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Internships are particularly valuable
for building the workforce because
they help build the connection from
school to work. For students, they pro-
vide critical work experience that can
help launch their careers with the
practical skills they will need in the
workforce. For the Department, intern-
ships can help support the cyber mis-
sion while building a pipeline to future
employment at DHS.

Importantly, these internships are
paid, ensuring the program is acces-
sible to all. This summer, 85 interns
participated in DHS’ new cyber intern-
ship program.

Enacting this legislation will ensure
that DHS continues the program while
adding new oversight requirements to
keep Congress informed on how the De-
partment is recruiting interns and uti-
lizing the program to support its cyber
mission.

Additionally, my legislation directs
the Department to meet cyber talent
where it is, whether in high school,
community and 4-year colleges, tech-
nical schools, or graduate school. Re-
cruiting cyber talent from a broad
range of educational institutions will
result in a bigger pool of applicants
and reflect best practices that more
employers should implement.

I thank Cybersecurity and Infra-
structure Protection Subcommittee
Chairman GARBARINO for cosponsoring
this bill and my colleagues on the
House Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity for supporting it at our markup in
September. I look forward to similar
bipartisan support in the full House.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. GREEN of Tennessee. Mr. Speak-
er, I reserve the balance of my time.

Ms. CLARKE of New York. Mr.
Speaker, the DHS Cybersecurity In-
ternship Program Act will advance our
shared goal of strengthening the Amer-
ican cyber workforce while supporting
DHS’ effort to recruit the next genera-
tion of cyber talent and to defend the
homeland.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
vote ‘‘yes’” on H.R. 9689, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

Mr. GREEN of Tennessee. Mr. Speak-
er, I again urge my colleagues to sup-
port H.R. 9689, and I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Tennessee (Mr.
GREEN) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 9689.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

DHS SPECIAL EVENTS PROGRAM
AND SUPPORT ACT

Mr. GREEN of Tennessee. Mr. Speak-
er, I move to suspend the rules and
pass the bill (H.R. 6229) to amend the

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

Homeland Security Act of 2002 to au-
thorize a program to assess the threat,
vulnerability, and consequences of ter-
rorism or other security threats, as ap-
propriate, to certain events, and for
other purposes.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 6229

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“DHS Special
Events Program and Support Act”.

SEC. 2. DHS SPECIAL EVENTS PROGRAM.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subtitle H of title VIII of
the Homeland Security Act of 2002 (6 U.S.C.
451 et seq.) is amended by adding at the end
the following new section:

“SEC. 890E. SPECIAL EVENTS PROGRAM.

‘“(a) IN GENERAL.—There is authorized
within the Department a program to assess
the threat, vulnerability, and consequences
of terrorism or other security threats, as ap-
propriate, at certain special events in ac-
cordance with subsection (b).

““(b) REQUIREMENTS.—The program author-
ized under subsection (a) shall—

‘(1) apply to special events that are pre-
planned and not designated as National Spe-
cial Security Events by the Secretary;

‘(2) include a standard process for Federal,
State, local, Tribal, and territorial officials
to voluntarily submit to the Secretary re-
quests for a special event rating that could
result in direct support for security and situ-
ational awareness for such special event;

‘(3) maintain a risk-based methodology to
assess ratings requests, including requests
submitted pursuant to paragraph (2), that
considers the anticipated attendance by
United States officials or foreign dignitaries,
the size and venue of the special event, cred-
ible threats of terrorism or other security
threats, and other homeland security infor-
mation, as appropriate; and

‘“(4) include a process for expedited consid-
eration and, where appropriate, a process for
the reassessment, of a special event rating.

“(c) SUPPORT TO SPECIAL EVENTS.—For
purposes of protecting a special event de-
scribed in subsection (b), the Secretary may
provide security and situational awareness
support to a Federal, State, local, Tribal, or
territorial official at the request of an appro-
priate Federal, State, local, Tribal, or terri-
torial official.

‘“(d) ANNUAL REPORTS.—Not later than one
year after the date of the enactment of this
section and annually thereafter, the Sec-
retary shall submit to the Committee on
Homeland Security of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Committee on Home-
land Security and Governmental Affairs of
the Senate a report on the program author-
ized under subsection (a). Each such report
shall include information relating to the fol-
lowing:

‘(1) The total number of special events
submitted to the program authorized under
subsection (a) in the prior year, including
the number of special events at each rating
level.

‘“(2) The total number of events in the
prior year for which the Secretary des-
ignated a Federal coordinator or coordinated
security and situational awareness support,
including a summary of Federal support pro-
vided.

‘“(3) The total number of requests for spe-
cial event rating reassessment under sub-
section (b)(4), including the following:

‘““(A) The identification of the requesting
entity.
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‘“(B) The special event name, date, and lo-
cation.

‘“(C) The initial and final rating deter-
mination.

‘(D) The justification for such final rating
determination.

‘‘(e) PERIODIC ASSESSMENTS.—Not later
than one year after the date of the enact-
ment of this section and every five years
thereafter, the Secretary shall submit to the
Committee on Homeland Security of the
House of Representatives and the Committee
on Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs of the Senate an assessment of the pro-
gram authorized under subsection (a).

‘(f) DEFINITION.—In this section, the term
‘homeland security information’ has the
meaning given such term in section 892.”.

(b) MASS GATHERING RESEARCH.—Not later
than one year after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act, the Secretary of Homeland
Security, in coordination with the Undersec-
retary for Science and Technology of the De-
partment of Homeland Security and the offi-
cial responsible for carrying out section 890E
of the Homeland Security Act of 2002, as
added by subsection (a), shall, to the extent
practicable, carry out research and develop-
ment, including operational testing, of tech-
nologies and techniques for enhancing the
Department’s security and situational
awareness support to Federal, State, local,
Tribal, and territorial officials relating to
mass gatherings consistent with applicable
constitutional, privacy, civil rights, and
civil liberties protections.

(c) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of
contents in section 1(b) of the Homeland Se-
curity Act of 2002 is amended by inserting
after the item relating to section 890D the
following new item:

‘“Sec. 890E. Special events program.’’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Tennessee (Mr. GREEN) and the gentle-
woman from New York (Ms. CLARKE)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Tennessee.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. GREEN of Tennessee. Mr. Speak-
er, I ask unanimous consent that all
Members may have 5 legislative days
in which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material
on H.R. 6229.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Tennessee?

There was no objection.

Mr. GREEN of Tennessee. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield myself such time as I may
consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R.
6229, the DHS Special Events Program
and Support Act. I thank the gentle-
woman from Nevada (Ms. TITUS) for
bringing this measure forward.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support the legislation, and I reserve
the balance of my time.

Ms. CLARKE of New York. Mr.
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I
may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R.
6229, the DHS Special Events Program
and Support Act, sponsored by the gen-
tlewoman from Nevada (Ms. TITUS).

H.R. 6229 is a bipartisan bill that
would make our communities safer
during large public events and mass
gatherings by ensuring that our State,
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local, Tribal, and territorial law en-
forcement have access to tools, re-
sources, and help from the Department
of Homeland Security.

We all know that the United States
holds some of the world’s greatest
events, from ©professional football
games to Formula One races, rodeos,
State fairs, NASCAR, and so on. Every
one of these events, big or small, re-
quires security planning and manage-
ment by State, local, Tribal, and terri-
torial officials. Good planning and
management are what it takes to pre-
vent threats at mass gatherings and
public events and, in the event of any
danger, respond quickly and effec-
tively.

H.R. 6229 is an opportunity for Con-
gress to provide our communities with
planning and management resources by
authorizing the Special Event Assess-
ment Rating program, known as the
SEAR program, within DHS.

The SEAR program has had great
success in every one of the States we
represent, helping us ensure safe and
enjoyable experiences at home events,
big and small.

What SEAR does is measure the risk
of a terrorist attack or other hazards,
as appropriate, on a special event.
Events are submitted to DHS by a
State, local, Tribal, or territorial part-
ner for an assessment.

Under the bill, DHS may provide se-
curity coordination and protection sup-
port for events with the most serious
ratings.

Earlier this year in a hearing during
National Police Week, former Atlanta
Chief of Police Rodney Bryant told the
House Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity that the SEAR program and DHS
resources helped him ensure a safe ex-
perience for Americans attending the
Super Bowl and college football playoff
championship.

Looking forward, our communities
are going to need even more help from
DHS through the SEAR program. In
addition to longstanding large-scale
public events like NFL games or New
Year’s celebrations in Times Square,
the United States has a robust and
growing presence on the Formula One
racing circuit, and in just 2 years, we
will be host to the World Cup.
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DHS recently informed Congress that
the World Cup matches across the
country in Atlanta, Boston, Dallas,
Houston, Kansas City, Los Angeles,
Miami, Philadelphia, San Francisco,
Seattle, New York, and New Jersey are
SEAR rated and will need Federal help
to secure their global soccer matches.

Mr. Speaker, it is time we authorize
this critical program and ensure that
these social, sporting, and other events
can be enjoyed freely, safely, and with-
out fear.

Mr. Speaker, I yield 5 minutes to the
gentlewoman from Nevada (Ms. TITUS),
the author of the bill.

Ms. TITUS. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
support of H.R. 6229, the DHS Special
Events Program and Support Act.
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Nevada’s First District, that I am
proud to represent, hosts hundreds of
high-profile events each year that re-
quire considerable security measures
to keep safe the southern Nevadans and
the thousands of visitors who attend
these events.

While State and local law enforce-
ment take the primary responsibility
in providing support for local events,
many occasions, from the Super Bowl
to Formula One races, require addi-
tional Federal support to ensure that
security measures are hardened to pre-
vent and protect against bad actors in-
tending to do harm.

Through October of this year, about
35 million visitors have come to Las
Vegas. This includes 5 million who
came for conventions, 330,000 who at-
tended the Super Bowl, and 300,000 who
were there recently for Formula One.

Major events like this don’t just
occur in my district. They occur all
around the country. Our country hosts
some of the world’s greatest events, as
you have heard. In communities across
the United States, special events rou-
tinely draw visitors from around the
country and around the world, necessi-
tating large-scale security coordina-
tion and assistance from the Federal
Government.

Our next decade will be crucial for
the United States as we host several
large-scale events that will draw mil-
lions of visitors. These will require en-
hanced security coordination. They in-
clude the World Cup, the Summer
Olympic and Paralympic Games, Men’s
and Women’s Rugby World Cup, and
the Winter Olympic and Paralympic
Games, that in addition will give our
country the opportunity to show off to
the rest of the world that we are the
unparalleled sports, entertainment,
and hospitality capital.

My bill, H.R. 6229, the DHS Special
Events Program and Support Act, will
enable the Federal Government to sup-
port these local jurisdictions in safely
hosting these events.

The SEAR program within DHS helps
to provide this supplemental Federal
support on an ad hoc basis, but it has
never been authorized into law. This
legislation does just that and in turn
fortifies the existing program to better
equip law enforcement authorities to
prevent, mitigate, and respond to
threats to events that happen in all our
districts.

Importantly, it codifies the standard-
ized SEAR process into law, ensures
DHS maintains its risk-based method-
ology for event review, and allows ex-
pedited consideration or reconsider-
ation of events that receive an initial
SEAR designation.

I thank Representative RICHARD HUD-
SON of North Carolina for partnering
with me on this legislation to codify
the SEAR program, as well as Rep-
resentatives ROBERT MENENDEZ of New
Jersey, ANTHONY D’ESPOSITO of New
York, and JARED MOSKOWITZ of Florida
for cosponsoring the bill. I thank the
chairman and ranking member for
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bringing it to the floor, and I urge all
Members to vote in support of this bi-
partisan measure.

Ms. CLARKE of New York. Mr.
Speaker, I yield myself the balance of
my time for closing.

Mr. Speaker, authorizing SEAR’s
great work will ensure that DHS may
continue providing risk assessments
and support to certain preplanned spe-
cial events across the United States.

I thank Representatives TITUS of Ne-
vada and HUDSON of North Carolina for
introducing this bill, which will
strengthen Homeland Security and pro-
tect our greatest community events
from terrorism or other security
threats.

Mr. Speaker, I urge all my colleagues
to vote ‘‘yes’” on H.R. 6229, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

Mr. GREEN of Tennessee. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield myself the balance of my
time.

Mr. Speaker, I again urge my col-
leagues to support H.R. 6229, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Tennessee (Mr.
GREEN) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 6229.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

————

VETERANS EXPEDITED TSA
SCREENING SAFE TRAVEL ACT

Mr. GREEN of Tennessee. Mr. Speak-
er, I move to suspend the rules and
pass the bill (H.R. 7365) to provide
PreCheck to certain severely injured or
disabled veterans, and for other pur-
poses, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 7365

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘Veterans
Expedited TSA Screening Safe Travel Act”
or the “VETS Safe Travel Act”.

SEC. 2. AVAILABILITY OF PRECHECK PROGRAM
TO CERTAIN SEVERELY INJURED OR
DISABLED VETERANS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 44927 of title 49,
United States Code, is amended by adding at
the end the following new subsection:

“(g) AVAILABILITY OF PRECHECK PROGRAM
TO CERTAIN SEVERELY INJURED OR DISABLED
VETERANS.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—A veteran described in
paragraph (2) is eligible for security screen-
ing under the PreCheck Program under sec-
tion 44919 at no cost to the veteran if the vet-
eran is able to meet the background check
and other security requirements for partici-
pation in the Program.

‘“(2) VETERANS DESCRIBED.—A veteran de-
scribed in this paragraph is a veteran who—

‘“(A) is enrolled in the patient enrollment
system of the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs established and operated under section
1705 of title 38, United States Code;
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