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the State of Missouri. Right now she 
supervises benefit programs for the 
Missouri Department of Labor and In-
dustrial Relations. I thank Ginny so 
much for her dedication and service. 

f 

A’JA WILSON MAKES WNBA 
HISTORY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Nevada (Ms. LEE) for 5 minutes. 

Ms. LEE of Nevada. Mr. Speaker, 
today I rise to congratulate the first 
woman in history to score 1,000 points 
in a single WNBA season, the Las 
Vegas Aces’ very own A’ja Wilson. 

I had the honor of witnessing A’ja 
make history last Sunday against the 
Connecticut Suns, where her signature 
fade-away mid-range jumper landed her 
in the history books once again. 

A’ja and the rest of the back-to-back 
world championship Vegas Aces are 
well known for breaking records, but 
this one felt particularly special. 

I thank A’ja and everyone in the 
Vegas Aces family for making their 
city proud. We look forward to cheer-
ing them all on as the Aces get one 
step closer to going back to back to 
back this year. 

f 

POE PINSON FEVER 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Florida (Mr. BEAN) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. BEAN of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to celebrate a monumental 
achievement for northeast Florida. I 
speak of none other than Fernandina 
Beach’s own 19-year-old skating 
phenom, Poe Pinson, who made history 
skateboarding at the 2024 Olympics in 
Paris. 

From an early age, friends and par-
ents alike at Main Beach Skate Park 
were impressed by her skills. Mr. 
Speaker, she started competing when 
she was only 6 years old. From her 
small-town roots to the international 
stage of the Olympics, her hard work 
and talent catapulted her to finishing 
fifth in the world, exemplifying the 
grit and passion of both our commu-
nity and America. 

Mr. Speaker, her hometown of 
Fernandina Beach went full Poe 
Pinson, had the fever of Poe Pinson. 
We had countless yard signs that said 
simply: ‘‘Go Poe.’’ There was a watch 
party for watching the women’s 
skateboarding event. You had to get up 
before dawn to go attend the party, and 
it was packed, Mr. Speaker. Her home-
town was all in on Poe Pinson. 

Mr. Speaker, not long ago, 
skateboarding wasn’t even an Olympic 
sport. Yet, here we are having wit-
nessed Poe’s debut in the women’s 
street skateboarding event. Just last 
month, the Fernandina Beach City 
Commission honored Poe by naming 
the Main Beach Skate Park after her. 

I ask my colleagues, Mr. Speaker, to 
join me in recognizing this exceptional 
young woman. Poe’s hometown and her 

country are extremely proud of her, 
and we cannot wait to see her shred at 
Poe Pinson Park again. We are very 
proud of her, Mr. Speaker. 

f 

OLD FORGE AND FELITTO NAMED 
SISTER CITIES 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. CARTWRIGHT) for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Speaker, 
today I rise to recognize a remarkable 
and historic milestone that unites two 
communities across the Atlantic 
Ocean. 

It is with great pride and joy that I 
announce the official designation of 
Old Forge, Pennsylvania, and Felitto, 
Italy, as sister cities. 

This designation not only honors our 
shared heritage but also strengthens 
the bond of friendship and cultural ex-
change between our two communities. 

Old Forge, situated in the heart of 
northeastern Pennsylvania, has long 
been a beacon of Italian-American cul-
ture. Known affectionately as the pizza 
capital of the world, Old Forge boasts a 
rich history that is deeply intertwined 
with the Italian immigrant experience. 

In the late 1800s and early 1900s, 
waves of immigrants from Felitto, a 
picturesque town in the Campania re-
gion of southern Italy, made their way 
to Old Forge, then known as Mudtown. 
Their arrival marked the beginning of 
a new chapter in the community’s his-
tory, bringing with them their tradi-
tions, values, and of course, their be-
loved culinary heritage. 

Felitto, located in the province of 
Salerno, is renowned for its artisanal 
fusilli pasta and its vibrant annual 
celebration, the Fusillo Festival. This 
festival is a testament to Felitto’s 
commitment to family, community, 
and the joy of food. 

The town’s dedication to preserving 
its cultural traditions and fostering a 
strong sense of community is mirrored 
in the town of Old Forge. 

The Felittese Association of Old 
Forge, now in its 35th year, hosts the 
city’s annual Felittese Italian Festival 
on the second weekend in September in 
commemoration of Our Lady of Con-
stantinople, who has been venerated in 
the town of Felitto since 1790. 

Much like Felitto’s Fusillo Festival, 
this annual celebration stands as a 
proud homage to Old Forge’s Italian 
roots by celebrating the rich tapestry 
of Italian culture through home-cooked 
food and music with family, friends, 
and neighbors. It is a cherished tradi-
tion that underscores the deep connec-
tions that bind our two communities. 

The sister city designation between 
Old Forge and Felitto represents more 
than just a symbolic gesture. It is a 
recognition of the shared heritage and 
enduring ties that unite the two places. 
It honors the legacy of the Italian im-
migrants who contributed so pro-
foundly to Old Forge, the Common-
wealth of Pennsylvania, and the United 

States of America, and acknowledges 
the vibrant culture that continues to 
thrive today. 

This partnership will strengthen eco-
nomic ties and enhance the mutual un-
derstanding between our two commu-
nities. It is a celebration of our shared 
history and a commitment to con-
tinuing the traditions that have en-
riched our lives and nations. 

As we commemorate this new chap-
ter in the relationship between Old 
Forge and Felitto, let us honor the 
contributions of the Italian immi-
grants who helped shape our commu-
nities. Their legacy lives on in the vi-
brant celebrations, the delectable cui-
sine, and the strong sense of commu-
nity that defines both Old Forge and 
Felitto. 

As a Member of the U.S. House rep-
resenting northeastern Pennsylvania, I 
extend my heartfelt congratulations on 
this historic announcement and 
achievement. May this sister city rela-
tionship continue to flourish and bring 
us ever closer. 

f 

VILLAGE OF SLEEPY HOLLOW 
CELEBRATES 150TH ANNIVERSARY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
New York (Mr. LAWLER) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. LAWLER. Mr. Speaker, today I 
rise to commemorate the 150th anni-
versary of the Village of Sleepy Hol-
low. 

Nestled on the Hudson River just 20 
miles north of New York City, the Vil-
lage of Sleepy Hollow is 5.2 square 
miles of history and intrigue. 

Sleepy Hollow was immortalized by 
Washington Irving’s spooky tale of the 
Headless Horseman. The real Sleepy 
Hollow, however, isn’t haunted or a 
place of nightmares but, rather, a com-
munity of men and women living their 
American Dream. 

Some famous residents include 
former Vice President of the United 
States and Governor of New York, Nel-
son Rockefeller, Olympic Gold Medal- 
winning decathlete Caitlyn Jenner, and 
Pearl Harbor survivor and Bronze Star 
recipient Armando ‘‘Chick’’ Galella. 

It is the home of Phelps Hospital, 
J.P. Doyle’s, the Rockefeller State 
Park Preserve, the Sleepy Hollow 
Lighthouse, and Sleepy Hollow Coun-
try Club, and more. Yes, their Hal-
loween parades and Great Jack 
O’Lantern Blaze are a frighteningly 
good time, too. 

This past weekend, I was honored to 
join my Sleepy Hollow constituents to 
celebrate the historic village’s incred-
ible milestone. As I stood among 
friends, neighbors, and local leaders, I 
was filled with pride for what Sleepy 
Hollow represents: a rich heritage, 
strong community values, and a bright 
future ahead. 

Today, we are joined by several of 
the Village board members, including 
Tom Andruss, Jared Rodriguez, James 
Husselbee, and Deputy Mayor Denise 
Scaglione. Unfortunately, Mayor Mar-
tin Rutyna and Trustees Patrick 
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Sheeran and Lauren Connell couldn’t 
join us today. 

On behalf of the residents of the Vil-
lage of Sleepy Hollow and the United 
States House of Representatives, I am 
honored to recognize our esteemed 
elected officials today and thank them 
for their dedicated service on behalf of 
the residents. 

Over the years, Sleepy Hollow has 
not only embraced its storied past, but 
also evolved into a thriving village 
that continues to honor its traditions 
while welcoming new growth and inno-
vation. It is places like this that make 
New York’s 17th Congressional District 
so special. 

I thank all the Sleepy Hollow resi-
dents and stakeholders who throughout 
the course of this year have made this 
celebration such a great success. Their 
passion, dedication, and love for this 
community are what make Sleepy Hol-
low such a unique and cherished place 
to call home. 

f 

IMMIGRANTS SERVE VITAL ROLE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
New Jersey (Mr. MENENDEZ) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in solidarity with immigrant 
communities across the country, the 
people who we call our friends, neigh-
bors, and loved ones. 

We know that immigrants serve a 
vital role in the fabric of our Nation. 
Unfortunately, Donald Trump and his 
allies have spent their time and energy 
spreading lies about them. The most 
recent lies about immigrants are as 
dangerous as they are false, and they 
are part of the same tired playbook 
that we have seen from extremist Re-
publicans time and time again. 

From Springfield, Ohio, to Hudson 
County, New Jersey, immigrants are 
being vilified, threatened, and har-
assed. Immigrants don’t feel safe going 
to work, picking up their children from 
school, or even going to their places of 
worship. This is a direct result of the 
dangerous rhetoric coming from the 
very top of the Republican Party, and 
it is unacceptable. It is past time that 
we return to the level of political dis-
course that lifts immigrants up, not 
tears them down. 

I am immensely proud to represent 
New Jersey’s 8th Congressional Dis-
trict, a community that is over 40 per-
cent foreign born. I, myself, am the 
grandson of Cuban immigrants. Their 
story and the stories of so many in New 
Jersey and across the country are what 
make America great. 

Our district is proof that when we 
stand side by side with immigrant fam-
ilies, embracing different ideas, cul-
tures, and backgrounds, we make our 
communities stronger. 

In Congress, I strive for leadership 
rooted in respect, and I would hope 
that all those who have the privilege of 
serving in elected office would do the 
same. That is how we promise a future 

for this country rooted in respect, in-
tegrity, and inclusivity. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair reminds Members to refrain from 
engaging in personalities toward nomi-
nees for the Office of President. 

f 

b 1130 

RECOGNIZING SAMANTHA STELP 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Arizona (Mrs. LESKO) for 5 minutes. 

Mrs. LESKO. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize my daughter, 
Samantha Stelp. As many of you know, 
I will be leaving Congress at the end of 
my term this year, so I would be remiss 
if I didn’t recognize people who are 
very important in my life. 

First, I want to say happy birthday, 
Samantha, because today is her 39th 
birthday. 

Samantha is our oldest child. For 
those of you who don’t know, over 30 
years ago, I left my abusive ex-hus-
band, and my young daughter at the 
time and I struggled. There were times 
when we had no place to live and no 
money. Samantha and I have been 
through a lot. 

Then, of course, I happily got remar-
ried. My husband, Joe, raised our 
daughter, Samantha. 

Now, she is a grown woman. She has 
four kids of her own, my four 
grandkids, and she is absolutely amaz-
ing. I am so proud of her. She not only 
works full time, but she takes care of 
four kids ranging from 2 years old to 13 
years old. She finds time to go to foot-
ball games and school activities and 
paints things and does projects. I don’t 
even know where she gets these tal-
ents. 

I just want to say that I am proud of 
her. I thank her for always supporting 
me and for always being there for me. 
I love her. 

RECOGNIZING JARED LESKO 

Mrs. LESKO. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize my son, Jared 
Lesko. As you know, I will be retiring 
from Congress this year, so I want to 
make sure I talk about the people im-
portant to me, including my son, Jared 
Lesko. 

Jared is my youngest child. He is 26 
years old. My husband, Joe, and I are 
proud of him. He is working in the IT 
field, has a great job, is very success-
ful, and is getting married next March 
to his high school or grade school 
sweetheart, who he has known since 
eighth grade. 

I am so excited. We are going to be 
going on a cruise for his wedding, and 
I will see my youngest son get married 
then. He is getting married to his 
sweetheart, Audrey, and they are going 
to have a wonderful life. He bought a 
home last year, and I couldn’t be 
prouder of him. 

He has been there supporting me 
from day one. I remember, years ago, 
he would help me out in the Phoenix 
heat to register people to vote. We sat 

out at the Peoria Sports Complex, 
handed out water, and asked people if 
they were registered to vote. I don’t 
know how I convinced them, but I con-
vinced my entire family to come help 
me. He has always been there for me. 

I wish my son, Jared, much success 
now and in the future. 

f 

HONORING THOMAS F. CARLIN 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. VEASEY) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. VEASEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the life and legacy of a 
good friend of mine who was a U.S. 
Army veteran, in the Vietnam war, and 
a union leader in the Dallas-Fort 
Worth area, Thomas F. Carlin. We 
called him Tom Carlin. 

Tom was a great guy who sacrificed 
and worked so hard for the working 
men and women of the DFW area. 

In addition to serving in Vietnam, 
Tom worked for American Airlines for 
40 years, and he held various leadership 
positions throughout his union career, 
including vice president of the Texas 
AFL–CIO for nearly 35 years. 

Later in life, Tom battled the effects 
of Parkinson’s disease, which he picked 
up when he was in Vietnam as a result 
of his exposure to Agent Orange, which 
so many of our veterans have suffered 
from, from the 1960s during the Viet-
nam war. 

Because of his work in labor, Tom 
was also honored with induction into 
both the Texas AFL–CIO and the Texas 
Labor Management Hall of Fame. 

Tom has just been a great guy, a 
great friend, and a great supporter. I 
have known him and his wife, Peggy, 
very well. 

Tom was so proud of his son, who is 
a pilot for Delta Airlines, Tommy. 
Tommy has been with Delta for a while 
now. I have never met Tommy in per-
son, but because Tom was so proud of 
him and talked about his only child, I 
felt like I have known Tommy forever. 

That is the kind of family that Tom 
and Peggy put together, just great peo-
ple who not only cared about their own 
family but their union family, vet-
erans, and all north Texans. That is 
what Tom worked hard for, creating a 
better way of life for everybody. 

Mr. Speaker, I give my condolences 
to the Carlin family, all of his union 
brothers and sisters, and everybody in 
north Texas because people will miss 
Tom Carlin and his big Irish smile and 
friendliness that he always brought to 
the table. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until noon 
today. 

Accordingly (at 11 o’clock and 36 
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 
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