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The general that helped us defeat 

Nazi Germany, that led us to D-day 
who became President of the United 
States foretold 63 years ago what we 
are seeing right now—that we will hide 
behind defense, we will hide behind the 
intelligence community, and we will do 
that to indebt our children and our 
grandchildren 

In the name of security, we will un-
dermine our security. We will not have 
the money to defend ourselves, much 
less the world. 

We will not be able to stand side by 
side with Israel because we are not 
going to have a country left to stand 
next to them. 

We have the opportunity as Repub-
licans to stand and thwart a radical 
left that wants to kill our country. We 
should do it. We should do it proudly. 
We should run on it. We should stop 
dancing. 

We have caps in place. Use them. 
We have policies we know we need to 

achieve. Fight for them. We won’t get 
them all. We may only get a few. 

For the love of everything holy, fight 
for them because the other side wants 
to take away your way of life and is de-
stroying this country. That is what is 
happening. 

We have a duty to stand up for the 
people who sent us here. I embrace 
what Jake Sherman is saying. I em-
brace what the Capitol Hill reporters 
are saying. When we stand up and yell 
stop, to stand athwart the massive 
power and scope of government that is 
strangling the prosperity and the well- 
being of the American people, I am 
proud of it. 

On that point, I am proud of what we 
have been doing under both Speakers 
this Congress because we have been 
having the debate that needs to be had 
on this side of the aisle. We have been 
having the debate the American people 
want us to have. 

Unfortunately, we get no help from 
our colleagues on the other side of the 
aisle who are beholden to a radical left 
vision while they just allow America to 
slip through their fingers like sand—or 
our fingers—while we watch it unfold. 

I hope that when we come back from 
this recess, we will take up the mantle, 
stand athwart the tyranny of the rad-
ical left, band together, stop spending 
money we don’t have, stop funding the 
tyranny against our way of life, stop 
allowing open borders, stop allowing 
our streets to be dangerous, stop fund-
ing wars without a mission with end-
less borrowing, stop doing everything 
we campaigned against. 

Every single person that campaigned 
on this side of the aisle campaigned 
against those things. Stop continuing 
them. That is our duty. That is our 
calling. If we do that, we might be able 
to pass down this country to our kids 
and our grandkids. 

When our country turns 250 years old 
in just over 2 years, are we going to be 
able to look at them and say that they 
have inherited a free country? 

When those 56 men walked out of 
Independence Hall, signing their death 

warrant, we praise that every July 
Fourth. Are we going to honor it, or 
are we just going to use it as a parade 
symbol on July Fourth? 

Are we going to honor the lives of the 
men that stormed the beaches at Nor-
mandy that were led by Dwight Eisen-
hower who foretold what we are now 
doing with the defense industrial com-
plex? 

Are we going to stand up and stop 
spending money we don’t have and pre-
serve liberty? 

Are we going to do that, or are we 
just going to talk about them every 
June 6; about how great it was that 
they stormed the beach and walked 
into a wall of bullets? 

We can’t go around and help the 
world if this country isn’t strong. 

I keep hearing Ronald Reagan being 
raised up. Oh, look. He went over and 
stood in front of the Berlin Wall. You 
bet he did. 

Yes, we had funded activities around 
the world in Afghanistan and other-
wise. 

First of all, we didn’t have a hundred 
percent debt-to-GDP which we do now. 
We weren’t $34 trillion in debt. 

Second of all, and importantly, peace 
through strength meant peace through 
strength. Peace through strength. Not 
peace through endless wars, not peace 
through spying on Americans in the 
name of intelligence gathering against 
your enemies, not peace through un-
limited borrowing, making our country 
financially insolvent. That is not what 
that meant. 

Too many people in this town are to-
tally fine hiding behind defense and 
hiding behind intelligence in order to 
undermine our well-being as a country 
in the false name of security. We 
should stop that. We should make this 
country secure by actually doing our 
job. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time and give the floor to my 
colleague from Texas (Mr. GREEN). 

f 

WE CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 9, 2023, the gentleman from Texas 
(Mr. GREEN) is recognized for 60 min-
utes as the designee of the minority 
leader. 

Mr. GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
and still I rise. 

I am grateful to my colleague for 
yielding the floor, but I am very grate-
ful for the opportunity to stand here in 
the Congress of the United States of 
America. It means something to me 
every time I have this opportunity to 
speak. 

I love my country. I love what it 
stands for. Yes, it is not perfect. Yes, 
my ancestors were treated in a horrific 
way, but still we have some ideals that 
can help us to make a difference. 

I believe in liberty and justice for all. 
I believe in the words of the Declara-
tion of Independence: All persons cre-
ated equal, endowed by the creator 

with certain inalienable Rights, among 
them life, liberty, and the pursuit of 
happiness. 

I believe that notwithstanding our 
imperfections, we still have an oppor-
tunity to have that more perfect union. 

I rise today, Mr. Speaker. I rise today 
in the name of mercy. Justice, yes. Al-
ways justice, but also mercy because 
justice has to do with the law and fair-
ness, but mercy has to do with compas-
sion and grace. 

And still I rise. And still I rise, a 
proud son of the segregated South. I 
know what it is like to be discrimi-
nated against. 

I know what it is like to drink from 
colored water fountains. I know what 
it is like to sit in the back of the bus 
because you are required to. I know 
what it is like to sit in the balcony of 
the movie theater because you are re-
quired to. 

I know what segregation is all about, 
and I know what apartheid is all about. 
For those of us who lived segregation, 
the difference between apartheid and 
segregation is just the spelling of the 
words. I understand it. 

A lot of what I say here on the floor 
has much to do with the history that I 
have lived. I care about those who are 
downtrodden, perhaps because I have 
walked in their shoes. 
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I care about those who are being de-

nied their human rights—their rights 
to life, liberty, and the pursuit of hap-
piness. For many years, I lived in the 
segregated South where those rights 
were not afforded me. The rights that 
the Constitution of the United States 
of America codified for me, my friends, 
and neighbors—took them away. 

Mr. Speaker, I want you to know a 
little bit more about me because today 
I rise with an appeal for innocent vic-
tims. Just before coming to the floor, I 
saw a preview, if you will, a showing of 
what happened in Israel on October 7. 

Mr. Speaker, there is no way to jus-
tify that level of inhumanity to human 
beings. It cannot be justified. We can 
never tolerate that level of inhu-
manity. We have to speak up. We have 
to say something and we have to do 
something. I understand. For those 
who didn’t see what I saw, let me share 
just a few aspects of what I saw with 
you. 

I saw people who would shoot human 
beings and then decide to decapitate 
them. I saw an actual decapitation 
take place. I saw persons being pulled 
along and brutalized. I would not have 
you see it, but I would have you know 
that it happened as I saw it. This is 
human beings demonstrating an inhu-
manity to other humans. 

I just left this showing. I am here 
today to appeal to this Congress, and 
all who can view what I am saying, for 
mercy and prayers, if you will, and aid 
to the Israelis. I am also here to ask 
for mercy and aid for the Palestinians. 

Our signature has been placed on, by 
virtue of our largesse to Israel, our sig-
nature was on those bombs. I believe 
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that we have a duty, a responsibility, 
and an obligation to do something 
about the conditions that were created 
when those bombs were dropped in 
Gaza. 

According to the statistical informa-
tion that has been afforded me by my 
capable, competent, and qualified staff, 
the death toll has risen to more than 
27,000 in Gaza. 

Here is a statistic that ought to 
touch your heart. I don’t care where 
you are from, it ought to touch your 
heart to hear this statistic: 10,000 of 
them were children. You can blame 
adults, but you can’t blame those chil-
dren. There were 10,000 babies. Those 
babies are innocent victims. 

Those persons in Israel on October 7 
were innocent victims. There are inno-
cent victims in Gaza who are women 
and men. We ought to care about inno-
cent victims, regardless as to where 
they are from. Mr. Speaker, 10,000 chil-
dren lost their lives. 

Reports show that more than 67,000 
individuals have been injured. More 
than 67,000. Those 67,000 people are 
going to hopefully have a life. I don’t 
want them to have a life wherein their 
future, as they see it, has vengeance 
and revenge. The parents of those 10,000 
children, I don’t want them to see only 
vengeance and revenge in their future. 

Vengeance and revenge doesn’t end in 
one cycle. It is a continuous cycle that 
you are into. At some point we have to 
get out of the killing. I am asking for 
mercy. I understand justice, but I know 
this: An injustice in the name of jus-
tice is still an injustice. 

We cannot, as the United States of 
America, the country that believes in 
liberty and justice for all, we cannot 
sit and watch what is happening in 
Gaza and not have some sense of a de-
sire to help them. 

According to the United Nations Re-
lief and Works Agency, over 300,000 
people are at risk of famine. There are 
300,000 people that are hungry. There 
are 300,000 people cramped into a very 
small space. 

I have been to Gaza, it is the most 
densely populated area in the world, 
and that was when all of Gaza was 
available to the Palestinians who live 
there. Now that you have them con-
fined in a much smaller area, imagine 
what it is like for 300,000 people to be 
at risk of famine. 

A quarter of Gaza’s population—and 
that is around a half million people— 
are believed to be at phase five, the 
catastrophic level. That is the level 
where you have a risk for mass starva-
tion and death. I don’t wish this kind 
of thing to happen to anyone. 

We are a country known for our 
mercy in war. In this country, if we are 
at war with you, engaged in mortal 
combat, if we should injure you in mor-
tal combat, we give you aid and com-
fort. 

In this country, we understand that 
there is a difference between war and a 
person who is wounded. Yes, you can be 
at war, but the wounded ought to be 

treated. By the way, those persons on 
October 7 who took the lives of those 
innocent persons in Israel, they were 
not giving aid and comfort. 

We have an opportunity to do some-
thing about this. We cannot allow Gaza 
to go on suffering with famine in this 
catastrophic way. We are the United 
States of America. When we show up, 
we bring liberty and justice with us. 
We bring mercy with us. We are not 
like the other guys. We are different. 

It is time for us to show up. It is time 
for us to make it clear that we plan to 
be of assistance to the Palestinians. We 
have already made it clear that we are 
going to be of assistance to Israel. Now 
we have to make it clear that we are 
going to be of assistance to the Pal-
estinians—the innocent victims. 

Mr. Netanyahu himself has said that 
the Palestinians are victims. It is 
Hamas that has created the catas-
trophe. We must show up. We have a 
duty because our fingerprints are on 
those bombs, those munitions. We are 
the United States of America and we 
have to act like it. 

As of the end of November, more 
than 1,000 children have undergone one 
or double-leg amputations. This is ac-
cording to UNICEF. We don’t want 
those 1,000 children to grow up with re-
venge as the hallmark of their history. 
We are the United States of America 
and when we show up things change. 

An analysis of satellite photos sug-
gest that between 50 to 61 percent of all 
structures in Gaza—this is the Gaza 
Strip—have been damaged as of Janu-
ary 29. Mr. Speaker, 50 to 61 percent in-
cludes, but is not limited to schools, 
homes, hospitals, and the things that 
make life livable. 

In rebuilding Gaza, it is estimated— 
and estimates vary—but it is estimated 
that the economic cost to rebuild it 
after this war, depending on who is 
making the estimate and when the es-
timate was released—according to esti-
mates, one in a January Reuters arti-
cle, a Palestinian official has indicated 
that it could be $15 billion that is need-
ed to rebuild Gaza housing units. 

We can’t talk about sending millions 
to Gaza when we are sending scores of 
millions to other places. Our finger-
prints were on those bombs. We are 
going to have to do more than send a 
few hundred million dollars. I know 
that I will have people who will say, 
well, we can’t afford it. 

We can’t afford not to do it because 
there is a future that we all have to en-
counter. That future ought not have in 
it another cycle of revenge. Our finger-
prints were on those bombs that fell in 
Gaza. 

The official estimate is that 350,000 
housing units have been damaged and 
150,000 of them would need to be rebuilt 
at a cost of about $100,000 per unit. 
These people are without homes. Many 
of them were living in circumstances 
less than desirable before this war, and 
they are even less desirable now. 

According to a December analysis by 
DW News, a German-based state-owned 

news station, rebuilding Gaza after the 
war would cost up to $50 billion. I am 
not suggesting that we send $50 billion, 
but I am suggesting this: any bill that 
we pass have money in it for Gaza. I 
would hope that we would have the 
courage to have a line item for Gaza, 
just as we would have a line item for 
Ukraine, a line item for Israel, a line 
item for Taiwan and the Pacific Rim. 
We ought to have a line item for Gaza. 
Our prints are on the bombs that fell 
on Gaza. 

I have said I am interested in justice 
always, but today the appeal is for 
mercy. As I indicated, justice has to do 
with the law and fairness, but today I 
am asking for mercy for these babies in 
Gaza that are now fatherless and moth-
erless, and for these parents in Gaza 
who have lost their children. 

b 1615 

I want to show just a few pictures to 
help better understand what we are 
dealing with. 

This first picture that I will show is 
just to give an indication or some de-
piction of what you have already seen 
if you have been attune to the news. 
This is much of what these statistical 
pieces of information reveal. We can 
see the destruction. 

This is not habitable. It is uninhabit-
able. Our fingerprints are on this. 
Those bombs had our fingerprints. We 
have to do something about this. 

Here is a picture of two adults and 
two children. I don’t know whether 
that is their home in the background, 
but I know that those conditions are 
not suitable for human habitation. 
Look at these beautiful babies. Babies 
are innocent victims of this war. We 
have to do something about this. Our 
fingerprints are on the bombs. 

Here is a depiction of a child, a young 
person. 

By the way, I did not bring some of 
the photos that would give a more hor-
rific representation. 

As you look at this, I want you to see 
the Israeli children in this child. There 
were some Israeli children who were 
harmed to a greater extent than you 
see here, and there were some children 
in Gaza who were harmed to a greater 
extent than you see here. 

As we look at the child, don’t look 
for someone that looks like you. Look 
at a human being. Our fingerprints 
were on the bombs that created these 
conditions. 

The people in Gaza have been forced 
to relocate and relocate. Can you imag-
ine what it would be like to be told 
that you have to move out of your 
home, told to do it on short notice? 
You don’t have a vehicle, all the lux-
uries that we enjoy, so you take your 
cart and your donkey and load up. You 
and your family are off to look for a 
safe place to live, not necessarily a 
comfortable place. This has happened 
to the Palestinians in Gaza. We have to 
do something about this. 

Finally, my appeal to you: Don’t see 
a Palestinian, please. See a human 
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being. Think of the Israelis that were 
harmed. Realize that there are children 
in Gaza who have been harmed. 

‘‘Harmed’’ is a very kind, polite word 
for all of these innocent victims. It is a 
very polite way to say that children 
have lost their lives. It is a very polite 
way to speak of the inhumanity that 
the Israelis suffered. It is a polite way 
to talk about decapitations. 

We are the United States of America. 
We hold within our hands the power to 
show the world that these kinds of cir-
cumstances can be addressed and that 
we plan to be a party to the effort to 
make right these injustices. Yes, injus-
tices—injustice in Israel, injustice in 
Gaza. 

Now, when it comes time for us to do 
what we can monetarily, there has to 
be aid for Gaza and aid for Palestin-
ians. We cannot decide that our aid can 
only benefit some when we know that 
we have a duty to benefit others. 

This is our duty and our responsi-
bility. We must do what we can to en-
sure that the persons in Gaza receive 
aid and comfort. They are innocent vic-
tims, and all innocent victims have to 
be accorded the opportunity to have a 
brighter future. 

I am always fond of quoting Dr. King. 
The quote that everybody knows is 
most applicable here: Injustice any-
where is a threat to justice every-
where. 

It may not happen today, but if we 
leave these injustices unchecked, if we 
don’t do what we can to provide aid 
and comfort to Palestinians, the injus-
tice that we see in these distant places 
can haunt us because our fingerprints 
are on the bombs that created these 
circumstances. 

I will go back to my district. On Sat-
urday, I will continue this. I will con-
tinue this process on Saturday because 
I have scheduled a meeting with con-
stituents at The Fountain of Praise. 
Those from Houston and my district 
know the location I speak of. It will be 
at 10 a.m. This is an indication of what 
I will talk about, but it is not a com-
plete story of what I will reveal. 

I ask persons who come to bring their 
video equipment. We will do it live, and 
they can video it so that the world may 
see there is nothing to hide. 

Mr. Speaker, I believe that we can 
make the difference necessary to end 
the cycle of vengeance. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

f 

AID FOR PALESTINIANS 

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I 
could not help, with my good friend 
and colleague eloquently speaking 
about the children and the pain, to rise 
to the floor today, having just stood on 
the grounds of the United States Cap-
itol, wondering why we have not been 
able to pass the $95 billion that would 
aid in the crises in Ukraine, Israel, Tai-

wan, the southern border that they left 
out, and Gaza. 

I rise today to associate and agree 
that we must have humanitarian aid 
for the Palestinians, for the children, 
for Gaza, and we must have it now. 

This is no room to leave out these 
precious souls and to continue to leave 
them without homes, without food, 
without clothing, without refuge. It is 
clear that I stand today for aid to the 
Palestinians and humanitarian relief 
for the children. 

I finish, Mr. Speaker, by saying it is 
important that the President gave TPS 
to those Palestinians who cannot re-
turn home. Let us bring humanitarian 
relief to human beings and to these 
children, and I know we can do this to-
gether as a Congress. Let’s do it now. 

f 

FISA ABUSES 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 9, 2023, the Chair recognizes the 
gentleman from Arizona (Mr. BIGGS) 
for 30 minutes. 

Mr. BIGGS. Mr. Speaker, over the 
last several years, we have received a 
seemingly endless stream of reports of 
abuses by the FBI and other parts of 
our Federal police apparatus spying on 
Americans by abusing either section 
702 or title I of FISA. 

I want to review some of those today 
before I get to the border. Let’s talk 
about the report issued April 21, 2022, 
by the Foreign Intelligence Surveil-
lance Court of Washington, D.C. Here’s 
what some of them are. 

Between late 2016 and early 2020, the 
FBI regularly queried unminimized 
FISA information using identifiers of 
individuals listed in local police homi-
cide reports. 

This wasn’t people accused. This in-
cluded victims. They were using illicit 
querying, which in my world, when I 
used to practice, we would call an ille-
gal search. They were going after vic-
tims, the next of kin of the victim, and 
witnesses. 

Guess what was found. Those queries 
were violating the querying standard 
because there was no reasonable basis 
to expect they would return foreign in-
telligence or evidence of a crime. That 
is just one. 

The next one, June 2020, used identi-
fiers of 133 individuals arrested in con-
nection with civil unrest and protests 
between May 30 and June 18, 2020. 
Guess what they found. No specific po-
tential connections to terrorist-related 
activity, and there was not going to be 
a reasonable likelihood that they 
would retrieve evidence of a crime. The 
FBI still conducted that illegal query. 

Between June 11 and 15, 2020, another 
156 queries were done. Guess what. No 
reasonable likelihood of finding evi-
dence of a crime or international ter-
rorism. 

On the January 6 issue, an analyst 
ran 13 queries and couldn’t even re-
member why she was doing this. There 
was no reasonable likelihood to receive 

foreign intelligence or evidence of a 
crime. 

On April 26, 2021, again, more going 
after political activist groups, and 
there were 330 queries and 697 queries. 
Again, there was no likelihood of for-
eign intelligence and no evidence of a 
crime. 
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They continued on, two more queries, 
another 360 queries here, another 400 
here. None of these queries were rea-
sonably likely to retrieve foreign intel-
ligence or evidence of a crime. 

How about this one. They conducted 
three batch queries. This is the FBI 
spying on Americans. They conducted 
three batch queries consisting of ap-
proximately 23,132 separate queries. 

Guess what, Mr. Speaker? 
Those are all related to January 6. 
What did they find? 
No basis to believe the queries were 

reasonably likely to retrieve foreign 
intelligence information or evidence of 
a crime from section 702 of FISA. 

How about this one, this is a favorite, 
19,000 people wanted to donate to a po-
litical campaign. So they donated to 
somebody’s campaign. 

What happened, Mr. Speaker? 
The FBI queried all 19,000 of those 

people. 
Guess what, Mr. Speaker? 
They said that there were only eight 

of these 19,000 who had any ties whatso-
ever to foreign influence. 

They abused the civil liberties of 
19,000 individuals without a reasonable 
basis. 

I could go on here. There are 2,000 
more between April 1, 2020, and March 
31, again, no likelihood of intelligence, 
no likelihood that they will find any-
thing leading to a crime, and it goes on 
and on in this report. 

People say to me: ANDY, why do you 
think we have to have a warrant before 
the Federal Government starts gaining 
access to your personal and private 
telecommunications data? 

It is because the FBI has abused it 
time and time again. 

So when we start looking at this, we 
see other things. 

How about this one. This report lit-
erally came out yesterday on Valen-
tine’s Day. The U.S. intelligence com-
munity asked foreign spy agencies to 
surveil 26 associates of Donald Trump 
in the run-up to the 2016 election. They 
asked 26 foreign spy agencies of the 
Five Eyes to spy. 

Now, who are the Five Eyes? They 
are intelligence gathering organiza-
tions in the U.S., U.K., Canada, Aus-
tralia, and New Zealand. 

They asked them to spy on people 
working in Donald Trump’s campaign. 
There was no basis for it. There was no 
indication that there was any wrong-
doing going on and that they would 
find foreign intelligence, but they had 
something that they wanted to do, and 
that was to craft a narrative. 

Do you know who knew about that, 
Mr. Speaker? 
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