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of people who want to come and take 
jobs, many of which used to be taken 
by Palestinians. People from the Phil-
ippines and people from Vietnam are 
also going to be coming to Israel be-
cause of the huge economic progress 
that is made by the Jews in Israel as 
they have taken a land that was con-
sidered almost entirely a wasteland 60 
years ago and turned it into one of the 
most modern countries in the world. 

I will also point out that Israel is a 
very tolerant country. In Gaza itself, 
run by the Palestinians, they would 
not have any Jewish temples. In Israel 
proper, there are over 400 Muslim 
mosques, which operate and are al-
lowed to operate by the Israeli Govern-
ment. 

I think if we are going to educate the 
American public about what is going 
on in this Hamas-Israel war, we have to 
let the American public know how 
many people wish they could come to 
Israel to work. 

The next issue—and I talk to people 
about this all the time when I go back 
home, and we will talk about it again— 
is the attitude of the new head of the 
Joint Chiefs, General Brown, toward 
his diversity initiative. 

Now, traditionally, America has got-
ten where it is by being a meritocracy, 
and people advance whether they are 
good or bad. Of all the parts of society, 
the part of society that had better 
never cease to be number one is our 
American military. 

Nevertheless, the head of the Joint 
Chiefs has publicly said he wants to re-
duce the number of White male officers 
from something in the 60 percents 
down to, I believe, 42 percent, 44 or 42 
percent. 

Again, this is a fundamental change 
in the way the military has naturally 
done things. They want to operate like 
a little second-rate community college 
in which they are more concerned 
about race or where people’s great- 
great-grandparents were born than 
about making sure we have the right 
person for the job. 

I think this is something that should 
be discussed more, even though Gen-
eral Brown has been confirmed, and 
finding out what exactly is being done 
in achieving this goal. 

On a subcommittee that I am fortu-
nate enough to chair, we had a hearing 
on this topic. We found out that there 
is a perception, which probably is true, 
that people who are White are treated 
poorly. As a result, we are not meeting 
our recruiting goals because White peo-
ple are realizing, perhaps accurately, 
that they are going to have a hard time 
in the military. 

When it comes time to be promoted, 
they are going to be viewed hostilely. I 
think that is something we must look 
at more. 

The next thing to talk about is that 
we have tax credits that are benefiting 
the wealthiest developers in our soci-
ety. We are expanding the use of those 
credits under the tax bill that I voted 
for because of other good provisions 

and the tax law passed a couple of 
weeks ago. 

I personally think the low-income 
section 42 tax credits are the worst in 
the tax code. They give money to well- 
heeled developers. They are allowed to 
have 70 percent of their building paid 
for by the government, a lavish subsidy 
in which the already wealthy members 
of society become wealthier still. 

Finally, I would mention the prayer 
breakfast we had a week ago, which is 
something else that has been under-
stated. We will talk about that next 
week. 

Mr. LAMALFA. Madam Speaker, I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Messages in writing from the Presi-
dent of the United States were commu-
nicated to the House by Ms. Deirdre 
Kelly, one of his secretaries. 

f 

CONTINUATION OF THE NATIONAL 
EMERGENCY WITH RESPECT TO 
THE WIDESPREAD HUMANI-
TARIAN CRISIS IN AFGHANISTAN 
AND THE POTENTIAL FOR A 
DEEPENING ECONOMIC COL-
LAPSE IN AFGHANISTAN—MES-
SAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT OF 
THE UNITED STATES (H. DOC. 
NO. 118–105) 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following message 
from the President of the United 
States; which was read and, together 
with the accompanying papers, referred 
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs 
and ordered to be printed: 

To the Congress of the United States: 
Section 202(d) of the National Emer-

gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides 
for the automatic termination of a na-
tional emergency unless, within 90 
days prior to the anniversary date of 
its declaration, the President publishes 
in the Federal Register and transmits to 
the Congress a notice stating that the 
emergency is to continue in effect be-
yond the anniversary date. In accord-
ance with this provision, I have sent to 
the Federal Register for publication the 
enclosed notice stating that the na-
tional emergency with respect to the 
widespread humanitarian crisis in Af-
ghanistan and the potential for a deep-
ening economic collapse in Afghani-
stan declared in Executive Order 14064 
of February 11, 2022, is to continue in 
effect beyond February 11, 2024. 

The widespread humanitarian crisis 
in Afghanistan—including the urgent 
needs of the people of Afghanistan for 
food security, livelihoods support, 
water, sanitation, health, hygiene, and 
shelter and settlement assistance, 
among other basic human needs—and 
the potential for a deepening economic 
collapse in Afghanistan continue to 
pose an unusual and extraordinary 
threat to the national security and for-
eign policy of the United States. In ad-
dition, the preservation of certain 

property of Da Afghanistan Bank 
(DAB) held in the United States by 
United States financial institutions is 
of the utmost importance to addressing 
this national emergency and the wel-
fare of the people of Afghanistan. Var-
ious parties, including representatives 
of victims of terrorism, have asserted 
legal claims against certain property 
of DAB or indicated in public court fil-
ings an intent to make such claims. 
This property is blocked under Execu-
tive Order 14064. 

Therefore, I have determined that it 
is necessary to continue the national 
emergency declared in Executive Order 
14064 with respect to the widespread 
humanitarian crisis in Afghanistan and 
the potential for a deepening economic 
collapse in Afghanistan. 

JOSEPH R. BIDEN, Jr.
THE WHITE HOUSE, February 7, 2024. 

f 

CONTINUATION OF THE NATIONAL 
EMERGENCY WITH RESPECT TO 
THE SITUATION IN AND IN RE-
LATION TO BURMA—MESSAGE 
FROM THE PRESIDENT OF THE 
UNITED STATES (H. DOC. NO. 118– 
106) 
The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-

fore the House the following message 
from the President of the United 
States; which was read and, together 
with the accompanying papers, referred 
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs 
and ordered to be printed: 

To the Congress of the United States: 
Section 202(d) of the National Emer-

gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides 
for the automatic termination of a na-
tional emergency unless, within 90 
days prior to the anniversary date of 
its declaration, the President publishes 
in the Federal Register and transmits to 
the Congress a notice stating that the 
emergency is to continue in effect be-
yond the anniversary date. In accord-
ance with this provision, I have sent to 
the Federal Register for publication the 
enclosed notice stating that the na-
tional emergency with respect to the 
situation in and in relation to Burma 
declared in Executive Order 14014 of 
February 10, 2021, is to continue in ef-
fect beyond February 10, 2024. 

The situation in and in relation to 
Burma, and in particular the February 
1, 2021 coup, in which the military 
overthrew the democratically elected 
civilian government of Burma and un-
justly arrested and detained govern-
ment leaders, politicians, human rights 
defenders, journalists, and religious 
leaders, thereby rejecting the will of 
the people of Burma as expressed in 
elections held in November 2020 and un-
dermining the country’s democratic 
transition and rule of law, continues to 
pose an unusual and extraordinary 
threat to the national security and for-
eign policy of the United States. There-
fore, I have determined that it is nec-
essary to continue the national emer-
gency declared in Executive Order 14014 
with respect to Burma. 

JOSEPH R. BIDEN, Jr.
THE WHITE HOUSE, February 7, 2024. 
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ENROLLED BILL SIGNED 

Kevin F. McCumber, Clerk of the 
House, reported and found truly an en-
rolled bill of the House of the following 
title, which was thereupon signed by 
the Speaker: 

H.R. 1568. An act to amend the Tariff Act 
of 1930 to protect personally identifiable in-
formation, and for other purposes. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. LAMALFA. Madam Speaker, I 
move that the House do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 1 o’clock and 29 minutes 
p.m.), under its previous order, the 
House adjourned until Friday, Feb-
ruary 9, 2024, at 10 a.m. 

f 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 
ETC. 

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive 
communications were taken from the 
Speaker’s table and referred as follows: 

EC–3072. A letter from the Secretary, De-
partment of Agriculture, transmitting a re-
port of a violation of the Antideficiency Act, 
pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 1351; Public Law 97-258, 
Sept. 13, 1982; (96 Stat. 927); to the Com-
mittee on Appropriations. 

EC–3073. A letter from the Senior Policy 
Advisor, Wage and Hour Division, Depart-
ment of Labor, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s Major final rule — Employee or Inde-
pendent Contractor Classification Under the 
Fair Labor Standards Act (RIN: 1235-AA43) 
received February 7, 2024, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on Edu-
cation and the Workforce. 

EC–3074. A letter from the Associate Ad-
ministrator for Rulemaking, National High-
way Traffic Safety Administration, Depart-
ment of Transportation, transmitting the 
Department’s final rule — Federal Motor Ve-
hicle Safety Standards: Child Restraint Sys-
tems [Docket No.: NHTSA-2023-0040] (RIN: 
2127-AL34) received February 1, 2024, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104- 
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee 
on Energy and Commerce. 

EC–3075. A letter from the Associate Ad-
ministrator for Rulemaking, National High-
way Traffic Safety Administration, Depart-
ment of Transportation, transmitting the 
Department’s final rule — Federal Motor Ve-
hicle Safety Standards; Bus Rollover Struc-
tural Integrity [Docket No.: NHTSA-2023- 
0043] (RIN: 2127-AM58) received February 1, 
2024, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public 
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the 
Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

EC–3076. A letter from the Associate Ad-
ministrator for Rulemaking, National High-
way Traffic Safety Administration, Depart-
ment of Transportation, transmitting the 
Department’s final rule — Federal Motor Ve-
hicle Theft Prevention Standard; Final List-
ing of 2021 Light Duty Truck Lines Subject 
to the Requirements of This Standard and 
Exempted Vehicle Lines for Model Year 2021 
[Docket No.: NHTSA-2023-0003] (RIN: 2127- 
AM59) received February 1, 2024, pursuant to 
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce. 

EC–3077. A letter from the Director, Office 
of Congressional Affairs, Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission, transmitting the Commission’s 
interim staff guidance — Material Compat-
ibility for Non-Light Water Reactors [DANU- 

ISG-2023-01] February 1, 2024, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce. 

EC–3078. A letter from the Secretary, De-
partment of the Treasury, transmitting six- 
month periodic report on the national emer-
gency with respect to Hong Kong that was 
declared in Executive Order 13936 of July 14, 
2020, pursuant to 50 U.S.C. 1641(c); Public 
Law 94-412, Sec. 401(c); (90 Stat. 1257) and 50 
U.S.C. 1703(c); Public Law 95-223, Sec 204(c); 
(91 Stat. 1627); to the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs. 

EC–3079. A letter from the Director, Office 
of Legislative and Intergovernmental Af-
fairs, Commodity Futures Trading Commis-
sion, transmitting the Commission’s Agency 
Financial Report for FY 2022, pursuant to 31 
U.S.C. 3515(a)(1); Public Law 101-576, Sec. 
303(a)(1) (as amended by Public Law 107-289, 
Sec. 2(a)); (116 Stat. 2049); to the Committee 
on Oversight and Accountability. 

EC–3080. A letter from the Chief, Branch of 
Domestic Listing, Fish and Wildlife Service, 
Department of the Interior, transmitting the 
Department’s final rule — Endangered and 
Threatened Wildlife and Plants; Endangered 
Species Status for Black-Capped Petrel 
[Docket No.: FWS-R4-ES-2018-0043; 
FF09E21000 FXES1111090FEDR 245] (RIN: 
1018-BD13) received February 2, 2024, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104- 
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee 
on Natural Resources. 

EC–3081. A letter from the Chief, Branch of 
Domestic Listing, Fish and Wildlife Service, 
Department of the Interior, transmitting the 
Department’s final rule — Endangered and 
Threatened Wildlife and Plants; Endangered 
Species Status for Lassics Lupine and Des-
ignation of Critical Habitat [Docket No.: 
FWS-R8-ES-2022-0083; FF09E21000 
FXES1111090FEDR 234] (RIN: 1018-BF84) re-
ceived February 2, 2024, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Natural Re-
sources. 

EC–3082. A letter from the Director, Office 
of Workers’ Compensation Programs, De-
partment of Labor, transmitting the Acting 
Secretary’s response to the Office of the Om-
budsman’s 2022 Annual report, pursuant to 42 
U.S.C. 7385s-15(e)(2); Public Law 106-398, Sec. 
1 (as amended by Public Law 108-375, Sec. 
3161); (118 Stat. 2185); to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

EC–3083. A letter from the Director, Ad-
ministrative Office of the United States 
Courts, transmitting the annual report for 
fiscal year 2023 on compliance within the 
time limitations established for deciding ha-
beas corpus death penalty petitions under 
Title I of the Antiterrorism and Effective 
Death Penalty Act of 1996, pursuant to 28 
U.S.C. 2266(b)(5)(A); Added by Public Law 104- 
132, Sec. 107(a); (110 Stat. 1224) and 28 U.S.C. 
2266(c)(5); Public Law 104-132, Sec. 107(a); (110 
Stat. 1224); to the Committee on the Judici-
ary. 

EC–3084. A letter from the Administrator, 
FEMA, Department of Homeland Security, 
transmitting notification that funding under 
Title V, subsection 503(b)(3) of the Robert T. 
Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency As-
sistance Act, as amended, has exceeded $5 
million for the cost of response and recovery 
efforts for FEMA-3598-EM in the State of 
Maine, pursuant to 42 U.S.C. 5193(b)(3); Pub-
lic Law 93-288, Sec. 503(b)(3) (as amended by 
Public Law 100-707, Sec. 107(a)); (102 Stat. 
4707); to the Committee on Transportation 
and Infrastructure. 

EC–3085. A letter from the Administrator, 
FEMA, Department of Homeland Security, 
transmitting notification that funding under 
Title V, subsection 503(b)(3) of the Robert T. 
Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency As-

sistance Act, as amended, has exceeded $5 
million for the cost of response and recovery 
efforts for FEMA-3602-EM in the Common-
wealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, pur-
suant to 42 U.S.C. 5193(b)(3); Public Law 93- 
288, Sec. 503(b)(3) (as amended by Public Law 
100-707, Sec. 107(a)); (102 Stat. 4707); to the 
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure. 

EC–3086. A letter from the ASA, Federal 
Railroad Administration, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Emergency Escape 
Breathing Apparatus Standards [Docket No.: 
FRA-2009-0044, Notice No.: 2] (RIN: 2130-AC14) 
received January 31, 2024, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

EC–3087. A letter from the Regulation De-
velopment Coordinator, Office of Regulation 
Policy and Management, Office of General 
Counsel, Department of Veterans Affairs, 
transmitting the Department’s final rule — 
85/15 Rule Calculations, Waiver Criteria, and 
Reports [RIN: 2900-AR56] received January 
22, 2024, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); 
Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to 
the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs. 

f 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON 
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 

Under clause 2 of rule XIII, reports of 
committees were delivered to the Clerk 
for printing and reference to the proper 
calendar, as follows: 

Mr. WESTERMAN: Committee on Natural 
Resources. H.R. 6009. A bill to require the Di-
rector of the Bureau of Land Management to 
withdraw the proposed rule relating to fluid 
mineral leases and leasing process, and for 
other purposes; with an amendment (Rept. 
118–376). Referred to the Committee of the 
Whole House on the state of the Union. 

f 

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 

Under clause 2 of rule XII, public 
bills and resolutions of the following 
titles were introduced and severally re-
ferred, as follows: 

By Ms. UNDERWOOD (for herself and 
Ms. SCHRIER): 

H.R. 7265. A bill to authorize the Secretary 
of Health and Human Services to award 
grants to establish or expand programs to 
implement evidence-aligned practices in 
health care settings for the purpose of reduc-
ing the suicide rates of covered individuals, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Energy and Commerce, and in addition to 
the Committee on Education and the Work-
force, for a period to be subsequently deter-
mined by the Speaker, in each case for con-
sideration of such provisions as fall within 
the jurisdiction of the committee concerned. 

By Ms. UNDERWOOD: 
H.R. 7266. A bill to amend the Public 

Health Service Act to authorize grants to 
support schools of nursing in increasing the 
number of nursing students and faculty and 
in program enhancement and infrastructure 
modernization, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

By Mr. TONKO (for himself and Mr. 
FITZPATRICK): 

H.R. 7267. A bill to amend title XIX of the 
Social Security Act to provide a temporary 
higher Federal medical assistance percent-
age for Federal expenditures under the Med-
icaid program that are associated with the 
cost of compliance with certain Federal reg-
ulations with respect to services furnished in 
certain intermediate care facilities or home 
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