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Mrs. LEE CARTER: Mr. Speaker, as 

the proud Representative of the 18th 
Congressional District of Houston, 
Texas, I have the distinct privilege of 
serving a diverse, resilient, and caring 
community. 

On this day, I am proud to honor 
someone who exemplifies those values, 
a favorite daughter, as I am, of the 18th 
Congressional District in Houston, 
Texas, Beyonce Giselle Knowles-Carter. 

As a global music icon with a stag-
gering 99 Grammy nominations, 
Beyonce stands as the most nominated 
Grammy artist in history. This year, 
her nominations hold particular sig-
nificance as they honor ‘‘Cowboy Car-
ter,’’ a poignant tribute often described 
as her American requiem and a cele-
bration of her Southern heritage. 

This groundbreaking album not only 
earned Beyonce her eighth number one 
album, but also made her the first 
Black woman to top the country album 
charts. 

However, ‘‘Cowboy Carter’’ is not 
just a country album. It is a Beyonce 
album. She is not just a global music 
icon. She is also a champion for women 
and children. 

Beyonce’s roots remain firmly plant-
ed in ‘‘H-town’’ where she has contrib-
uted so much to our community in 
ways that extend far beyond her music, 
through her tireless work in giving 
back to children in need. 

One of the most notable aspects of 
Beyonce’s philanthropic efforts is her 
strong dedication to children and fami-
lies, which perfectly aligns with to-
day’s celebration of World Children’s 
Day, originally established in 1954 as 
Universal Children’s Day 70 years ago. 

This annual day promotes inter-
national togetherness, raises awareness 
of the needs of children worldwide, and 
underscores the importance of improv-
ing their welfare. 

My mother, the late, great Congress-
woman Sheila Jackson Lee, cared deep-
ly about children, and as a founding 
member and co-chair of the Congres-
sional Children’s Caucus, she cham-
pioned their welfare with unwavering 
devotion. It is my hope that we never 
lose sight of how our work shapes the 
dreams and futures of children in the 
United States and across the world. 

Children are the future, and Beyonce 
has always understood the importance 
of protecting and nurturing their well- 
being, education, and opportunities. 

Through her BeyGOOD Foundation, 
which she launched more than a decade 
ago, Beyonce has championed eco-
nomic equity initiatives to improve 
the lives of children and families in 
need. 

One of her most significant contribu-
tions came in the aftermath of Hurri-
cane Harvey in 2017. The storm dev-
astated Houston and surrounding 
areas, displacing over 30,000 families 
and causing an estimated $125 billion in 
damage across Texas. 

While many were overwhelmed by 
the scale of the destruction, Beyonce 
immediately stepped up for her beloved 

hometown. Through BeyGOOD, she 
provided food, emergency housing, and 
financial support to families in crisis. 
Her collaboration with Bread of Life, a 
local nonprofit, ensured that children 
and their families had the resources 
they needed to recover and rebuild. 

Beyond disaster relief, Beyonce has 
championed education by breaking 
down barriers for young people, par-
ticularly young Black women, through 
her Formation Scholars Award. This 
scholarship has empowered dozens of 
students to pursue higher education 
and create opportunities that changed 
their lives. 

Beyonce’s efforts also encompass ad-
dressing the housing crisis with a focus 
on supporting unhoused families and 
youth who are disproportionately af-
fected. Her collaboration on the 
Knowles-Roland House project in the 
18th Congressional District provides 
housing, mental health support, and 
job training to vulnerable families in 
Houston, offering them a path toward 
freedom, stability, and hope. 

With the love and support of her 
mother, Tina Knowles; father, Mathew 
Knowles; sister, Solange; husband and 
three children, she has shared her time, 
talent, and treasure to help others. 

As we recognize World Children’s 
Day, we also celebrate leaders like 
Beyonce who use their influence to up-
lift communities. Her work reminds us 
that when we invest in our youth, we 
invest in a brighter future for every-
one. Her example inspires all to do 
more to ensure every child grows up in 
an environment where they can thrive. 

On behalf of Houston’s 18th Congres-
sional District, I thank Beyonce for 
being an advocate for children and 
families. May we all get in formation 
to create better outcomes for children. 

We look forward to welcoming 
Beyonce back to ‘‘H-town’’ on Decem-
ber 25 as the truly irreplaceable daugh-
ter who gives us energy and lets us 
know that girls can run the world. 

f 

HONORING VETERAN OF THE 
MONTH ANDREW VEASMAN 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
RULLI). The Chair recognizes the gen-
tleman from Missouri (Mr. ALFORD) for 
5 minutes. 

Mr. ALFORD. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
honor our November Veteran of the 
Month, Andrew Veasman, who was an 
E4 specialist in the U.S. Army. 

Andrew deployed to Iraq with the 
504th Military Police Battalion from 
2007 to 2008. While he was in Iraq, one 
of the main jobs he had was convoy se-
curity where he was responsible for 
providing protection from enemy at-
tacks to ensure the safety of American 
troops and critical assets were in place. 

Some of his duties in convoy security 
included reconnaissance, security, es-
corting, and establishing a combat re-
action force. 

Andrew’s fondest memory from his 
deployment was praying together for 
safety before each and every mission. 

Andrew was honorably discharged in 
2014 and joined the Missouri National 
Guard in 2024 as a mechanic. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank Andrew for his 
dedication and his service. 

b 1030 

HONORING CUMMINGS MEN’S WEAR 
Mr. ALFORD. Mr. Speaker, I rise 

today to honor our November Small 
Business of the Month from the Fourth 
Congressional District of Missouri, 
Cummings Men’s Wear, owned by Jen-
nifer and David Cummings, friends of 
mine. 

This fantastic business, on the his-
toric downtown Clinton Square, just 
celebrated 40 years of outstanding busi-
ness. 

Mr. Speaker, in case you are looking 
for a new suit, they have got you cov-
ered. Cummings Men’s Wear offers a se-
lection of suits, sport coats, dress 
shirts, polos, golf shirts, and so much 
more. From fun holiday socks to tux-
edos, Cummings Men’s Wear has you 
covered. 

Over the past four decades, Cum-
mings Men’s Wear has become a trust-
ed institution, known not only for its 
exceptional selection of men’s fashion 
but also for its personalized service and 
longstanding relationships with their 
customers, who aren’t just customers 
but they are friends. 

This store is a symbol of excellence 
and style, sophistication, and profes-
sionalism with a loyal and appreciative 
clientele. 

Missouri’s Fourth District is grateful 
to have such a community-invested, 
family-owned business. 

Congratulations to David and Jen-
nifer Cummings for menswear on the 
square, for 40 years of success and 
great men’s clothing. 

f 

RECOGNIZING FAMILY AND COM-
MUNITY ENGAGEMENT LIAISONS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
California (Mr. CORREA) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. CORREA. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the family and com-
munity engagement liaisons across Or-
ange County and this Nation. 

Family and community liaisons play 
an important role in collaborating with 
health facilities and community re-
source centers to ensure that families 
have access to the support they need in 
their academic, professional, and over-
all community success. 

In my own district, Santa Ana Uni-
fied School District is home to 54 dedi-
cated liaisons who work around the 
clock to bridge the gap between schools 
and families, to ensure that every child 
and parent feels supported, empowered, 
and included in the local campuses. 

I hope my colleagues join me today 
in recognizing November as Family En-
gagement Month and November 16 as 
National Family and Community En-
gagement Liaison Worker Day. 

I thank every community liaison 
around Orange County and around the 
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country for their good work and for 
helping our local communities be suc-
cessful. 
HONORING STAFF SERGEANT GORDON LEE HOGAN 

Mr. CORREA. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the life, legacy, and 
sacrifice of Marine Corps Staff Ser-
geant Gordon Lee Hogan. 

An Orange County native, Staff Ser-
geant Hogan served our Nation bravely 
in Korea and Vietnam, and he made the 
ultimate sacrifice while fighting for 
our values in Vietnam. 

During his 19 years of service, Staff 
Sergeant Hogan had many roles. He 
worked on trucks as a motor transport 
chief, waged the invisible war as a psy-
chological operations specialist, and 
made relationships with civilians as a 
civil affairs officer. 

In his many roles, Staff Sergeant 
Hogan would go on to be recognized 
with many awards and commendations. 
Among these, the National Defense 
Service Medal, the Navy Presidential 
Unit Citation, and a Purple Heart. 
These are just a few that I am naming 
today. 

Sadly and tragically, on April 1, 1967, 
Staff Sergeant Hogan made the ulti-
mate sacrifice when his unit was am-
bushed by the Viet Cong while on pa-
trol in Thua Thien province in Viet-
nam. His body would be sent back 
home to Orange County where he 
would be laid to rest in our very own 
Westminster Memorial Park. 

Marine Corps Staff Sergeant Gordon 
Lee Hogan was a model soldier, a 
model American, and a true patriot. 

f 

THE MANDATE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Kansas (Mr. MANN) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. MANN. Mr. Speaker, when I last 
spoke on this floor, I laid out the 
choice the country had before us. Then, 
on November 5, 2024, America made its 
choice loud and clear. America gave 
Washington, D.C., a mandate endorsing 
the greatest political comeback in 
American history with the election of 
President Donald J. Trump as the 47th 
President of the United States and Re-
publican majorities in both the House 
and the Senate. 

Kansas and the Big First District re-
jected 4 more years of the chaos we 
have experienced under President 
Biden and Vice President HARRIS. They 
voted for a government that works for 
the people and makes their lives easier, 
not one that handcuffs them and their 
families with overreaching regulations. 
They voted for a government that en-
forces the law and seeks commonsense 
solutions, not open-border policies that 
put our national security at risk. They 
voted to reduce Federal spending, to 
end the weaponization of the Federal 
Government once and for all, and for 
our future. 

When I came to Congress almost 4 
years ago, America was strong, our 
streets were safe, and our border was 
much more secure. House Republicans 

and President Trump had passed the 
Tax Cuts and Jobs Act, putting more 
money in the pockets of American fam-
ilies and spurring economic growth 
that led to the strongest U.S. economy 
in decades. 

The Trump administration had spear-
headed historic trade agreements and 
peace agreements across the globe that 
kept Americans competitive and se-
cure. 

Rather than capitalizing on that mo-
mentum and strength, the Biden-Harris 
administration wasted 4 years pushing 
through partisan, trillion-dollar spend-
ing packages and using the Federal 
Government to air its grievances with 
the previous administration. America 
clearly said: No more. 

Mr. Speaker, those days are long 
gone. This House Republican majority, 
alongside President Trump and the in-
coming Senate Republican majority, 
are ready to restore American great-
ness and the American Dream. We are 
committed to securing a future Amer-
ican families can feel optimistic about. 

When I ran for Congress, I promised 
to fight for agriculture and our con-
servative Kansas values. That commit-
ment stands. While there is a lot of 
work to do to get this Nation back on 
track, I humbly accept that challenge. 
I am committed to working with my 
colleagues to unleash American energy 
and finally rein in energy prices that 
have crippled American families for 
the past 4 years. I will fight to make 
the 2017 tax cuts permanent and once 
again empower working and middle- 
class families who have been strangled 
by the record-level inflation caused by 
Washington Democrat spending. I will 
work for commonsense policies that 
don’t empower the Mexican cartels or 
incentivize illegal immigration. Ameri-
cans deserve an immigration system 
that makes it easier for people to come 
here legally and more difficult for peo-
ple to come here illegally. That should 
not be controversial. 

The task before us is a big one, but I 
have never been more confident in our 
ability to deliver for America and get 
this country back on track. 

FAREWELL TO SYDNEY ROBINSON 
Mr. MANN. Mr. Speaker, for the past 

21⁄2 years, my family and team have 
been blessed and honored to call Syd-
ney Robinson a colleague and, most 
importantly, a friend. Sydney is a fel-
low believer, an incredibly hard work-
er, and one of the best that Capitol Hill 
has to offer. 

Sydney joined my team in 2022 and 
has served as staff assistant, scheduler, 
and, most recently, as our director of 
operations. She often served as the face 
of the front office, ensuring that 
whether it was a Kansans’ first or fif-
tieth trip to our office, they were met 
with enthusiasm, kindness, and profes-
sionalism. Over the years, she oversaw 
our internship program; assisted Kan-
sans during their visits to the Nation’s 
Capital; balanced an ever-changing 
schedule, prioritizing time in the dis-
trict, votes, and committee activity; 
and much more. 

On top of all that, Sydney helped our 
team host weekly prayer breakfasts for 
Members of Congress and the 2024 Na-
tional Prayer Breakfast. As the co- 
chair of the National Prayer Breakfast, 
I am honored to plan and host the 
event for congressional leaders, the 
President of the United States, and 
spiritual leaders. It is no easy task, but 
Sydney served as a partner in bringing 
every detail and logistic to life. 

Sydney will always be part of Team 
Mann, and Audrey and I are deeply 
grateful for her service to our team, 
my family, and to the Big First Dis-
trict of Kansas. She will be deeply 
missed in Cannon 344, but we will all be 
praying for her and rooting for her in 
the days ahead. 

I thank Sydney for serving so incred-
ibly well. She makes everything she 
touches better. It is an honor and privi-
lege to call her a friend. 

f 

CONGRATULATING DR. JEFFREY 
NASSE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Arizona (Mr. CISCOMANI) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. CISCOMANI. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate Dr. Jeffrey 
Nasse on his recent selection as Pima 
Community College’s new chancellor. 

As my alma mater, I am a proud 
product of Pima Community College 
and can confidently say that it helped 
shape me into who I am today. It 
equipped me with the tools and knowl-
edge I needed to pursue my own Amer-
ican Dream. 

Dr. Nasse brings over 20 years of ex-
perience across multiple areas of high-
er education and is committed to help-
ing his students succeed. 

His focus is on improving student 
outcomes, scaling online and flexible 
learning modalities for students, and 
raising the graduation rate. 

As a Marine Corps veteran, Dr. Nasse 
has dedicated his life to service, first to 
our Nation and now to our students. 

His story of commitment and dedica-
tion is just one example of the Amer-
ican Dream that we all cherish. I am 
grateful for his hard work safeguarding 
that American Dream for our next gen-
eration. 

I know Dr. Nasse is well suited to 
continue leading Pima Community 
College into an even brighter future. I 
look forward to working with him to 
support and uplift the college and its 
students and, along with that, our 
community. 

REMEMBERING GREG JOHNSON 
Mr. CISCOMANI. Mr. Speaker, I rise 

today to honor the life and legacy of 
Sierra Vista Councilman Greg John-
son. Greg was a Marine Corps veteran, 
businessman, lawyer, professor, and de-
voted public servant. 

Before his time on the city council, 
Greg served on the board of directors of 
various chambers of commerce and 
hospitality and tourism organizations. 

While he was a staunch advocate for 
fiscal responsibility, Greg believed 
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