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earned his Green Beret. At the age of
29, on June 20, 2007, Staff Sergeant
Rolfing was killed in action in Iraq.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
honor his life by naming a post office
in Sioux Falls, South Dakota, after
him, and I yield back the balance of my
time.

Mr. HIGGINS of Louisiana. Mr.
Speaker, in closing, I encourage my
House colleagues to support this bill,
to honor Staff Sergeant Rolfing, who
paid the ultimate sacrifice in pro-
tecting our country, and I yield back
the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Louisiana (Mr.
HIiGGINS) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, S. 2143.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

HONORING THE LIFE OF DARIEL
VASQUEZ

(Mr. LAWLER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LAWLER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor the life of Dariel
Vasquez, a courageous young man from
Pomona, New York, who tragically lost
his life at just 18 years old.

Dariel was a dedicated parks and
recreation aide with the New York
State Parks Department and a selfless
volunteer with the wildland fire crew,
who gave his life battling a wildfire in
Sterling Forest in Greenwood Lake.

A 2024 graduate and captain of the
Ramapo High School varsity baseball
team, Dariel was a true leader, beloved
by his teammates, coworkers, and
friends alike.

His coach described him as authentic,
a young man who inspired everyone
around him with his kindness,
strength, and unwavering dedication.

Dariel was a star player and a be-
loved son, brother, and friend. He had
big dreams, plans for college, and hopes
for the future, all left tragically
unfulfilled.

At his vigil, family, friends, and com-
munity members gathered to remem-
ber a young man who embodied the
spirit of service and who bravely gave
his life to protect our Hudson Valley
community.

May Dariel Vasquez rest in peace.

——
O 2000

LA PURISIMA CATHOLIC CHURCH’S
100-YEAR ANNIVERSARY

(Mr. CORREA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. CORREA. Mr. Speaker, today I
rise to celebrate the 100th anniversary
of La Purisima Catholic Church, that
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is 100 years of service to our commu-
nity in the city of Orange.

Established in 1924, the church origi-
nally served local residents and sea-
sonal migrant farm workers from Mex-
ico. As the city of Orange grew, so did
La Purisima. It adapted to meet the
needs of its new parishioners, leading
to some of the first trilingual services
in the Diocese of Orange County.

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to
join me in recognizing La Purisima
Catholic Church as it celebrates 100
years of great service. We look forward
to the next 100 years.

Congratulations for
done.

service well

———

RECOGNIZING BROOKE COTTRELL
FROM CORRYTON, TENNESSEE

(Mr. BURCHETT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BURCHETT. Mr. Speaker, I rec-
ognize Brooke Cottrell from Corryton,
Tennessee, who recently graduated
from Lincoln Memorial University as a
physician assistant. She is the daugh-
ter of my good friend, Scott Moore.

Brooke has always been a very good
student. She graduated from Gibbs
High School as their valedictorian in
2015 and attended East Tennessee State
University where she graduated in 2018
before heading to LMU.

She was inspired to become a physi-
cian assistant because tragically she
lost her Meemaw and Papi to COVID.
She said: ‘“‘God called me to take care
of people during some of the most vul-
nerable and scary moments in people’s
lives. I want to use my medical train-
ing and faith in God to provide healing
and comfort.”

Along with her academic achieve-
ments, Brooke has a heart to help
those in need. She has spent a lot of
her time working with local commu-
nity organizations to help folks who
are less fortunate, and she wants to use
her career to continue taking care of
east Tennesseans who need it most.

Brooke is a true Tennessean, so, of
course, she loves the country life,
farming, and UT football. She enjoys
the opportunity to take in the natural
beauty of east Tennessee while hiking
and spending time with her dogs, Enzo
and Biscuit.

I congratulate Brooke on her recent
graduation.

I am looking forward to seeing
Brooke’s bright future that she has
ahead of her.

I drove by their house, Mr. Speaker,
on the day of her celebration. My
daughter asked me what was going on.
I said: Honey, I don’t know, but, obvi-
ously, we weren’t invited.

Oddly enough, when I got home I
found the invitation, so I missed the
party.

e —
GAVIN NEWSOM’S POLITICAL
THEATER

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
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minute and to revise and extend his re-

marks.)
Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, once
again, California Governor Gavin

Newsom is prioritizing political the-
ater over solving California’s real
issues.

While he is busy here in Washington
touting his so-called Trump-proofing
efforts, Californians are struggling
under the weight of his failed policies.

He claims his latest moves on guns,
climate, housing, and healthcare are
about protecting Californians, but let’s
get real. Newsom’s high-cost rail
project, the high-speed train, is costing
four times what it originally was pro-
jected. It is over budget and many
years behind schedule. He is pushing
for more taxpayer funding for that.

The California Air Resources Board,
known as CARB, is coming down with
even more rules that are driving the
cost of fuel.

California is already about $1 per gal-
lon higher than the rest of the country,
maybe even $1.50. They just added rules
the other day that will raise it any-
where from 47 cents to 65 cents per gal-
lon or even more because of some cli-
mate change rule.

Are they tone-deaf to what just hap-
pened?

Not to electioneer here, but the peo-
ple of this country spoke loudly that
they are tired of unnecessary pain
being inflicted upon them by govern-
ments. The State of California is step-
ping up to do that even more so, and
they want the Federal Government to
help them with EPA and more waivers
to do this kind of stuff that will hurt
families and hurt industry.

———

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 9, 2023, the gentleman from Mis-
souri (Mr. CLEAVER) is recognized for 60
minutes as the designee of the minor-
ity leader.

Mr. CLEAVER. Mr. Speaker, let me
begin by stating some very related
facts.

First and foremost, I am a proud
United Methodist. In fact, I am an or-
dained United Methodist elder. I served
one church for 38 years as pastor. The
church, St. James United Methodist
Church, is located in Kansas City, Mis-
souri. I followed the Reverend Phillip
J. Lawson as the pastor.

Phil Lawson was a very prominent
social activist in Kansas City. In terms
of his activism, he followed his big
brother, the inimitable James Lawson.
James Lawson was the civil rights
iconic pastor of the Centenary United
Methodist Church in Memphis, Ten-
nessee.

It was Jim Lawson who, upon return-
ing from India spending 3 years work-
ing under the tutelage of Mahatma
Gandhi, met Martin Luther King, Jr.,
and began to talk about this theory of
nonviolence.



November 12, 2024

Dr. King invited him to move to the
South and work with this fledgling or-
ganization called the Southern Chris-
tian Leadership Conference.

Jim Lawson also remained in Mem-
phis where he began to tutor individ-
uals who were going to participate in
the freedom rides.

Jim Lawson was a major human
being, and he is someone who helped
give me the guidance I needed as a
young person becoming involved in not
only the United Methodist Church but
the Southern Christian Leadership
Conference. Jim Lawson was SO pro-
phetic to all of the young people, in-
cluding our own John Lewis, who
served here with us for many years, for
several decades.

It was a pleasure of mine when I left
the mayor’s office in Kansas City to be
given a radio program that was broad-
cast live in Kansas City from Union
Station.

I brought in various guests. My first
guest was the Reverend James Lawson.
I talked about things that I thought
people wanted to know. He is the pas-
tor who invited Martin Luther King to
Memphis when Dr. King was killed. He
is also the first layperson to go in and
meet with James Earl Ray. He is the
person who after the assassination of
Dr. King created all of the national at-
tention not only on the assassination
but on the movement.

James Lawson died a few months ago
at the age of 95. We thank God for giv-
ing him those years.

When I decided to run for Congress,
Jim Lawson said: I hope that you will
call and see if there is some kind of
way that you can stay in the United
Methodist Building.

Of course, my first question was:
What is the United Methodist Build-
ing?

At that time I did not have a full
knowledge about the United Methodist
Building here in Washington, D.C.

Decades ago, there was a man with
tremendous vision in the early 1900s,
the Reverend Clarence True Wilson
who had this vision of a building right
across the street from the TUnited
States Capitol. This building was ini-
tially supposed to be the headquarters
of the Methodist Episcopal Church’s ef-
forts to pass the laws relating to Prohi-
bition. I guess I should say first that it
didn’t work. However, I don’t think we
Methodists should be upset because the
prohibition God gave Adam and Eve
didn’t work either.

I do think, however, that the build-
ing of that building located right
across the street from us here has been
not only a place for United Methodist
witness but a place where people from
all over the world have been able to
come and hold meetings. It has also
been a place where people who were
demonstrating could find a place where
they could get a cool sip of water. It
was a place where people in emer-
gencies could come in. It was a place of
refuge. Frankly, it still is a place of
refuge.
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I think a part of the definition of
what that Methodist building became
was a result of the March on Wash-
ington in 1968. People came to the
March on Washington, mainly Meth-
odists, gathered around the Methodist
building and in the Methodist building.

It was a place where Native Ameri-
cans were able to gather later for dem-
onstrations and where they could come
and discuss the major issues.

I was fortunate enough to bump into
Jim Winkler who responded to my in-
quiry about living in the Methodist
building. I am proud and pleased to say
that was 20 years ago. Twenty years
ago, I came to Washington and moved
into the United Methodist Building at
110 Maryland Avenue, NE, right across
the street from this Capitol.

I will have to say that many of my
early mornings were started before I
wanted to start my early morning be-
cause it is also right across the street
from the United States Supreme Court,
and the protesters will quite often ig-
nore my sleeping pattern and will
begin to protest in the wee hours of the
morning. I would say 6 o’clock is wee
hours of the morning for me.

I think that people have come now,
and here we are all these years later,
over 100 years. Now, after 100 years, the
Methodist building stands as a monu-
ment not only to a denomination but
for a large piece of the United States
population. That is the population of
people who believe that we all have the
right to worship as we please. It is a
part of the legislative and founding ar-
ticles of the United States.

People will be able to come by the
Methodist building. Some people say
that we sometimes have controversial
messages out in front of the building,
and I like to tell them that if you stay
around long enough and walk by here
long enough, you will finally see some-
thing that you like. There will be some
kind of sign there that you can em-
brace.

All of those messages that are placed
there are messages that we believe help
to create the kind of government that
all of us in reality would like to have,
which is a free and just system of gov-
ernment and the right to worship as we
choose.

We are not Kkeeping that building
open for the purpose of proselytizing
and trying to convert people to the
United Methodist Church.

0 2015

It stands, therefore, as the United
Methodist Building, but it is open to
every single person who desires to
come into those doors.

There are coalitions. For example,
Jim Winkler, who I spoke of earlier,
chaired a coalition opposing the Iraq
war during President George W. Bush’s
administration. There were people who,
at the same time, understood that
George W. Bush was the son of a person
who had been a part of another denomi-
nation, but the President at that time,
President Bush, was a United Meth-
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odist. One of the places that was con-
sidered for his daughter’s wedding was
the United Methodist Building, per-
formed by the Reverend Kirbyjon
Caldwell, the United Methodist pastor
of Houston, Texas.

In the United Methodist Building,
there are, of course, apartments, and
there are offices of many different de-
nominations. In fact, in that building,
one can find just about any denomina-
tion actively involved in the affairs of
this country officing in that building.

During the whole process of the Af-
fordable Care Act, which brought tens
of thousands of people from around the
country to Washington, D.C., that
place did two things. One, it was a
place where this coalition that had
formed around the Affordable Care Act
could come and meet, but it was also a
place where those many people stopped
when they needed water or needed
some other emergency service. I was
here. I saw it. I witnessed it. I was in-
convenienced by it because I couldn’t
get to my apartment for several days.

We look at the United Methodist
Church as just a religious organization,
but the United Methodist Building,
which is representing the United Meth-
odist Church, is much more than just a
religious organization.

I also have to say that it is not a per-
fect location, but it is about as good as
you can get. We don’t have any park-
ing. There is no parking there.

I have to tell a story that may be
true. The Senate was trying to decide
whether to build another office build-
ing. It was decided that the best loca-
tion was on the lot that we now know
as the 110 Maryland site. The United
States Government, of course, through
eminent domain, can take property and
give a fair amount for that property.

As the story goes, the Methodist
bishop for this area knew about this
plan from a Member of the United
States Senate, and this Senator, giving
the bishop that information, told the
bishop he wished that there was some-
thing he could do to prevent this from
happening, but it was going to happen.

This bishop began to think: What can
we do? He got a list of all the members
of the United Methodist Church who
were Members of the United States
Senate. He sent them all a letter invit-
ing them to come over to the building.
When they came to the building, he
said: Look, we have been thinking
about converting some of these offices
into apartments, and we just wanted to
make sure that the Members of the
Senate who were a part of the United
Methodist Church would have the first
opportunity to get an apartment.

Needless to say, the eminent domain
faded and faded away. From that point
on, as the story goes, those apartments
have been there. When I first moved
into the United Methodist Building,
my next-door neighbor was Al Gore’s
mom, who was a Baptist. I lived there
for about a year during the time that
she was there, and then she passed.

The reality was I knew Al Gore
through politics, so I could always tell
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when I was very secure in the United
Methodist Church. Those were the days
that Al Gore visited his mom, coming
into the church with Secret Service. I
told my wife and family back in Kansas
City that those were the safest mo-
ments of my life, when there were 12 or
13 Secret Service agents running in.

I also am very proud that when they
came to clean up her apartment after
she had passed, she forgot one thing. I
walked in there during the last few
hours of the cleaning, and there was a
yard placard which read ‘“‘Al Gore for
President.” I have that in my apart-
ment right now. I kept that as a point
of remembering not only Mrs. Gore but
also my friendship with the Vice Presi-
dent, Al Gore, also a former Member of
the United States House.

Let me just say in conclusion that,
on January 6, I was here in Wash-
ington. In my office, I had no idea of
what was going on. When we turned on
the annunciator and found out what
was going on here at the Capitol, my
great fear was that I would not be able
to go home.

Then, of course, about 3 a.m. in the
morning, after we took care of business
in here by confirming the electoral col-
lege’s report, I walked out of the build-
ing and began to walk to the fence and
g0 to my apartment.

I was met by several police officers
who said they had to accompany me.
The police were from the Capitol Po-
lice force. Also, most people don’t real-
ize this, but there is a Supreme Court
Police force. I mention that because I
tell people that the United Methodist
Building is one of the safest places.
There are actually three police depart-
ments taking care of the whole area.
The Capitol Police, the Supreme Court
Police, and then the Metropolitan Po-
lice are all taking care of this area.

It is safe for anybody and everybody
to visit the United Methodist Building.
If you see that there are activities over
there that you would like to partici-
pate in, feel free to contact the United
Methodist Building. The building was
there for one purpose. Since that pur-
pose is no longer an issue in the United
States, it serves many other purposes,
one of them being a place of refuge.

I have performed three weddings in
the building. I baptized two people, in-
cluding one Member. The Methodist
Building is a point of joy not only for
me but for a number of people here.

I baptized the children of Majority
Leader STENY HOYER’s chief of staff
and felt really good about performing
weddings there because I have a 100
percent record there. Everybody who I
married in the United Methodist Build-
ing is still married. That is a hint to
those of you who are watching this.
Get married in the United Methodist
Building.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

———

ADJOURNMENT

Mr. CLEAVER. Mr. Speaker, I move
that the House do now adjourn.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 8 o’clock and 24 minutes
p.m.), under its previous order, the
House adjourned until tomorrow,
Wednesday, November 13, 2024, at 10
a.m. for morning-hour debate.

————

OATH OF OFFICE MEMBERS, RESI-
DENT COMMISSIONER, AND DEL-
EGATES

The oath of office required by the
sixth article of the Constitution of the
United States and as provided by sec-
tion 2 of the act of May 13, 1884 (23
Stat. 22), to be administered to Mem-
bers, Resident Commissioner, and Dele-
gates of the House of Representatives,
the text of which is carried in 5 U.S.C.
3331:

“I, AB, do solemnly swear (or af-
firm) that I will support and defend
the Constitution of the United
States against all enemies, foreign
and domestic; that I will bear true
faith and allegiance to the same;
that I take this obligation freely,
without any mental reservation or
purpose of evasion; and that I will
well and faithfully discharge the
duties of the office on which I am
about to enter. So help me God.”

has been subscribed to in person and
filed in duplicate with the Clerk of the
House of Representatives by the fol-
lowing Members of the 118th Congress,
pursuant to the provisions of 2 U.S.C
25:

ToNYy WIED, Eighth District of Wis-
consin.

ERICA LEE CARTER, Eighteenth Dis-
trict of Texas.

———

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

EC-5967. A letter from the Program Ana-
lyst, Animal and Plant Health Inspection
Service, Department of Agriculture, trans-
mitting the Department’s final rule — Web
Links for Plant Commodity Import Require-
ments [Docket No.: APHIS-2024-0034] re-
ceived October 24, 2024, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Agriculture.

EC-5968. A letter from the Deputy Sec-
retary of the Commission, Division of Clear-
ing and Risk/Division of Market Oversight,
Commodity Futures Trading Commission,
transmitting the Commission’s final rule —
Provisions Common to Registered Entities
(RIN 3038-AF28) received November 1, 2024,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture.

EC-5969. A letter from the Program Ana-
lyst, Rural Development, Rural Business-Co-
operative Service, Department of Agri-
culture, transmitting the Department’s final
rule — Modernizing Grant Program Regula-
tion [Docket No.: RBS-24-BUSINESS-0004]
(RIN: 0570-AB03) received October 24, 2024,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture.

EC-5970. A letter from the Chief Counsel,
Office of Chief Counsel, Regulatory Affairs
Division, Federal Emergency Management
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Agency, Department of Homeland Security,
transmitting the Department’s final rule —
National Flood Insurance Program Install-
ment Payment Plan [Docket ID FEMA-2024-
0030] (RIN: 1660-AB16) received November 1,
2024, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the
Committee on Financial Services.

EC-5971. A letter from the Director, Finan-
cial Crimes Enforcement Network, Depart-
ment of the Treasury, transmitting the De-
partment’s final rule — Update to the Public
Utility Exemption Under the Beneficial
Ownership Information Reporting Rule (RIN:
1506-AB49) received November 1, 2024, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee
on Financial Services.

EC-5972. A letter from the Special Counsel,
Office of the Comptroller of the Currency,
Department of the Treasury, transmitting
the Department’s final guidelines — OCC
Guidelines Establishing Standards for Recov-
ery Planning by Certain Large Insured Na-
tional Banks, Insured Federal Savings Asso-
ciations, and Insured Federal Branches
[Docket ID: OCC-2024-0008] (RIN: 1557-AF27)
received October 24, 2024, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on Fi-
nancial Services.

EC-5973. A letter from the Policy and
Rules Division Chief, Office of Engineering
and Technology, Federal Communications
Commission, transmitting the Commission’s
final rule — In the Matter of Amendment of
Parts 15 and 74 of the Rules for Wireless
Microphones in the TV Bands, 600 MHz Guard
Band, 600 MHz Duplex Gap, and the 941.5-944
MHz, 944-952 MHz, 952.850-956.250 MHz, 956.45-
959.85 MHz, 1435-15256 MHz, 6875-6900 MHz and
7100-7125 MHz Bands [ET Docket No.: 21-115]
(RM-11821) received November 1, 2024, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee
on Energy and Commerce.

EC-5974. A letter from the Supervisory,
Program Analyst, Wireless Telecommuni-
cations Bureau, Public Safety and Homeland
Security, Federal Communications Commis-
sion, transmitting the Commission’s final
rule — In the Matter of Amendment of Part
90 of the Commission’s Rules [WP Docket
No.: 07-100] received November 1, 2024, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee
on Energy and Commerce.

EC-5975. A letter from the Director, Rule-
making Operations, National Highway Traf-
fic Safety Administration, Department of
Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Federal Motor Vehicle
Safety Standards; FMVSS No. 213,: ‘“‘Child
Restraint Systems”, FMVSS No. 213a, ‘‘Child
Restraint Systems--Side Impact Protec-
tion”’, and FMVSS No. 213b, ‘“‘Child Restraint
Systems’—-Response to Petitions for Recon-
sideration [Docket No.: NHTSA-2024-0058]
(RIN: 2127-AM64) received October 31, 2024,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce.

EC-5976. A letter from the Director, Rule-
making Operations, National Highway Traf-
fic Safety Administration, Department of
Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Federal Motor Vehicle
Safety Standards; Anti-Ejection Glazing for
Bus Portals; Bus Emergency Exits and Win-
dow Retention and Release [Docket No.:
NHTSA-2024-0061] (RIN: 2127-AL36) received
October 31, 2024, pursuant to 5 TU.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

EC-5977. A letter from the Congressional
and Public Affairs Specialist, Bureau of In-
dustry and Security, Department of Com-
merce, transmitting the Department’s final
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