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Mr. JACKSON of Illinois. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise tonight because we gather on
this floor to give recognition to a grow-
ing and troubling problem in America
today.

Never before have so many young
people, and in particular so many Afri-
can-American young people, been sus-
ceptible to the tragic influence of sui-
cidal thoughts.

One of the things that we cannot
leave out of this discussion is how
much the anxiety of our politics has
contributed to the overall dysfunction
that has become a cancer on the lives
and mental health of America’s citi-
Zens.

I say to you tonight when people
have to worry about political violence
and insurrections, that is a strain on
mental health. When people have to be
concerned about losing their
healthcare when they need it most;
when people are concerned about the
attacks on Medicaid and Medicare;
when people are concerned about not
being able to make decisions on their
own bodies; when people are concerned
about whether or not there will be a
shooting in their school today; and
when people have to listen to the
former President of the United States
demonize Haitian immigrants with ab-
solutely no evidence for the erroneous
claims he happens to be making, it is
no wonder that America has become a
Nation riddled with anxiety.

Let us be very clear: The will to live
is connected to the conditions of one’s
life.

I am not a mental health expert, Mr.
Speaker, but I happen to believe that
people who have something to live for
are often engaged in the act of living
with a sense of promise and hope.

I understand that mental health dis-
eases are real and must be treated sep-
arately, but there are a lot of people in
this country who contemplate ending
their lives not because they have a
mental health disease but rather be-
cause the conditions in which they
have to live have become over-
whelming and completely debilitating.

Mr. Speaker, and when people can no
longer see a future for themselves, they are
more susceptible to the vicissitudes of despair.

The epidemic of opioid abuse is indicative of
this analysis.

There are millions upon millions of people in
this country who are simply trying to escape
the conditions of their lives.

And every day they are fighting not to give
in to the encroaching darkness that seems to
stalk them both day and night.

And let’s be honest, it is a familiar darkness.

The content of which is comprised of ques-
tions like: How will | pay my mortgage;

How can | afford rent and keep up with my
car note; and

How can | pay for the college education of
my children while at the same time afford
school supplies for the ones who are still in el-
ementary school.

It is a familiar darkness.

It is comprised of concerns about the future
of democracy;

the right to vote;
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racism and the creeping eradication of
America’s commitment to diversity;

the criminal justice system;

questions of war and peace; and

clean water, clean air, and clean food.

And my question tonight is this: What about
them?

What are we prepared to do in this Con-
gress to make the lives of the American peo-
ple more secure and worthy of what it means
to be called an American?

And contrary to what some have come to
believe, not everybody in this country can pull
themselves up by their own bootstraps.

There are millions of people who prover-
bially don’t even own boots.

And | still believe that a nation of great
wealth owes it to all of its citizens to provide
a basic level of support, so that while it is true
that not all of us will have maximum suc-
cess—none of us, however, should be con-
demned to fail.

We have a moral and ethical obligation to
make the future of this country brighter than
the one we were born into.

And we do this not just in the policies we
legislate, but also in the tone of our politics.

High octane rhetoric will not bring a level of
ease to the hearts and minds of the American
people.

And so | say to you tonight, let us not just
be concerned about preventing suicide without
confronting the conditions that make the lives
of the American people needlessly miserable
and more difficult than it has to be.

Let us dedicate ourselves to the flourishing
of all people.

And let us be particularly mindful of the suf-
fering that grows among us.

We want you to know tonight that we see
you,

we hear you,

we love you,

and you are not in this battle alone.

Mrs. CHERFILUS-McCORMICK. Mr.
Speaker, may I inquire as to the time
remaining?

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tlewoman from Florida has 7 minutes
remaining.

Mrs. CHERFILUS-McCORMICK. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today during Suicide
Prevention Month to bring attention
to a deeply troubling issue affecting
our Nation: racial disparities in suicide
rates, particularly among Black youth.

According to the recent data from
the CDC, the suicide rate among Black
youth aged 10 through 19 climbed by a
staggering 54 percent between 2018 and
2022, exceeding, for the first time, that
of their White peers.

In my home State of Florida, where
the suicide rate among Black teens is
the third highest in the country, the
need to address this crisis is especially
urgent. Black youth are also signifi-
cantly less likely to receive the mental
health support they need as they face
stigma and mistrust toward the
healthcare system.

Racial discrimination, economic dis-
enfranchisement, and the lack of cul-
turally competent mental health serv-
ices fuels disparities and creates bar-
riers to accessing care, even when it is
available.

We have long understood suicide pre-
vention and mental health initiatives
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to be public health interventions that
benefit all Americans. It pains me to
see such drastic disparities within
these communities.

As Black youth suicide rates con-
tinue to climb, investments in cultural
competence training, mental health
screenings, research, and resources are
desperately needed. By taking these
steps, we can ensure those at risk are
connected to the appropriate accessible
and culturally sensitive care they need
and deserve.

Lastly, we need to do more research
into the specific risk factors affecting
Black youth. Understanding the full
scope of the problem is essential to de-
veloping practical solutions. Federal
funding for studies that explore how
stigma, cultural identity, and commu-
nity engagement influence suicide risk
in the Black community is long over-
due. These studies will guide us in
crafting policies and interventions that
are both targeted and effective.

The importance of prevention and
awareness cannot be understated. This
Suicide Prevention Month, we must re-
affirm our commitment to addressing
the disparities in mental health head-
on and ensure that no youth’s life is
lost to a preventable cause.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will remind Members to refrain
from engaging in personalities toward
nominees for the Office of President.

————
ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED

Kevin F. McCumber, Clerk of the
House, reported and found truly en-
rolled bills of the House of the fol-
lowing titles, which were thereupon
signed by the Speaker:

H.R. 7032. An act to amend the Congres-
sional Budget and Impoundment Control Act
of 1974 to provide the Congressional Budget
Office with necessary authorities to expedite
the sharing of data from executive branch
agencies, and for other purposes.

H.R. 7377. An act to amend the Federal Oil
and Gas Royalty Management Act of 1982 to
improve the management of royalties from
oil and gas leases, and for other purposes.

———

BILL PRESENTED TO THE
PRESIDENT

Kevin F. McCumber, Acting Clerk of
the House, reported that on September
11, 2024, the following bill was pre-
sented to the President of the United
States for approval:

H.R. 1076. To require the Comptroller Gen-
eral of the United States to carry out a
study on the trafficking into the United
States of synthetic drugs, and related illicit
finance, and for other purposes.

————
ADJOURNMENT

Mrs. CHERFILUS-McCORMICK. Mr.
Speaker, I move that the House do now
adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 9 o’clock and 56 minutes
p.m.), under its previous order, the
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House adjourned until tomorrow,
Wednesday, September 18, 2024, at 10
a.m. for morning-hour debate.

———

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

EC-5324. A letter from the Assistant to the
Board, Board of Governors of the Federal Re-
serve System, transmitting the Board’s final
rule — Quality Control Standards for Auto-
mated Valuation Models [Docket No.: R-1807]
(RIN: 7100-AG60) received September 8, 2024,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Financial Services.

EC-5325. A letter from the Acting Deputy
Director — Office of Legislative Affairs,
Legal, Federal Deposit Insurance Corpora-
tion, transmitting the Corporation’s final
rule — Fair Hiring in Banking Act (RIN:
3064-AF92) received August 20, 2024, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121,
Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on
Financial Services.

EC-5326. A letter from the Director, Finan-
cial Crimes Enforcement Network, Depart-
ment of the Treasury, transmitting the De-
partment’s Major final rule — Anti-Money
Laundering Regulations for Residential Real
Estate Transfers (RIN: 1506-AB54) received
September 6, 2024, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Financial
Services.

EC-5327. A letter from the Director, Finan-
cial Crimes Enforcement Network, Depart-
ment of the Treasury, transmitting the De-
partment’s Major final rule — Anti-Money
Laundering/Countering the Financing of Ter-
rorism Program and Suspicious Activity Re-
port Filing Requirements or Registered In-
vestment Advisers and Exempt Reporting
Advisers (RIN: 1506-AB58) received Sep-
tember 6, 2024, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Financial
Services.

EC-5328. A letter from the Special Counsel,
Bank Activities, Office of the Comptroller of
the Currency, Department of the Treasury,
transmitting the Department’s final rule —
Quality Control Standards for Automated
Valuation Models [Docket No.: OCC-2023-
0002) (RIN: 1557-AD87) received August 27,
2024, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the
Committee on Financial Services.

EC-5329. A letter from the Federal Commu-
nications Commission, Office of Managing
Director, AMD-PPM, Federal Communica-
tions Commission, transmitting the Com-
mission’s final rule — In the Matter of
Amendment of section 73.202(b), Table of FM
Allotments, FM Broadcast Stations (Cana-
dian, Texas) [MB Docket No.: 24-111; RM-
11980]; Application for Construction Permit
to Modify FM Station KPQP, Pandhandle,
Texas [File No.: 0000220011; Facility ID No.:
189483] received August 20, 2024, pursuant to
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
261; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce.

EC-5330. A letter from the Chief of Staff,
Media Bureau, Federal Communications
Commission, transmitting the Commission’s
final rule — In the Matter of Amendment of
Section 73.622(j), Table of Allotments, Tele-
vision Broadcast Stations (Jacksonville,
Florida) [MB Docket No.: 24-112; RM-11981]
received August 20, 2024, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.
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EC-5331. A letter from the Congressional
and Public Affairs Specialist, Bureau of In-
dustry and Security, Department of Com-
merce, transmitting the Department’s final
rule — Standards-Related Activities and the
Export Administration Regulations [Docket
No.: 240712-0190] (RIN: 0694-AI06) received Au-
gust 20, 2024, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Foreign Af-
fairs.

EC-5332. A letter from the Acting Director,
Workforce Policy and Innovation, Office of
Personnel Management, transmitting the Of-
fice’s final rule — Time-Limited Promotions
[Docket ID: OPM-2023-0041] (RIN: 3206-A052)
received August 20, 2024, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Oversight
and Accountability.

EC-5333. A letter from the Senior Regu-
latory Analyst, Policy and Regulations
Branch, PERMA, JAO, U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service, Department of the Interior, trans-
mitting the Department’s final rule — Sub-
sistence Management Regulations for Public
Lands in Alaska-— Applicability and Scope;
Tongass National Forest Submerged Lands
[Docket No.: FWS-R7-SM-2018-0013;
FF07J00000-245-FXFR13350700640] (RIN: 1018-
BC96) received August 16, 2024, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
261; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on Nat-
ural Resources.

EC-5334. A letter from the Deputy Assist-
ant Administrator, NMFS, Office of Sustain-
able Fisheries — Greater Atlantic, National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration,
transmitting the Administration’s final rule
— Atlantic Surfclam and Ocean Quahog
Fisheries; 2020 Fishing Quotas for Atlantic
Surfclams and Ocean Quahogs; and Suspen-
sion of Minimum Atlantic Surfclam Size
Limit [Docket No.: 200204-0043] (RIN: 0648-
XX032) received August 20, 2024, pursuant to
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
261; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on Nat-
ural Resources.

EC-5335. A letter from the Deputy Assist-
ant Administrator for Regulatory Programs,
NMFS, Office of Sustainable Fisheries —
Southeast Region, National Oceanic and At-
mospheric Administration, transmitting the
Administration’s final rule — Fisheries of
the Caribbean, Gulf of Mexico, and South At-
lantic; Coastal Migratory Pelagics Resources
in the Gulf of Mexico and Atlantic Region;
Framework Amendment 6 [Docket No.:
190905-0022] (RIN: 0648-BI68) received August
20, 2024, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A);
Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to
the Committee on Natural Resources.

EC-5336. A letter from the Deputy Assist-
ant Administrator, NMFS, Office of Sustain-
able Fisheries — Southeast Region, National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration,
transmitting the Administration’s final rule
— Fisheries of the Caribbean, Gulf of Mexico,
and South Atlantic; Shrimp Fishery of the
Gulf of Mexico; Amendment 18 [Docket No.:
200123-0027] (RIN: 0648-BI9) received August
20, 2024, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A);
Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to
the Committee on Natural Resources.

EC-5337. A letter from the Deputy Assist-
ant Administrator, NMFS, Office of Sustain-
able Fisheries — SER, National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration, transmitting
the Administration’s final rule — Fisheries
of the Caribbean, Gulf of Mexico, and South
Atlantic; Snapper-Grouper Fishery Off the
Southern Atlantic Region; Regulatory
Amendment 30 [Docket No.: 200128-0033]
(RIN: 0648-BJ31) received August 20, 2024,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Natural Resources.

EC-5338. A letter from the Deputy Assist-
ant Administrator for Regulatory Programs,
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NMFS, Office of Sustainable Fisheries —
Southeast Region, National Oceanic and At-
mospheric Administration, transmitting the
Administration’s final rule — Fisheries of
the Caribbean, Gulf of Mexico, and South At-
lantic; Reef Fish Fishery of the Gulf of Mex-
ico; Revisions to Sea Turtle Release Gear;
Amendment 49 [Docket No.: 180427420-8420-02]
(RIN: 0648-BH92) received August 20, 2024,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Natural Resources.

EC-5339. A letter from the Deputy Assist-
ant Administrator, NMFS, Office of Sustain-
able Fisheries — Southeast Region, National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration,
transmitting the Administration’s final rule
— Fisheries of the Caribbean, Gulf of Mexico,
and South Atlantic; Snapper-Grouper Fish-
ery of the South Atlantic Region; Regu-
latory Amendment 26 [Docket No.: 200220-
0060] (RIN: 0648-BI33) received August 20,
2024, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the
Committee on Natural Resources.

EC-5340. A letter from the Deputy Assist-
ant Administrator for Regulatory Programs,
NMFS, Office of Sustainable Fisheries —
West Coast Region, National Oceanic and At-
mospheric Administration, transmitting the
Administration’s final rule — Fisheries Off
West Coast States; West Coast Salmon Fish-
eries; Management Measures To Limit Fish-
ery Impacts on Sacramento River Winter-
Run Chinook Salmon [Docket No.: 171031999-
8355-02] (RIN: 0648-BH40) received August 20,
2024, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the
Committee on Natural Resources.

EC-5341. A letter from the Acting Director,
Office of Sustainable Fisheries, NMFS, Office
of Sustainable Fisheries — Alaska Region,
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Adminis-
tration, transmitting the Administration’s
temporary rule — Fisheries of the Exclusive
Economic Zone Off Alaska; Pollock in Sta-
tistical Area 630 in the Gulf of Alaska [Dock-
et No.: 180831813-9170-02] (RTID: 0648-XY071]
received September 6, 2024, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on Nat-
ural Resources.

EC-5342. A letter from the Deputy Assist-
ant Administrator, NMFS, Office of Sustain-
able Fisheries — WCR, National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration, transmitting
the Administration’s final rule — Magnuson-
Stevens Act Provisions; Fisheries Off West
Coast States; Pacific Coast Groundfish Fish-
ery; Pacific Fishery Management Plan;
Amendment 28; Correction [Docket No.:
191106-0077] (RIN: 0648-BI89) received Sep-
tember 6, 2024, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Natural Re-
sources.

EC-5343. A letter from the Acting Director,
Office of Sustainable Fisheries, NMFS, Office
of Sustainable Fisheries-Alaska Region, Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion, transmitting the Administration’s tem-
porary rule — Fisheries of the Exclusive Eco-
nomic Zone Off Alaska; Pacific Cod by
Catcher Vessels Greater Than or Equal to 50
Feet Length Overall Using Hook-and-Line
Gear in the Central Regulatory Area of the
Gulf of Alaska [Docket No.: 180831813-9170-02]
(RIN: 0648-XY025) received September 6, 2024,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Natural Resources.

EC-5344. A letter from the Director, Office
of Sustainable Fisheries, NMFS, Office of
Sustainable Fisheries-Alaska Region, Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion, transmitting the Administration’s tem-
porary final rule — Fisheries of the Exclu-
sive Economic Zone Off Alaska; Chinook
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