have become so heart-
less that we see each other as combat-
ants in a war that none of us can win 
as long as we are committed to fight-
ing each other. 

I wonder today: Have we become so 
desensitized to cruelty that we would 
dare to celebrate savagery in this 
Chamber without regard for the tragic 
loss of life? 

When a jury cannot determine that a 
man should not be executed for having 
a mental outburst, one wonders is this 

the future of justice in America for 
people who are not well, for people who 
are not rich, for people not living in a 
home with locked doors and carpeted 
hallways? 

There are over 110 billionaires who 
live in New York City, but Jordan was 
not one of those persons. The greatest 
amalgamation of wealth in the history 
of the world congregates in the city of 
New York, but Jordan Neely was not a 
part of it. Yet, he was as American as 
any of the captains of industry who 
work on Wall Street, who fly off to the 
Hamptons in order to enjoy their week-
end pursuits. 

All over the city of Chicago, people 
are wondering: If the racial roles were 
reversed, would Mr. Penny have been 
allowed to walk away without any ac-
countability? 

I find the jury decision to be appall-
ing on many levels and not the least of 
which because all life is sacred. As long 
as one of us is disposable, then all of us 
are in the candidacy to fall victim to 
the reaffirming silence that allows evil 
to flourish. 

The denunciation of cruelty should 
not be a partisan issue. We should not 
be so eager to run to our partisan cor-
ners when it comes to mental illness 
and the tragic loss of life. 

I say to my colleagues and to the 
American people: There should be no 
medals for this act. There should be no 
knee-jerk partisan celebration that de-
grades the life of a man suffering from 
mental illness by making a mockery of 
his death. 

I hope in the days to come, all of us 
will do what we can to inspire our con-
stituents to find a more excellent way. 

I pray that in the weeks to come, we 
will resist the temptation to give in to 
the darker impulses that live in the 
shadows of our great democratic exper-
iment. We will, in the best of our abil-
ity, work to ensure life, liberty, and 
the pursuit of happiness for all who 
make this country their home. 

f 

RECESS 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until noon 
today. 

Accordingly (at 11 o’clock and 33 
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 

f 

PROCEEDINGS OF FORMER 
MEMBERS PROGRAM 

The following proceedings were held 
before the House convened for morn-
ing-hour debate: 
UNITED STATES ASSOCIATION OF FORMER MEM-

BERS OF CONGRESS 2024 ANNUAL REPORT TO 
CONGRESS 
The meeting was called to order by 

the Honorable Donna F. Edwards, Vice 
President of Former Members of Con-
gress Association, at 8:11 a.m. 

PRAYER 
The Chaplain, the Reverend Margaret 

Grun Kibben, offered the following 
prayer: 
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Lord, You have been our dwelling 

place throughout all generations. Be-
fore the mountains were born or You 
brought forth the whole world, from 
everlasting to everlasting, You are 
God. 

And so we pause in this place to ac-
knowledge Your hand in the governing 
of our Nation. We give thanks to You 
that from generation to generation, 
and Congress to Congress, You have 
called men and women to serve in this 
House, upholding the values of freedom 
and liberty on which our country was 
founded. We honor their continued de-
fense of the rights and welfare of the 
people and communities who make up 
these United States. 

Call us this day and every day, in of-
fice or out, to acknowledge the higher 
calling to which You call each of us, 
wherever You call each of us. 

May we ever live as agents of Your 
love, instruments of Your peace, and 
advocates of the hope You set before 
us. In Your most holy name we pray. 

Amen. 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The Honorable Donna Edwards led 
the Pledge of Allegiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

Ms. EDWARDS. At this time the 
Chair recognizes Former Members of 
Congress President, the Honorable Bar-
bara Comstock, for remarks. 

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Thank you, Donna. 
It is always a great honor and distinct 
pleasure to return to this wonderful 
Chamber, especially when being able to 
do so with so many friends and former 
colleagues. 

Let me begin by thanking Speaker 
Johnson for inviting our association 
into the House Chamber for our annual 
report. 

Like most of us, I consider my serv-
ice in Congress one of the most impor-
tant and impactful chapters of my pro-
fessional life. The memories of this 
Chamber are among the highlights of 
my work. 

I cherish the relationships I was able 
to forge with fellow Members, and I am 
proud of the legislation I was part of, 
both as a Member and as a staffer be-
fore I ran for Congress. 

What makes FMC, the Former Mem-
bers of Congress Association, so special 
is that it empowers those of us who had 
this experience to continue giving 
back. We do so by involving both Sen-
ators and Representatives. More impor-
tantly, we do so in a completely bipar-
tisan manner. 

FMC is 100 percent bipartisan, was 
founded in 1970, received its congres-
sional charter in 1983, and functions as 
a standalone 501(c)(3) nonprofit chari-
table organization. 

Though chartered by Congress, no 
taxpayer dollars are earmarked for our 
work. Everything we do is funded 
through foundation grants and con-
tributions, and all of our former Mem-
bers donate their time pro bono. We 

don’t pay any fee or honorarium for 
the many programs we are about to de-
scribe. 

Today my colleagues and I will focus 
on the two types of programs that help 
us accomplish FMC’s mission of 
strengthening democracy, our inter-
national projects, most notably the 
Congressional Study Groups, and our 
domestic work like Congress to Cam-
pus. 

As you hear more about the work 
former Members are engaged in, you 
will see that everything we do fits 
neatly into the mission of strength-
ening representative democracy. An 
important part of accomplishing that 
mission is to support current Members 
and Congress as an institution. No 
work better illustrates that aspect of 
FMC than our partnership with the 
House Administration Subcommittee 
on Modernization. 

We were privileged to work with 
DEREK KILMER of Washington and WIL-
LIAM TIMMONS of South Carolina when 
this was a select committee, and we 
are equally proud of our partnership 
with Chairwoman BICE as she leads this 
newly created House Administration 
subcommittee. 

Ms. EDWARDS. At this time the 
chair recognizes the Honorable Speaker 
MIKE JOHNSON. Thank you, Mr. Speak-
er, for being here. 

The SPEAKER. You know what, I am 
going to stand right in the middle. How 
about that. 

I am so grateful to all of you. 
Barbara, good to see you. 
Donna, thank you, and Cheri, and ev-

erybody who does so much good work 
for this organization. 

This has been a wild week for us. 
They are all wild weeks now. We keep 
making history. I keep saying to 
Stephanie that we don’t want to make 
history. We just want a normal Con-
gress. Nobody knows what that looks 
like anymore. 

It has been an interesting week. Mon-
day night, I was in here. I was doing a 
late-night tour. I don’t get to do those 
anymore. 

My son was here, Barbara. He is a 
freshman at the U.S. Naval Academy. 
He brought 40 midshipmen, his class-
mates. They came in full uniform. It is 
such a proud thing to see them here. 
Half the group had never been to the 
Capitol before. They are just in Annap-
olis, but they come from all over the 
country. 

They came in here, and they were 
seated right here. I let them walk in, 
as we do, for late-night tours. You have 
all done it. Everybody just takes their 
seat. I said, you guys are all on the 
Democrat side. It was fun. 

I shared with them some of the neat 
features of our Chamber here. What 
was really moving to me was the awe 
that was on their faces. Now these are 
young people who have signed up to 
serve our country, and they really be-
lieve in this grand experiment in self- 
governance like we all do. To see the 
wonder, almost childlike wonder on the 

faces of these midshipmen, was so mov-
ing to me because sometimes we get 
sort of numb to it because of all the 
craziness every day. It is the relation-
ships here that help us through all 
these crazy times. I loved seeing that 
on their faces. 

I kept them for like 11⁄2 hours. We 
took them in and I showed them every-
thing I could, every little secret spot 
and the Lincoln burial tunnel and all 
that stuff. 

Then yesterday was another stirring 
event. It really moved me. It is hard to 
get moved these days because there is 
so much crazy stuff going on, but we 
gave out the John W. McCormack 
Award, which is named after Speaker 
McCormack who, I think, served 9 
years as Speaker, but served a total of 
43 years in the House all the way 
through his career. This award is given 
to a staff member, the highest award 
we give to the House staff, for dedica-
tion, service, and bipartisanship. 

We gave the award to two very wor-
thy recipients yesterday. One of them 
has been serving the House for 44 years. 
In fact, I brought the names of both of 
these guys because you will know 
them. 

You all probably know Ted Daniel. 
He finally got the award. He served a 
year longer than John W. McCormack 
for whom this award is named, which is 
pretty awesome. 

Then Dan Turton, who tragically 
passed away last year. His wife and his 
five children were there, his widow. It 
was very moving. The remarks that 
both of those people gave about this in-
stitution, about the people they served 
under and with, about Members who 
had come and gone on to other things 
in their careers and some who had 
passed away, it was so moving to just 
see that living history, somebody who 
has been witness to it—who has served 
under almost all of you—and to see the 
reverence that he has for this place and 
how important it is. 

So what you do as the Former Mem-
bers of Congress Association is carry 
on this grand institution. It is such as 
awesome thing. We are the stewards of 
this grand experiment in self-govern-
ance now. Current Members, former 
Members, we have held that and car-
ried it along. For the younger folks 
here, you are not former Members, 
though I am glad you are here. 

I always remind younger people and 
remind myself that there is no guar-
antee that this grand experiment in 
self-governance is going to last. This 
still is an experiment. We are almost 
250 years into it. It falls to us, all of us, 
current Members and former Members, 
to help carry that banner and people 
who will take it after us. It is an awe-
some thing to consider. 

I love me some STEPHANIE BICE. Can 
I say that? She is so worthy of this 
award. She truly is because she exem-
plifies public service, a servant’s heart. 
She is an influencer because she has 
such integrity, and there are not 
enough things that I could appoint her 
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to or ask her to do. The problem is she 
will say yes to all of it, and I don’t 
want to wear her out. 

There is no more worthy recipient. 
So thank you all for your service to 

the country and what you do and for 
carrying on this grand tradition. It 
means so much to all of us. 

Sorry to interrupt. I would never in-
terrupt. 

Ms. EDWARDS. It is a great honor, 
your being here. 

The SPEAKER. No, I am happy to do 
it. We have some new Members. Now 
you are joining the real esteemed 
group. 

I am grateful to all of you. Thank 
you so much. Sorry to interrupt. 

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 

I know it is like being a grandparent, 
BRANDON. It is all the fun without the 
responsibility. 

This weekend, I was privileged to be 
able to bring some college friends who 
were political science graduates like 
myself. They always have that awe of 
being here. 

So thank you all, and thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 

So much has been accomplished by 
FMC thanks to the commitment of 
these Members, like Congressman KIL-
MER and BILL TIMMONS, who take a 
close, hard look at how Congress oper-
ates as an institution and what reforms 
can be made to empower Members and 
congressional staff. 

I am pleased to announce that DEREK 
KILMER, once he becomes a former 
Member in a couple of weeks, will join 
the FMC board and will continue to be 
a partner to Chairwoman BICE in that 
capacity. 

I am also pleased to welcome Chair-
woman BICE to the House Chamber this 
morning so that we can properly recog-
nize her exceptional leadership in this 
space. I would ask Chairwoman BICE to 
join me at the dais. 

FMC is incredibly pleased to present 
our 2024 Distinguished Service Award 
to the chair of the House Administra-
tion Subcommittee on Modernization, 
STEPHANIE BICE of Oklahoma. 

Thanks to your leadership, there 
have been remarkable strides in fos-
tering collaboration across party lines, 
proving that Congress can work to-
gether for the common good. 

Under your leadership, the sub-
committee has made critical rec-
ommendations that will have a lasting 
impact on the functionality and effec-
tiveness of Congress. From ensuring 
access to legislative data, to improving 
accessibility to the Nation’s Capital, 
and promoting the use of modern tech-
nology to streamline operations, your 
work has been tireless and exemplary. 

Your former colleagues are, there-
fore, extremely pleased to recognize 
you with our annual award. 

In addition, we believe you will find 
this book, ‘‘The First Congress: How 
James Madison, George Washington, 
and a Group of Extraordinary Men In-
vented the Government’’ by historian 

Fergus Bordewich, extremely inter-
esting. The author was kind enough to 
include a personal inscription for you. 

Now we would welcome your re-
marks. 

Mrs. BICE. Thank you very much. 
First of all, thank you, Barbara, and 

to the former Members for honoring 
me. It is truly an incredible honor for 
me to receive this. 

I think it would be wise for me to 
share with all of you how I got here be-
cause it is sort of a fun story. 

When I came to Congress, it was 2021. 
COVID was rampant. Being a freshman 
and going through orientation was 
challenging for a lot of reasons. I had 
served in the State legislature prior, 
and I had done a sort of mentor pro-
gram. As I did orientation here in 
Washington, there were some things 
that I thought should be different. 

The Speaker talked about coming on 
the House floor with the midshipmen 
last night. When I was a Member-elect, 
I walked onto this floor after about 3 
days of orientation, and I thought to 
myself: Why did it take so long? 

When you have that first moment on 
this House floor, there is no greater 
moment. You have worked so hard to 
get here. You never forget it. 

I wanted that opportunity to be the 
first thing that happened on orienta-
tion. When you got to D.C., it should be 
at night. It should be quiet. You should 
get to come and sit in these chairs, 
where only a few thousand people be-
fore us have sat, and take this moment 
in. 

I decided to take it upon myself to 
make a suggestion to the Speaker, the 
leader at the time, on what should be 
different, should we be in the majority 
and be able to sort of decide how ori-
entation goes. 

Fast-forward a year, I landed in D.C. 
from the Marshall Scholars trip. I got 
a call from the Speaker at the time, 
Kevin McCarthy, who said: I have some 
great news for you. I am going to put 
you on the House Administration Com-
mittee, and you are going to be the 
chairwoman of the House Administra-
tion Subcommittee on Modernization. 

I didn’t call him ‘‘Mr. Speaker’’ for a 
reason that you will understand in a 
second. I said: Kevin, you have waived 
me onto the House Committee on 
Science, Space, and Technology. I am 
now the designee to Budget from Ap-
propriations. I am an appropriator, and 
now you have put me on House Admin-
istration. 

His response was: It is going to be 
great. 

Mr. UPTON. It is better than the 
House Committee on Ethics. 

Mrs. BICE. It is true, Mr. Upton. It is 
better than the House Committee on 
Ethics. 

For those Members that have been 
around for a while, I tell you that to 
say that I was in for a challenge. As 
the Members know, being on four com-
mittees is not an easy task. 

The coolest part of that experience, 
though, is I had just landed and had 

just spent 4 days with DEREK KILMER, 
who I did not know until that trip. I 
think it was serendipitous that I was 
given this opportunity. 

It has been a great pleasure. It has 
taken a lot of work because I was not 
on the select committee to be able to 
understand what had been done the 4 
years prior. 

I feel honored and privileged to be in 
this role. I hope that I am making the 
former Members proud, and I hope that 
I am making this institution better for 
the long term. 

I could not do this job, this role, 
without staff. I see Derek Harley sit-
ting over here, who, sadly, is leaving 
me soon. I couldn’t do it without an in-
credible staff on the Committee on 
House Administration team, so thank 
you to Derek and Marian and all of 
those who have been a part of this. 

My personal office staff, Robert Sar, 
Wesley Harkins, my deputy chief, Jett 
Thompson, these individuals have all 
been a tremendous part of making sure 
that I am successful in this role. I 
couldn’t do this without them. 

I want to say thank you. Thank you 
for this great opportunity and for this 
honor to be recognized today. 

Ms. EDWARDS. The Chair thanks 
and congratulates Chairwoman BICE. 

The Chair now invites two former 
Members, Dennis Ross of Florida and 
Cheri Bustos of Illinois, to offer re-
marks. 

Mr. ROSS. I thank the Chair, and it 
is good to see the Chair in the chair. It 
is a pleasure, my friend. 

I also want to congratulate Rep-
resentative BICE on her exceptional 
leadership to the House Administration 
Subcommittee on Modernization. 

It is my pleasure to report on FMC’s 
Congressional Study Groups on Ger-
many, Japan, Europe, and Korea. In 
keeping with our mission to support 
the Congress, FMC has established 
itself as a premier convener of bipar-
tisan, non-advocacy, and candid discus-
sion on timely issues at home and 
abroad. 

By connecting Congress at the Mem-
ber and staff levels with their inter-
national counterparts, the diplomatic 
community, academia, and the busi-
ness community, we foster the mutual 
understanding, personal relationships, 
and continued presence that is essen-
tial for the productive functioning of 
this body for the American people. 

All this important activity is accom-
plished through international Member 
and staff delegations overseas and 
roundtable programs here in Wash-
ington as well as in regional settings. 

Together, the study groups are proud 
to count almost 200 current Represent-
atives and Senators as members. Each 
study group is led by a bipartisan, bi-
cameral group of four co-chairs. These 
dedicated co-chairs embody the study 
groups’ commitment to meaningful and 
dynamic engagement and take the mis-
sion to heart by donating their valu-
able time and energy to support FMC’s 
programming. 
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Beyond their contributions at official 

study group events, they actively col-
laborate with embassies and external 
organizations, participate in panels, at-
tend roundtables, and meet with nu-
merous visiting delegations to advance 
the objectives of their respective study 
groups and strengthen the inter-
national relationships they foster. 

This year, we welcome my friend, 
Representative ANDY BARR of Ken-
tucky, who has become co-chair of the 
Congressional Study Group on Japan, 
and look forward to continuing to work 
with his predecessor, LARRY BUCSHON 
of Indiana, who will remain active in 
FMC as part of our board of directors 
following his retirement from elected 
office. 

The work of the study groups would 
not be possible without the generous 
support of committed individuals, or-
ganizations, and Business Advisory 
Council members. In particular, I 
would like to recognize Dr. Satohiro 
Akimoto of Sasakawa Peace Founda-
tion USA, Thomas Byrne of The Korea 
Society, Sung Won Bae of the Korea 
Foundation USA, as well as the Ger-
man Marshall Fund of the United 
States and the Japan-U.S. Friendship 
Commission. 

I include in the RECORD a list of the 
FMC’s Business Advisory Council mem-
bers. 

FMC’S BUSINESS ADVISORY COUNCIL 
Aflac, All Nippon Airways Co., Ltd., 

Allianz, American Honda Motor Co., Inc., B. 
Braun Medical, Inc., BASF, Bayer, Beam 
Suntory, Central Japan Railway Co., CJ 
America, Mercedes Benz, Deutsche Telekom 
Inc., DHL, Hanwha Qcells America, Inc., 
Hitachi, Ltd., Hyundai Motor Group, 
ITOCHU International, Inc., JTI USA Inc., 
KITA, LG. 

Lockheed Martin International, Sojitz Cor-
poration of America, Tellurian, Toyota 
Motor North America, Inc., UPS, Volks-
wagen Group of America, Inc., Lufthansa 
German Airlines, Marubeni America Cor-
poration, Mitsubishi Corporation (Americas), 
Mitsubishi Heavy Industries America, Inc., 
Mizuho Bank, Ltd., NEC Corporation of 
America, Nissan North America, Nomura, 
North American Subaru, Inc., Panasonic 
Corporation of North America, POSCO 
America Corporation, Representative of Ger-
man Industry and Trade, Samsung Elec-
tronics America, Inc., Siemens Corporation. 

FMC’S ADVISORY BOARD MEMBERS 
Anna Schneider of Volkswagen; Jeff Wer-

ner of Panasonic; Nancy Ziuzin-Schlegel of 
LMCO; Brad Knox of Aflac; Danny O’Brien of 
Hanwha QCells America. 

FMC’S DIPLOMATIC ADVISORY COUNCIL 
H.E. Kevin Rudd, Ambassador of Australia 

to the U.S.; H.E. Jean-Arthur Régibeau, Am-
bassador of Belgium to the U.S.; H.E. Kirsten 
Hillman, Ambassador of Canada to the U.S.; 
H.E. Juan Gabriel Valdés, Ambassador of 
Chile to the U.S.; H.E. Catalina Crespo San-
cho, Ambassador of Costa Rica to the U.S.; 
H.E. Miloslav Stasek, Ambassador of the 
Czech Republic to the U.S.; H.E. Jesper 
M<ller S<rensen, Ambassador of Denmark to 
the U.S.; H.E. Jovita Neliups̆ien�, Ambas-
sador of the European Union to the U.S.; 
H.E. Leena-Kaisa Mikkola, Ambassador of 
Finland to the U.S.; H.E. Laurent Bili, Am-
bassador of France to the U.S.; H.E. Andreas 
Michaelis, Ambassador of Germany to the 
U.S.; H.E. Geraldine Byrne Nason, Ambas-

sador of Ireland to the U.S.; H.E. Mariangela 
Zappia, Ambassador of Italy to the U.S.; H.E. 
Shigeo Yamada, Ambassador of Japan to the 
U.S.; H.E. Hyundong Cho, Ambassador of the 
Republic of Korea to the U.S. 

H.E. Georg Sparber, Ambassador of the 
Principality of Liechtenstein to the U.S.; 
H.E. Nicole Bintner-Bakshian, Ambassador 
of Luxembourg to the U.S.; H.E. Maguy 
Maccario Doyle, Ambassador of Monaco to 
the U.S.; H.E. Birgitta Tazelaar, Ambassador 
of the Netherlands to the U.S.; H.E. Rose-
mary Banks, Ambassador of New Zealand to 
the U.S.; H.E. Anniken Huitfeldt, Ambas-
sador of Norway to the U.S.; H.E. Jose 
Manuel Romualdez, Ambassador of the Phil-
ippines to the U.S.; H.E. Francisco Duarte 
Lopes, Ambassador of Portugal to the U.S.; 
H.E. Sheikh Meshal Bin Hamad Al-Thani, 
Ambassador of Qatar to the U.S.; H.E. Dan- 
Andrei Muraru, Ambassador of Romania to 
the U.S.; H.E. Lui Tuck Yew, Ambassador of 
Singapore to the U.S.; H.E. Ángeles Moreno 
Bau, Ambassador of Spain to the U.S.; H.E. 
Urban Ahlin, Ambassador of Sweden to the 
U.S.; Karen Pierce, Ambassador of the 
United Kingdom to the U.S. 

Ms. ROSS. It is my pleasure to show-
case just a few statistics about our pro-
gram this year that highlight the di-
versity of the Congressional Study 
Groups’ programming. 

In the past year, the study groups 
have led five study tours for Members 
of Congress and their senior staff. They 
have engaged over 500 unique attendees 
across all study group events. They 
have held over 30 study group events on 
issues ranging from global security to 
trade relations. They have elevated 
this programming with new under-
takings, including a series of 
roundtables with Members of the Se-
lect Committee on the Chinese Com-
munist Party and a retreat for the 
chiefs of staff and leading experts on 
the Indo-Pacific in Charlottesville, Vir-
ginia, at the University of Virginia. 

FMC study tours have provided the 
opportunity for Members and staff to 
hear directly from our friends in Ber-
lin, Tokyo, and Seoul about the chal-
lenges faced by everyday citizens and 
our closest allied nations. These visits 
go beyond brief exchanges with policy 
experts, with each study tour thought-
fully designed to incorporate disparate 
voices and travel outside the capital 
city of each respective designation. 

In addition to Berlin, Tokyo, and 
Seoul, 2024 saw visits to Busan, Oki-
nawa, Kobe, Mainz, and Dusseldorf. By 
reaching beyond political and financial 
hubs, the tours engage in a diverse 
range of voices and underscore the 
breadth of our bilateral relationships. 

Delegations have met with student 
groups, media representatives, and cul-
tural and historical experts, which 
offer a comprehensive and representa-
tive perspective on the connections be-
tween these Nations and the United 
States. 

In the spirit of furthering this dia-
logue among our friends and allies, 
FMC is proud to count 29 United States 
Ambassadors stationed in Washington 
as members of our Diplomatic Advisory 
Council. Each Ambassador is an active 
and engaged participant in our pro-
gramming. The Ambassadors from Bel-

gium, Singapore, the Philippines, Swe-
den, the European Union, the Republic 
of Korea, and Japan have hosted over 
30 individual Members of Congress for 
our series of programs this year. 

Our work would not be possible with-
out the support of our many, many 
partners. For example, FMC’s Business 
Advisory Council list is impressive and 
long. I will not take the time to go 
through it, but I will take the liberty 
of submitting their names for the 
record. 

I now invite the gentlewoman from 
Illinois, CHERI BUSTOS, for her re-
marks. 

Ms. BUSTOS. Thank you, DENNIS. I 
appreciate it. 

While the international projects that 
DENNIS described are mostly legislative 
exchanges that involve current Mem-
bers and current congressional staff, I 
am pleased to report that FMC’s work 
engaging former Members on a bipar-
tisan basis is just as active and 
impactful. 

FMC has been part of my post-con-
gressional chapter for 2 years now, and 
the organization has given me the op-
portunity to come together with stu-
dents across the country as part of 
Congress to Campus. I have also met 
with elected officials overseas—for ex-
ample, in South Korea, Germany, and 
the U.K. just last month. 

For almost a decade, FMC has sent 
former Member delegations, or ExDels, 
to Korea several times a year. When I 
went last year, not only was I able to 
understand much more about the 
South Korea-U.S. relationship based on 
the common experience of the Korean 
war but also gained tremendous insight 
into the strong trade relations and op-
portunities that tie our two countries, 
thanks to the great discussions with 
companies such as Korea Zinc, 
Hyundai, and Samsung. 

Past delegations have also played an 
active part in the annual Asia Leader-
ship Conference, a global security sym-
posium organized by Korea’s Chosun 
Daily. 

On behalf of FMC, I thank former 
Member Jay Kim from California and 
his wife, Jennifer Ahn, for making 
these incredible ExDels possible year 
after year. 

I also had the opportunity to travel 
to Germany earlier this year thanks to 
FMC. Made possible by a grant from 
the German Federal Ministry for Eco-
nomic Affairs as part of its European 
Recovery Program, six former Mem-
bers, including Bart Gordon of Ten-
nessee, Barbara Comstock of Virginia, 
Charlie Dent of Pennsylvania, Ron 
Kind of Wisconsin, and Fred Upton of 
Michigan, visited students of different 
ages and in cities from Hamburg to 
Berlin to Dresden. 

We were also able to speak candidly 
with young Germans whose knowledge 
of American politics and affairs rivaled 
our own college students. They ex-
pressed their fears and their hopes, and 
we gave insight into the inner work-
ings of Washington during this past 
election cycle. 
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Our time coincided with recent elec-

tions in Germany, and we explored the 
recent ascension of the Alternative for 
Germany party in former East Ger-
many. 

In implementing this larger style of a 
Congress to Campus program, we saw 
German politics laid bare from the per-
spective of Germany’s future leaders. 
We will continue this tradition in Feb-
ruary 2025, where FMC will once again 
bring a bipartisan delegation to have 
this incredibly important conversation 
with Germany’s next generation. 

Thanks to FMC, former Members are 
engaged in a myriad of overseas delega-
tions, all bipartisan and all with the 
purpose of strengthening democracy. 

In 2024 alone, we partnered in more 
than a dozen overseas missions with or-
ganizations such as IRI, NDI, East- 
West Management Institute, and the 
House Democracy Partnership and sent 
ExDels to countries including North 
Macedonia, Malaysia, Guatemala, and 
Thailand. 

Often these missions are part of very 
specific legislative strengthening ob-
jectives—for example, focused on over-
sight, ethics, or women in leadership. 
However, one of the most important 
and most satisfying opportunities to 
travel through FMC is domestically 
with our Congress to Campus program. 

For more than 40 years, FMC’s flag-
ship domestic program, Congress to 
Campus, has been connecting students 
and academic communities with bipar-
tisan pairs of former Members of Con-
gress. At its core, Congress to Campus 
is about bridging the gap between 
elected officials and future leaders. 

We bring former Members of Con-
gress into universities, community col-
leges, and high schools across the coun-
try, creating a unique space for direct 
conversations between those who have 
served on Capitol Hill and the students 
who may one day take up those roles. 

The three goals of the Congress to 
Campus program are to showcase civil, 
respectful, and productive debate on 
issues where former Members still wear 
their partisan hats, like environmental 
policy or the Second Amendment, 
while at the same time engaging stu-
dents in a back and forth, very dif-
ferent from the shouting matches they 
witness sometimes on cable news and 
social media. 

The second goal is to encourage pub-
lic service in the next generation, to 
show interested students a path toward 
Capitol Hill, and to mentor future pub-
lic servants. 

The third goal is to remind the stu-
dents of their roles as citizens, that 
they need to be active participants in 
our representative democracy. Other-
wise, our form of government does not 
work. Students hear from former Mem-
bers that, at a minimum, they have a 
responsibility to be informed voters. 

Congress to Campus also shares the 
many other ways those being rep-
resented can hold accountable those 
doing the representing. 

This year, Congress to Campus has 
reached new heights. We have con-

ducted a total of 31 programs, includ-
ing 3 at historically Black colleges and 
universities, 7 at Hispanic-serving in-
stitutions, 3 at military service acad-
emies, 2 at community colleges, and 2 
international programs. These numbers 
reflect our growing commitment to en-
suring that students from diverse back-
grounds and institutions have the op-
portunity to engage directly with 
former Members of Congress. 

One of the most valuable parts of the 
program is the opportunity it gives 
students to ask questions openly. 
There is no script. Students hear hon-
est stories about what it means to 
serve in Congress, the complexities of 
decisionmaking, and the importance of 
collaboration. They get to engage in 
genuine dialogue with leaders who have 
spent years in the legislative process, 
and they see a genuine, civil back and 
forth on the issues that affect us all. 

Our program is proudly bipartisan. 
We believe it is essential for students 
to understand all perspectives. Former 
Members bring years of experience in 
working together, despite policy dis-
agreements. They show students how 
effective dialogue and compromise can 
lead to solutions. 

In today’s divided landscape, these 
are lessons we need to highlight and 
need to celebrate. Students consist-
ently tell us that these interactions 
are transformative. They come away 
with a deeper appreciation for democ-
racy and often feel inspired to pursue 
careers in public service. For the 
former Members who participate, Con-
gress to Campus is equally rewarding. 
It is a chance to pass along their 
knowledge and inspire a new genera-
tion of future leaders. 

To date, Congress to Campus sessions 
have been held on over 200 campuses in 
almost all 50 States and half a dozen 
countries. In just the past 10 years 
alone, the program has reached almost 
60,000 students. Every year Members 
donate between 800 and 1,000 hours to 
the program. 

As we reflect on the year, we are 
grateful to the Stennis Center and the 
Park Foundation for their generous 
support which has been instrumental 
in making this year such a success. 
Their contributions enable us to ex-
pand our reach and continue fostering 
civic engagement and bipartisan dia-
logue among students. 

Looking ahead, we are excited about 
the prospect of bringing Congress to 
Campus to even more institutions, es-
pecially universities and colleges that 
might not otherwise have the oppor-
tunity to host a program like this. 

A recent professor who hosted one of 
our bipartisan teams had this to say: 

‘‘The Congress to Campus program 
gave my students the opportunity to 
hear directly about political processes 
from people with lived experience in 
making laws, changing laws, and nego-
tiating with others, even when they 
hold different viewpoints on an issue. 
In a strikingly politically polarized 
time, this opportunity to see two 

Congresspersons interact, disagree, and 
agree with one another on a variety of 
topics ‘across the aisle’ was an invalu-
able opportunity for students to wit-
ness how civil discourse actually 
works.’’ 

With that, I thank FMC for all the 
wonderful opportunities it has provided 
both me and my former colleagues to 
continue to serve. 

Ms. EDWARDS. The Chair recognizes 
the Honorable Barbara Comstock. 

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Thank you, Cheri, 
for this report and for all you do for 
FMC’s many programs. 

Cheri makes an important point. 
FMC has a unique and very important 
voice of reason and bipartisanship. We 
always think of the importance of that 
role, particularly in this building and 
the history it holds, and the men and 
women throughout the ages who have 
fought for a rule of law here, all that 
have endured here, and all those who 
have protected our democracy includ-
ing the United States Capitol Police 
who protect this building. 

In 2024, we certainly made a commit-
ment of our limited resources—fund-
ing, staff time, and former Member vol-
unteer hours—to bring that message of 
bipartisanship to as many college cam-
puses as we could. 

In addition, since our last report to 
Congress, FMC has significantly grown 
our efforts to strengthen U.S. democ-
racy. Our work in this portfolio in-
cludes conducting outreach to and fa-
cilitating dialogue with the general 
public in order to reestablish trust in 
our democratic institutions, most im-
portantly in 2024, our electoral process. 

This work took many shapes, but the 
basic concept was to bring the voting 
public together with election officials 
working hard year-round to administer 
free, safe, and fair elections and have 
bipartisan teams of former Members 
serve as trusted voices as we facilitate 
dialogue in communities throughout 
the country. 

We began this work by partnering 
with the Charles F. Kettering Founda-
tion to convene a conference here in 
Washington, D.C., in November 2023. 
The 3-day conference brought together 
former Members of Congress from both 
parties, election administrators, lead-
ers of political science programs across 
the country, foundations, journalists, 
and other leading thinkers to develop a 
plan to effectively engage students on 
college campuses and community 
members alike on the topic, as well as 
how to deal with emerging threats to 
Americans’ confidence in our electoral 
system such as the use of artificial in-
telligence to create fake images, vid-
eos, and audio recordings of candidates 
in order to influence the outcome of or 
undermine the integrity of the elec-
toral process. 

With the support of the Carnegie Cor-
poration, we then took those findings 
and developed a program to visit key 
regions of six Presidential battle-
ground States prior to the November 
general election, to hold a series of 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 08:04 Dec 12, 2024 Jkt 059060 PO 00000 Frm 00015 Fmt 4634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K11DE7.026 H11DEPT1rf
re

de
ric

k 
on

 L
A

P
8M

3W
LY

3P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 H
O

U
S

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH6818 December 11, 2024 
townhall-style events with community 
members and students around election 
security and integrity specific to that 
State and county. 

These dialogues featured both bipar-
tisan groups of former Members of Con-
gress, as well as State and local elec-
tion administrators such as each 
State’s Secretary of State and/or coun-
ty clerk who detailed each respective 
State’s election security measures to 
combat the public’s biggest election se-
curity concerns, as well as underscore 
accuracy and fairness of the electoral 
process in each State and answer audi-
ence members’ questions directly. 

Not only did these events facilitate 
the bipartisan civil dialogues around a 
hot-button topic like we had envi-
sioned with the community members 
in the room but these events were also 
recorded and/or covered by media out-
lets in the respective markets in order 
to bring the information to even larger 
audiences. 

FMC is extremely proud of the result 
of the project because it is the first 
multistate community engagement 
project our organization has ever un-
dertaken. 

We sincerely thank all of the former 
Members of this Chamber who gener-
ously donated their time and insights 
to the project. 

I am submitting their names for the 
RECORD. 

Sam Coppersmith of Arizona, Matt Salmon 
of Arizona, Mike Bishop of Michigan, Mark 
Schauer of Michigan, Dave Trott of Michi-
gan, Fred Upton of Michigan, Donna 
Edwards of Maryland, Shelley Berkley of Ne-
vada, Joe Heck of Nevada, Jon Porter of Ne-
vada, Mark Critz of Pennsylvania, Charlie 
Dent of Pennsylvania, Jim Gerlach of Penn-
sylvania, Joe Hoeffel of Pennsylvania, Ron 
Kind of Wisconsin, Scott Klug of Wisconsin, 
Tim Petri of Wisconsin, Reid Ribble of Wis-
consin. 

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Additionally, FMC 
is incredibly thankful for the partici-
pation of and opportunity to work with 
all the incredible public servants who 
handle election administration in each 
State and county we visited. 

Despite years of threats toward 
them, their families, and their teams, 
each of these election officials remain 
committed to the foundation of our 
democratic process: Free, safe, secure, 
accurate, and fair elections. They re-
doubled their efforts to transparency 
by repeatedly sharing information with 
concerned members of the public about 
how elections work in each State, 
county, and municipality. 

Their work is truly what enabled this 
country to have one of the best-run 
elections in our Nation’s history on 
November 5. For that, FMC and I, as 
well as millions of Americans across 
this country, are immensely grateful. 

I am submitting the names of these 
wonderful public servants into the CON-
GRESSIONAL RECORD for proper recogni-
tion. 

In Arizona: Maricopa County Recorder, 
Stephen Richer. 

In Michigan: Secretary of State, Jocelyn 
Benson, Kent County Clerk and Register of 

Deeds, Lisa Posthumus Lyons, and Former 
State Director of Elections, Chris Thomas. 

In Nevada: Secretary of State, Francisco 
Aguilar. 

In Pennsylvania: Secretary of the Com-
monwealth, Al Schmidt, Berks County Com-
missioners Christian Leinbach and Michael 
Rivera. 

In Wisconsin: La Crosse County Clerk, 
Ginny Dankmeyer. 

Mrs. COMSTOCK. We are incredibly 
proud of the work we have done around 
U.S. democracy this past year and over 
the past 4 years and are looking for-
ward to continuing this important 
project next year including with a re-
port on how to strengthen congres-
sional representation that we are al-
ready developing as a result of a new 
partnership with Unite America. 

FMC is also continuing to draw at-
tention to the need for reforms to en-
sure the continuity of Congress with 
support for the Carnegie Corporation. 

Finally, we are immensely thankful 
for the general operating support we 
received from the David and Lucile 
Packard Foundation which will em-
power us to continue to develop new 
community and postsecondary out-
reach, engagement, and education pro-
grams. 

I would like to submit the names of 
key FMC partners in our U.S. democ-
racy-strengthening work for the CON-
GRESSIONAL RECORD in order to thank 
them for their role in our success this 
year. 

Rick Albin of WOOD TV8, Christina 
‘‘Tina’’ Anderson of the Michigan Depart-
ment of State, David Becker of the Center 
for Election Innovation and Research, Kelly 
Born of the David and Lucille Packard Foun-
dation, Jeff Breneman of Western Michigan 
University, Dr. Christopher Borick of Muh-
lenberg College, Ben Chou of the David and 
Lucille Packard Foundation, Sharon Davis 
of the Charles F. Ketting Foundation, Mitch 
Fox of the Nevada Broadcasters Association, 
Amy Gulli of the Pennsylvania Department 
of State, Ron Hansen of the Arizona Repub-
lic, Cecilia Heston of the Nevada Secretary 
of State’s Office, Josh Heywood of the Mari-
copa County Recorder’s Office. 

Robert Macomber of the Kent County 
Clerk and Register of Deeds Office, Geri 
Mannion of Carnegie Corporation, Deb 
Marke of Wake Forest University, Owen Me-
dina Loftus of Unite America, Ari Mittleman 
of Keep Our Republic, Tammy Patrick of the 
Election Center (National Association of 
Election Administrators), Lee Rasch of 
LeaderEthics, Brad Rourke of the Charles F. 
Kettering Foundation, Jennette Sawyer of 
the Michigan Department of State, Scott 
Schrum of Citizen’s Rising, Zac Schultz of 
PBS Wisconsin, Nick Troiano of Unite Amer-
ica, Mark Wlaschin of the Nevada Secretary 
of State’s Office. 

Mrs. COMSTOCK. This type of impor-
tant work, of course, has generated 
quite a bit of media attention. We are 
very proud of the fact that FMC is be-
coming more and more of a recognized 
brand when it comes to bipartisanship 
and showcasing good governance. 

FMC’s reach and recognition contin-
ued to expand in 2024 with coverage in 
outlets such as the Associated Press, 
Roll Call, Business Insider, Yahoo 
News, Newsweek, The Chicago Tribune, 
and The Dallas Morning News report-
ing on our organization and events. 

Our series of election integrity and 
security events across battleground 
States particularly generated interest 
with local news stations such as NPR, 
NBC, ABC, and Fox News reporting on 
our townhalls. In total, communica-
tions efforts within FMC resulted in 
nearly 1,000 individual mentions. 

I also want to highlight that, in addi-
tion to the current Member legislative 
exchanges in the U.S. democracy 
projects you have now learned about, 
since its founding in 1970, FMC is an 
alumni group. We take that responsi-
bility very seriously. 

FMC strives every year to engage our 
former Members outside of D.C. 
through our annual meeting and an-
nual former Member trip. This year, we 
were excited to host our annual meet-
ing in Austin, Texas, where we spent a 
weekend with over a dozen former 
Members and their partners and 
spouses. We conducted our annual 
board meeting, enjoyed some out-
standing Texas barbecue, learned about 
the history of Austin, toured the Texas 
Capitol, the LBJ Presidential Library, 
and finished with a wonderful reception 
at former Member Kent Hance’s resi-
dence. 

Holding the annual meeting in Texas 
allowed us to engage with more of our 
former Members based in the south. We 
are hoping to continue this tradition of 
hosting our meeting again outside the 
D.C. area in 2025. 

Another programming staple that is 
part of our alumni group portfolio is 
our annual fall trip overseas for our 
membership. This year, we had the 
privilege of visiting Ireland. The trip 
offered a chance to learn about Ire-
land’s history, experience its culture, 
and connect with its people. 

Our journey took us to Dublin, Kil-
larney, Waterford, and Belfast. Along 
the way we visited iconic landmarks, 
enjoyed traditional Irish breakfasts, 
walked through the countryside, and 
explored vibrant cities. 

A highlight of this trip was our visit 
to the Irish Parliament. We attended a 
luncheon hosted by the former mem-
bers of the Irish Parliament. This 
group previously visited FMC during 
our 2023 annual meeting in Wash-
ington, D.C., making the reunion espe-
cially meaningful. 

Not even COVID and the flu making 
its way through our group could lessen 
our appreciation of the strong ties be-
tween our two countries and the shared 
commitment to fostering under-
standing and friendship. The warmth 
and generosity we experienced in Ire-
land made a lasting impression, and we 
hope to continue building on these re-
lationships in the future. 

Before we wrap up, I do want to share 
a quick word about funding. As I said 
earlier, FMC does not receive any tax-
payer dollars for our work. We are a 
completely standalone 501(c)(3) non-
profit organization, benefiting from an 
average of 7,000 hours each year of pro 
bono time donated to our work by 
former Members of Congress. 
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In addition, we have been very suc-

cessful in generating contributions and 
donations and, most importantly, a 
great number of independent founda-
tions that support us with grants spe-
cific to our programs. We organize an 
annual fundraising event, the States-
manship Awards Celebration, which 
spotlights bipartisan teams of current 
Members from both the House and the 
Senate for their commitment to bipar-
tisanship. 

Next year’s event will be held on May 
20 and will recognize Senator BOOKER 
of New Jersey, Senator TODD YOUNG of 
Indiana, and Representatives CASE of 
Hawaii and YOUNG KIM of California, as 
well as Aflac as our corporate honoree. 

I also want to address directly the 
current Members in the Chamber who 
are considering joining FMC. I hope the 
program reports you have heard thus 
far illustrate the many benefits that 
you derive through membership. I am 
thrilled that a great number of you 
have already enrolled. 

We had a record number of recruiting 
thus far with an unprecedented number 
of new former Members joining us fol-
lowing an election, both as annual 
members and as sustaining members. 
Of the Members who are not returning, 
almost one-third have already joined 
our association. The recruiting process 
is ongoing, and we would be delighted 
to talk to any of you who would like to 
sit down and talk with us to learn any-
thing more you would like to know 
about the organization. 

This new class of former Members 
has yielded our biggest number yet of 
new sustaining members which is a 
special category of membership that 
makes a financial commitment to the 
longevity of FMC. 

I thank all the former Members who 
have made this commitment. 

I am inserting into the CONGRES-
SIONAL RECORD their names as a small 
token of our appreciation. 

SUSTAINING MEMBERS OF FMC 
Hon. Les AuCoin (Oregon), Hon. Brian 

Baird (Washington), Hon. Joe Barton 
(Texas), Hon. Mike Bishop (Michigan), Hon. 
Rick Boucher (Virginia), Hon. Susan Brooks 
(Indiana), Hon. Cheri Bustos (Illinois), Hon. 
Dave Camp (Michigan), Hon. Ben Chandler 
(Kentucky), Hon. Mike Conaway (Texas), 
Hon. Paul Cook (California), Hon. Ryan Cos-
tello (Pennsylvania), Hon. Rodney Davis (Il-
linois), Hon. Peter DeFazio (Oregon), Hon. 
Val Demings (Florida), Hon. Jeff Denham 
(California), Hon. Charles W. Dent (Pennsyl-
vania), Hon. Sean Duffy (Wisconsin), Hon. 
Donna Edwards (Maryland), Hon. Elizabeth 
Esty (Connecticut). 

Hon. Sam Farr (California), Hon. John 
Faso (New York), Hon. Bill Flores (Texas), 
Hon. Martin Frost (Texas), Hon. Tom Gar-
rett (Virginia), Hon. Bob Gibbs (OH), Hon. 
Phil Gingrey (Georgia), Dan Glickman (Kan-
sas), Hon. Bob Goodlatte (Virginia), Hon. 
Bart Gordon (Tennessee), Hon. Tom Graves 
(Georgia), Hon. Gene Green (Texas), Hon. 
John Hall (New York), Hon. George Holding 
(North Carolina), Hon. Asa Hutchinson (Ar-
kansas), Hon. Lynn Jenkins (Kansas), Hon. 
Doug Jones (Alabama), Hon. Kaiali’i Kahele 
(Hawaii), Hon. John Katko (NY). 

Hon. Ron Kind (Wisconsin), Hon. Adam 
Kinzinger (lllinois), Hon. John Kline (Min-

nesota), Hon. Scott Klug (Wisconsin), Hon. 
Brenda Lawrence (Michigan), Hon. Andy 
Levin (Michigan), Hon. Alan Lowenthal 
(California), Hon. Elaine Luria (Virginia), 
Hon. Jim Matheson (Utah), Hon. Ben Mi-
chael McAdams (Utah), Hon. Jim McDermott 
(Washington), Hon. Mike McIntyre (North 
Carolina), Hon. Pat Meehan (Pennsylvania), 
Hon. Jeff Miller (Florida), Hon. Jim Moran 
(Virginia), Hon. Stephanie Murphy (Florida), 
Hon. Randy Neugebauer (Texas), Hon. Erik 
Paulsen (Minnesota), Hon. Tim Petri (Wis-
consin), Hon. Ted Poe (Texas), Hon. Kathleen 
M. Rice (New York), Hon. Tom Rice (South 
Carolina). 

Hon. Martha Roby (Alabama), Hon. Peter 
Roskam (Illinois), Hon. Dennis Ross (Flor-
ida), Hon. Loretta Sanchez (California), Hon. 
Kurt Schrader (Oregon), Hon. James Sensen-
brenner (Wisconsin), Hon. Donna Shalala 
(Florida), Hon. John Shimkus (Illinois), Hon. 
Bill Shuster (Pennsylvania), Hon. Lamar 
Smith (Texas), Hon. Jackie Speier (Cali-
fornia), Hon. Cliff Stearns (Florida), Hon. 
Steve Stivers (Ohio), Hon. John Tanner (Ten-
nessee), Hon. Mac Thornberry (Texas), Hon. 
Pat Tiberi (Ohio), Hon. David A. Trott 
(Michigan), Hon. Fred Upton (Michigan), 
Hon. Greg Walden (Oregon), Hon. Henry Wax-
man (California), Hon. Rob Woodall (Geor-
gia), Hon. John Yarmuth (Kentucky), Hon. 
Ted Yoho (Florida). 

Mrs. COMSTOCK. You can find out 
more information about sustaining 
membership and all the other programs 
you heard about today by visiting our 
website at usafmc.org. 

Let me conclude by thanking two in-
credibly important groups of people 
without whom none of the things you 
just heard about would be possible. 
They are the outstanding professionals 
working at FMC, so ably led by Pete 
Weichlein, our CEO, and Sabine 
Schleidt, our COO. 

Most of the team is here with us 
today. Let me just briefly read their 
names and ask them to stand. Then 
once I have read all their names, let’s 
give them a well-deserved round of ap-
plause. 

The FMC staff consists of Pete 
Weichlein, Sabine Schleidt, Lorraine 
Harbison, Patrick Egenhofer, Erica 
Daye, Grayson Moore, Ty Baker, 
Andriana Gregovic, Olivia Truesdale, 
Jaret Hildebrand, Abby Haas, Caitlin 
Rissmiller, and Abigail Cate. 

A number of you were with us on the 
Ireland trip when we all got sick. I 
didn’t. 

Is everybody standing up? 
Thank you all so much. Thank you 

for all you do. 
I also thank our exceptional board of 

directors. I want to especially high-
light the officers who make up our ex-
ecutive committee and are so invalu-
able to me as FMC’s president. They 
are President-Elect Donna F. Edwards 
of Maryland, Dennis Ross of Florida, 
Loretta Sanchez of California, and L.F. 
Payne of Virginia who is our past 
president. 

I am submitting all of the board 
members’ names for the RECORD. 

FMC BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Rep. Charles Boustany (R–LA), President 

Emeritus Council; Rep. Larry Bucshon (R– 
IN), as of Jan. 4, 2025; Rep. Russ Carnahan 
(D–MO); Rep: Bob Carr (D–MI), In Memoriam; 
Rep. Bob Clement (D–TN), non-voting Coun-

selor; Rep. Barbara Comstock, FMC President; 
Rep. Rodney Davis (R–IL); Rep. Val Demings 
(D–FL); Rep. Charlie Dent (R–PA); Sen. 
Byron Dorgan (D–ND), non-voting Counselor; 
Rep. Donna F. Edwards (D–MD), FMC Presi-
dent-Elect; Rep. Elizabeth Esty (D–CT); Rep. 
Martin Frost (D–TX), President Emeritus 
Council; Rep. Jim Gerlach (R–PA); Rep. Tom 
Graves (R–GA); Sec. Dan Glickman (D–KS), 
non-voting Counselor; Rep. Bob Goodlatte 
(R–VA); Rep. Bart Gordon (D–TN); Rep. Lee 
Hamilton (D–IN), non-voting Counselor; Rep. 
Dennis Hertel (D–MI), President Emeritus 
Council. 

Sen. Tim Hutchinson (R–AR); Sen. Doug 
Jones (D–AL); Amb. Jim Jones (D–OR), non- 
voting Counselor; Rep. Barbara Kennelly (D– 
CT), President Emeritus Council; Rep. Derek 
Kilmer (D–WA), as of Jan. 4, 2025; Rep. Ken 
Kramer (R–CO), non-voting Counselor; Rep. 
Larry LaRocco (D–ID), President Emeritus 
Council; Rep. Martin Lancaster (D–NC), non- 
voting Counselor; Rep. Brenda Lawrence (D– 
MI); Rep. Matt McHugh (D–NY), President 
Emeritus Council; Amb. Carol Moseley 
Braun (D–IL); Rep. Jim Moran (D–VA), non- 
voting Counselor; Amb. Connie Morella (R– 
MD), President Emeritus Council; Rep. 
Stephanie Murphy (D–FL); Rep. L.F. Payne 
(D–VA), Immediate Past President; Rep. Tim 
Petri (R–WI), non-voting Counselor; Rep. 
Peter Roskam (R–IL); Rep. Ileana Ros- 
Lehtinen (R–FL); Rep. Dennis Ross (R–FL), 
FMC Vice President; Rep. Loretta Sanchez (D– 
CA), FMC Vice President; Rep. James Slattery 
(D–KS), President Emeritus Council; Sen. 
Olympia Snowe (R–ME), non-voting Coun-
selor; Rep. Cliff Stearns (R–FL), President 
Emeritus Council; Rep. Fred Upton (R–MI); 
Rep. Al Wynn (D–MD); non-voting Counselor. 

(officers in italic) 
FMC STAFF 

Peter M. Weichlein, CEO; Sabine Schleidt, 
COO; Lorraine Harbison, Programs Director; 
Patrick Egenhofer, Associate Programs Di-
rector; Erica Daye, Associate Operations Di-
rector; Grayson Moore, Special Projects 
Manager; Ty Baker, Program Manager; 
Andriana Gregovic, Communications and 
Events Officer; Olivia Truesdale, Program 
Officer; Jaret Hildebrand, Program Officer; 
Abby Haas, Program Officer; Caitlin 
Rissmiller, Program Officer; Abigail Cate, 
Program Officer. 

Mrs. COMSTOCK. I hope all of you, 
whether former Members or current 
Members not returning for the 119th 
Congress, will join us immediately 
after this program concludes for an in-
formal coffee reception in H–122. 

For retiring Members, this will be a 
great opportunity to connect with 
former Members, all of whom have 
gone through the professional and per-
sonal transition off the Hill that you 
are about to embark upon. 

We will also be joined by representa-
tives of the U.S. Capitol Historical So-
ciety, a great partner of ours and an 
organization, if you don’t already 
know, you should get to know well, 
now that you are former Members. The 
U.S. Capitol Historical Society is a 
congressionally chartered nonprofit 
just like FMC. It is charged to tell the 
story of the Capitol and those who 
work in it in a manner that inspires an 
informed patriotism, to quote the au-
thorizing legislation. 

You may know it as the group that 
publishes the historical calendars that 
so many Members purchase for their 
constituents. The society is a great 
partner with FMC. 
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Among the society’s best public his-

tory programs are their historian-led 
Capitol tours. As former Members of 
Congress, we have the opportunity to 
bring visitors into the Capitol. When 
doing so through the society, you can 
have the insight of experts who, like no 
other, can share the institution’s his-
tory. 

For family, friends, or clients, these 
tours are a special gift that you may 
now as former Members actually have 
time for. The president of the society, 
Jane Campbell, will join us for our cof-
fee reception in H–122. She will be de-
lighted to talk with any of you who are 
interested in becoming engaged in the 
society’s great work. 

Ms. EDWARDS. Thank you, Mrs. 
Comstock, for this report. More impor-
tantly, thank you for your thoughtful 
and exemplary leadership of this out-
standing organization. 

The Chair thanks the former Mem-
bers of the House for your presence 
here today. On behalf of FMC, I thank 
the office of the Speaker and congres-
sional staff who have helped make to-
day’s presentation possible. You have 
been terrific, a terrific resource. We 
very much appreciative all you have 
done. 

The meeting stands adjourned. 
f 

b 1200 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. NUNN) at noon. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Margaret 
Grun Kibben, offered the following 
prayer: 

Sovereign God, You and You alone 
know the plans You have for each one 
of us, for this body, and for this Nation. 
In Your mercy, You have promised 
that what You have designed for us is 
for our welfare and not for our harm, to 
give us a future with hope. 

We call upon You then and pray to 
You, trusting in Your divine provision, 
claiming what You have promised, 
even when Your will is not always 
clear to us, even when the problems of 
the present prevent us from imagining 
the favorable future You have foretold. 

In the concerns and confusions that 
clutter our lives, we search for You. We 
seek You with our whole hearts. Lord, 
let us find You. 

Restore to us the fortune of faith: the 
assuredness, the confidence, and the 
conviction that is ours when we ac-
knowledge Your divine hand in our 
lives and Your favor upon us. It is in 
Your merciful name we dare to pray. 

Amen. 
f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House the approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1 of rule I, the 
Journal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentlewoman from Texas (Ms. GARCIA) 
come forward and lead the House in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

Ms. GARCIA of Texas led the Pledge 
of Allegiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair will entertain up to 15 requests 
for 1-minute speeches on each side of 
the aisle. 

f 

RECOGNIZING BELLEFONTE AREA 
HIGH SCHOOL’S CONCERT CHOIR 
AT RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL 

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise to recognize the 
Bellefonte Area High School’s Concert 
Choir milestone event, performing 
ahead of the Rockettes at Radio City 
Music Hall. 

On Monday, December 16, 32 students 
from Bellefonte Area High School will 
take the stage as the opening act for 
the Rockettes’ Radio City Christmas 
Spectacular in New York City. 

The Bellefonte Area High School 
Concert Choir was selected to partici-
pate in Radio City’s ‘‘Sounds of Christ-
mas Experience,’’ a program that al-
lows groups to apply to perform as 
openers for the Christmas Spectacular. 

For their 5-minute holiday-themed a 
cappella performance, BAHS will per-
form two pieces: ‘‘Noel Nouvelet,’’ a 
setting of a French carol, and a vocal 
jazz setting of ‘‘It’s the Most Wonderful 
Time of the Year.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, the Rockettes’ Radio 
City Christmas Spectacular is a cher-
ished tradition that brings the spirit of 
Christmas to life for audiences from 
around the world. 

Congratulations to the Bellefonte 
Area High School Concert Choir for 
their dedication, hard work, and their 
contributions to the iconic Christmas 
Spectacular. 

f 

SHOES FOR KIDS 

(Ms. GARCIA of Texas asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Ms. GARCIA of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to celebrate the 35th anni-
versary of a remarkable event in my 
district. Shoes for Kids began with a 
simple donation of just 50 pairs of 

shoes and has now grown into a move-
ment, making sure no child in Houston 
faces the challenges of not having 
shoes to wear. 

Mr. Speaker, these shoes are more 
than just footwear, Mr. Speaker. They 
protect little feet, yes; but they also 
boost confidence, support proper pos-
ture, and encourage physical activity. 

The founder of this event, Yolanda 
Black Navarro, was a dear friend. Al-
though she is no longer with us, her vi-
sion lives on. 

By partnering with schools and com-
munity centers, Shoes for Kids also ad-
dresses critical challenges in children’s 
lives starting, quite literally, from the 
ground up. 

By supporting our children, we are 
putting the right foot forward, and we 
are putting children over politics. 

f 

APPRECIATING JJ JACKSON 
(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 

asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, I am grateful to recognize 
2024 Army Congressional Fellow, Major 
‘‘JJ’’ Joshua Jackson, for his service to 
the country and the Second District of 
South Carolina. 

Throughout his congressional tenure, 
JJ has been a valued team member 
working on military and veterans’ 
issues, including today, the NDAA, the 
National Defense Authorization Act. 

As an air defense artillery officer, JJ 
has held numerous positions with a dis-
tinguished career, including tours in 
valued allies, Saudi Arabia and Jordan. 
He most recently served the Pentagon 
as a legislative liaison with the Depart-
ment of the Army. 

A Georgia native, JJ graduated from 
West Point where he was a starter on 
the Army football team. 

We wish JJ and his young daughters, 
Amaya and Noah, the best of continued 
success. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops as 
the global war on terrorism continues. 
Open borders for dictators put all 
Americans at risk of more 9/11 attacks 
imminent as warned by the FBI. Don-
ald Trump will reinstitute existing 
laws to protect American families with 
peace through strength. 

America celebrates its first ally, 
France, with yesterday the historic 
200th anniversary of the address to 
Congress by the Marquis de Lafayette 
with his portrait here in the Chamber 
along with the portrait of George 
Washington, the only two portraits 
here in the Chamber. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE EXEMPLARY 
SERVICE OF RALEIGH POLICE 
CHIEF ESTELLA PATTERSON 
(Ms. ROSS asked and was given per-

mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. ROSS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the exemplary service of 
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