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It also raises prescription drug costs 

for almost one-half million residents 
by eliminating Medicare out-of-pocket 
limits. Even worse, it would block the 
government from negotiating lower 
drug prices, lining the pockets of phar-
maceutical companies at the expense 
of our most vulnerable communities. 

The attacks on Medicare and Med-
icaid would be devastating to Black 
and low-income people’s access to vital 
healthcare. Black women, especially 
Black expectant mothers who already 
are facing among the worst infant and 
maternal mortality rates in the devel-
oped world, would face even worse out-
comes. 

The criminalization of abortion, 
tracking of miscarriages and still-
births, and restrictions on access to 
Plan B would impinge on the freedom 
of Black women to make their own de-
cisions and eliminate their healthcare 
options. 

That is not all. Project 2025 would 
eliminate programs like Head Start 
which provide critical childcare for 
over 12,000 children in New Jersey 
alone. 

It would force 167,200 student loan 
borrowers to pay thousands more each 
year and dismantle the U.S. Depart-
ment of Education, cutting vital fund-
ing for schools serving low-income stu-
dents and putting nearly 4,000 New Jer-
sey teachers and their students at risk. 

Project 2025 isn’t just a political 
pledge. It is a direct attack on our fam-
ilies, our values, and the future of our 
country. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
stand together against the dangerous 
assault. Let’s get back to work not for 
the uber-wealthy and mega corpora-
tions behind the 2025 agenda, but for 
the people. 

SUICIDE PREVENTION 
Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN. Mr. 

Speaker, in 2023 we lost over 50,000 peo-
ple to suicide across the country. The 
year before, more than 1.6 million indi-
viduals attempted to take their own 
lives. 

These deaths of despair dispropor-
tionately affect some communities 
more than others. Systemic issues such 
as generational trauma, racism, eco-
nomic disparities, and historical op-
pression have compounded mental 
health challenges leading to an envi-
ronment that has been devastating to 
our Black youth. 

For example, between 2007 and 2020, 
the suicide rate among Black youth 
ages 10 to 17 increased by 144 percent, 
and from 2018 to 2022, the suicide rate 
among Black youth ages 10 to 19 in-
creased by 54 percent while decreasing 
elsewhere. 

Every life lost to suicide is an incom-
prehensible tragedy, and the heart-
breaking truth is that these deaths are 
so preventable. That is why it is so im-
portant that we act. Our choices can 
make a real difference in people’s lives. 
We have a responsibility, especially 
here in Congress, to ensure that re-
sources and support are available to 
people who need help. 

In 2019, I chaired the Congressional 
Black Caucus’ Emergency Task Force 
on Black Youth Suicide and Mental 
Health. The product of that task force, 
the Pursuing Equity in Mental Health 
Act, would provide resources to in-
crease access to mental health care 
among America’s youth, as well as help 
train a new generation of culturally 
competent mental health professionals. 

Mr. Speaker, no matter your race, 
your background, or your gender, each 
one of us wants—no, prays for our chil-
dren to grow healthy. When we see 
them struggle, we struggle. When we 
see they are in pain, we feel that pain 
deeply. Democrat, Republican, or Inde-
pendent, it does not matter who you 
are. 

However, it doesn’t have to be this 
way. Children who have access to help 
can thrive. They have shown an ability 
to bounce back and become strong, 
happy, and resilient, and to be active 
and productive in their communities. 

We can create the conditions in 
which all of our children have a shot at 
happy and fulfilling lives. All that is 
required is for us to break through the 
partisan gridlock. Our children’s and 
grandchildren’s lives depend upon it. 

f 

INVESTIGATING JARED KUSHNER 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
California (Mr. ROBERT GARCIA) for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. ROBERT GARCIA of California. 
Mr. Speaker, in the past 18 months, Re-
publicans have gathered 3.8 million 
documents and 80 hours of witness tes-
timonies on a baseless inquiry against 
President Joe Biden, but now that Joe 
Biden is not running for President, 
they have ended their political im-
peachment stunt. 

The investigation that we should be 
focusing on is Jared Kushner and his $2 
billion from the Saudis, just months 
after leaving the Trump White House. 
New reporting today from The New 
York Times has noted that Jared 
Kushner collected $112 million in fees 
but hasn’t made a single dime for the 
Saudis through this fund. We don’t 
know if the Saudis expected profits or 
if they just wanted to reward Jared for 
his service. 

This $2 billion payment for this in-
vestment fund represents the reward of 
sitting next to former President Trump 
and pushing for pro-Saudi policies. 

During his time in the White House, 
Mr. Kushner consistently ignored the 
recommendations of top foreign policy 
experts at the State Department and 
even ignored the warnings of Trump’s 
own Secretary of State. 

These conflicts of interest and the 
national security threats are obvious, 
but House Republicans are not inter-
ested in uncovering the truth about 
Kushner’s actions or the suspicious ac-
tions of the Saudi Government and 
other foreign governments. 

While the Senate is beginning to fi-
nally move on this investigation, the 
House has done nothing. 

Mr. Speaker, we can no longer wait 
to hold the Kushners accountable for 
their shady dealings. Our democracy is 
not for sale, and we need to ask our-
selves the question: Why did Jared 
Kushner receive $2 billion for an in-
vestment fund just months after leav-
ing the White House? 

The American people deserve an-
swers, and we should never stop until 
we get them. 

f 

LITTLE VILLAGE ARCH 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Illinois (Mr. GARCÍA) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. GARCÍA of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 
this Hispanic Heritage Month, I rise to 
celebrate the iconic landmark in my 
district, the ‘‘Little Village Arch,’’ ‘‘el 
Arco de La Villita.’’ 

Since 1990, the arch has become the 
gateway to the largest Mexican com-
munity in the Midwest. It is a symbol 
of economic, cultural, and social con-
tributions of Mexicans and Mexican 
Americans in the city and the region. 
It is a reminder to younger generations 
to be proud of their roots. 

The arch is located on West 26th 
Street, a commercial corridor which is 
also the second highest revenue gener-
ator in Chicago, with businesses pre-
dominantly owned by Mexican Ameri-
cans and Mexican immigrants. 

As an alderman in 1987, I had the vi-
sion of a marker that would celebrate 
the growing Mexican population in the 
city and foster community pride. I 
wanted a monument modeled after 
Mexican architecture, something that 
would make 26th Street stand out. 

I got to work and secured the funds 
with the support of numerous commu-
nity members, small business owners, 
and the Little Village Chamber of 
Commerce, and together we began the 
process to make this dream come true. 

The design was commissioned to ar-
chitect Adrian Lozano, also an immi-
grant from Mexico, and the contractors 
who helped build it were Ron Baltierra 
and Dave Ramirez, both Vietnam vet-
erans. All of them poured their hearts 
and souls into the design and construc-
tion of the arch. 

The Little Village Arch has become 
the heart of the Mexican community in 
the Midwest. People come from all over 
the U.S. to visit it. The annual Mexi-
can Independence Day Parade that just 
celebrated its 53rd year kicks off from 
the arch. 

Two years ago the city council offi-
cially approved the landmark status 
for the arch, thus beginning the much- 
needed restoration process. I am proud 
to say that the clock that hangs on the 
arch, a gift from the Mexican Govern-
ment, was successfully restored by the 
original makers, Relojes Centenario, 
the oldest clockmakers in Mexico. 

It is an honor and pride to be part of 
the origin story of the arch. Mr. Speak-
er, when you come to my neighbor-
hood, I will take you to the arch and 
say: ‘‘Welcome to the Little Village,’’ 
‘‘Bienvenidos a La Villita.’’ 
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HONORING BENITO MORALES 

Mr. GARCÍA of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 
during Hispanic Heritage Month, we 
often talk about our cultural and eco-
nomic contributions, but we cannot 
forget that Latinos have served our 
country in every war since the Revolu-
tionary War. 

Today, I rise to honor the contribu-
tions and patriotism of one of those he-
roes: Benito Morales. 

Benito was born in a small town in 
Texas during the Great Depression. He 
attended segregated schools, where he 
and his brother constantly faced dis-
crimination. 

Benito had to start working after fin-
ishing the fourth grade. Later, his fam-
ily moved to Chicago looking for better 
opportunities. By the time he was 19 
years old, Benito was called to service 
at the height of World War II. He 
served our country, fighting across 
France and into Germany. 

During the crossing of the Ludendorff 
Bridge across the Rhine River on 
March 8, 1945, an enemy artillery shell 
burst directly in front of the vehicle in 
which Private Morales was riding. 

With complete disregard for his per-
sonal safety, he assisted in the evacu-
ation of 11 American soldiers to the 
nearest station. His heroism earned 
him the Bronze Star Medal, but it took 
75 years and the advocacy of his fellow 
veterans for the Army to add V for 
valor to his medal. 

In 2016, Benito was awarded the 
French Government’s Legion of Honor 
Medal by the French Consul General, 
for which I had the honor to be present. 
Benito is currently a member of The 
American Legion Manuel Perez, Jr., 
Post 1017 in Chicago. 

He is now 101 years old, and his life is 
a perfect example of the contributions 
that the Latino community has made 
to the United States. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank Benito for his 
bravery and continued service to our 
country and community. 

HONORING SYLVIA PUENTE 

Mr. GARCÍA of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to honor my friend and 
community leader, Sylvia Puente, who 
has served for nearly 18 years as presi-
dent and CEO of the Latino Policy 
Forum and will step down at the end of 
this year. 

Sylvia is a public policy expert whose 
activism began at the age of 13, walk-
ing the picket line with her mom in 
support of farmworkers. She has spent 
her career advocating for justice, eq-
uity, and economic prosperity. 

Sylvia’s last name, Puente, means 
‘‘bridge’’ in Spanish and translates into 
her own personal mission statement, 
which is to build bridges of under-
standing and opportunity within and 
between the Latino community and the 
larger society. 

Mr. Speaker, we wish her Godspeed in 
her new endeavors as we celebrate His-
panic Heritage Month. 

RECOGNIZING PASTOR DARIN 
WOOD OF THE FIRST BAPTIST 
CHURCH OF MIDLAND 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. PFLUGER) for 2 minutes. 

Mr. PFLUGER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Pastor Darin Wood 
of the First Baptist Church of Midland, 
Texas, who will be opening the House 
floor in prayer on Friday. 

Pastor Wood grew up in Joshua, 
Texas, and started his career in pas-
toral ministry in 1999. The Wood family 
later moved to the Permian Basin and 
started preaching at First Baptist 
Church of Midland in February of 2016. 

His leadership is truly inspirational 
in the Permian Basin. He is no stranger 
to lending a hand to others, and he has 
opened the congregation’s doors to the 
public during times of need. 

In his own words: ‘‘you may enjoy 
the title of ‘pastor,’ but truthfully, it 
is an earned role, won bit by bit . . .’’ 

His wife, Julie, and son, Joshua, will 
be joining him on Friday. Pastor Wood 
is an inspiration to so many. For those 
who live in Midland, the Permian 
Basin, Midland-Odessa, they know Pas-
tor Darin Wood. They know the inspi-
ration that he brings to the commu-
nity. Not only is he a voice of reason 
and of wisdom, but he also urges dis-
cernment. 

He has personally helped me since I 
have been here. In fact, just recently, 
he was telling me about his study on 
Ezra and Esther and Nehemiah and 
talking about the stories of the Old 
Testament and how they apply to us 
today. 

I thank Pastor Wood for his inspira-
tion. For those who live in Midland, 
they know how inspirational he truly 
is, and he has been inspirational to me 
and so many others around Wash-
ington, D.C., as he prays for us con-
tinuously. I think our country needs 
prayer right now. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank Pastor Wood for 
what he does to serve the Permian 
Basin, to serve First Baptist Church, 
and to serve so many people. I also 
thank him for his inspiration, edu-
cation, and prayers for me and so many 
other leaders. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until noon 
today. 

Accordingly (at 11 o’clock and 49 
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 

f 

b 1200 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Ms. FOXX) at noon. 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Margaret 
Grun Kibben, offered the following 
prayer: 

Holy and omnipotent God, though we 
have never seen You, we know You. We 
know You for You have shown Yourself 
in the wondrous things that You have 
done and the countless gifts of love 
You reveal to us each day. 

You Lord, our God, faithful in keep-
ing Your covenant of love to a thou-
sand generations, to those who love 
You and keep Your commands. 

Remind us in our generation of Your 
command to be bearers of Your love in 
our time. For when we love one an-
other, You abide in us, and Your love is 
revealed through us. 

And when love is scary, when there 
seems to be no reason or return in lov-
ing those around us, remind us that 
there is no fear in love, for Your per-
fect love casts out fear. Your love will 
prevail. 

Remind us again that we love be-
cause You first loved us, with all our 
faults and flaws, doubts and divisions, 
and that we are commanded to love 
even the most aggravating of our 
brothers and sisters. 

How great is Your love, O God our 
Father, that You have lavished on us 
that each one of us should be called 
children of God. Today, may we live be-
lieving that we are and that those 
whom we encounter this day are Your 
children, too. 

In Your gracious name we pray. 
Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House the approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1 of rule I, the 
Journal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentlewoman from Arizona (Mrs. 
LESKO) come forward and lead the 
House in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mrs. LESKO led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair will entertain up to 15 requests 
for 1-minute speeches on each side of 
the aisle. 

f 

RECKLESS IMMIGRATION POLICIES 
ON FULL DISPLAY 

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 
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