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There should be no doubt that if 

KAMALA HARRIS is in the White House 
next year we will only get more of the 
same and maybe even worse. 

Mr. Speaker, if you thought 10 mil-
lion illegal aliens in 4 years was bad, 
you just wait. The American people 
should not be fooled. 

Now, talking about not being fooled, 
here is what you have from former San 
Diego Sector Chief Agent Aaron Heitke 
who told members of the House Home-
land Security Committee on Wednes-
day that the White House repeatedly 
tried to fake America out, to ‘‘quiet 
the border-wide crisis.’’ 

What was she doing? What was the 
Biden-HARRIS administration doing? 

She was shielding information from 
the press and concealing crossings by 
dangerous migrants with terrorist ties. 

This is what he said: ‘‘I had to re-
lease illegal aliens by the hundreds 
each day into communities who could 
not support them. 

‘‘To quiet the problem, two flights a 
week were provided from San Diego to 
Texas. These flights simply brought 
aliens that would have been released in 
San Diego over to Texas.’’ 

Each flight cost about $150,000. 
That is what KAMALA HARRIS the bor-

der czar did. 
What else did the administration do? 
What else did she do to hide what is 

happening at the border? 
For one thing, they don’t count CBP 

One entrance or the Venezuela, Haiti, 
Cuba, Nicaragua program as encoun-
ters. So when you count and you see 
the number, Mr. Speaker, you are not 
going to see that. 

So what does that mean? 
It means the last 15 months CBP One 

people have come in and been released 
into the country under that fraudulent, 
illegal program, by the way. There are 
815,000 just in that program that they 
don’t count. Venezuela, Haiti, Cuba, 
and Nicaragua, 530,000 in the same pe-
riod of time, 530,000. 

Mr. Speaker, do you wonder why you 
have Tren de Aragua all over the coun-
try? 

By the way, about 6 weeks ago, CBP 
actually issued from their head-
quarters to the field offices a notifica-
tion saying: Hey, watch out, Tren de 
Aragua is now embedded and infil-
trating the country, but it is moving to 
the Northeast part of the United States 
of America. 

In the same memo, they said: Also, 
be aware that Iran and Iranian proxies 
are flooding our border with terrorists. 

That is not BIGGS talking. That is 
KAMALA HARRIS’ own administration 
admitting their failure. 

How about this: Jerome Powell, the 
head of the Federal Reserve, just yes-
terday said: Do you know what is caus-
ing rising unemployment? 

It is unfettered illegal immigration. 
That is from KAMALA HARRIS’ admin-

istration. They appointed Jerome Pow-
ell to be the head of the Federal Re-
serve. That is what you see from this 
border, Mr. Speaker. 

Do you know what, Mr. Speaker? I 
have literally listened to some of my 
colleagues in our committee say: There 
is no crisis on the border. There is no 
problem on the border. El Paso, for in-
stance, is a loving community. We 
don’t have a problem. 

Do you know what, Mr. Speaker? 
We have a problem not just on the 

border anymore. Arizona is a transit 
for illegal migration. Phoenix is a hub 
for human sex and drug trafficking. We 
have got multiple interstates going 
through there, and the illegal migra-
tion comes up and goes from Phoenix 
and is distributed throughout the coun-
try. 

That is why Arizona, Texas, Cali-
fornia, and New Mexico now are not 
the only States suffering under the 
rampage of an invasion of illegal mi-
grants. It is every State and every 
community. 

So, Mr. Speaker, when you talk 
about who controls the borders, it is 
the cartels. The cartels control the 
border. There are multiple plaza fights 
going on right now between various 
factions, some within the Sinaloa car-
tel in and of itself, going after each 
other trying to pick up pieces so they 
can control the plaza. That is what is 
going on. 

Why is it going on? 
It is because this administration re-

fuses to enforce the law. It is going on 
because when President Biden was 
elected, within 72 hours he had issued 
more than 100 executive orders, many 
of which were to basically emasculate 
the border security and policy of the 
previous administration under Donald 
Trump which was so successful. 

I will give you now just one quick ex-
ample, Mr. Speaker. 

The Yuma sector, the last year Don-
ald Trump was President, had fewer 
than 8,600 encounters. There have been 
weekends under this administration 
that they have had 8,600 encounters. 
The Tucson sector 60,000 per year on 
average under the previous administra-
tion. 

Under this administration, there 
have been months, nearing 60,000. That 
is what you have to understand, Mr. 
Speaker. It isn’t just numbers. These 
numbers represent people who come in 
here, some with benign intentions and 
others with malevolent intentions. 

Mr. Speaker, this has got to stop, and 
it must end now, but this administra-
tion refuses to do it. H.R. 2 sits lan-
guishing over there in the Senate. It 
has been there for 11⁄2 years. That is a 
bill that would bring this to a halt 
quickly. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
VALADAO). Members are reminded to 
refrain from engaging in personalities 
towards the President and Vice Presi-
dent. 

f 

STOP PROJECT 2025 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 

the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-

uary 9, 2023, the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. HUFFMAN) is recognized for 
60 minutes as the designee of the mi-
nority leader. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks and 
submit extraneous material into the 
RECORD. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, earlier 

this year I founded the Congressional 
Task Force to Stop Project 2025. 

Some people might be curious as to 
why I did that. 

I have served in Congress for almost 
12 years, and throughout that period, I 
have seen a lot of wild and extreme an-
tics from across the aisle. 

I have seen some of my colleagues 
try to chip away at our civil rights and 
roll back decades of progress. 

I have seen the chaos and the divi-
sion that Donald Trump has infused 
into our politics, including violent 
rhetoric and extreme policies that are 
completely beyond the pale of anything 
that has ever tried to pass for conserv-
atism. 

However, in this entire time, I have 
never seen anything that compares to 
the threat to our democracy, to our in-
dividual rights, and to the well-being of 
most Americans, the threat that is 
posed by Trump’s Project 2025. 

b 1915 
I encourage people to look it up and 

to read it because anyone who familiar-
izes themself with Trump’s Project 2025 
can see for themselves what an unprec-
edented takeover plan this is, to gut 
critical checks and balances that hold 
our democracy together, to roll back 
fundamental rights, to erode church- 
state separation, impose draconian 
policies that are deeply unpopular with 
most Americans, all so that MAGA 
politicians can take unprecedented 
governmental control over the lives of 
every person who calls America home. 

Most Americans want nothing to do 
with this dystopic authoritarian 
scheme, but our House Republican col-
leagues are so excited about it that the 
majority is not even waiting for a po-
tential second Trump Presidency. My 
colleagues on the other side of the aisle 
are moving ahead right now to imple-
ment many parts of his Project 2025. 

Everywhere we turn in this Congress, 
extreme MAGA Republicans are work-
ing straight out of the Project 2025 
playbook. We are seeing it in commit-
tees, in press conferences, and every 
single day right here on the House 
floor. 

Climate action, protections for the 
middle class, social safety nets, and 
abortion rights, these have all been on 
the chopping block in this Republican 
majority. It is like the majority lifted 
their legislative agenda right out of 
the pages of Project 2025. 
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Mr. Speaker, we believe sunlight is 

the best disinfectant, and that is one of 
the most important parts of our task 
force’s work. Our Stop Project 2025 
Task Force and many other Members 
of the House Democratic Caucus, as 
well, have been focused on doing some-
thing very simple but very important: 
showing people what Project 2025 actu-
ally says, bringing it out of the shad-
ows, making sure every American 
knows the truth about what Trump and 
his allies here in Congress are planning 
and, in many cases, already trying to 
do. 

It is important to think about how a 
potential second Trump Presidency 
would be very different. He now has ab-
solute immunity, thanks to his ex-
treme radical Supreme Court. We know 
that he will not have adults in the 
room next time around. His adminis-
tration would not have any institution-
alists pushing back against his dan-
gerous agenda or his authoritarian im-
pulses. 

Unlike the chaos and lack of plan-
ning that marked his first Presidency, 
he now has Project 2025, a detailed, 
strategic blueprint for not only ad-
vancing extreme policies, but for clear-
ing away all checks and balances and 
guardrails that might stand in his way. 

Mr. Speaker, as disturbing as all of 
this is, it is important to remember we 
have only seen the tip of the Project 
2025 iceberg because, on top of the 922 
pages that they have actually pub-
lished, which everyone can look up on 
the internet, they also have an exten-
sive personnel program, including a re-
sume database chock full of MAGA loy-
alists, a training academy to indoctri-
nate their self-described army of polit-
ical operatives. 

These are the people that they hope 
to repopulate the Federal workforce 
with after they have purged tens of 
thousands of civil servants. These 
things are happening right now. 

Perhaps the most concerning part is 
the secret fourth pillar of Project 2025 
that acknowledged its existence. Mem-
bers of The Heritage Foundation have 
described it as being too controversial 
to actually share it with the public, so 
they haven’t published it. It is the 
unreleased playbook outlining the 
steps that Trump would take in his 
first 180 days in office. 

Congresswoman AYANNA PRESSLEY 
and I have reached out to Heritage in 
recent weeks demanding that they 
come before Congress to discuss this 
secret part of their plan and release it 
so that the American people can actu-
ally read it. To no one’s surprise, the 
architects of Project 2025 have ignored 
our request. We think the public de-
serves to know what executive orders, 
emergency declarations, and other 
Presidential directives have been se-
cretly prepared for Trump to make 
good on with respect to his vow to be a 
dictator on day one. 

Today, our Stop Project 2025 Task 
Force has launched a tip line to gather 
any and all information we can about 

the hidden fourth pillar of Project 2025. 
Given the extremism we have already 
seen in the published parts of this plan 
and the evasiveness of Heritage and its 
coalition, we think it is important to 
turn to the public to get more informa-
tion on this. 

Anyone who may have seen or au-
thored or come across any part of the 
secret fourth pillar of Project 2025 is 
encouraged to share what information 
that they may have access to through 
our dedicated tip line. 

We are going to keep doing every-
thing that we can to uncover their full 
agenda and to stop this government 
takeover scheme on behalf of the ma-
jority of Americans who want nothing 
to do with this dystopic plan. 

I yield to my colleague, the assistant 
Democratic leader, the gentleman from 
Colorado (Mr. NEGUSE). 

Mr. NEGUSE. Mr. Speaker, first and 
foremost, let me just say a word of 
gratitude to my colleague, the distin-
guished gentleman from California 
(Mr. HUFFMAN), for founding and 
chairing the Stop Project 2025 Task 
Force. His determined leadership on 
this particular issue has been incred-
ibly important, and I and so many of 
my colleagues on the House Demo-
cratic Caucus are grateful for it. 

Right now, Mr. Speaker, Americans 
across the country are looking to lead-
ers in Washington to solve problems, to 
address issues of critical importance 
facing our families and our commu-
nities across this great Nation. They 
are looking to us to lower costs, to 
grow the middle class, to build safer 
communities, and to put people over 
politics. 

Unfortunately, Project 2025 calls for 
the very opposite. As H. Res. 1386 
makes perfectly clear, extreme MAGA 
Republicans have authored a radical 
playbook that would harm middle-class 
families by raising taxes, allowing em-
ployers to stop paying overtime, re-
pealing the Affordable Care Act, ending 
Medicare as we know it, opening the 
door for disastrous cuts to Social Secu-
rity, and raising the retirement age, 
making workers work longer for less. 

Mr. Speaker, my colleague from Cali-
fornia said it so well. The American 
people do not want this plan. They 
don’t support it. That much is clear. 

I would encourage my House Repub-
lican colleagues to abandon the reck-
less plans articulated in Project 2025, 
which the majority has attempted to 
legislate on the floor over the course of 
these last several months, often throw-
ing the House into chaos during the 
course of the 118th Congress. 

I would encourage them to, instead, 
work with us collaboratively on poli-
cies that put people over politics, on 
policies that create an opportunity 
economy, on policies that ultimately 
ensure that our brighter days are 
ahead. 

The stakes are simply too high, and, 
of course, Mr. Speaker, a great way to 
do precisely that would be to work 
with us on a bipartisan path forward to 

keep the government funded, to keep 
the government open, so that we can 
get back to the business that the 
American people expect us to consider 
on the House floor. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank the gentleman 
from California (Mr. HUFFMAN) again 
for his leadership on this task force. 

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentleman from Colorado (Mr. 
NEGUSE) and agree with him. Many of 
our Republican colleagues have been 
trying to disown Project 2025. Cer-
tainly their nominee, Donald Trump, 
has been trying to do that in ways that 
are quite implausible, but it seems to 
me that anyone who wants to show 
that they do not support this radical 
authoritarian scheme, Project 2025, we 
are giving them a chance to do that 
with this resolution. We invite them to 
join us. 

At this point, I yield to the gentle-
woman from the Virgin Islands (Ms. 
PLASKETT). 

Ms. PLASKETT. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank the gentleman from California 
(Mr. HUFFMAN) for yielding and for con-
vening us here. I also thank the gen-
tleman for not being swayed by the 
rhetoric that is happening outside, 
that is pulling people’s attention away 
from this dire threat to our democracy 
that is Project 2025. 

This is, in fact, a blueprint, as the 
gentleman has said and so many others 
have said, to the culmination of years 
of planning by Washington, D.C.’s, 
shadiest conservative groups, shadiest 
individuals, to upend the structures, 
institutions, and, indeed, the basic 
rights that actually make America 
great. 

Project 2025 is a playbook for Donald 
Trump’s second term and a plan for the 
destruction of America as we know it. 
Despite flashy headlines printed over 
American flags and men who give loud 
speeches about their love of freedom, 
this plan is, in fact, a destruction of 
our freedoms. 

This is a plan, in many ways, related 
to the great replacement theory, a 
means to say that America should be a 
homogenous society, not recognizing 
that what makes this country so great 
is, in fact, not just our diversity, but 
our willingness to have the tug and 
pull of different ideas. 

I can remember when this House was 
a place where people compromised, 
where people negotiated, where we did 
not think that one was right or the 
other, that we tried to work together. 
Those days are long gone, and those of 
us who want to stick our heads under-
ground and pretend that Project 2025 is 
not a reality, shame on you. 

Many of my colleagues who want to 
pretend that they don’t know what this 
is, that they haven’t read it, just be-
cause you haven’t read it doesn’t mean 
it is not real. 

This is a manifesto to ensure that 
Donald Trump has the ability to do 
what he wants to be, which is to be a 
king, to take away the rights that so 
many of us have, to restrict free speech 
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in schools, to only allow far-right-ap-
proved agendas and curricula, to make 
sure that schools are a place where 
children are indoctrinated to one idea, 
not to many ideas and let parents go 
back and have discussions with their 
children about those various ideas and 
instill in them what they believe is 
right. 

I am a parent of five children. I do 
not have the fear that my children can 
hear other ideas because I know what I 
am putting in them and that that is 
what they are going to do. 

These parents who are afraid of their 
children hearing about slavery, but 
also not recognizing that we have 
moved beyond that and are still mov-
ing forward and correcting ourselves 
are doing a disservice to their children. 
It will cut title I funding that supports 
low-income schools and results in 
budget cuts at over 60 percent of public 
schools across our country. 

Project 2025 and its tenets will elimi-
nate Head Start, a program that cur-
rently supports 800,000 children across 
our country, increasing the number of 
Americans living in childcare deserts. 
It will erode our freedoms under the 
vague guise of making America great. 

Yes, because it is a Republican plan, 
Project 2025 calls for severe cuts to 
Medicare and Social Security. We can’t 
have a Republican plan without a cut 
to Social Security and Medicare. Then 
they hide their hand and pretend that 
that was not a cut that they wanted. 

Project 2025 even calls for the elimi-
nation of the National Weather Serv-
ice, making Americans effectively 
blind when preparing for potentially 
disastrous hurricanes and tornadoes. I 
know the people in my district in the 
Virgin Islands, and I know even those 
who were dealing with wildfires in the 
district of the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. HUFFMAN) need to have this 
weather service to be able to predict 
these things. 

Republicans know that these ideas 
are not popular with real people of 
America. That is why my colleagues on 
the other side of the aisle are hiding 
from the facts, obfuscating the truth, 
distracting the public’s attention with 
wild claims right now to vilify minori-
ties. 

That is why the former President and 
Senators, his running mate, are dis-
tracting the media with bigoted, racist 
tropes about legal immigrants in this 
country, so that we are not talking 
about this, Project 2025. 

It is a playbook, and it is authored 
by individuals who worked very closely 
with Donald Trump in his last adminis-
tration and want to execute this within 
100 days to ensure that he has the full 
authority. 

I am an alumni of the Department of 
Justice as a political appointee. The 
idea that the Department of Justice 
would have to answer to the President 
is obscene, and we know that the Su-
preme Court has set the stage for him 
to be able to do that. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank the gentleman 
so much for allowing us to illuminate 

and share just some of the things that 
are in this playbook for the first 100 
days of a Trump administration. 

The more we let the cronies and indi-
viduals who have run this across with-
out giving light to it and letting Amer-
icans know, the more we are likely to 
lose our democracy. 

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentlewoman from the Virgin Is-
lands (Ms. PLASKETT) for her support. 

As I prepare to yield to the gentle-
woman from Vermont (Ms. BALINT), I 
will just observe that my colleague’s 
comments caused me to think about 
the fact that we are gathered here on 
what our Republican friends have 
dubbed Anti-Woke Week. Nothing is 
more Project 2025 than demagoguing 
and using wokeness as a pretext to try 
to roll back individual freedoms and 
civil rights and take away decades of 
progress. 

b 1930 
Our Republican colleagues can’t seem 

to figure out how to fund the govern-
ment and do the basics of governing, 
but they sure are good at finding time 
to demagogue on wokeness. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentle-
woman from Vermont (Ms. BALINT). 

Ms. BALINT. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
Mr. HUFFMAN for convening us to dis-
cuss this very important topic. 

Mr. Speaker, when I was in leader-
ship in the Vermont State Senate, I 
saw the writing on the wall. I knew 
that Republicans were absolutely de-
termined to overturn Roe v. Wade. 

We knew it was time to act to codify 
reproductive rights, not just in statute 
but in our State’s constitution. At that 
time, some colleagues said I was over-
reacting. They said I was being para-
noid, that I was being hysterical. They 
said the Supreme Court would never 
overturn Roe v. Wade because it was 
settled law. 

I could say it was not at all satis-
fying to be right, but, in fact, over-
turning Roe v. Wade was just the be-
ginning. The GOP is preparing for a 
possible second Trump term with a 
plan to end all access to abortion and 
contraception, all spelled out in the 
playbook, Project 2025. 

Trump’s Project 2025 lays out plans 
to purposely misinterpret an outdated 
law known as the Comstock Act and 
use it to ban mailing drugs used in 
medication abortions and any equip-
ment or any materials used in surgical 
abortions. They even want to make it 
illegal to mail any information, period, 
about abortion. 

That is why House Democrats are 
taking action with a bill that I intro-
duced this year with some very strong 
cosponsors. 

The Stop Comstock Act would take 
outdated and unconstitutional aspects 
of the Comstock laws off of the books 
and protect a woman’s access to abor-
tion no matter what town she lives in 
across this Nation. 

We have to use every tool at our dis-
posal to protect access to abortion and 
all birth control options. 

This 150-year-old law was the result 
of one man’s moralistic crusade 
against everything that he determined 
to be obscene, including information on 
abortion and contraception. Repub-
licans know that voters don’t support a 
nationwide abortion ban, so they will 
misuse this law and bypass Congress to 
get their way. 

Make no mistake, Project 2025 is not 
about building a future that Americans 
want or that they have asked for or 
that they need. It is about taking us 
back to the 1870s. 

Congressional Republicans and their 
allies in statehouses across the Nation 
are out of step with Americans. Ameri-
cans want the freedom to make deci-
sions about their own bodies, and they 
want these freedoms guaranteed. 

No matter how much the former 
President and House Republicans pre-
tend that their views are moderate, 
their actions tell us something very 
different. They have shown us through 
legislative action that they will con-
tinue to enact extreme policies that 
the vast majority of the American peo-
ple do not want and that put women’s 
lives at risk. 

Overturning Roe v. Wade was the 
next step in their plan to ban abortion 
in this country, and they don’t appear 
to care how this hurts women or fami-
lies. 

Donald Trump has repeatedly 
bragged about being the guy who ended 
Roe v. Wade, a decision that has cost 
lives and left women desperate for ur-
gent medical care. 

One of the masterminds behind 
Project 2025 is a man named Jonathan 
Mitchell. My colleagues may not know 
this name, but they certainly know his 
work. Mitchell helped develop Texas’ 
strict anti-abortion law, SB 8. He con-
cocted the very disturbing ‘‘enforce-
ment mechanism’’ that allows private 
citizens to bring lawsuits against those 
who violate the statute. It is a law that 
encourages neighbors to spy on each 
other and calls upon Americans to turn 
in healthcare providers who rightly 
and bravely put women’s health and 
safety above extremist policies. 

I can’t even believe I am saying this 
in this country in this year. I can’t be-
lieve that this is where we are. 

His intent to misuse Comstock could 
not be clearer. He said, ‘‘We don’t need 
a Federal [abortion] ban when we have 
Comstock on the books.’’ He said, 
‘‘There’s a smorgasbord of options.’’ 

These plans spelled out in Project 
2025 are sinister, and they have very 
real consequences, which is why it is so 
important that we gather tonight to 
shine a light on this extreme plan. 

Mr. Speaker, it is time Republicans 
abandon their obsession with control-
ling women’s bodies and stop using leg-
islative action to slip parts of Project 
2025 into House bills today. The Amer-
ican people do not want that. 

Democrats see this. We are standing 
up for the American people. 

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentlewoman for her remarks. 
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I am mindful of the fact that many 

are saying that the American people 
this year are facing a choice of going 
forward or backward. Nothing speaks 
more to that than the fact that 
Trump’s Project 2025 would dust off the 
old morality codes of the 1870s and im-
pose them against the popular will on 
all Americans. It just tells us every-
thing. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman 
from southern California (Mr. TAKANO), 
my colleague who has been a great 
champion for civil rights and many 
other core values. 

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
Mr. HUFFMAN, my colleague from the 
north coast of California, for yielding. 

Whether north or south, we Califor-
nians value things like a woman’s right 
to choose, basic civil rights, human 
rights, and LGBTQ rights, so I thank 
him for hosting this Special Order hour 
to bring attention to the most anti-
democratic agenda in the history of 
this country. 

I don’t want to be too hyperbolic, but 
it certainly is the most antidemocratic 
that I have known in my lifetime. I can 
think back to the last century when we 
had far less democratic institutions. 
We had slavery, of course, and that was 
way more antidemocratic, but it is 
very disturbing what I see in Project 
2025. 

Let us not mince words here. Donald 
Trump’s Project 2025 is a manifesto for 
a potential Trump administration to 
undermine our democracy, to roll back 
our rights and freedoms, and to enrich 
large corporations at the expense of 
working-class Americans. 

This 900-page document outlines spe-
cific extremist policies that include 
criminalizing abortion nationwide, 
ending overtime pay, repealing the Af-
fordable Care Act, ending Medicare as 
we know it, and putting Social Secu-
rity on the chopping block. 

As the ranking member of the Vet-
erans’ Affairs Committee, I am deeply 
alarmed by the disastrous impacts that 
Project 2025 would have on America’s 
veterans and the care they get from 
the Department of Veterans Affairs. 

The very first proposal in the VA sec-
tion of Project 2025 would prohibit VA 
clinicians from performing abortions 
to protect the health and life of women 
veterans. It is the very first thing that 
was put into that section, and I know 
the person who wrote this section. As 
much as the President is trying to run 
away from ownership, the very person 
who wrote this was somebody who 
worked in a very responsible position 
in the VA at the time and reported di-
rectly to the Secretary under Donald 
Trump, Secretary Wilkie. 

This section is unconscionable. We 
have Republicans all across the coun-
try now claiming that they are for the 
exceptions, but the very first part of 
Project 2025 on the veteran section 
says that they would make it illegal or 
reverse Secretary McDonough’s rule-
making on allowing for abortions to be 
available at the VA to the very women 
who wore the uniform of our country. 

Women veterans fought for our rights 
and freedoms. They fought for the 
rights and freedoms of all of us, but the 
very first thing that Republicans want 
to do is take their freedom to make de-
cisions about their own bodies away. 

Trump’s Project 2025 will hurt vet-
erans and reduce VA to ruins. I have 
already mentioned our women vet-
erans. In order to execute its mission 
of serving America’s heroes, VA needs 
to keep wait times low. In order to 
keep wait times low, they need to hire 
sufficient medical staff and offer em-
ployees competitive salaries. 

The Honoring our PACT Act, which I 
was proud to author, has already seen 
nearly 1.2 million claims approved in 
just 2 years. Yet, instead of bolstering 
the VA with the necessary resources to 
ensure that all veterans get the world- 
class healthcare that they were prom-
ised, Trump’s Project 2025 would push 
more veterans out to for-profit care, 
which is far more expensive than VA’s 
direct care, to further a far-right agen-
da. 

Already, over a third of the Veterans 
Health Administration’s budget goes to 
referring veterans into very costly for- 
profit, private-sector care. As more 
veterans get referred out, the VHA will 
be forced to spend more money out of 
their budget. 

I am not opposed to referring vet-
erans out to care when VA is not able 
to provide certain specialty care inside 
the VA. It is a very necessary part, but 
it has to be in the right balance, and 
we are reaching a tipping point right 
now where for-profit care is going to 
seriously jeopardize VA’s ability to 
provide direct care. That will mean re-
duced staffing, increased wait times, 
fewer upgrades to VA’s aging infra-
structure, and fewer new VA facilities. 

Many of our VA facilities date back 
to World War II, and that will mean 
worse care for our veterans. The VA 
would become a skeleton or a shell of 
its former self if Project 2025 is en-
acted. 

That is not all. Republicans on the 
Veterans’ Affairs Committee, in order 
to get a head start on Project 2025 ini-
tiatives, are working to weaponize VA 
by politicizing nonpartisan jobs, to un-
dermine congressional oversight of vet-
erans’ healthcare, and to prohibit VA 
from providing gender-affirming care 
to our trans veterans. 

Under Trump’s Project 2025, the VA 
will become nothing more than a pay-
ment processor for large corporations 
focused on maximizing profits rather 
than an institution that keeps Amer-
ica’s promise to those who have served. 

This is an unacceptable outcome for 
veterans. We cannot allow Project 2025 
to be implemented. I will work tire-
lessly with my Democratic colleagues 
to fight back on this radical, extremist 
manifesto. 

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, the 
gentleman is exactly right about what 
Project 2025 calls for with respect to 
the VA, but it is more than just the 
VA. 

If you read this 922-page manifesto, 
this theme of privatizing and mone-
tizing runs throughout their authori-
tarian scheme. It applies to our public 
schools, our public lands, the National 
Weather Service, and so many other 
things. 

The American people don’t want this 
exploitation, this privatization, enrich-
ment, and monetization obsession that 
the architects of Project 2025 have. 

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, will the 
gentleman yield for the purpose of a 
colloquy? 

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
to the gentleman from California for 
the purpose of a colloquy. 

Mr. TAKANO. We could just call this 
give America over to private equity. 
The whole thing is designed to enrich a 
small group of people. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank Mr. HUFFMAN 
for his dedication. 

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I now 
am proud to yield to the gentlewoman 
from Pennsylvania, MARY GAY SCAN-
LON. 

Ms. SCANLON. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentleman very much for yielding. 

Mr. Speaker, we are here to discuss 
Project 2025, the extremist playbook to 
impose a radical, rightwing agenda 
upon Americans. It is called Project 
2025 because it is designed to be imple-
mented by Trump and his allies if he 
returns to the White House next year. 

The authors of Project 2025 have even 
begun recruiting people to apply for 
jobs to help implement this scheme be-
cause, as they detail in Project 2025, 
they plan to fire career civil servants 
and replace them with partisans who 
swear loyalty to Trump rather than to 
our country or our Constitution, a 
move, by the way, that the former 
President tried to implement by execu-
tive order before he left office. 

b 1945 

When the authors of Project 2025 de-
cided to publish their radical agenda, 
they must not have realized that their 
ideas are so extreme that Americans 
would reject them as being, frankly, 
un-American. 

That is why the former President and 
many of those allies are now trying to 
distance themselves from Project 2025, 
but they can’t because their finger-
prints are all over Project 2025. 

Nowhere is that clearer than in 
Project 2025’s plan to ban abortion and 
restrict women’s reproductive freedom. 
The truth is the extremists who plot-
ted with Trump to overturn Roe v. 
Wade were never going to stop there. 

Chapter 14 of Project 2025 outlines 
their plans. It was written by a mem-
ber of the Trump administration, and 
you can read it yourself on pages 449 
through 502. 

Project 2025 would impose a nation-
wide ban on medication abortion by re-
voking FDA approval of that drug. 

It would resurrect a 19th century law, 
the Comstock Act, to ban the mailing 
of abortion care materials and crim-
inalize their use. 
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Project 2025 would rip away access to 

basic contraception. It would end emer-
gency room reproductive healthcare 
for women whose health and lives are 
at risk. 

Project 2025 would end IVF as it is 
currently practiced. It would require 
the government to monitor women’s 
pregnancies and miscarriages. 

Project 2025 is beyond extreme. It is 
dangerous. Democrats will continue to 
stand firm and united against this rad-
ical agenda and to stand up for Ameri-
cans’ reproductive freedom because we 
trust women to make decisions about 
their own bodies, not politicians. 

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentlewoman very much, and I am 
glad she spoke to the so-called civil 
service reform element of Project 2025. 

They call it Schedule F. It is an in-
nocuous-sounding thing, but again, 
like so many parts of Project 2025, 
when you understand what it actually 
calls for, it is far more extreme than 
anything we have ever seen in this 
country. 

It calls for going through the entire 
Federal workforce to root out anyone 
who has been associated with a DEI 
program in our Federal Government. 

Climate scientists and others are 
going to be purged, anyone who some-
where in their life maybe donated to a 
Democrat. 

It is a complete scorched earth polit-
ical purge that they described as in-
volving more than 50,000 people in the 
Federal workforce and then to repopu-
late the government. 

If their problem is political people in 
government, they are going to repopu-
late with even more political people 
from these training academies. 

As the gentlewoman concludes, I just 
want to ask her if she thinks that this 
is something that the people of Penn-
sylvania want to see? 

Ms. SCANLON. Mr. Speaker, I don’t 
think so. I mean, it doesn’t matter 
what aspect of our Federal Government 
you are concerned about. 

If you are concerned about clean air 
and clean water, the idea that they are 
just going to take out all the scientists 
and have political hacks deciding how 
many parts per million of poison can be 
in our water and air, that is just fright-
ening. 

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, food in-
spectors, air traffic controllers. 

Ms. SCANLON. Mr. Speaker, abso-
lutely. 

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, maybe 
a nonpolitical civil service is actually 
a good idea, just like Teddy Roosevelt 
concluded that it was a century ago. 

Ms. SCANLON. Mr. Speaker, that is 
the whole purpose is to have experts 
making those decisions. I thank the 
gentleman for organizing this Special 
Order. 

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentlewoman very much. 

I now yield to the gentleman from Il-
linois (Mr. JACKSON), a man who you 
might say has civil rights and social 
justice in his blood. I am sure he has 

some things to say about Trump’s 
Project 2025. 

Mr. JACKSON of Illinois. Mr. Speak-
er, I thank the Honorable Congressman 
HUFFMAN who also shares that lineage 
of being a fighter for the people. I 
thank him for convening us, bringing 
us together for this Project 2025 that 
we must discuss. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today because we 
cannot allow the agenda of MAGA Re-
publicans to go unaddressed and quiet-
ly into the night. 

On page 4 of Project 2025, it explicitly 
states that the goal is to get rid of 
terms like inclusion, equity, and diver-
sity, so that no governmental policy 
can consider these things when deter-
mining who gets a contract, who gets 
hired, what management looks like, or 
who gets helped by a particular policy 
or administrative agency. 

I find this to be as tragic as it is in-
teresting because in a perfect world, we 
would not need diversity, equity, and 
inclusion, but that is not where we 
live. 

We live in the United States of Amer-
ica, and we also live in a material uni-
verse where it is impossible to undo 300 
years of legal exclusion with just 50 
years of making this country do what 
is right. 

For those who say America is dif-
ferent now, let me remind you that 
America didn’t include Black people in 
the inherent opportunities that come 
along with being born into this great 
Nation because she magically wanted 
to. 

It was those persons, the abolition-
ists and the civil rights workers and 
Black Americans, who made America 
do it. 

That is why the civil rights move-
ment enacted laws and policies and 
protections because of the whimsical 
nature of America. 

America’s commitment to our own 
principles cannot always be trusted. It, 
indeed, can be thick on ideals and thin 
on deeds. 

Let us not forget that during the Re-
construction in the late 1860s, Black 
people were given access to the mecha-
nisms of power in this country. 

Then in the 1890s, America took it all 
back with the imposition of Jim Crow 
and segregation. Some people in this 
institution need to know America’s 
history. 

Here again, in the 1960s, African 
Americans made significant political 
and economic gains. Yet, here we are in 
2024, living under the tyranny of a Su-
preme Court determined to roll it all 
back. 

Affirmative action on college cam-
puses, gone. 

A women’s right to determine what 
can happen with her body, gone. 

The tragedy of our current situation 
is we don’t know what is coming next. 

Laws and policies that require the in-
clusion of Black people are not there to 
give us an advantage. They are here to 
make sure that we are not once again 
excluded because of the color of our 
skin by American law. 

Project 2025 was created by the same 
people who formed the so-called intel-
lectual brain trust around the can-
didacy of Donald Trump. These are his 
advisers, and here is what we know. 

We know that Project 2025 wants to 
impose a national ban on abortion, 
prosecute political enemies, and elimi-
nate the Department of Education. 

Just think about it. What would we 
do without a public education policy? 

Project 2025 wants to continue to ban 
books about slavery and the civil 
rights movement and prosecute teach-
ers and librarians for assigning them. 

This is insanity. Just think about the 
insanity that we are living in. 

MAGA Republicans believe that 
books are dangerous for children, but 
automatic rifles are not. 

Project 2025 openly declares that it 
wants to get rid of school lunches and 
the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program for families and children. 

Both of these are part of the social 
safety net that ensures that millions of 
people will continue to have dignity in 
old age and access to clean food and 
water. Project 2025 wants to get rid of 
it. 

Now, if it is okay to spend billions of 
dollars on bombs but making sure mil-
lions of people don’t starve to death is 
somehow completely out of the ques-
tion, something is wrong. 

Please note that Project 2025 doesn’t 
say anything, nothing, about getting 
rid of poverty, but they have no prob-
lem with getting rid of the programs 
that help people deal with the fact that 
they are tragically poor in a country 
that has excessive wealth. They want 
to leave poverty alone, but they want 
to undermine how people survive it. 

Project 2025 wants to allow employ-
ers to no longer pay overtime. If your 
employer can demand that you work 
overtime, but they don’t have to pay 
you for the extra time you put in, to 
put additional money into their pock-
ets and making them rich, something 
is tragically wrong. 

Can you imagine being required to 
work extra hours without extra com-
pensation? That too is in Project 2025. 

Essentially, Project 2025 says that 
you should be happy to have a job and 
that whatever your employer asks you 
to do, you should be happy to do it. 

We don’t owe you anything beyond 
the minimum requirement of your 
basic paycheck. That is un-American. 
This is ridiculous, but this is what 
Donald Trump and the people around 
him want to do. 

Project 2025 is a complete disavowal 
of workers’ rights. If you think they 
are going to stop at eliminating over-
time, then you are completely delu-
sional and drastically out of touch 
with reality. 

This is not the language in the docu-
ment, but I bet you all the money in 
my pocket against all the money in 
your pocket that healthcare will be 
next. 

They have been trying to get rid of 
the Affordable Care Act, also known as 
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ObamaCare, for the last 12 years. 
Project 2025 wants to give wealthy cor-
porations another tax break. 

It is not enough that multibillion 
dollar corporations got the biggest tax 
break in American history under Don-
ald J. Trump. They want to give cor-
porations more. 

Notice how one-sided this is. They 
want to give corporations a big tax 
break, where Project 2025 says nothing 
about increasing wages. 

Follow the wickedness of the logic. 
Corporations get bigger tax breaks so 
they can keep more of the money 
workers made for them, but the work-
ers don’t get to participate in the suc-
cess of the corporation by having an in-
crease in their wages. 

Project 2025 calls for an end to Social 
Security, our great safety net program. 
Goal 3 of Project 2025 says that only a 
nuclear family should receive govern-
mental support. This is a part of the 
ill-fated logic of J.D. VANCE and Don-
ald J. Trump. 

If you are a single mother raising 
your children or a grandparent raising 
your grandchildren, Project 2025 says 
that the government should not make 
you a priority, and basically, you are 
not a family. 

The policies and prescriptions of 
Project 2025 would lead to the greatest 
assault on Medicaid and Medicare in 
the history of this Nation. 

This is what we are up against. This 
is why we are determined not to let it 
happen. We are determined to fight for 
what is right. We are determined to re-
sist. 

Once again, I thank the Honorable 
Congressman HUFFMAN from the great 
State of California for championing 
this cause and for calling us out here 
tonight. I thank him for his undying 
commitment to our American democ-
racy and his fight for what is right. 

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentleman from Illinois for speak-
ing to the extremism and cruelty of 
Trump’s Project 2025 so eloquently, and 
he is exactly right. Healthcare is in the 
crosshairs. 

One of the many ways in which 
Project 2025 would take us backward on 
healthcare is by mandating that the 
default for Medicare would be Medicare 
Advantage. 

They like that because they can 
monetize it, make a lot of money on it, 
right, but it absolutely is expensive. It 
is accelerating the demise of the Medi-
care trust fund. 

They want to repeal the prescription 
drug reforms that we have been able to 
pass, the first time we have been able 
to stand up to Big Pharma in decades. 

We are saving Medicare billions and 
billions of dollars. We are saving con-
sumers so much money already, and 
those savings are going to grow and 
grow in the years ahead. 

All of that goes away under Project 
2025. It is bad for the pocketbooks of 
the American people, bad for 
healthcare, and bad for the Medicare 
trust fund and Medicare itself. The 
gentleman is exactly right. 

Mr. JACKSON of Illinois. Mr. Speak-
er, I thank the gentleman for his out-
standing leadership. 

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, House 
Democrats are going to continue to 
shine a bright light on this document. 
The American people don’t need to 
take our word for it when we talk 
about the extremism and cruelty and 
other impacts that Trump’s Project 
2025 would have. They can read it 
themselves. 

It is online. Look it up. The more 
people read it, the more they under-
stand it, the more we know they are 
going to want nothing to do with it. 
The best way to stop this terrible agen-
da is to just make sure people know 
about it and understand it. 

We are grateful for this opportunity 
to discuss it, and I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair reminds Members to refrain from 
engaging in personalities toward nomi-
nees for the office of President. 

f 

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED 

Kevin F. McCumber, Clerk of the 
House, reported and found truly an en-
rolled bill of the House of the following 
title, which was thereupon signed by 
the Speaker: 

H.R. 9468. An act making supplemental ap-
propriations for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2024, and for other purposes. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I move 
that the House do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 7 o’clock and 58 minutes 
p.m.), the House adjourned until to-
morrow, Friday, September 20, 2024, at 
9 a.m. 

f 

MOTION TO DISCHARGE A 
COMMITTEE 

SEPTEMBER 19, 2024. 
To the Clerk of the House of Representatives: 
Pursuant to clause 2 of rule XV, I, Garret 

Graves, move to discharge the Committee on 
Rules from the consideration of the resolu-
tion, H. Res. 1410, entitled, a resolution pro-
viding for the consideration of the bill (H.R. 
82) to amend title II of the Social Security 
Act to repeal the Government pension offset 
and windfall elimination provisions, which 
was referred to said committee August 6, 
2024, in support of which motion the under-
signed Members of the House of Representa-
tives affix their signatures, to wit: 

1. Garret Graves. 
2. Abigail Davis 

Spanberger. 
3. Greg 

Landsman. 
4. Hillary J. 

Scholten. 
5. Jill N. Tokuda. 
6. Suzanne 

Bonamici. 
7. Gabe Amo. 
8. Clay Higgins. 
9. Marilyn 

Strickland. 
10. Chrissy 

Houlahan. 

11. Valerie P. 
Foushee. 

12. Steve Cohen. 
13. Mike Garcia. 
14. Betty 

McCollum. 
15. Salud O. 

Carbajal. 
16. Kathy E. 

Manning. 
17. Lizzie 

Fletcher. 
18. Kim Schrier. 
19. Lois Frankel. 
20. Delia C. 

Ramirez. 

21. Nikki 
Budzinski. 

22. Michael 
Lawler. 

23. Shontel M. 
Brown. 

24. Becca Balint. 
25. Brittany 

Pettersen. 
26. Yadira 

Caraveo. 
27. Jennifer 

Wexton. 
28. Troy A. 

Carter. 
29. Mike Carey. 

30. Jennifer L. 
McClellan. 

31. Emilia Strong 
Sykes. 

32. Mark 
DeSaulnier. 

33. Sydney 
Kamlager- 
Dove. 

34. Joyce Beatty. 
35. Emanuel 

Cleaver. 
36. Lisa Blunt 

Rochester. 
37. Marcy 

Kaptur. 
38. Ted Lieu. 
39. C. A. Dutch 

Ruppersberger. 
40. Yvette D. 

Clarke. 
41. Jared F. 

Golden. 
42. Haley M. 

Stevens. 
43. Pete Stauber. 
44. Mary Gay 

Scanlon. 
45. Stephen F. 

Lynch. 
46. Gregory W. 

Meeks. 
47. Mike Quigley. 
48. Zoe Lofgren. 
49. Sanford D. 

Bishop Jr. 
50. Bill Foster. 
51. Julia Letlow. 
52. Henry C. 

‘‘Hank’’ 
Johnson Jr. 

53. Thomas R. 
Suozzi. 

54. Paul Tonko. 
55. William R. 

Keating. 
56. Sara Jacobs. 
57. Dina Titus. 
58. Steven 

Horsford. 
59. Raul Ruiz. 
60. Chellie 

Pingree. 
61. Val T. Hoyle. 
62. Frank 

Pallone Jr. 
63. Deborah K. 

Ross. 
64. Donald S. 

Beyer Jr. 
65. Robin L. 

Kelly 
66. Elissa 

Slotkin. 
67. Lori Trahan. 
68. Lori Chavez- 

DeRemer. 
69. Derek Kilmer. 
70. Danny K. 

Davis. 
71. Melanie A. 

Stansbury. 
72. Seth 

Magaziner. 
73. Glenn Ivey. 
74. Bonnie 

Watson 
Coleman. 

75. Grace Meng. 
76. Jamie 

Raskin. 
77. Michelle 

Steel. 
78. Wiley Nickel. 
79. Donald 

Norcross. 
80. Jonathan L. 

Jackson. 
81. Josh 

Gottheimer. 
82. Daniel S. 

Goldman. 
83. Lauren 

Underwood. 
84. Sheila 

Cherfilus- 
McCormick. 

85. Jefferson Van 
Drew. 

86. Maxwell 
Frost. 

87. Eric 
Sorensen. 

88. Timothy M. 
Kennedy. 

89. Robert C. 
‘‘Bobby’’ 
Scott. 

90. Jake 
Auchincloss. 

91. Kevin Mullin. 
92. Sean Casten. 
93. Jahana 

Hayes. 
94. Jasmine 

Crockett. 
95. Robert 

Menendez. 
96. Collin Z. 

Allred. 
97. Patrick Ryan. 
98. J. Luis 

Correa. 
99. Ami Bera. 
100. Jimmy 

Panetta. 
101. Alexandria 

Ocasio-Cortez. 
102. Teresa Leger 

Fernandez. 
103. Vicente 

Gonzalez. 
104. Henry 

Cuellar. 
105. Juan Vargas. 
106. André 

Carson. 
107. Brad 

Sherman. 
108. Morgan 

McGarvey. 
109. Alma S. 

Adams. 
110. Tony 

Cárdenas. 
111. Susan Wild. 
112. Gerald E. 

Connolly. 
113. Shri 

Thanedar. 
114. Brendan F. 

Boyle. 
115. Dean 

Phillips. 
116. Mike Levin. 
117. Doug 

LaMalfa. 
118. Janice D. 

Schakowsky. 
119. Mark 

Takano. 
120. Donald G. 

Davis. 
121. Robert 

Garcia. 
122. Carlos A. 

Gimenez. 
123. Susie Lee. 
124. John R. 

Carter. 
125. Ro Khanna. 
120. Katie Porter. 
127. David 

G.Valadao. 
128. Barbara Lee. 
129. Josh Harder. 
130. Don Bacon. 
131. Chris 

Pappas. 
132. Mark Pocan. 
133. Sylvia R. 

Garcia. 
134. Greg 

Stanton. 
135. Nanette Diaz 

Barragán. 
136. Jennifer A. 

Kiggans. 
137. Marie 

Gluesenkamp 
Perez. 

138. Morgan 
Luttrell. 

139. Jerry L. 
Carl. 

140. Mike Ezell. 
141. Derrick Van 

Orden. 

142. Andrea 
Salinas. 

143. Ruben 
Gallego 

144. Angie Craig. 
145. Al Green. 
146. Debbie 

Dingell. 
147. Mikie 

Sherrill. 
148. Seth 

Moulton. 
149. Adriano 

Espaillat. 
150. John P. 

Sarbanes. 
151. Ayanna 

Pressley. 
152. Kelly 

Armstrong. 
153. Nikema 

Williams. 
154. Raja Kris- 

hnamoorthi. 
155. John James. 
156. Ritchie 

Torres. 
157. Gabe 

Vasquez. 
158. Summer L. 

Lee. 
159. James P. 

McGovern. 
160. Joe Neguse. 
161. Joe 

Courtney. 
162. Andy Kim. 
163. Rosa L. 

DeLauro. 
164. Jason Crow. 
165. Tracey 

Mann. 
166. Mariannette 

Miller-Meeks. 
167. Jim Costa. 
168. Darren Sota. 
169. Kweisi 

Mfume. 
170. Bradley 

Scott 
Schneider. 

171. Juan 
Ciscomani. 

172. Michelle 
Fischbach. 

173. Veronica 
Escobar. 

174. John H. 
Rutherford. 

175. Debbie 
Wasserman 
Schultz. 

176. Frank J. 
Mrvan. 

177. Lucy 
McBath. 

178. Julia 
Brownley. 

179. John 
Garamendi. 

180. Grace F. 
Napolitano. 

181. Mary Sattler 
Peltola. 

182. Rick Larsen. 
183. Diana 

DeGette. 
184. Terri A. 

Sewell. 
185. Matt 

Cartwright. 
186. Christopher 

R. Deluzio. 
187. Maxine 

Waters. 
188. Dan 

Newhouse. 
189. David Scott. 
190. Norma J. 

Torres. 
191. Jake 

LaTurner. 
192. Bill Posey. 
193. Nancy Mace. 
194. Madeleine 

Dean. 
195. Jeff Jackson. 
196. Greg Pence. 
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