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children, 15 grandchildren, and 5 great-
grandchildren.

With bravery and commitment, Allen
Gang served this Nation contributing
to the freedoms we enjoy today.

May he rest in peace.

SHOPPING SMALL BUSINESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Iowa (Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS) for 5 min-
utes.

Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS. Mr. Speaker,
I rise today in recognition of the eco-
nomic heartbeat of Iowa, our small
businesses.

In Towa, over 99 percent of businesses
are small, many of which are family-
owned. That is over 282,000 small busi-
nesses employing more than 616,000
people.

At a time of great economic uncer-
tainty across the country, Iowa has
been a beacon of hope and proven to be
one of the best States to own and oper-
ate a business.

This past weekend, we celebrated
Small Business Saturday encouraging
folks to shop local for the holidays. As
we approach Christmas and the New
Year, I encourage Iowans and Ameri-
cans everywhere to continue sup-
porting small businesses and shopping
local during this holiday season.

Small businesses are the backbone of
our economy, and without them, we
don’t have large businesses and our Na-
tion’s economic engine would falter.

I ask my colleagues to join me in rec-
ognizing the vital contributions of
small businesses in Iowa and across the
country, and to continue advocating
for their success.

RECOGNIZING IOWA REGIONAL TEACHER OF THE
YEAR KAITLIN MAHONEY

Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS. Mr. Speaker,
I rise today to recognize the first-ever
Iowa Regional Teacher of the Year,
Mrs. Kaitlin Mahoney. Mrs. Mahoney
has taught at Bettendorf High School
for 11 years, molding the minds of our
future generations.

Mrs. Mahoney believes that edu-
cation begins with the ability to en-
gage students. She has worked vigor-
ously to adapt the school algebra cur-
riculum, enabling hundreds of students
to move on to higher education. She
also works as a student counselor,
pushing students toward achievements
previously unthinkable.

It is the creativity and passion of
educators like Mrs. Mahoney that will
push this Nation across the finish line
of our educational goals. The fostering
of our youth must be at the forefront
of concern in this Nation if it is to re-
main the greatest country in the
world.

She will be competing against other
finalists for the title of the 2025 Iowa
Educator of the Year, the winner of
which will be announced later this
year. I wish Mrs. Mahoney all the luck
in the world.
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MAINTAINING THE VALUES OF AMERICAN
DEMOCRACY

Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS. Mr. Speaker,
I rise today in support of H.R. 5349, the
Crucial Communism Teaching Act.

This important bill directs the Vic-
tims of Communism Memorial Founda-
tion to develop a curriculum that
teaches high school students about the
dangers of communism and its conflict
with the values of American democ-
racy.

As communist nations continue
ramping up their aggression toward the
U.S., it is crucial that we educate the
next generation on the stark realities
of totalitarian regimes and human suf-
fering caused by communism.

By providing students with these
critical resources, we can help them
understand the importance of liberty,
individual rights, free markets, and the
constitutional principles that define
our Nation. This bill will prepare our
young people to be responsible citizens
who can safeguard the freedoms we
hold dear.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support H.R. 5349 and ensure that fu-
ture generations are educated on the
lessons of history.

RECOGNIZING THE IOWA COMPUTER SCIENCE

TECHNOLOGY ASSOCIATION

Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS. Mr. Speaker,
I rise today to recognize the Iowa Com-
puter Science Technology Association
for helping Iowa rank amongst the top
10 States in the Nation for providing
access to high-quality computer
science education.

Iowa’s top 10 ranking in the 2023-2024
academic year of computer science
class availability beats the national
average by 24 percent, with 84 percent
of public schools offering computer
science classes.

With computer and information tech-
nology jobs rising exponentially across
the United States, the efforts of these
passionate educators will be reflected
in the success of Iowa’s youth as they
set the standard in the workforce.

As we move forward in the ever-
changing technological climate, it is
imperative that we continue to develop
innovative ways of helping our stu-
dents achieve success, not only on the
national stage, but on the world stage,
as well.

This is a win for the people of Iowa
and for America. The fight for edu-
cational success is never over, and we
must continue to prioritize education,
continually aiming for a brighter fu-
ture for our students.

HONORING THE 83RD ANNIVERSARY OF PEARL

HARBOR

Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS. Mr. Speaker,
I rise today as Saturday, December 7,
will be the honoring and remembering
of the 83rd anniversary of the attack
on Pearl Harbor, a day that will live in
infamy, a day that claimed the lives of
2,403 American heroes.

On December 7, 1941, a peaceful Sun-
day morning was torn apart when
Japan launched a surprise assault on
our naval base in Hawaii. Ships were

December 5, 2024

sunk, planes were destroyed, and lives
were lost. Indeed, there is the USS Ari-
zona Memorial that remains there
today.

From this devastating attack, our
Nation’s strength and unity emerged.
Pearl Harbor awakened an unshakable
spirit of patriotism and resolve. Ameri-
cans, ordinary men and women, an-
swered the call to defend freedom and
protect the ideals that make this coun-
try great and that continued democ-
racy throughout the world.

Let us honor those who sacrificed ev-
erything and remember their courage
and dedication. Their legacy lives on in
the enduring strength of this Nation,
which will never falter in the face of
adversity and will always stand for
freedom and justice.

——

FROM DETROIT TO BHOPAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Michigan (Ms. TLAIB) for 5 minutes.

Ms. TLAIB. Mr. Speaker, from De-
troit to Bhopal, we have a right to
breathe clean air. This week marks 40
years since the Bhopal chemicals dis-
aster in India, and the survivors are
still sick and waiting for justice.

Union Carbide, driven by corporate
greed, caused one of the worst chemical
disasters in history, poisoning the resi-
dents and communities.

I was honored to meet some of the
survivors and proud to join them in
their fight for justice. I joined Senator
MERKLEY and Representative JAYAPAL
to introduce a resolution reaffirming
the need for stronger laws to prevent
these tragedies and keep communities
safe.

Many of our communities in Michi-
gan’s 12th District live in shadows of
corporate polluters, so this fight is per-
sonal to me. We are tired of greedy cor-
porations poisoning our communities
and getting away with it.

In the Bhopal chemical disaster,
around 20,000 people were killed when
poison gas was released into the air.
Nearly half a million people have suf-
fered illnesses and premature death
after the initial incident.

Of course, the U.S. refused to extra-
dite the CEO of Union Carbide, the
company that owned and ran the Bho-
pal facility, to face criminal charges.

We need and deserve a better world,
not a world where the color of your
skin, your income, or your neighbor-
hood where you were born puts you at
a higher risk of being exposed to pollu-
tion that causes disease and death.

We see it in places like Detroit and
Dearborn’s Southend communities
where there are higher rates of cancer
and asthma. We cannot tolerate a
world where corporations take all of
the profit and none of the liability.

Dow Chemical knowingly took re-
sponsibility for this disaster when it
bought the company. Yet, they still re-
fused to compensate the survivors. Dow
was headquartered in Michigan, and if
they think their actions are just going
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to be lost in history, well, I am here to
say they have got another thing com-
ing. Dow must pay what is owed to the
people of Bhopal.
MICHIGAN EDUCATION COMPLIANCE FOR
STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES

Ms. TLAIB. Mr. Speaker, this is a
plea on behalf 182,000 families who will
have students with disabilities in
Michigan. Year after year, we continue
to fall short on the promise to fully
fund the Individuals with Disabilities
Education Act, which many call IDEA.

Failing to help our students to ob-
tain the services they need to learn is,
again, years that we cannot get back
for our children. With this shortfall, we
continue to undermine our students
with disabilities.

The education gap is continuing to
widen. There is currently a 22 percent
drop-out rate for students with disabil-
ities in Michigan, where, for non-
disabled students it is only 8 percent.

O 1015

Schools use assessments to measure
student proficiency and achievement,
and under the IDEA, students with dis-
abilities are expected to participate in
State assessments.

However, every year between 2017 and
2022, the State of Michigan has re-
quested the Department of Education
to approve a waiver to increase the 1
percent gap required by the Federal
Government for the number of students
with disabilities who can take Michi-
gan’s alternative assessment. It is be-
cause we are at double.

We often don’t do enough to support
our kids who need to go through this,
nor do we advise our parents properly.
Budget cuts often shortchange individ-
ualized learning, plans that are crucial
for students with disabilities.

However, according to the Autism
Alliance of Michigan, the dropout rate
for students with disabilities is double
the amount. Disparities are even worse
for students of color with disabilities.

We need to fully fund IDEA, and we
know that will help Michigan serve our
students. It will help reduce the
amount of inappropriate assessments
and improve access to information and
support for our school districts.

It is disheartening to see the State of
Michigan’s Department of Education
now before an administrative hearing
judge because they are not in compli-
ance with the Federal laws. This is the
first time in 27 years that our U.S. De-
partment of Education had to drag a
State through an administrative hear-
ing process. It is shameful that we are
at this point after over a year of nego-
tiations.

We have to do better. These are our
children, and again, we cannot get
these years back for them. We have to
do right.

TRUMP TARIFFS WOULD BE DEVASTATING

Ms. TLAIB. Mr. Speaker, Detroit is
not only the most beautiful, Blackest
city in the country, but it also houses
the most important trade corridor in
the Nation. Mr. Speaker, 27 percent of
trade comes through our amazing city.
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Tariffs are one tool, but they have
costs and benefits that must be consid-
ered regarding trade. Used strategi-
cally, we know they can help new in-
dustries, support resilient supply
chains, and even promote high-road
labor as well as environmental prac-
tices.

However, the cost of Trump’s tariffs
proposal would be devastating for our
families—take our auto industry, for
instance. The U.S. relies on $97 billion
worth of auto parts and millions of fin-
ished vehicles from Canada and Mex-
ico, but Trump’s tariffs, as it is now,
would raise the price of new cars by
$3,000. Our families cannot afford that
cost.

What about our grocery costs? More
than half of our fruits and vegetables
come from Canada and Mexico. My
residents are already struggling to
cover the rising prices of groceries.
Again, we cannot toy with our resi-
dents’ ability to put food on the table
or provide for their families.

———

JUST SAY NO TO GRANTS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
California (Mr. McCLINTOCK) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. McCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker,
most of the stories we read every day
about outrageous government waste
stems from a category of government
funding called grants.

From the $3 million grant to study
how hamsters fight each other to the
$3.7 million in grants given to the
Wuhan virology lab that likely un-
leashed COVID upon the world, these
are the very essence of government
waste.

Government grants fall into two
major varieties: gifts of public money
for every cause under the Sun and
grants for local projects of every vari-
ety.

They are all for good causes. They go
to universities, companies, NGOs, civic
groups, charities, local governments,
State governments, and do-gooders of
every Kkind, all promising some public
benefit.

Unfortunately, by their very nature,
they are plagued with lax oversight,
political favoritism, little followup,
and questionable benefits. Indeed,
much of the grant money doled out
each year disappears into the salaries
of various groups and agencies that
will then write glowing reports of their
work and apply for more grants next
year in an ever-expanding litany of
waste.

There is never a shortage of highly
paid grant application writers eager to
make that case.

“Personally, I liked the university,”
says Dan AKkroyd’s character in
“Ghostbusters.” ‘“They gave us money
and facilities. We didn’t have to
produce anything. You have never been
out of college. You don’t know what it
is like out there. I have worked in the
private sector. They expect results.”
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If the Federal Government needs a
particular good or service that it can’t
produce itself, it should send out a re-
quest for a proposal specifying what it
needs and then award a contract to the
lowest responsible bidder to provide it.
Then, the contractor should be held ac-
countable for delivering that good or
service.

Another major class of grant recipi-
ents are local and State governments.
Who can begrudge grants for law en-
forcement, wastewater treatment,
transportation, homeless shelters, or
schools? Yet, all of these grant pro-
grams beg a fundamental question: If a
project exclusively benefits a local
community, shouldn’t it be paid for ex-
clusively by that local community?

Why should the taxpayers in Poca-
tello be forced to pay for sidewalks in
Poughkeepsie? Robbing St. Petersburg
to pay Saint Paul turns our Federal
Treasury into a grab bag for local pork
projects that destroys the entire con-
cept of New Federalism.

Local decisions and local money
should be made and spent locally.

By definition, local grants are lower
priority projects that simply can’t
make the cut when local governments
are measuring their own local needs
against their own local resources. They
only make economic sense if somebody
else can be stuck with the tab, and
that is what grants do.

Money flows from politically power-
less communities to politically power-
ful ones, often for frivolous projects
that don’t merit a place in local budg-
ets. Because these Federal grants come
with lots of strings attached, they are
also inefficiently applied. But who
cares since it is all free money?

A very simple test should be applied
to this class of grants. If the project
exclusively benefits a local commu-
nity, that local community should pay
for it. With that burden also comes the
freedom to spend those dollars exactly
as they are most needed. Federal re-
sources should be reserved for projects
that benefit the entire country. That is
the difference between the Federal
interstate highway system and a local
street.

This is not a small matter. Between
2016 and 2020, Federal grant spending
ballooned from $675 billion to $972 bil-
lion, and that is exclusive of Medicaid
grants to States. That is nearly half of
the annual Federal deficit right there.

Weeding them out or reforming them
is no easy task because a thriving po-
litical ecosystem of wealth and favor
supports them. In last year’s spending
spree, both parties indulged themselves
with 8,222 congressional earmarks, a
particular subset of grant spending
where individual Congressmen hand-
pick their recipients.

Here is a modest proposal for the
DOGE boys: Stop the cash bonanza to
every self-described deserving cause
and influential community with a good
grant writer. Budget writers and appro-
priators should look with extreme
skepticism on every grant that awards
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