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In this difficult time, my thoughts 

are with her husband, Joe; her sons, 
Joe, Jack, and Alex; and her family, 
friends, and the people of Hoboken who 
adored her. 

In her memory, let us live by the ex-
ample that she set: compassion, gen-
erosity, and care for others. 
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ADVOCATING FOR PROGRESSIVE 
POLICIES FOR OUR VETERANS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs. 
LESKO). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 9, 2023, the 
gentlewoman from Illinois (Mrs. RAMI-
REZ) is recognized for 60 minutes as the 
designee of the minority leader. 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mrs. RAMIREZ. Madam Speaker, I 
ask unanimous consent for all Mem-
bers to have 5 legislative days to revise 
and extend their remarks and include 
extraneous material on the subject of 
my Special Order hour. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Illinois? 

There was no objection. 
Mrs. RAMIREZ. Madam Speaker, 

today, I want to take a moment to re-
mind us why we are here. 

On my first day of Congress, which 
feels like so, so many years ago but 
was about 23 months ago, I made a 
commitment to represent, advocate, 
defend, and fight for the people. I made 
a promise to legislate with a vision for 
a better future for the constituents of 
my district. That includes veterans. 

As a proud member of the Committee 
on Veterans’ Affairs, my goal con-
tinues to be the same: Advance policies 
that improve the lives of veterans and 
ensure that they have access to every 
benefit they have earned and that has 
been promised to them. 

However, I continue to be dis-
appointed with so much extreme rhet-
oric from many of my colleagues to the 
right of me who choose to put politics 
over the lives of veterans, effectively 
watering down the protections and 
stonewalling progress on bills that 
would assist them. 

The Congressional Progressive Cau-
cus and I remain determined to do 
what is right for our veterans. That 
means advocating for better access to 
healthcare, fighting for our veterans 
experiencing or at risk of experiencing 
homelessness, and advocating for our 
women veterans and their unique 
needs. Above all, when our veterans 
come home, we ensure they can lead a 
happy, fulfilling life after service. 

Madam Speaker, we have delivered. I 
am proud to say that since Representa-
tive TAKANO’s Honoring our PACT Act 
was signed into law, the Department of 
Veterans Affairs, the VA, has delivered 
more than $6.8 billion in PACT Act 
benefits to veterans. Over 5.7 million 
veterans have received new toxic expo-
sure screenings. Over 740,000 new vet-
erans have enrolled in VA healthcare. 

This means that more veterans are get-
ting the care and benefits they right-
fully earned. 

The success of the PACT Act dem-
onstrates what is possible when Con-
gress prioritizes people over partisan 
politics, and it shows what can be done 
for veterans when Congress and agen-
cies work together to deliver for our 
constituents. 

Where the Department of Veterans 
Affairs succeeds also provides us with a 
broader vision and useful roadmap for 
what we can achieve for all Americans. 
The VA provides a basic housing allow-
ance, population-specific healthcare, 
job assistance and training, and tar-
geted interventions to prevent and ad-
dress homelessness. 

I believe that Congress can and 
should replicate the most promising 
parts of the VA to ensure the same 
base level of material and social sup-
port for our everyday working families. 
I believe we can eradicate poverty, pre-
vent and end homelessness, and ensure 
that no person goes hungry or lives 
without essential healthcare. 

It is actually possible for all Ameri-
cans to lead a happy, fulfilling life and 
to retire with dignity. It starts with 
legislating with compassion and a com-
mitment to the flourishing of our 
neighbors. 

Despite Republican efforts to stop 
progress and turn the clock back 100 or 
more years, let me just say the Con-
gressional Progressive Caucus and I 
will hold the line. We will defend our 
veterans. We will ensure they have 
every single benefit that veterans de-
serve, and we will honor their service 
with action. 

I want to talk about the last 23 
months and the work that I have done 
here in Congress. When I became an 
elected official, first as a State rep-
resentative and now in Congress, I 
made a commitment. That commit-
ment was to remain rooted in the com-
munity that I was elected to serve. 
Since joining the House Committee on 
Veterans’ Affairs, I have seen how crit-
ical it is for veterans and the families 
of veterans to receive the full benefits 
of our Nation’s promise to them and 
what they have earned. 

I am proud to say that during my 
freshman year—no longer a freshman 
in a couple of months—I have advo-
cated for and introduced pieces of leg-
islation that expand veteran access to 
education, healthcare, and housing. 

Last year, I introduced the Student 
Veteran Benefits Restoration Act, 
which would reinstate GI benefits for 
students who pursued a degree at a col-
lege or university that defrauded them. 
I am proud to say this bill was voted on 
and passed by the House in April. 

While the final negotiated bill is 
more limited in scope than I would 
have wanted, I do think it represents 
an ongoing commitment to work to en-
sure that veterans receive full access 
to the educational benefits that they 
have earned. I am committed to build-
ing on this momentum and continuing 
this fight into the 119th Congress. 

This year, I am proud to have intro-
duced the Servicemember Student 
Loan Affordability Act, with Senator 
DURBIN leading this effort in the Sen-
ate. What this bill would do is amend 
the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act to 
limit the interest rate on student loans 
incurred by servicemembers before 
they go into military service. It will 
consolidate and refinance it during 
military service. 

I was in my district on Veterans Day 
with veterans and veteran-serving or-
ganizations, and I heard how much 
they need for us to invest in them and 
address the issues of homelessness. As 
a matter of fact, I heard that, in the 
last year, we have seen another in-
crease in homelessness among the vet-
eran community. 

Madam Speaker, I am proud to an-
nounce that I am introducing a new 
bill to create permanent housing op-
portunities for our veterans. The bill 
would expand the services that the 
grant per diem providers give to in-
clude prevention services and also 
allow for capital grants to be used to 
convert units into permanent housing. 

I am eager to work with the com-
mittee around the bill introduction, 
and I am excited to be able to share 
more details on the bill very soon. 

I voted to advance critical legislation 
that will bring solutions to the policy 
failures that leave our veterans and 
their families desperate and frustrated. 
During every hearing and every mark-
up, I remain intentional in my efforts 
to ensure that we fulfill the promises 
our Nation has made to our veterans. 

That work has to continue next Con-
gress. In my opinion, that is how we 
honor service through action. 

I want to talk a little bit about 
healthcare. One of the most pressing 
issues our veterans face is access to 
quality healthcare. Healthcare is a 
basic need that we must deliver for our 
veterans. Accessible healthcare for vet-
erans shouldn’t be considered a privi-
lege but a right for those who have 
served their country. 

Expanded health services will allow 
veterans to receive timely treatments 
for various medical conditions without 
having to worry about financial bur-
dens or lengthy waits for appoint-
ments. Improved access to mental 
health services is also critical to ad-
dress issues such as PTSD and other 
psychological conditions caused by 
military service. 

Expanding healthcare for veterans 
will also help reduce the long-term 
costs associated with providing care for 
aging veterans, ensuring they receive 
the care they need in later life. 

Veterans should be provided access to 
high-quality medical treatment, re-
gardless of economic status or geo-
graphic location, so that they can all 
benefit from high-quality healthcare 
services without undue financial bur-
den or delays in treatment. 

To show appreciation and respect for 
their sacrifice and service to their 
country, our Nation is responsible for 
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providing vital care for veterans. It is 
why, during the October recess, I con-
vened veterans. What they have said to 
me is that the gaps that they continue 
to experience are unacceptable, gaps 
like dental care and dental coverage, 
wait times for physical and mental 
health appointments, challenges to 
healthcare enrollment, and a greater 
need for outreach to underserved vet-
erans. 

It is why I co-led the Expanding 
Health Care Providers for Veterans Act 
with Representative TLAIB, to make it 
easier for the VA and State veterans 
homes to hire employees on H–1B visas 
when they cannot find a suitable appli-
cant in the United States. Specifically, 
the bill designates the Department of 
Veterans Affairs and State veterans 
homes as cap-exempt institutions for 
the purposes of the H–1B visa program. 

I am also proud to cosponsor numer-
ous bills around veterans healthcare, 
including the 9–8–8 Implementation 
Act. Madam Speaker, 988 is the new na-
tionwide suicide prevention line, and 
the 9–8–8 Implementation Act would 
offer more Federal support to the crisis 
line, including resources to veteran- 
specific departments of the crisis line. 

Providing quality, accessible 
healthcare is how we honor our vet-
erans with action. 

To hear a little bit more about this 
work that many of us are doing to en-
sure that our veterans are getting the 
services they deserve, we will hear 
from some of my colleagues very soon. 

Madam Speaker, while we do that, I 
want to talk to you a little bit more 
about some of our veterans who cur-
rently continue to see so many chal-
lenges. 

I want to make sure that I am clear. 
I am here to represent all veterans, es-
pecially the veterans who are most vul-
nerable. That means first-generation 
veterans. That means women veterans. 
That means veterans of color. That 
also means veterans who, we don’t 
want to admit, have been deported 
after having served this country, after 
nearly dying for this country and expe-
riencing PTSD. They have lost their 
green cards and, today, are separated 
from their families. 

As the evidence has shown, veterans 
of color have served this country hon-
orably for decades. Due to intentional 
segregation and racism, they were un-
able to use the benefits promised to 
them. That is why I commend my col-
league, Congressman CLYBURN, for put-
ting forward the VA Housing Loan For-
ever Act, to do the right thing and re-
store equity to veterans of color. 

Similarly, women veterans were 
locked out of receiving the benefits 
they earned due to their service not 
being properly recognized. That is why, 
when I go back to my district and when 
I sit in those hearings, I always center 
the voices of our veterans, particularly 
those most impacted. As a member of 
the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs, 
ensuring that our women in uniform 
are recognized for their contributions 

and sacrifices. Having full access to 
their benefits must be a priority. 

It is why I was proud to offer and 
have passed an amendment to the Jax 
Act out of subcommittee. What does 
this amendment do? It directs the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs to submit 
a report regarding gender disparities 
and covered claims for traumatic brain 
injuries and post-traumatic stress dis-
order, particularly among those who 
have engaged in combat since 1990. 

I also want to shed light on an issue 
that I hold close to my heart, and that 
is our veterans who are seeking legal 
pathways to citizenship. You heard me 
a few moments ago talk about those 
who have been deported and are now 
separated from their families after 
having served their country. To me, it 
is unimaginable that they are at risk 
of deportation or have been deported 
because, despite their service and sac-
rifice, too many undocumented vet-
erans have faced deportation due to a 
failed immigration system that does 
not honor who we say we are as a na-
tion. 

Now, you ask, how are they serving if 
they are not a U.S. citizen? You don’t 
have to be a U.S. citizen to die for this 
Nation. You will get a green card, and 
you will be able to do that. If you come 
back to the country you love, the coun-
try you call home, and something hap-
pens, if there is a fight at a bar, if you 
are dealing with PTSD and there is 
something that happens to you, you 
can immediately lose your green card 
and be deported. 

Let me say this to you: As we cele-
brate our veterans, we must remember 
those who today find themselves living 
in exile, separated from their families 
and often struggling to access the ben-
efits and support they earn through 
their service. 

Madam Speaker, it is time to return 
these veterans home and deliver justice 
and support. It is why I am proud to co-
sponsor Representative TAKANO’s Vet-
eran Service Recognition Act, which 
would allow noncitizen servicemembers 
to apply for naturalization during basic 
training, establishing a review process 
for those who are in removal pro-
ceedings, and provide an opportunity 
for a noncitizen veteran who has been 
removed or ordered removed and who 
has not been convicted of a serious 
crime to obtain legal permanent resi-
dent status. 

b 1515 

Today, I call my colleagues, Repub-
lican and Democrat, who say that they 
care about our veterans to stand with 
us and to cosponsor this incredibly im-
portant piece of legislation because 
that is how we honor every veterans’ 
service with action for: Sergio 
Andrade, Jiji Thomas Kurian, Elsworth 
Alexander Smith, Mark Osmond Isaacs, 
Gerardo Emiterio Lopez Flores. The 
time to act is today. 

In a moment, I will yield to one of 
my colleagues who every day fights 
like hell for our veterans, so you can 

hear directly from them on the work 
that they are doing. 

Madam Speaker, I yield to the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania, Mr. CHRIS 
DELUZIO. 

Mr. DELUZIO. Madam Speaker, it is, 
of course, an honor for all of us to 
serve here, but, of course, maybe no 
greater honor than to stand up for our 
fellow veterans. 

I think this country has a sacred ob-
ligation to care for all who served. I am 
proud of my time in uniform, and I 
often talk about a simple lesson I 
learned in the Navy: ship, shipmate, 
self. You put the mission and the coun-
try first. You put others before your-
self. I think that is fundamentally at 
the heart of the ethos of service. 

I come from western Pennsylvania 
where so many homes and families 
have a picture of someone who has 
worn the uniform, someone who has 
served or shares the values of hard 
work and patriotism and sacrifice. It is 
pretty common but becoming a little 
rarer for us maybe to talk about it as 
we should. 

Madam Speaker, I thank the gentle-
woman for convening us for this impor-
tant fight for veterans. It is so central 
to our work here in the House and cer-
tainly in this Congress. 

This work should be bipartisan in so 
many ways, and I think it often is, not 
always, but it often is. I introduced a 
bill with colleagues from both sides of 
the aisle, Saving Our Veterans Lives 
Act, which is about us putting together 
a coalition to tackle the crisis, the 
problem of veteran suicide. It has got a 
coalition that I think tells you it can 
succeed, from gun safety groups to the 
National Shooting Sports Foundation, 
and Veterans Service Organizations. 
That is a coalition that is broad, that 
tells you this is a serious effort. 

What this bill would do is authorize a 
VA program to give free firearm 
lockboxes to veterans who want them. 
This is something that we know can 
save veterans’ lives. We have seen that 
if you limit the ease by which someone 
at risk, someone in crisis can get to 
their gun, you prevent suicide deaths. 
We know that firearms are the most 
common means used by my fellow vet-
erans to die by suicide. We should take 
some action like this. 

Madam Speaker, 73 percent of male 
veteran suicide deaths and more than 
half, 52 percent of female, are with fire-
arms. Those rates greatly exceed those 
for nonveterans. 

A little bit more than half of vet-
erans report owning one or more guns 
themselves. Of those, more than half 
report storing it loaded or unsecured. 

I think this intervention can be one 
that can save veterans’ lives and earn 
support on both sides of the aisle. 

Madam Speaker, I was proud to in-
troduce the Save Our Veterans Lives 
Act. It is a simple, straightforward, bi-
partisan idea, a commonsense one, to 
save lives and to fight back against 
veteran suicide. Something that I 
think we all share as a priority. 
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Madam Speaker, I thank the gentle-

woman from Illinois for her leadership 
on these issues. 

Mrs. RAMIREZ. Madam Speaker, as 
we talk about the faces of our veterans 
and the impact and challenges that 
they are going through at this mo-
ment, I am also reminded of so many of 
them who come back home and con-
tinue to provide public service, who 
continue to show up for their commu-
nity and for their neighbors and fami-
lies. 

As we recommit to fighting for every 
single veteran, I will take the time to 
recognize a servicemember in my dis-
trict, someone who is using her plat-
form to advocate for the care and bene-
fits of those who came before her. 

Madam Speaker, today, I will honor 
my constituent, U.S. Army Major 
Karen Hernandez, who serves our coun-
try and our community with dedica-
tion and courage. 

The daughter of Mexican immigrants 
and a proud first-generation college 
graduate, Major Hernandez embodies, 
like the daughters and sons of immi-
grants, the values of resilience, of in-
tegrity, and an enduring commitment 
to community and to service. 

Since enlisting in 2008 as a medical 
service officer for the 108th Multifunc-
tional Medical Battalion, Karen has 
commanded field hospitals and played 
a vital role in Illinois’ COVID–19 re-
sponse. 

In our communities, as the executive 
director of Chicago Veterans, she helps 
servicemembers transition back to ci-
vilian life. She advocates for them to 
receive the promised benefits that they 
earned. 

Whether it is supporting humani-
tarian efforts or empowering veterans, 
Hernandez leads with selflessness and 
Hernandez leads with courage. 

On behalf of Illinois’ Third Congres-
sional District, I commend Karen Her-
nandez for her remarkable service and 
for her leadership, both in and beyond 

the military. ‘‘Thank you, Karen.’’ 
‘‘Gracias, Karen.’’ 

As I wrap up, I thank all of my col-
leagues who are continuously working 
and looking past the partisan politics. 
I especially thank the Progressive Cau-
cus and the Special Order hour because 
what the American people continue to 
ask of us is to stop talking at them. 
What the American people continue to 
say is, stop promising things. What the 
American people are saying is, we are 
tired of your darn fights online because 
you want to go viral. What the Amer-
ican people are saying is, we need you 
to move from words to action. 

Madam Speaker, I will end with this: 
The future that we seek is possible. Ac-
cessible, affordable healthcare is pos-
sible. Every person having a safe, clean 
home is possible. A country where no 
one goes hungry can be possible. Qual-
ity education and jobs that provide liv-
ing wages, a humane, assured, legal 
pathway to citizenship, all of this is 
what our veterans deserve and all of it 
is what our veterans have earned. 

It is also what every person who has 
contributed to this country deserves, 
and that includes my friends, our 
neighbors, who for years have served 
our communities and our economies 
with the reassurance of permanent pro-
tections. I am talking about our 
Dreamers. 

Right now, there are 530,000 DACA re-
cipients, approximately 500,000 people 
eligible for DACA barred from apply-
ing, and 80,000 unprocessed applicants 
who, for years, have lived in a legal 
limbo, many of them here since the age 
of 2. 

These Dreamers are not children any-
more. Wesdin Hernandez, my brother- 
in-law, is not a child. He is actually 40 
years old. They work, they provide for 
their families, and they invest in our 
economies, contributing at least $2.1 
billion to Social Security and Medicare 
every single year. 

Today, we must be courageous and 
exhaust every avenue possible to keep 

the 11.3 million Americans in DACA- 
impacted families together and provide 
a pathway to citizenship and security 
for Dreamers. Whether through passing 
the American Dream and Promise Act 
or through bold executive action, we 
must honor with action all who have 
put their lives in service to our Nation 
and our communities, and those are 
Dreamers and those are veterans, full 
stop. 

As we near the end of the year, I am 
reminded why I stand on the House 
floor today. I stand here to amplify the 
voices of the people in my community 
who sent me here, to be the only 
Latina in the room representing vet-
erans who look like they could be my 
family members, to be the person who 
lifts as she climbs, to be the person 
who never forgets where she comes 
from, to be the person who says proud-
ly, it doesn’t matter if one person is 
impacted or a million, it is the one 
that I am here fighting for. 

Our veterans deserve better, and they 
demand urgency. Our country deserves 
better, and I refuse to stand down in 
the face of injustice and hate because I, 
‘‘the Congresswoman,’’ ‘‘la 
congresista’’ of Illinois’ Third Congres-
sional District, I choose to fight for the 
future we deserve. I choose to fight for 
a future that is possible. I choose to 
fight so that our veterans are honored 
through service and action. 

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mrs. RAMIREZ. Madam Speaker, I 
move that the House do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 3 o’clock and 24 minutes 
p.m.), the House adjourned until to-
morrow, Friday, November 15, 2024, at 9 
a.m. 

h 
EXPENDITURE REPORTS CONCERNING OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL 

Reports concerning the foreign currencies and U.S. dollars utilized for Official Foreign Travel during the second, third, 
and fourth quarters of 2024, pursuant to Public Law 95–384, are as follows: 

REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL, DR. BRIAN MONAHAN, EXPENDED BETWEEN JULY 2 AND JULY 6, 2024 

Name of Member or employee 

Date 

Country 

Per diem 1 Transportation Other purposes Total 

Arrival Departure Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Dr. Brian Monahan .................................................. 7 /2 7 /4 Estonia .................................................. .................... 703.78 .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... 703.78 
7 /3 7 /3 Latvia .................................................... .................... .................... .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... ....................
7 /4 7 /8 Lithuania .............................................. .................... 1,437.31 .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... 1,437.31 
7 /6 7 /6 Poland ................................................... .................... .................... .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... ....................

Committee total ......................................... ............. ................. ............................................................... .................... .................... .................... .................... .................... .................... .................... 2,141.09 

1 Per diem constitutes lodging and meals. 
2 If foreign currency is used, enter U.S. dollar equivalent; if U.S. currency is used, enter amount expended. 
3 Military air transportation. 

HON. MIKE JOHNSON, Oct. 24, 2024. 
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