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he cultivates in them for the trades, 
which is why he so deservingly earned 
the Evergreen School District’s Educa-
tor of the Year award in 2021. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank Bill for all he 
has done for our community and our 
students. I wish him the very best in 
his last year in the classroom and in 
his well-deserved retirement. 

MIA AIR FORCE SERGEANT DAVID STANLEY 
PRICE FINALLY COMES HOME 

Ms. PEREZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the return home to 
Centralia for Air Force Sergeant David 
Stanley Price, who has been considered 
missing in action for the last 56 years. 

On March 11, 1968, while serving in 
the Vietnam war, Sergeant Price was 
declared missing in action when the 
outpost he was manning was attacked. 

On that day, he, along with 10 other 
servicemembers manning that post, 
were deemed to be killed or captured. 

Finally, last year, the Defense POW/ 
MIA Accounting Agency recovered his 
remains and was able to identify Ser-
geant Price. This allowed for him to fi-
nally return home and end the decades 
of worry and wondering his family has 
gone through. 

Sergeant Price was a husband and fa-
ther and an active member of his com-
munity. I cannot imagine the pain his 
loved ones have had to endure over the 
last 56 years, but I hope the return of 
his remains brings them some measure 
of peace. 

Sergeant Price made the ultimate 
sacrifice for his country, and I am 
grateful that he can be properly laid to 
rest at home. 

f 

HONORING HEROES WHO MADE UL-
TIMATE SACRIFICE IN OCTOBER 
1983 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Indiana (Mr. PENCE) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. PENCE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the 241 American heroes who 
made the ultimate sacrifice on October 
23, 1983, 41 years ago, in Beirut, Leb-
anon. 

For my family and so many families, 
this day is deeply emotional. 

When I enlisted in 1979 as a young 
man, I wanted to serve and be part of 
something bigger. That led me to the 
United States Marine Corps. 

Like every marine, I took an oath to 
God, to country, and to the corps. Sem-
per Fidelis is not just a slogan or creed. 
For every marine, it is a way of life. 

Only those who have earned the 
Eagle, Globe, and Anchor can fully un-
derstand the faith and loyalty instilled 
in us in the Marine Corps. Semper 
Fidelis is part of the very fabric of 
every marine, past and present. 

I served as the first lieutenant in the 
3rd Battalion, 3rd Marines. In 1983, my 
battalion was ordered to Beirut, Leb-
anon, in support of the 1st Battalion, 
8th Marine Regiment and the 24th Ma-
rine Amphibious Unit. 

I vividly remember the evenings we 
sat on the roof of the Marine barracks 

with the American flag flying over our 
heads. The nearby barrage of small 
armed gunfire and mortar rounds made 
it very clear that we were in harm’s 
way. 

On that terrible day 41 years ago, a 
terrorist affiliated with Hezbollah and 
Hamas, financed by Iran, drove a truck 
bomb into the barracks we called 
home. 

Mr. Speaker, 241 American service-
men were killed, 220 of which were my 
fellow marines, 241 sons, brothers, fa-
thers, and friends, the heroes who 
never returned home. 

Mr. Speaker, 241 came in peace, and 
241 lives were stolen from us by an act 
of pure evil. 

It was the deadliest day for the Ma-
rine Corps since the Battle of Iwo 
Jima. 

It is by the grace of God that I was 
able to come home to my wife, Denise, 
who was expecting our first child, Ni-
cole. My battalion had shipped out 10 
days before the bombing, but, Mr. 
Speaker, today is not about me. 

Today is about the 241 soldiers, sail-
ors, and marines who laid down their 
lives to protect our freedoms. Today is 
about every veteran who nobly wore 
the uniform of our Armed Forces. 

On this somber day, I look out at the 
flag flying over the U.S. Capitol and 
feel the same reverence I felt standing 
below the Stars and Stripes on the roof 
of the Beirut barracks in 1983. 

Though I will never know exactly 
why I was spared when so many were 
not, I understand that our first duty is 
to remember and be faithful. Every 
year, it does not get any easier to 
think of my fellow marines who never 
made it back home. 

In the last few months, we have seen 
some level of justice, with the military 
termination of two of those responsible 
for stealing 241 futures with no regard 
for decency or humanity. While this is 
a moment I and so many have waited 
for, the families of the fallen deserve 
more. It is my mission to ensure we all 
remember the tragedy of this day and 
the lives we lost. 

Mr. Speaker, we must always remain 
faithful and never forget the ultimate 
sacrifice these fine marines made on 
our behalf for freedom. 

Semper Fi. 
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SOUNDING ALARM ON PROJECT 
2025 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Massachusetts (Mrs. TRAHAN) for 5 
minutes. 

Mrs. TRAHAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to sound the alarm about the 
dangerous and extreme policies put for-
ward in Project 2025, the self-described 
blueprint for the Republican President 
to take over total control of the Fed-
eral Government and our lives. 

Spanning more than 900 pages, 
Project 2025 lays out not a concept of a 
plan but a plan for Donald Trump or 
another GOP President to ignore the 

Constitution and unilaterally turn 
back the clock on working families, 
women, and our children. 

For families, Project 2025 calls to 
eliminate overtime pay and kick peo-
ple with preexisting conditions off of 
their healthcare insurance. 

For women and girls, Project 2025 
calls for taking the Republican abor-
tion bans that are devastating women 
in Georgia and Texas and jeopardizing 
IVF in Alabama and doing the same 
nationally. 

For our children, Project 2025 calls 
for eliminating the Department of Edu-
cation and defunding our public 
schools. 

Each and every one of these pro-
posals would have been devastating for 
millions of Americans. I know that, 
Mr. Speaker, because every one of 
them would have ruined my life. 

My dad was a union ironworker. He 
picked up overtime whenever possible 
so that he could keep a roof over our 
heads and put food on the table. Like 
so many families, Project 2025 taking 
away the chance to work overtime 
could have meant us losing our home 
or going to bed hungry. 

When my dad was diagnosed with MS 
at just 48 years old, he needed his 
health insurance to visit the doctor 
and afford his medications. Project 2025 
allowing an insurance corporation to 
kick him off his healthcare coverage 
just because he was sick would have 
been a death sentence, just as it could 
be for millions of Americans with pre-
existing conditions. 

When my husband and I decided to 
start our family but struggled to get 
pregnant, we were forced to turn to 
IVF, and we are so fortunate to have 
our two beautiful daughters, but as we 
saw in Alabama, Project 2025’s pro-
posals that endanger IVF fertility 
treatments can be physically and men-
tally debilitating for couples turning 
to fertility treatments as their last 
hope. 

Finally, I am the proud product of 
Lowell Public Schools, from elemen-
tary to high school. Like any public 
school student, I can tell you so many 
stories of teachers who made the most 
of the little resources they had to give 
us every opportunity to succeed. 

Ripping that lifeline away from 
working families, as Project 2025 pro-
poses, is a horrible idea, plain and sim-
ple. 

Project 2025 will take us backward to 
a time when life was great if you were 
wealthy or well connected, but that 
same time was hard. It was hard for 
workers and parents like mine who 
wanted nothing more than to give their 
kids a better life than they had. That 
is why I am here to say that we can’t 
and we won’t go back. 

House Democrats will move our 
country forward with a vision where 
people are proud to be an American 
again. 

They are proud because working fam-
ilies aren’t just getting by and making 
ends meet, but they are getting ahead. 
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They are proud because women have 

the freedom to make their own 
healthcare decisions without the fear 
of politicians getting in the way. 

Lastly, they are proud because our 
children can go to class and thrive 
while us moms and dads don’t have to 
worry about their school being 
defunded or, worse, the next target of a 
deranged mass shooter. 

Mr. Speaker, that should be some-
thing all of us can get behind, and it is 
why I will urge my Republican col-
leagues to reject Project 2025 and work 
with us to build a future where people 
have every chance to get ahead. 

f 

RECOGNIZING BANK OF 
BOTETOURT’S 125TH ANNIVERSARY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Virginia (Mr. CLINE) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. CLINE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor a cornerstone of our commu-
nity, the Bank of Botetourt, as they 
celebrate 125 years of dedicated service. 

Founded as the Bank of Buchanan in 
1899 and chartered by the general as-
sembly, the institution began its jour-
ney on Main Street in Buchanan. In 
1995, they changed their name to the 
Bank of Botetourt. 

Today, they have grown into a vital 
part of our local economy, boasting 
$800 million in assets and employing 
133 individuals across 13 locations. 

Covering 2,500 square miles, they 
positively impact the lives of residents 
throughout Botetourt, Franklin, Roa-
noke, and Rockbridge Counties, as well 
as the city of Salem. Most recently, 
they have expanded their reach by es-
tablishing new offices in Rocky Mount 
and Goodwill’s Melrose Plaza in Roa-
noke. 

Throughout its remarkable 125-year 
history, the bank has been guided by 
seven dedicated presidents and remains 
one of only six Virginia State-char-
tered banks to have existed before the 
establishment of the State Corporation 
Commission. 

Mr. Speaker, I, once again, congratu-
late the Bank of Botetourt for 125 
years of outstanding, efficient, and 
courteous service to our citizens. May 
their success continue for many more 
years to come. 

b 1030 

RECOGNIZING MUHLENBERG LUTHERAN 
CHURCH’S 175TH ANNIVERSARY 

Mr. CLINE. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
recognize an incredible milestone for 
Muhlenberg Lutheran Church in Vir-
ginia’s Sixth District as they celebrate 
their 175th anniversary this year. 

Muhlenberg has come far from their 
humble beginnings in 1849 in downtown 
Harrisonburg. The first worship space 
was a small, wooden structure on the 
corner of Wolfe and Main, and the con-
gregation boasted 50 baptized members. 

The church grew in size and spirit, 
and after one century, Muhlenberg 
broke ground on its current location 
along East Market Street. 

The new soaring spire was topped 
with a unique ‘‘Gospel cross’’ con-
taining four outward-pointing arrows. 
The cross is a perfect representation of 
the church’s identity as members go 
forth in all directions to live out 
Christ’s love. 

Muhlenberg’s values can be seen in 
their work to establish People Helping 
People and Second Home to sponsor 
refugee families and to support numer-
ous local nonprofits and global mis-
sions. 

Muhlenberg celebrated their anniver-
sary with a homecoming banquet com-
plete with live music, catered lunch, 
the unveiling of their signature quilt, 
and a special program recounting 
memories of the many saints who have 
gone before them. 

As they mark 175 faithful years, they 
look forward to many more, inviting 
all to gather at the wellspring of God’s 
grace. 

HONORING GOLD STAR MOTHER’S DAY 
Mr. CLINE. Mr. Speaker, this week, 

we honor Gold Star Mothers and the 
families of our fallen servicemembers. 

Gold Star Mother’s Day, observed on 
the last Sunday of September, is a trib-
ute to the valor of those who made the 
ultimate sacrifice in service to our Na-
tion and the immense pain their fami-
lies endure. 

The Gold Star symbol originated dur-
ing World War I when families dis-
played blue stars for their loved ones in 
the military. 

When a servicemember was lost, fam-
ilies would replace the blue star with a 
gold star, a poignant representation of 
the profound loss experienced by these 
families. It is a symbol of love, loss, 
and sacrifice. 

While we may never know the exact 
number of Gold Star families, the na-
tional Gold Star Family Registry re-
ports at least 472,259 fallen military 
members are honored by loved ones. In 
Virginia alone, at least 9,640 service-
members have been recognized. 

Today and every day, we remember 
the bravery of our fallen heroes and ac-
knowledge the tremendous sacrifice 
made by their mothers, fathers, sib-
lings, and loved ones. 

Their families endured unimaginable 
pain, yet they show incredible resil-
ience and strength. Their sacrifice 
shapes their lives and reminds us of the 
true cost of freedom. 

As we honor Gold Star Mothers, we 
extend our deepest gratitude to all 
military families. They are the back-
bone of our Armed Forces, supporting 
their loved ones through deployments 
and navigating uncertainty with resil-
ience. 

As a Nation, we are forever grateful 
for the sacrifices made by our service-
members and their families. Mr. 
Speaker, we must continue to provide 
support and resources to help Gold 
Star families heal and honor the 
memories of their loved ones. 

RECOGNIZING TERRI TULLEY 
Mr. CLINE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 

to honor a remarkable individual from 

Virginia’s Sixth District, Ms. Terri 
Tulley. 

Tulley served in the United States 
Marine Corps from 2000 to 2003 and 
broke her leg while stationed in Japan 
in 2001. Due to complications, her leg 
was amputated in 2020. 

Tulley went on to train for the Na-
tional Veterans Wheelchair Games in a 
variety of sports, including swimming, 
adaptive fitness, softball, pickleball, 
air rifle, and cornhole. 

Tulley was one of 13 people chosen to 
compete in New Orleans in July on a 
team sent by the Veterans Affairs fa-
cility in Martinsburg, West Virginia. 

She competed in 7 events and left 
with 1 gold medal and 2 silver medals 
in swimming and adaptive fitness. She 
also placed in the top 8 for pickleball 
and the top 10 for air rifle. 

Her remarkable athletic accomplish-
ments and commitment to overcoming 
adversity are testaments to her excep-
tional character. Her achievements as 
an athlete, veteran, wife, and mother 
deserve commendation. 

Mr. Speaker, as we celebrate this 
achievement, we congratulate Terri 
Tulley on her remarkable feats and 
thank her for her service. On behalf of 
Virginia’s Sixth District, I extend our 
deepest gratitude and best wishes. 

HONORING LEONARD KRAEMER 
Mr. CLINE. Mr. Speaker, today I 

honor a special person from Virginia’s 
Sixth District, Mr. Leonard Kraemer, 
for his amazing service to our country. 

f 

WORKING IN A BIPARTISAN 
MANNER 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Michigan (Ms. SLOTKIN) for 5 minutes. 

Ms. SLOTKIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to answer a question that I was 
asked actually on the plane ride here 
yesterday from Michigan. 

I was sitting next to a woman. She 
recognized me. She was from a dif-
ferent political affiliation. She said: It 
just looks like such a mess in Wash-
ington. Is anything getting done? 

I will highlight some of the things 
that we actually did get done this 
week, just in the past week, because of 
bipartisan cooperation. 

It doesn’t make headlines, it is not 
sexy, but I think it is important to un-
derstand that the country wants us to 
work together, and when we do, we 
pass things that are important. 

This week, we passed important bi-
partisan priorities and legislation. We 
worked hard to get them across the fin-
ish line. 

Here is an example. We passed the 
Customs Trade Partnership Against 
Terrorism Pilot Program Act. It is a 
lot of words, but it is a bipartisan bill 
I introduced in December of 2023. It is 
basically TSA PreCheck for freight 
coming across our borders. This bill 
will cut a lot of red tape for companies 
transporting goods across our borders. 

In Michigan, we are a northern bor-
der State. It will help keep our country 
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