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shut down government. We must stand 
up to this. 

To the Members of the incoming 
119th Congress, which I will no longer 
be a part of, it is time to control spend-
ing and reclaim that power of the purse 
before it is too late. 

f 

PRESSING ISSUES FOR AMERICA’S 
SMALL BUSINESSES 

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, we 
know that small businesses are really 
the cornerstone of the American econ-
omy. Entry-level jobs and the corner 
mom-and-pop stores are what really 
make a town, a small town, or a neigh-
borhood work well. Yet, the regula-
tions that are being heaped upon them 
make it just about impossible for them 
to go much further to remain in busi-
ness. Year after year there are more 
costs, more paperwork, more things 
that just make it more enticing to re-
tire or go out of business. 

Federal regulations play a big part in 
that. In my home State of California, 
State regulations heaped upon them 
play a big role, as well. So what do we 
get? Some of the bad ideas that come 
out of California are emulated here. 

We had a bill called AB5, also known 
as the ABC worker classification rules. 
What happens? That starts affecting 
what they call gig workers or people 
who are contractors but they are try-
ing to corral them into being employ-
ees mainly so they can be unionized. 
That isn’t it at all. 

Then what happens? AB5 passes in 
California and messes things up for a 
while. They have to pass another law 
to straighten out some part of it in-
cluding things like Uber rides and Lyft 
and things like that. They got an ex-
emption for them. There are a lot of 
other people who have not gotten that 
exemption. 

In D.C., in Congress, after watching 
that mess, after having something at 
least partially corrected that didn’t 
work well, they wanted to emulate 
that with something called the PRO 
Act here last Congress. They want to 
keep on adding more and more to that 
burden. 

What we see, again, in my home 
State of California is our resources 
board came up with more and more 
emissions rules on vehicles. We are not 
talking about being against clean air 
and having more efficient vehicles. 
That comes from the marketplace. It 
comes from technology advancing, as it 
can, instead of State mandates saying 
that we will just force you to electrify 
all vehicles by 2035 or 2040 or 2045 or 
whatever round number fits the nar-
rative that day for a date and time. 

We see that CARB is just choking off 
so much for small businesses and for 
trucking. Trucking is essential to get 
finished products to the store shelves 
and so much of the inputs to a farm or 
to a factory, for example. 

A lot of times a ship will bring things 
into port. A train might move it a long 
way or the truck might move it di-

rectly to where it is needed in manu-
facturing or processing and then it is 
brought to your store shelves. 

Well, those prices just keep going up 
because they force more and more 
mandates on trucks and on loco-
motives. The technology doesn’t even 
exist or certainly hasn’t been perfected 
yet on those diesel engines. Diesel does 
power the country, like it or not. It 
will do so for a long, long time. 

The mandates that they place at 
CARB are making it so much more ex-
pensive. At some point we might have 
to go a few weeks without food and 
other issues, other supplies being on 
the shelves to finally get the point 
across that truckers can’t do it any-
more in my home State. 

You see what farmers go through 
with trying to comply with water sup-
ply issues where more and more water 
is being pushed toward environmental 
water and less toward farming and 
growing food in my home State. 

The San Joaquin Valley has been 
devastated over 2 years with the water 
being taken away and flushed out to 
the delta. It supposedly helped some-
thing called the delta smelt or so- 
called saltwater intrusion coming up to 
the bay and salting the water that gets 
farther inland. 

They don’t need nearly the amount 
of water that is wasted and is going 
through the delta and out to the ocean 
to take care of some of those problems. 

Indeed, the municipalities around the 
delta need to look at how much efflu-
ent they are putting into the delta, 
into that estuary, or into the ocean di-
rectly by not having cleaned up their 
act with the effluent coming out of the 
sewer treatment plant, sometimes just 
straight sewer. The regulations are 
needed on the city folks and not on the 
farmers and not taking away the 
water. 

What I am talking about is that 
these small businesses like farms, like 
downtown, like trucking companies, 
like all that are being devastated by 
regulations. A lot of them start in my 
home State of California but then are 
emulated here in Washington, D.C. 

Mr. Speaker, so often it seems that 
one hasn’t even talked to the other 
about how the rules would be effective, 
how they would actually be dev-
astating, or how they would be imple-
mented in a way that isn’t hurtful. 

Government is supposed to help the 
people. Government is supposed to help 
people whether they are the ones being 
protected by these so-called polluters 
or the ones who need to receive the 
products that they are making. Busi-
ness is a big part of that. 

If we don’t allow these people to be in 
business, then those jobs will be ex-
ported. We will import everything from 
China at lower quality. We need relief 
from that at the Federal level, as well 
as the State level, from this regulatory 
overreach. 

f 

RECESS 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 

declares the House in recess until noon 
today. 

Accordingly (at 11 o’clock and 39 
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 

f 

b 1200 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker at 
noon. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Margaret 
Grun Kibben, offered the following 
prayer: 

Creator God, You have privileged us 
with the mandate to sow seeds of peace 
and love, justice and mercy. You, who 
are the source of all life, have en-
trusted us with the care for one an-
other in the time we share together on 
this great Earth. 

On these men and women in these 
Chambers You have laid the mantle of 
governance and leadership, calling on 
them to be wise in the sowing of wis-
dom, careful in the establishment of 
laws, discerning when making choices 
which will direct the future of our Na-
tion. 

As they bear the concerns of their 
constituents, give them both clarity 
and conscientiousness. May they aim 
for civility and not division. 

May all of us who gather in this place 
who labor for both the welfare of our 
country and the common good of its 
citizens reap the joy of our labors and 
the fruit of our faithfulness as we each 
seek to be good stewards of Your gen-
erous bounty. 

With the guidance of Your spirit to 
lead us this day, we offer our prayer in 
Your sovereign name. 

Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House 
the approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1 of rule I, the 
Journal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentle-
woman from the Virgin Islands (Ms. 
PLASKETT) come forward and lead the 
House in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Ms. PLASKETT led the Pledge of Al-
legiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to 15 requests for 1-minute 
speeches on each side of the aisle. 
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RECOGNIZING YOUNG ATHLETES 

(Mr. TIFFANY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. TIFFANY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize all the young ath-
letes from Wisconsin’s Seventh District 
who competed in the 2024 Wisconsin 
football State championships. 

I congratulate the Owen-Withee 
Blackhawks on winning the program’s 
first-ever State championship, the 
Edgar Wildcats and Coach Jerry Sinz 
on winning the Division 7 State cham-
pionship title for the second year in a 
row, and the Stratford Tigers on win-
ning the Division 5 State championship 
title for the third year in a row, setting 
a WIAA State record with their 10th 
State football title in school history. 

I also wish Stratford’s head coach, 
Jason Tubbs, all the best in retirement 
after 13 seasons with the Tigers. 

Mr. Speaker, I congratulate all of 
these athletes and their coaches on an 
incredible season. 

f 

INTERNATIONAL DAY OF PERSONS 
WITH DISABILITIES 

(Ms. PLASKETT asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. PLASKETT. Mr. Speaker, today 
I rise to acknowledge International 
Day of Persons with Disabilities, which 
is observed annually on December 3. 

Mr. Speaker, 1 in 4, approximately 70 
million, adults in the United States re-
port having a disability. In the Virgin 
Islands, my home, approximately 10,000 
people report having a disability. 

Despite significant progress within 
the disability rights movement, in De-
cember 2022, 40 percent of adults with 
disabilities reported experiencing un-
fair treatment and discrimination. 

As elected officials and legislators, 
we have a special responsibility to ad-
vocate for the rights of persons with 
disabilities. We must pass legislation 
that supports their right to affordable, 
accessible, and quality housing; edu-
cational opportunities; healthcare; 
technology services; transportation; 
and rights of work. 

We must continuously champion 
policies that improve and make the 
world a more equitable place for all 
Americans. 

Today and every day, I remain dedi-
cated to creating a barrier-free world 
that values the diversity and unique-
ness of each individual. 

f 

RECOGNIZING IMPORTANCE OF 
CORRECTIONAL OFFICERS 

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise to recognize the im-
portance of our Nation’s correctional 
officers. 

The correctional officers at the Bu-
reau of Prisons facilities across my dis-
trict and nationwide are the backbone 
of our correctional systems. These 
dedicated professionals work tirelessly 
and are critical to maintaining safety 
and security within our Federal correc-
tional facilities and detention centers. 

Unfortunately, the Bureau of Prisons 
has faced unprecedented challenges in 
recruiting and retaining correctional 
staff. Multiple BOP facilities in Penn-
sylvania’s 15th Congressional District 
are understaffed by at least 20 percent 
of their authorized levels. 

Under current law, these essential 
workers may not receive pay during a 
government shutdown. Uncertainty 
over when the next paycheck will ar-
rive should not exacerbate the staffing 
shortages and difficult conditions of 
working in a prison environment. 

Yesterday, I introduced the Keep our 
Correctional Officers Paid Act, which 
would guarantee that correctional offi-
cers who are required to show up to 
work every day of the year continue to 
receive a paycheck in the event of a 
government shutdown. 

Mr. Speaker, this crucial legislation 
recognizes the unwavering, dedicated 
work of correction officers in ensuring 
public safety and provides the Bureau 
of Prisons’ staff with certainty. I urge 
my colleagues to support this critical 
legislation. 

f 

RECOGNIZING AARON POINTER 
(Ms. STRICKLAND asked and was 

given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Ms. STRICKLAND. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize the life and 
service of Aaron Pointer, who is retir-
ing from the Metro Parks Tacoma 
board after more than 20 years of serv-
ice. 

During his career in professional 
sports and public service, Aaron has 
broken records and barriers and ex-
panded recreation opportunities in 
Pierce County. 

While growing up in Oakland, Cali-
fornia, Aaron was passionate about all 
sports and played basketball and base-
ball at the University of San Fran-
cisco. 

In 1961, he signed a contract with the 
Houston Colt .45s, which is today 
known as the Astros. Aaron was often 
the only Black player on the team and 
faced prejudice and discrimination, in-
cluding being forced to eat, travel, and 
stay in lodging separate from his White 
teammates. 

Despite this, Aaron broke records on 
the field and became the last pro base-
ball player to hit over .400. 

After retiring as a player, Aaron con-
tinued his exceptional career in sports 
through officiating football. He was the 
first Black official in the Pac-10 Con-
ference, and in 1978, he became an NFL 
referee, where he officiated for 17 
years. 

He empowered the next generation of 
athletes with Pierce County Parks, 

where he supervised sports leagues and 
athletics for young people. He has also 
been a longtime member of the Tacoma 
Pierce County Black Collective, work-
ing for more equitable education, 
healthcare, and economic opportunity 
for the Black community. 

I am so proud to recognize Aaron for 
his impactful career at the highest lev-
els of professional sports, and I thank 
him for his years of service to our com-
munity. 

f 

EDUCATION DEPARTMENT’S SE-
VERE, REPEATED AUDIT FAIL-
URES ARE EMBARRASSING 

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, the Biden- 
Harris Education Department has once 
again failed America’s hardworking 
taxpayers. 

For 3 years in a row, the Education 
Department failed its audit. In other 
words, the Education Department has 
been unable to manage effectively, effi-
ciently, or with any sense of accuracy 
the resources entrusted to it. 

Accuracy, transparency, and consist-
ency are critical when it comes to 
managing finances. The Education De-
partment has taken a different ap-
proach. Its student loan data was full 
of errors, and it made up estimates it 
could not defend to its auditor. 

Bungling and bad budgeting appear 
to be the Education Department’s blue-
print. I can’t tell if this is due to gen-
eral ineptness or deliberate wasteful 
spending of taxpayer dollars, but I can 
tell you it is an embarrassment. The 
American people deserve better. 

f 

THANKING REPRESENTATIVE 
DEBBIE LESKO 

(Mrs. RODGERS of Washington asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend her remarks.) 

Mrs. RODGERS of Washington. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to thank and cel-
ebrate the leadership and commitment 
of my good friend, Congresswoman 
DEBBIE LESKO from the great State of 
Arizona, for her 16 years of public serv-
ice in the Arizona House of Representa-
tives, the Arizona Senate, and now the 
United States House of Representa-
tives. 

As chair of the House Energy and 
Commerce Committee, I have wit-
nessed Congresswoman DEBBIE LESKO 
as a fierce advocate for her district and 
a real ally in advocating for American 
technological and energy leadership. 
She has also served as our Oversight 
and Investigations Subcommittee vice 
chair. 

Her spirit and determination have 
made our committee and the House of 
Representatives as a whole a better 
place. 

I look forward to seeing Congress-
woman LESKO succeed in her new role, 
and I know she will bring that same 
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