H592

the volunteers for their selfless service
and wish them much success with their
business in the future.

RECOGNIZING HARRISONBURG HIGH SCHOOL

ELECTRIC VEHICLE TEAM

Mr. CLINE. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to recognize the Harrisonburg
High School Electric Vehicle Team for
being invited to compete in the 2024
UAE Electric Vehicle Grand Prix.

The Harrisonburg High School Elec-
tric Vehicle Team has been competing
in the Electric Vehicle Grand Prix as
this competition empowers each con-
structor to use their knowledge and de-
sign and build a car that can race the
most laps within the time span of an
hour.

The Harrisonburg car is unique, as it
is equipped with built-in data collec-
tion so the team can get feedback in
real time to improve technique.

After 2 years of hard work and dedi-
cation to build the most efficient car,
these young engineers were selected to
be one of six teams representing the
United States in the International EV
Competition in Abu Dhabi.

The engineers of this car include:
Jack Rocker, Joshua Nafziger, Jo-
hanna Mayfield, Monica Espinoza Mar-
tinez, Colin Snider, Peter Johnson, and
Davis Bert.

As these young engineers enjoy life
in the fast lane, I join all Americans in
expressing our support and hope that
we see them standing at the top of the
podium in Abu Dhabi as winners of the
Grand Prix.

SECRETARY MAYORKAS HAS FAILED

Mr. CLINE. Madam Speaker, this
weekend while Americans were pre-
paring for the Super Bowl, Secretary
Mayorkas appeared on NBC’s ‘‘Meet
the Press” and claimed that the De-
partment of Homeland Security did not
bear responsibility for the broken im-
migration system in this country.

The Department of Homeland Secu-
rity website states that the job of the
Secretary is to: counter terrorism and
enhance security, secure and manage
our borders, enforce and administer our
immigration laws, and provide essen-
tial support for national security.

The Homeland Security Committee
outlined for the House how he has
failed in every single category. I com-
mend my colleagues for taking action
yesterday to impeach Secretary
Mayorkas and hold him accountable
for his failures.

Let me give an example for each one.

He has failed in his responsibility to
stop the influx of terrorists into this
country. Last year, there were 169 peo-
ple whose names appear on the ter-
rorist watch list who were stopped try-
ing to cross the southern border—a
record.

He has failed to secure and manage
our borders. There have been over 7
million illegal crossings of our south-
ern border, 1.7 million Kknown got-
aways who evaded U.S. Border Patrol,
and has empowered and emboldened
ruthless criminal cartels to control our
southern border and poison our com-
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munities with enough fentanyl to kill
every American. In 2023, CBP seized a
record of over 27,000 pounds of fentanyl
at the southwest border.

He has failed to enforce and admin-
ister our immigration laws. On day
one, Joe Biden and Secretary
Mayorkas ended the Trump-era remain
in Mexico policies, the strongest border
security laws implemented in genera-
tions. He also has the authority to use
the current laws in place to secure our
border but has neglected any law in the
book and this has led to the crisis that
has engulfed this country.

He has failed to provide essential
support for national security. Border
Patrol agents have apprehended indi-
viduals from more than 160 countries
since January of 2021, including from
countries that sponsor terrorism or
major U.S. adversaries.

Additionally, between October 2022
and August 2023, CBP recorded nearly
75,000 encounters of aliens who rep-
resent a potential threat to national
security.

He has failed. It is time to remove
him from office.

—————

RECOGNIZING THE SIXTH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE PARKLAND
SHOOTING

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Florida (Mr. MOSKOWITZ) for 5 minutes.

Mr. MOSKOWITZ. Madam Speaker,
today is Valentine’s Day, but I don’t
celebrate Valentine’s Day anymore. I
haven’t celebrated Valentine’s Day in 6
yvears. Today is a difficult day for my-
self, many in the city of Parkland, and
my constituents. You see, it is the
sixth anniversary of the mass shooting
at my high school, Marjory Stoneman
Douglas in my hometown of Parkland.

I remember February 14, 2018, like it
was yesterday. I was in Tallahassee
when my wife called and said some-
thing terrible has happened at the high
school around the corner from our
home. I was informed that there had
been a mass shooting.

I immediately traveled home to
Parkland. I went to the school that I
graduated from and saw what it looks
like when your high school is turned
into a war zone.

I then went to the hotel where they
were Kkeeping the families of the kids
who were missing. I knew they weren’t
missing.

For 8 hours, they waited in that hotel
while the Broward Sheriff’s Office and
the FBI told them what happened to
their kid. They pulled families out one
by one into a separate area of the ball-
room separated by a partition. The
process went on from 12:30 in the morn-
ing until 3 in the morning. I didn’t hear
crying. I heard screaming. It haunts
me every day.

Madam Speaker, 17 innocent peobple
didn’t make it out of that building on
that fateful day. I knew we had to do
something, and so I brought my col-
leagues from the Florida legislature to
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see the building firsthand and see how
it affected families in my community.

What we saw was unfathomable to
imagine—the sight of the deadliest
high school shooting in American his-
tory.

Families now have empty rooms in
their homes. They have empty chairs
at the dinner table. My own son, who
was 4 years old at the time, went to
preschool right around the corner sepa-
rated by a traffic light from Marjory
Stoneman Douglas. The teacher that
was with my 4-year-old in a closet that
day, her daughter was killed. While she
was protecting my son, her daughter,
Jaime, was killed at Douglas.

Like previous Valentine’s Days, par-
ents and wives will spend their time
visiting their children or their hus-
bands at the cemetery.

I remember parents telling me one
thing, and they said it over and over,
and it has stuck with me ever since.
They said that the only thing I did
wrong was send my Kid to school. That
is not on them. That is an indictment
on us. It is an indictment on the elect-
ed officials who have failed to do noth-
ing to keep our kids safe in school.

I mean, look at them. These were ba-
bies murdered in their classroom. They
were teachers. I went to high school
with Aaron Feis. He was on my football
team when we were in high school. He
became a football coach. He ran in to
try to help, and he was gunned down.

At least in Florida we did something
after the shooting at my high school.
The Florida legislature passed the Mar-
jory Stoneman Douglas School Safety
Act. It raised the age to buy a firearm
to 21. It instituted red flag laws and 3-
day waiting periods. By the way, those
red flag laws which take weapons out
of the hands of people who are men-
tally ill have been used 12,000 times in
6 years. Madam Speaker, 12,000 times
law enforcement in the State of Flor-
ida has deemed someone either a dan-
ger to themselves or a danger to oth-
ers.

We put hundreds of millions of dol-
lars into mental health, school re-
source officers, school safety, and this
was passed on a bipartisan basis. In
fact, it was led by my Republican col-
leagues, A-plus rated members of the
NRA, and signed into law by Governor
Scott who became a U.S. Senator. They
got it right that day. They got it right.
We did that while still upholding peo-
ple’s constitutional freedoms and
rights.

Madam Speaker, as we sadly reflect
today on the sixth anniversary of the
mass shooting at Marjory Stoneman
Douglas High School, I am going to use
the rest of my time to sit in silence
after I read the names of the victims:
Alyssa Alhadeff, Martin Duque
Anguiano, Scott Beigel, Nicholas
Dworet, Aaron Feis, Jaime Guttenberg,
Chris Hixon, Luke Hoyer, Cara
Loughran, Gina Montalto, Joaquin Oli-
ver, Alaina Petty, Meadow Pollack,
Helena Ramsay, Alex Schachter, Car-
men Schentrup, and Peter Wang.
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HONORING LONG’S DRUG STORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Tennessee (Mr. BURCHETT) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. BURCHETT. Madam Speaker, I
rise today to honor Long’s Drug Store,
a family-owned and operated pharmacy
that has been serving the Knoxville
community since its opening in 1956.
After 67 years, Long’s had its last day
on January 16.

My very good friend Hank Peck and
his family has kept the store running
for over 60 years. His dad became a
pharmacist at Long’s in 1959 alongside
Clarence Long and John Benson. Actu-
ally, Mr. Peck was my Sunday school-
teacher for a while, so if you all need
to blame anybody for anything, that
would be him.

When Long’s first opened, the idea
was to open a drugstore that would
also be Knoxville’s first shopping cen-
ter. It was a place where you could stop
and pick up your prescriptions, enjoy a
milkshake, and pick up some comic
books. All the folks at Long’s Drug
Store are wonderful people. I am so
grateful I got to know Sharon, who
worked behind the pharmacy counter;
Ruth, who has been working there for
47 years and who is pictured right there
with Hank; and all the other lovely
folks at Long’s Drug Store.

They have been good friends to me
and my family for a long time, and I
wish them very well in the next chap-
ter of their lives.

Knoxville will not forget Long’s Drug
Store and its many years of service to
our great community.

CELEBRATING JOE DUNCAN’S 100TH BIRTHDAY

Mr. BURCHETT. Madam Speaker,
today I rise to honor Judge Joe Duncan
as he celebrates his 100th birthday.

Joe was born February 11, 1924, in
Scott County, Tennessee.

He was raised on a farm with his nine
siblings where his parents taught him
all the values of hard work, responsi-
bility, and a good education.

During World War II, Joe enlisted in
the United States Army Air Corps, and
he was honorably discharged in 1945. He
then got his law degree from the Uni-
versity of Tennessee. Later on, he
worked as a special agent for the FBI
and was given a letter of commenda-
tion from none other than J. Edgar
Hoover when he retired.

He also served as the Knox County
criminal court judge and spent 15 years
on the Tennessee Court of Criminal Ap-
peals.

In 1946, Joe married the love of his
life, Louetta; and they had a son, Phil-
lip, and two grandchildren, Meredyth
and Tyler.

Joe and his family have been working
in public service in east Tennessee for
many years. Joe supported his brother
John’s successful bid for Knoxville
mayor in 1959 and 1963, as well as
John’s successful campaign for U.S.
House of Representatives in 1964. Joe
also supported the political careers of
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his nephew, my predecessor, John Dun-
can, Jr., who was Tennessee’s Second
District Representative in Congress be-
fore me; as well as his niece, State sen-
ator, Becky Massey; and his son, Falls
Church city councilor Phillip Duncan.

Judge Duncan has lived a beautiful
and full life in public service, and I am
honored to wish him a happy 100th
birthday on the House floor today.

RECOGNIZING CHARLIE AND PATSY DANIELS’

T0TH ANNIVERSARY

Mr. BURCHETT. Madam Chair, I
want to recognize my dear friends,
Charlie and Patsy Daniels, who are
celebrating their 70th wedding anniver-
sary this year.

Charlie spent 60 years as a successful
political cartoonist in east Tennessee,
and he just retired a few years ago.
Many of his cartoons are hanging on
the walls of my Knoxville office. As
you can see on one of them in the post-
er beside me, during my first years of
Congress, I spoke here on the House
floor about his retirement. I said back
then—and it is as true today—that I
have been made fun of by people all
over the world, but my friend, Charlie,
is my favorite.

His cartoons were razor sharp while
still being very respectful. Charlie’s
lovely wife, Patsy, has been at Char-
lie’s side since they were childhood
sweethearts. They made their home in
Powell, Tennessee, where Charlie cooks
breakfast for Patsy every morning.

Charlie and Patsy often attend re-
unions for the alumni of Fork Union
Military Academy where Charlie at-
tended high school, as well as Tarheel
football games. When they travel for
reunions or to visit family, Charlie is
always the willing chauffeur.

They have a great love for their chil-
dren, Charles, Jr., and Sarah, as well as
their grandkids and great-grandkids.

Madam Speaker, I wish a happy anni-
versary to Charlie and Patsy. They are
an example to all of us of a faithful and
loving marriage that has lasted a life-
time.

I would be remiss if I did not note
that Charlie is also a member of the
United States Marine Corps.
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CORRUPTION IN THE UNITED NATIONS RELIEF
AND WORKS AGENCY

Mr. BURCHETT. Madam Speaker, for
a long time, there have been rumors
that the United Nations Relief and
Works Agency had a relationship with
Hamas. Last week, those rumors were
confirmed when we discovered that 12
members of the agency were directly
involved in the horrific attacks by
Hamas on our friends in Israel on Octo-
ber 7. Another 1,200 employees of the
agency have direct connections to
Hamas. That is 10 percent of all the
agency’s employees in Gaza.

The State Department did the right
thing by pausing its funding to the
agency, but it is also something Presi-
dent Trump did years ago. The Biden
administration restarted the funding in
2021. Clearly, the administration did
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not do proper research to ensure this
funding wasn’t going to friends of ter-
rorists.

Also, pausing the funding did not
have the huge impact they want us to
think it did, since the United States
has given them at least $730 million in
taxpayer dollars since 2021. That is
about 99 percent of what has been allo-
cated, and we only paused about
$300,000 in the remaining funding.

Now, an Israeli firm is investigating
the United Nations Relief and Works
Agency’s digital wallets to see where
their cryptocurrency is going. The firm
has found that at least one digital wal-
let that belongs to Hamas is still ac-
tive.

We need to defund the United Na-
tions, Madam Speaker.

———

GUARANTEED INCOME FOR
FOSTER YOUTH

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
California (Mr. ROBERT GARCIA) for 5
minutes.

Mr. ROBERT GARCIA of California.
Madam Speaker, I rise today to urge
my colleagues to help improve the
lives of thousands of vulnerable youth
across our country.

Our Guaranteed Income for Foster
Youth Act will create a new Federal
program to provide $1,000 a month to
young adults exiting foster care and
helping them pull themselves out of
poverty, as well as build healthy eco-
nomic communities across the country.

It is no secret that there are major
gaps in the Federal foster care system.
More than a fifth of foster care youth
experience homelessness within 1 year
of emancipation. It is critical that we
uplift our foster youth during such a
transformative and vulnerable time in
their lives.

For my entire career, I have been a
strong advocate for guaranteed income
programs. When I was the mayor of
Long Beach, we built and launched a
transformational guaranteed income
program that is now directly helping
over 900 low-income individuals, in-
cluding over 500 children.

I have also had the pleasure of work-
ing with the Mayors for Guaranteed In-
come, to show how providing direct
payments can end poverty in the
United States.

Across the country, guaranteed in-
come programs have done incredible
things for families. They have pursued
higher-paying jobs, obtained under-
graduate degrees, paid off debt, and af-
forded basic necessities like food and
utilities.

The evidence across the country is
clear: Guaranteed income programs
have been incredibly successful in lift-
ing people out of poverty and helping
to preserve economic freedom and inde-
pendence.

Working together, we can ensure
that children leaving the foster care
system can have the foundation they
need to thrive in our community.
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