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This year’s theme, ‘‘Our Rights, Our 

Future, Our Now,’’ is a call to address 
the formidable year of human rights 
suppression, wartime atrocities, and 
transactional democracy, including re-
newed hostilities between Israel and 
Hamas, the ongoing crisis in Haiti, and 
backsliding democracies in the Sahel 
region of Africa. 

Millions worldwide face violations of 
their basic rights, and the very system 
we rely upon is under threat. 

Today, and every day, let us renew 
our commitment to the universal pro-
tection of human rights where all peo-
ple are entitled to live with dignity, re-
spect, and equality. 

f 

CELEBRATING COMPUTER SCIENCE 
EDUCATION WEEK 

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to celebrate 
Computer Science Education Week. 

Computer Science Education Week is 
a chance for students of all ages to 
learn about the importance and bene-
fits of computer science and the end-
less professional opportunities that 
abound with a skills-based education. 

In today’s world, technology influ-
ences every sector: healthcare, agri-
culture, transportation, entertain-
ment, and beyond. 

Yet, many students are growing up 
without exposure to the foundational 
skills that power this innovation. Only 
about one-half of schools in the United 
States offer any kind of computer 
science coursework. That is a gap we 
cannot afford to ignore. 

As co-chair of the bipartisan Career 
and Technical Education Caucus, I 
have been proud to work across the 
aisle to invest in cutting-edge CTE pro-
gramming that, in many cases, now in-
corporates computer science courses. 

Our Nation desperately needs skilled 
workers, and career and technical edu-
cation is a win-win. It can offer reward-
ing professional futures for learners of 
all ages while closing the Nation’s skill 
gap. 

Mr. Speaker, as we celebrate Com-
puter Science Education Week, we rec-
ognize the importance of equipping our 
young people with the skills they need 
to navigate and contribute to an in-
creasingly digital world. 

f 

CONGRESSIONAL APP CHALLENGE 
WINNERS 

(Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise to celebrate our 2024 
Congressional App Challenge winners 
during Computer Science Education 
Week. 

Lydia Denton, an 11th grader, and 
Bethany Denton, a 9th grader from 

Wilson Early College Academy, were 
inspired to create BITES Bento Box 
after seeing a friend with diabetes 
struggle to track blood sugar and accu-
rately dose insulin levels. 

The BITES Bento app pairs a hard-
ware Bento Box with an app to dynami-
cally calculate the macros consumed in 
food. Using the Bento Box to get the 
most accurate information, the user 
can weigh food before and after eating. 

Our winners, who are also sisters, 
demonstrated great application and in-
novation. 

Congratulations to Lydia and Beth-
any on this fantastic accomplishment. 

f 

SAFEGUARDING OUR FREE 
SPEECH 

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, the Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act is 
more than just a defense bill. It is a 
safeguard for free speech. 

How can that be? 
It is because within its pages, Con-

gress took an important step to protect 
the First Amendment by prohibiting 
the Department of Defense from 
partnering with advertising firms such 
as NewsGuard which unfairly targets 
conservative news sources as 
untrustworthy. 

Stopping censorship and ensuring the 
government isn’t using taxpayer dol-
lars to silence viewpoints it doesn’t 
like under the pretense of misinforma-
tion is essential for free press. 

By including this provision, the 
NDAA ensures that Federal agencies 
can’t act as gatekeepers for acceptable 
speech or manipulate the flow of infor-
mation. 

At a time when cancel culture seems 
to have no boundaries, this is a much- 
needed step to keep the government 
out of the business of picking winners 
and losers in the marketplace of ideas, 
especially in information that needs to 
get out to the public. 

The NDAA sends a clear message: 
Free speech isn’t a privilege; it is a 
right for us to know. 

f 

b 1215 

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY 
OF SUZANNE MURRAY 

(Mr. MAGAZINER asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. MAGAZINER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the life and legacy of 
Suzanne Murray, a humanitarian and 
philanthropist who made it her life’s 
work to advocate for women’s edu-
cation. 

Born in Providence, Sue was an ac-
complished student who attended 
Henry Barnard School, the Lincoln 
School, and Radcliffe College, where 
she discovered a passion for education 

and found the love of her life, Terry 
Murray. 

The Murrays settled in Warwick and 
later Narragansett, raising five chil-
dren. 

Sue devoted her time giving back to 
her alma maters, serving as chair of 
the board of the Lincoln School and as 
a trustee at Radcliffe, among many 
other leadership positions. 

In 2003, Lincoln named its middle 
school the Murray Middle School in her 
honor. 

In 1997, Sue and Terry cofounded the 
Murray Family Charitable Foundation 
to support education, healthcare, and 
the arts in southern New England. She 
assisted in the founding of Sophia 
Academy, a middle school in Provi-
dence for girls. Her work to expand ac-
cess to education, particularly for 
young women, has made a difference in 
countless lives across Rhode Island and 
beyond. 

I join Sue’s family and loved ones in 
celebrating her remarkable life. 

f 

CELEBRATING RETIREMENT OF 
PETER KIELTY 

(Mrs. RODGERS of Washington asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend her remarks.) 

Mrs. RODGERS of Washington. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to recognize my 
trusted adviser and friend, Peter 
Kielty, who is retiring at the end of 
this year. 

Peter has served the House Energy 
and Commerce Committee with dis-
tinction for 25 years, including cur-
rently as general counsel. 

Former Chair Fred Upton said: Peter 
worked as hard as the day is long and 
is a part of the legacy of its success. 

Former Chair Greg Walden said: In a 
town filled with attention seekers, 
Peter worked harder than anyone I 
know to put the committee and its 
members in the spotlight and never 
himself. The committee, the Congress, 
and the country are better off because 
of Peter Kielty. 

I echo those sentiments, but to me, it 
is his charm, wit, and relentless kind-
ness that will be his lasting legacy for 
the committee. 

I thank Peter for his public service, 
and I wish him and his wife, Mary, 
nothing but the best in the next chap-
ter of their lives. 

May God bless Peter. 
f 

END HUNGER NOW 
(Mr. MCGOVERN asked and was 

given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, before 
Thanksgiving, I joined the 15th Annual 
March for the Food Bank, a 43-mile 
journey through western Massachu-
setts, led by the incredible Monte 
Belmonte along with Andrew More-
house, the director of the Food Bank of 
Western Massachusetts, and his amaz-
ing team, countless advocates, stu-
dents, and local elected officials. 
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Together, we broke records, raising 

over $600,000, equivalent to 1.7 million 
meals for families in need. I am in-
spired every year by the resilience of 
the walkers and the generosity of the 
community. 

I also want to recognize New England 
Public Media and 93.9, ‘‘The River,’’ for 
amplifying this cause and inspiring 
others to join the fight, but let’s be 
clear. Charity alone cannot end hun-
ger. Congress must do its part by fur-
ther improving our antihunger safety 
net and supporting programs like 
SNAP, WIC, TEFAP, and universal 
school meals nationwide. 

The March for the Food Bank is one 
step we are taking in Massachusetts to 
improve food security. Hunger is solv-
able, and it is time for us to end hunger 
now. 

f 

PEACE THROUGH STRENGTH 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, the military protects the 
freedom of all American families, and 
we must provide adequate support to 
retain our ability to have peace 
through strength. 

Tomorrow, the House will consider 
the Servicemember Quality of Life Im-
provement and National Defense Au-
thorization Act to improve the lives of 
servicemembers and their families and 
strengthen national security with the 
energetic leadership of Chairman MIKE 
ROGERS. 

This bill supports the deployment of 
the National Guard to the southern 
border, deters the Chinese Communist 
Party, combats anti-Semitism, blocks 
war criminal Putin, supports Israel, 
cuts inefficient programs, and guts 
woke programs at the Department of 
Defense. 

The legislation improves the quality 
of life of servicemembers with housing 
upgrades, pay raises, lower healthcare 
wait times, better access to childcare, 
employment support for spouses, and 
more. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops as 
the global war on terrorism continues. 
Open borders for dictators put all 
American families at risk of imminent 
9/11 attacks, as warned by the FBI. 

Trump will reinstitute existing laws 
to protect American families with 
peace through strength. I congratulate 
Chairman-elect BRIAN MAST. 

f 

CINDERELLA STORY OF ASU 
FOOTBALL 

(Mr. STANTON asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. STANTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor a team from my dis-
trict, a team that is a Cinderella story 
for all ages, the Arizona State Univer-
sity football team. 

A couple of years ago, the team was 
in bad shape. This year, the team was 
coming off two straight seasons of only 
three wins, their worst stretch since 
the 1940s. 

Coach Kenny Dillingham was hired a 
couple of years ago, the youngest head 
coach in Division 1 college football. He 
grew up in Phoenix. He worked hard at 
rebuilding this program. 

Their star player, running back Cam 
Skattebo, had only one college scholar-
ship coming out of high school. Ana-
lysts predicted that ASU would finish 
dead last in their first season in the 
Big 12 Conference, 16th out of 16 teams. 

No one believed in them, but they be-
lieved in themselves. They are a testa-
ment to what anyone can achieve when 
they show up, work hard, and are good 
teammates. They won 11–2 this season, 
undefeated at home for the first time 
in 20 years. 

Just this past Saturday, they had a 
massive victory over Iowa State and 
won the Big 12 Conference champion-
ship, solidifying their place as one of 
the best comeback stories in Arizona 
history. 

They are now one of the best teams 
in the United States. No one is under-
estimating them now. Coach 
Dillingham and the people’s Heisman 
winner, Cam Skattebo, and this team 
are easy to root for. They have acti-
vated our valley like never before. On-
ward to Victory and Forks Up. 

f 

CELEBRATING RETIREMENT OF 
COLONEL ROBERT R. ‘‘BART’’ 
BARTRAN 
(Mr. EZELL asked and was given per-

mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. EZELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor Colonel Robert Bartran for 
his remarkable 36 years of dedicated 
service to the Mississippi Army Na-
tional Guard. 

Over the course of his distinguished 
career, Colonel Bartran has exempli-
fied what it means to be a true leader— 
selfless, committed, and always ready 
to serve. 

His service has not only protected 
our Nation but also strengthened our 
State and enriched the communities 
that he has sworn to defend. He has an-
swered the call of duty with distinc-
tion, representing the State of Mis-
sissippi with pride and honor. 

In his role as the director of the 
counterdrug program for the Mis-
sissippi National Guard and as com-
mandant of the Regional Counterdrug 
Training Academy at Naval Air Sta-
tion Meridian, Colonel Bartran has 
made an incredible mark on the battle 
against illegal drugs and organized 
crime. 

His leadership has not only advanced 
the mission but has also guided count-
less servicemembers, empowering them 
to make a difference in their own com-
munities. 

His vision and dedication remain a 
steady force, driving the success of fu-

ture generations of guardsmen and 
-women. 

On behalf of all Mississippians, we 
are deeply grateful for Colonel 
Bartran’s extraordinary contributions 
to our State, Nation, and military. 

I thank Colonel Bartran for his tire-
less commitment, leadership, and un-
wavering service. As he enters this new 
chapter of his life, we wish him nothing 
but success, happiness, and fulfillment. 

f 

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION 
OF H.R. 7673, LIBERTY IN LAUN-
DRY ACT; PROVIDING FOR CON-
SIDERATION OF S. 4199, JUDICIAL 
UNDERSTAFFING DELAYS GET-
TING EMERGENCIES SOLVED ACT 
OF 2024; AND PROVIDING FOR 
CONSIDERATION OF SENATE 
AMENDMENT TO H.R. 5009, WILD-
LIFE INNOVATION AND LON-
GEVITY DRIVER REAUTHORIZA-
TION ACT 
Mr. AUSTIN SCOTT of Georgia. Mr. 

Speaker, by direction of the Com-
mittee on Rules, I call up House Reso-
lution 1612 and ask for its immediate 
consideration. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 1612 
Resolved, That upon adoption of this reso-

lution it shall be in order to consider in the 
House the bill (H.R. 7673) to prohibit the Sec-
retary of Energy from prescribing or enforc-
ing energy conservation standards for 
clothes washers that are not cost-effective or 
technologically feasible, and for other pur-
poses. All points of order against consider-
ation of the bill are waived. The bill shall be 
considered as read. All points of order 
against provisions in the bill are waived. The 
previous question shall be considered as or-
dered on the bill and on any amendment 
thereto to final passage without intervening 
motion except: (1) one hour of debate equally 
divided and controlled by the chair and rank-
ing minority member of the Committee on 
Energy and Commerce or their respective 
designees; and (2) one motion to recommit. 

SEC. 2. Upon adoption of this resolution it 
shall be in order to consider in the House the 
bill (S. 4199) to authorize additional district 
judges for the district courts and convert 
temporary judgeships. All points of order 
against consideration of the bill are waived. 
The bill shall be considered as read. All 
points of order against provisions in the bill 
are waived. The previous question shall be 
considered as ordered on the bill and on any 
amendment thereto to final passage without 
intervening motion except: (1) one hour of 
debate equally divided and controlled by the 
chair and ranking minority member of the 
Committee on the Judiciary or their respec-
tive designees; and (2) one motion to com-
mit. 

SEC. 3. Upon adoption of this resolution it 
shall be in order to take from the Speaker’s 
table the bill (H.R. 5009) to reauthorize wild-
life habitat and conservation programs, and 
for other purposes, with the Senate amend-
ment thereto, and to consider in the House, 
without intervention of any point of order, a 
motion offered by the chair of the Com-
mittee on Armed Services or his designee 
that the House concur in the Senate amend-
ment with an amendment consisting of the 
text of Rules Committee Print 118–52. The 
Senate amendment and the motion shall be 
considered as read. The motion shall be de-
batable for one hour equally divided and con-
trolled by the chair and ranking minority 
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