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the Grammy, and in 2011, he received 
an Emmy nomination. 

Just last year, he was named 2023 De-
troit Jazz Hero by the Jazz Journalists 
Association. 

But strip away all the titles, all the 
awards, and Whitaker is simply a man 
who understands the power of the gift 
that he has been given and the neces-
sity to pass it on. In his own words, Dr. 
Rodney Whitaker said: That is my 
truth. I love passing on the knowledge 
of the history of music, and it is life- 
changing to see that lightbulb go off in 
someone. It certainly changed my life. 

For all the lives he has enriched, 
changed, and set to music, I ask that 
his contributions forever live here in 
the permanent RECORD of the United 
States House of Representatives. 

Madam Speaker, I would also like to 
shine a light on the incredible accom-
plishments of another member of the 
Michigan State University jazz com-
munity: Associate professor of jazz 
piano, Xavier Davis. 

It was 1994 and Xavier Davis, then a 
college student from Grand Rapids, 
Michigan, was performing with a small 
ensemble at a convention in Boston 
when his tunes caught the ear of the 
legendary jazz vocalist Betty Carter, a 
native of Flint, Michigan. Carter 
scooped him up and brought him to 
New York, hiring him to work exclu-
sively as a pianist for her jazz trio. 

Davis spent many years in New York, 
cultivating his talent, learning from 
and playing with some of the greatest 
names in jazz, including: Carl Allen, 
James Williams, Billy Hart, Regina 
Carter, and Wynton Marsalis. He 
served as musical director for the Boys 
Choir of Harlem during its 1999–2000 
season, he played keyboard for the tel-
evision series ‘‘The Cosby Show,’’ and 
has been featured on more than 50 al-
bums, including a Grammy-winning 
collaboration with Christian McBride 
in 2012. 

We are so fortunate that after 6 years 
of teaching at the famed Juilliard 
School in New York, Davis brought his 
talents back home and has been teach-
ing jazz piano at Michigan State Uni-
versity since 2014. 

In addition to the many students who 
have benefited from his instruction, 
Davis has also dedicated himself to up-
lifting his own hometown of Detroit 
through his music. 

Supported by a grant from Michigan 
State University’s Humanities and Art 
Research program, Davis began com-
posing music about Detroit, which 
eventually became a powerful album 
titled ‘‘Rise Up Detroit.’’ 

Through his music, Davis focused on 
the role Detroit has played in the lives 
of African Americans and in the world 
at large, highlighting the Underground 
Railroad, the Great Migration, and the 
boon days of the auto industry. 

Professor Davis is a gifted composer, 
arranger, and producer of music, and 
widely recognized as one of the most 
accomplished jazz pianists in the 
world. He is also a proud Michigander, 

continually giving back to the commu-
nity and the State that put the music 
in his soul. While he is a recording art-
ist, it is my distinct pleasure to record 
his accomplishments and convey my 
gratitude for his contributions here in 
the permanent RECORD of the people’s 
House. 

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

f 

OUR GREATEST EXISTENTIAL 
THREAT RIGHT NOW IS THE 
BORDER PROBLEM 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 

the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 9, 2023, the Chair recognizes the 
gentleman from California (Mr. 
LAMALFA) for 30 minutes. 

Mr. LAMALFA. Madam Speaker, in-
deed, I spoke a little earlier about how 
we seem to have hopped from self-made 
crisis to self-made crisis in this Cham-
ber, in this Capitol, in this town, 
whether it is by legislative action, ex-
ecutive action, or bureaucratic action, 
but what the American people are suf-
fering from most is government caused. 

It really isn’t a condition of weather 
or nature or even so much our adver-
saries around the world—and those are 
all factors and they all can be factors— 
but they pale compared to crises that 
are, indeed, caused by the actions of 
the government in Washington, D.C., in 
my home State, and so many of them 
right there in Sacramento. 

We are talking energy. We are talk-
ing fiscal. We are talking a business 
climate that is hampered by unreason-
able regulations. We are talking about 
things as simple as women and girls’ 
sports. Why should that be com-
plicated? Yet it is. 

And the one that is probably the 
most difficult and the greatest existen-
tial threat right now to our country 
immediately is the border problem. 
This porous border has been made that 
way pretty much since day two of the 
Biden administration. It certainly 
wasn’t perfect before that, but my 
hat’s off to President Trump in his 
term for trying as much as he can to do 
something about it, by building the 
wall, continuing to build the wall, re-
pair old sections of the wall. He met re-
sistance just about every step of the 
way. 

Indeed that infrastructure makes it 
so much easier and simpler for our bor-
der personnel to be able to track who is 
coming across the border and basically 
funnel them to the areas where border 
entry can be properly processed with a 
plan in place, with rules in place, with 
laws in place that would make that ex-
pedient and actually beneficial to our 
country, and also less harmful to those 
that would wish to come here, to immi-
grate here, to seek jobs, to seek citi-
zenship, what have you. 

In an orderly society, we need to 
have control of the border and invite 
people to come be part of what this 
country has to offer. That is what im-
migration used to be many decades 
ago. It slipped away from us. 

We hear all day long, oh, the immi-
gration system is broken. Well, it is 
broken because it is not being enforced. 
Now, we could add to the laws that we 
have in the books there and refine 
them, such as the interpretation of 
asylum which is wide open these days. 
Asylum used to be more reserved for 
people that were being subject to abuse 
by a regime in the country they lived 
in. They would be subject to much per-
secution, religious persecution, polit-
ical persecution, what have you. 

We understand that. We saw that in 
World War II and pre-World War II in 
Europe with what happened to the 
Jews there. The United States didn’t 
act quickly enough in that situation, 
but at least we understand what asy-
lum should look like. What we have 
now is basically people presenting 
themselves at the border, if they are 
not just sneaking right past, and say-
ing a few magic words to the personnel 
and then they are taken into custody 
temporarily, given a number and 
maybe even a fictitious name, and al-
lowed to move on through. 

I have been to that border. I have 
witnessed what that looks like. Indeed, 
we have buses going back and forth pa-
trolling the border not to keep the bor-
der closed or enforced, but picking peo-
ple up so they can sooner get them to 
processing centers. We are paying for 
that. It is like a giant welcome wagon 
that has been turned into such by this 
Biden administration. 

Now President Trump, as I said, tried 
really hard to get a handle on this, and 
improvements were made with several 
hundred miles of new, strong border 
fence and repaired old fence. Also, the 
border personnel felt like we appre-
ciated them. We appreciated their jobs. 
We appreciated the effort they are 
making. 

Nowadays, I think they are just com-
pletely overwhelmed, and I can’t imag-
ine the morale is very good when they 
are basically told that they are to be 
part of running the welcome wagon and 
just letting people in. We hear anec-
dotes about them welding the gates 
open where they are, actually in Texas. 
Are you kidding me? 

The State of Texas through their own 
National Guard has been making ef-
forts to control parts of their border 
there, putting up wire and other meas-
ures that will help control some dis-
tance on their border. 
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You have the Biden administration 
threatening them and bringing law-
suits against them, and who knows, 
maybe even a confrontation with Fed-
eral troops versus Texas National 
Guard at some point in order for the 
Federal Government to be tearing 
down the barrier in order to preserve 
our border and have some semblance of 
order instead of the chaos that has 
been introduced and exacerbated by the 
Biden administration. 

How does this make a lick of sense to 
anybody, to tear down the barrier that, 
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indeed, the Federal Government should 
have built up to begin with? 

Now, let’s talk about the barrier 
itself a little bit. We are not a country 
that is going to completely close it off. 
We welcome legal immigration. I 
shouldn’t have to say that. It has al-
ways been who we are. Legal immigra-
tion, one that goes through process, 
one that our own people, our own gov-
ernment decides how many people we 
want to have enter under the different 
programs, under the different cat-
egories, how many should we have this 
year apply for citizenship. 

That number is way up from what it 
was five, six decades ago where I be-
lieve the stats are somewhere around 
800,000 or 900,000 new legal immigrants, 
new citizens per year as I think I have 
it, whereas the number might have 
been around 200,000 back 50 or 60 years 
ago. It is a dramatic increase of us wel-
coming legal citizens over that time. 

Others that would apply for work 
permits, education visas, travel visas, 
different categories. All we ask is that 
you follow a set of rules. Go through a 
process. That is not unreasonable. 

I always liken it to when you leave 
your home, most likely you probably 
lock your doors on your house. Maybe 
you even set an alarm. Maybe you have 
a fence around your house, your prop-
erty. Is it because you hate your neigh-
bors, because you hate somebody else 
that might come by? No, it is because 
it is your security, it is your responsi-
bility. 

There are people who are going to be 
led into temptation. Look how many 
packages get stolen off front porches 
because the deliverer just leaves it 
there. I guess that is the agreement. 
That is rampant these days. What if 
that door was unlocked? The same peo-
ple who are bold enough to steal pack-
ages off your front porch wouldn’t have 
any hesitation to go inside and clean 
you out at well. 

Look what they are doing to retail 
stores while clerks and employees help-
lessly watch them cart off phones and 
watches and whatever other merchan-
dise they can get while their corporate 
edict is don’t dare talk to them, don’t 
follow them with a camera, don’t get 
their license plate. Heaven knows you 
wouldn’t want to try to detain them in 
any way, as we see more and more of 
the corporate world become spineless 
in controlling the chaos. 

We see this affecting mostly our very 
large cities, which politically tend to 
be the blue cities, Democrat-controlled 
mayors and city councils, supervisors, 
like that. They have chaos like hasn’t 
ever been seen in this country when 
you talk about crisis. Part of this is 
soft on crime, part of it is soft on bor-
der, soft on what they call immigra-
tion. This isn’t immigration, it is an 
invasion. 

Immigration would imply that there 
is a legal process to it. Again, we still 
welcome legal immigration to this 
country. We always have. That is the 
part that gets caught up in the blatant 

misinformation placed out there, be-
cause Republicans want to have order. 
They want to have something that will 
preserve the sovereignty of this coun-
try and preserve all the infrastructure 
within it. 

I mean, when you look at the cities 
here, take New York City, where they 
are filling up community centers and 
school rooms and gyms and national 
parks with—they use the term ‘‘mi-
grants.’’ A migrant is a euphemism. 
This is an illegal immigrant invasion. 
They are getting angry because people 
are bussing them in from Texas, Flor-
ida, and wherever else. The border 
States are overloaded. California, 
which I represent a part of, is one of 
those border States along with Ari-
zona, New Mexico, and Texas. Truly, 
though, it ends up pretty much all of 
our States in effect are border States 
because you have the Biden adminis-
tration flying these folks around the 
country and placing them wherever 
they see fit. 

It is interesting to see. They squawk 
about maybe the Governor of Texas 
and Florida and some others bussing 
them to their city where they proclaim 
they are a sanctuary city, we welcome 
you, we want you to come in, as the 
Governor of New York and the mayor 
of New York City have claimed in the 
past, and then are backtracking on 
now because the numbers have finally 
caught up to them even though they 
have been warned and warned and 
warned by those of us who can see what 
that is going to look like. 

Why do we put in place people who 
allow a system like this to happen, to 
foster a system that is so, indeed, bro-
ken as it is? We have the laws. We have 
the rules, and we even passed in this 
House a good piece of legislation, H.R. 
2, to refine those rules. 

You hear people saying: Oh, you Re-
publicans are full of hooey on that be-
cause you say, on the one hand, enforce 
the laws you have, but on the other, 
why do you want this new law to come 
in? Well, because they are not doing 
the job. Asylum needs to be refined, it 
looks like. 

Now, if you had a different adminis-
tration that was on the side of the 
American people and on the side of en-
forcing the law, you could probably in-
terpret asylum as it was originally in-
tended, for those who indeed are facing 
a crisis due to an oppressive govern-
ment. 

However, no, it has been interpreted 
to be just pretty much wide open. Our 
border is a sieve. When I visited the 
border, you see people coming through 
a coyote process or paying people big 
money, otherwise their lives might be 
harmed by the coyote system they 
have down there, the cartels. 

I saw pretty nice people coming 
across. There were families and such 
like that. These aren’t bad people at 
heart. They are breaking the law, but 
when you leave a great big green light 
there saying come on in, I guess I can’t 
blame them, but the people you are 

talking about aren’t necessarily per-
secuted by a government in such fash-
ion but, more, they are seeking eco-
nomic opportunity. Nine out of ten or 
more are seeking economic oppor-
tunity, seeking a job, seeking the 
promise. 

You hear the Democrats, you hear 
people in the media saying: All they 
want is to come and seek a better life. 
Well, sure, but the life of this country, 
the lives of the citizens who are al-
ready here, those who came here le-
gally, came here properly, and those 
who have been here, born here as citi-
zens, they are paying the freight on all 
this because you are bringing folks in 
who haven’t been brought up in the 
American way, haven’t been educated 
in our ways, probably don’t speak the 
language in many, many cases, may 
not even have a skill to bring so that 
they can self-sustain themselves and 
their family. 

It will be maybe low-skilled labor 
that probably won’t pay their own way. 
That is chaotic, and that is not how 
our immigration system used to work. 
One hundred years ago, however many 
decades ago, you had to offer some-
thing that is going to strengthen our 
country to be an immigrant here. 

Now, again, we will hear, oh, that is 
so closed minded, it is so oppressive 
and so hateful because that is the only 
play they have. They keep going to the 
well on that, call it xenophobia or rac-
ism or whatever. No, the greatness of 
this country is in its process, in its 
Constitution, in its stability and peo-
ple who respect that and uphold that, 
uphold the Constitution, uphold the 
laws. 

The lawlessness we are seeing at the 
border, as untold numbers are coming 
across daily, I am glad to see this idea 
that was coming from the Senate on an 
immigration bill has pretty much lost 
any momentum because, at a min-
imum, according to the pieces I am 
reading on it, 5,000 people would be al-
lowed across the border per day before 
they take any action on it. 

Now, let’s say you are a retailer, all 
right? You are seeing all the break-ins 
and the rip-offs and the looting going 
on. What if you had a rule in your city 
that said we have to let five thieves in 
per day to your retail center and they 
can fill up their bags as much as they 
want, but on the sixth one we will go 
ahead and start enforcing on it. We will 
call the police, detain, whatever. 

What kind of crazy idea is that, as 
well as so many other holes that are in 
this package? 

The first place we start: enforce the 
border, finish building the fence so that 
our border personnel are not so over-
whelmed and put them back to their 
real jobs of not just processing people 
as fast as they can and turning them 
loose in our country, which maybe 
they will show up for an asylum hear-
ing in 8 or 10 years and become so en-
trenched in the country illegally that 
you can’t find them or you can’t deport 
them if you wanted to. That is part of 
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it. That is part of the chaos that is 
being fostered. 

Where I represent in California, 
which indeed is a border State, I rep-
resent the north end of it, which is 
about 600 miles from the border itself, 
but we see the secondary effects of ille-
gal immigration, it keeps growing. 
When I say ‘‘grow,’’ it is literal because 
what we have in part of my district and 
some of the southern California dis-
tricts as well is a proliferation of ille-
gal marijuana grows, many, many 
acres of them. 

There are hundreds of greenhouses 
that our rural counties are just over-
whelmed trying to deal with. There has 
been a passive response by the Depart-
ment of Justice, the Drug Enforcement 
Administration, and the Biden admin-
istration, and our own California ad-
ministration led by Governor Newsom 
with soft-on-crime policies. 

This changes the landscape of a rural 
community, having all these marijuana 
grows and the cartels and all the filth 
that comes with that—the environ-
mental damage, the people who are 
abused. Sometimes even slave labor is 
involved with people captive out there 
because nobody knows who they are, 
where they are, let alone having a per-
mit to build these facilities or take the 
water from somewhere else in order to 
have the marijuana grow. 

Today’s marijuana, which is a much 
more powerful product, brings with it 
the whole litany of gang activity as 
this product is moved up and down, in 
my area, say, Interstate 5, but all over 
the West, all over the country even. 

Illegal immigration has a lot of side 
effects. The marijuana proliferation, as 
I mentioned, of course the fentanyl is 
coming across the border and infecting 
and destroying so many lives. It goes 
on and on and on because this adminis-
tration and our own Governor in Cali-
fornia, that administration, continue 
to foster this lawlessness, soft-on- 
crime, soft-on-border policy that is 
doing us so much damage and is prob-
ably the biggest problem we face along 
with our massive deficit and the 
crunch that is coming from that. 

I yield to the gentleman from Wis-
consin (Mr. GROTHMAN) to talk more 
about that. I greatly respect him and 
the work he has done on this area on 
the border. He has been very diligent 
on putting this out in front of the peo-
ple and pointing out what a crisis this 
is to our country and its existence. 

Mr. GROTHMAN. Madam Speaker, I 
thank the gentleman from California. 
A week ago, I stood at this microphone 
and talked about five stories that I 
think the mainstream press has left 
uncovered or undercovered. I always 
felt that under our Constitution, we 
have three branches of government. 
Now we are in a lot of trouble. When I 
think of the three branches of govern-
ment, I think which one would dis-
appoint our forefathers the most. I 
think it would be the judiciary, which 
doesn’t have an adequate respect for 
the U.S. Constitution. 

Our Constitution also presupposed an 
active press corps doing a good job of 
informing the public of the issues of 
the day. I don’t think these issues have 
been adequately covered. One more 
time, I would just like to touch upon 
what I believe are five key issues that 
have been in the news but undercov-
ered by the press. 

The first one is what is going on at 
our border. In December, we hit a new 
all-time high of the number of people 
crossing the border and staying in this 
country. That was 370,000. Sometimes 
the press and for whatever reason some 
of my colleagues talk about the num-
ber of contacts with Border Patrol. 
They do not talk about the number of 
people let in the country. The 370,000 is 
easily the highest amount we have had 
in a month. By point of reference under 
the prior administration, the number 
let in per month in the final year 
would vary from 5,000 to 20,000 people a 
month. 
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We are now increasing by a factor of 
about 18 to 1, and it creates the biggest 
threat to the future of our Republic 
that is out there. 

In addition to the 370,000 people 
crossing the border, all of which will be 
schooled here, all of which, as promised 
in his election bid, will receive free 
medical care. By the way, I should 
point out that many Americans don’t 
get free medical care. They are either 
uninsured or have $20,000 deductibles. 

No, our President has promised the 
new immigrants here free, unlimited 
healthcare. With those people come, 
depending on the month, 8,000 to 10,000 
unaccompanied minors. 

We do not allow 7- or 8-year-olds to 
wander around the country if they are 
born here. We are now getting, depend-
ing on the month, 800 to 1,000 unaccom-
panied minors, obviously a recipe for 
human trafficking, obviously a recipe 
for being mistreated, being allowed to 
work in factories all hours. 

The administration has not done 
anywhere near an adequate job of keep-
ing track of these folks and where they 
are. 

They have intentionally said they 
are not going to be giving out DNA 
tests so that if somebody wants to be a 
sponsor and claims to be an uncle for 
little Missy, we have no idea whether 
that is true or not. 

Depending upon who is doing the 
counting, we have lost somewhere be-
tween 30,000 and 80,000 of these unac-
companied minors somewhere in the 
country. 

For a press corps that in the past had 
concerns about families being broken 
up, that only happened for a couple of 
weeks at a time and only when it was 
absolutely necessary. Here we have 
tens of thousands of young children 
without either parent, possibly never 
seeing them again. 

It is a story that ought to be talked 
about, and there ought to be graphs on 
the front page of every newspaper in 

the country that we are now letting in 
370,000 people. 

It should also be more accurately 
covered the number of people who are 
dying of preventable overdoses in nar-
cotics. We are over 100,000 a year. 

I am old enough to remember the 
Vietnam war, where there was great 
concern as we lost 57,000 American 
servicemen over 12 years. Madam 
Speaker, 57,000 American servicemen 
over 12 years—over 100,000 people killed 
every year by illegal drugs crossing our 
southern border. 

I think the mainstream media ought 
to do more to point this out. If people 
die in a murder, if people die in a car 
accident, it always makes the local 
pages. 

This is far more than the number of 
murders plus car accidents every year, 
and we ought to do a better job of edu-
cating the public about the number of 
people dying in any individual county. 
That is an underreported story and will 
result in the end of America. 

We do report that there is currently 
a war going on between Hamas and 
Israel, and it has been reported that 
that war was started 100 percent by 
Hamas, which stormed across the bor-
der, raping women, cutting the heads 
off of little children, killing over a 
thousand people. 

I think some members of the Amer-
ican public believe the reason this war 
began is that, in some fashion, Pal-
estinians were being mistreated by 
being adjacent to Israel. This is not 
true at all, and it has been under-
reported what a potentially good situa-
tion one had prior to this war if one 
lived in Gaza. 

During the initial horrific invasion, 
some people may have noticed that 
some of the people killed were from 
Thailand. Other people may have no-
ticed that some of the people who were 
held hostage were from Thailand. I 
don’t think the mainstream media has 
done a good job of explaining why that 
was. It is because if you lived in Gaza 
or near Gaza, there were all sorts of 
good jobs that were made available by 
being at or near Israel. 

It recently appeared in the paper 
that up to 25,000 people from Ecuador 
wanted to move to Israel to take these 
jobs. These jobs are better jobs than al-
most anywhere else in the Arab world. 
Indeed, why would people from Ecuador 
or people from Thailand come from 
halfway around the world to live in 
Israel? Because it is a wonderful place 
to live; people are well paid; and even 
though you are leaving your family be-
hind, it is a highly desirable life. 

I think if one considers the number 
of people from other parts around the 
world who are coming to Israel to 
work, one would realize that the case 
that Hamas has made to society as a 
whole, that they were a put-upon mi-
nority, disappears. It shows 100 percent 
of the sympathy in the current conflict 
or the beginning of the conflict should 
stand with Israel. 

Israel right now is looking to put 
forth agreements with other countries 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 05:10 Feb 08, 2024 Jkt 049060 PO 00000 Frm 00026 Fmt 4634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K07FE7.051 H07FEPT1dm
w

ils
on

 o
n 

D
S

K
JM

0X
7X

2P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 H
O

U
S

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H533 February 7, 2024 
of people who want to come and take 
jobs, many of which used to be taken 
by Palestinians. People from the Phil-
ippines and people from Vietnam are 
also going to be coming to Israel be-
cause of the huge economic progress 
that is made by the Jews in Israel as 
they have taken a land that was con-
sidered almost entirely a wasteland 60 
years ago and turned it into one of the 
most modern countries in the world. 

I will also point out that Israel is a 
very tolerant country. In Gaza itself, 
run by the Palestinians, they would 
not have any Jewish temples. In Israel 
proper, there are over 400 Muslim 
mosques, which operate and are al-
lowed to operate by the Israeli Govern-
ment. 

I think if we are going to educate the 
American public about what is going 
on in this Hamas-Israel war, we have to 
let the American public know how 
many people wish they could come to 
Israel to work. 

The next issue—and I talk to people 
about this all the time when I go back 
home, and we will talk about it again— 
is the attitude of the new head of the 
Joint Chiefs, General Brown, toward 
his diversity initiative. 

Now, traditionally, America has got-
ten where it is by being a meritocracy, 
and people advance whether they are 
good or bad. Of all the parts of society, 
the part of society that had better 
never cease to be number one is our 
American military. 

Nevertheless, the head of the Joint 
Chiefs has publicly said he wants to re-
duce the number of White male officers 
from something in the 60 percents 
down to, I believe, 42 percent, 44 or 42 
percent. 

Again, this is a fundamental change 
in the way the military has naturally 
done things. They want to operate like 
a little second-rate community college 
in which they are more concerned 
about race or where people’s great- 
great-grandparents were born than 
about making sure we have the right 
person for the job. 

I think this is something that should 
be discussed more, even though Gen-
eral Brown has been confirmed, and 
finding out what exactly is being done 
in achieving this goal. 

On a subcommittee that I am fortu-
nate enough to chair, we had a hearing 
on this topic. We found out that there 
is a perception, which probably is true, 
that people who are White are treated 
poorly. As a result, we are not meeting 
our recruiting goals because White peo-
ple are realizing, perhaps accurately, 
that they are going to have a hard time 
in the military. 

When it comes time to be promoted, 
they are going to be viewed hostilely. I 
think that is something we must look 
at more. 

The next thing to talk about is that 
we have tax credits that are benefiting 
the wealthiest developers in our soci-
ety. We are expanding the use of those 
credits under the tax bill that I voted 
for because of other good provisions 

and the tax law passed a couple of 
weeks ago. 

I personally think the low-income 
section 42 tax credits are the worst in 
the tax code. They give money to well- 
heeled developers. They are allowed to 
have 70 percent of their building paid 
for by the government, a lavish subsidy 
in which the already wealthy members 
of society become wealthier still. 

Finally, I would mention the prayer 
breakfast we had a week ago, which is 
something else that has been under-
stated. We will talk about that next 
week. 

Mr. LAMALFA. Madam Speaker, I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Messages in writing from the Presi-
dent of the United States were commu-
nicated to the House by Ms. Deirdre 
Kelly, one of his secretaries. 

f 

CONTINUATION OF THE NATIONAL 
EMERGENCY WITH RESPECT TO 
THE WIDESPREAD HUMANI-
TARIAN CRISIS IN AFGHANISTAN 
AND THE POTENTIAL FOR A 
DEEPENING ECONOMIC COL-
LAPSE IN AFGHANISTAN—MES-
SAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT OF 
THE UNITED STATES (H. DOC. 
NO. 118–105) 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following message 
from the President of the United 
States; which was read and, together 
with the accompanying papers, referred 
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs 
and ordered to be printed: 

To the Congress of the United States: 
Section 202(d) of the National Emer-

gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides 
for the automatic termination of a na-
tional emergency unless, within 90 
days prior to the anniversary date of 
its declaration, the President publishes 
in the Federal Register and transmits to 
the Congress a notice stating that the 
emergency is to continue in effect be-
yond the anniversary date. In accord-
ance with this provision, I have sent to 
the Federal Register for publication the 
enclosed notice stating that the na-
tional emergency with respect to the 
widespread humanitarian crisis in Af-
ghanistan and the potential for a deep-
ening economic collapse in Afghani-
stan declared in Executive Order 14064 
of February 11, 2022, is to continue in 
effect beyond February 11, 2024. 

The widespread humanitarian crisis 
in Afghanistan—including the urgent 
needs of the people of Afghanistan for 
food security, livelihoods support, 
water, sanitation, health, hygiene, and 
shelter and settlement assistance, 
among other basic human needs—and 
the potential for a deepening economic 
collapse in Afghanistan continue to 
pose an unusual and extraordinary 
threat to the national security and for-
eign policy of the United States. In ad-
dition, the preservation of certain 

property of Da Afghanistan Bank 
(DAB) held in the United States by 
United States financial institutions is 
of the utmost importance to addressing 
this national emergency and the wel-
fare of the people of Afghanistan. Var-
ious parties, including representatives 
of victims of terrorism, have asserted 
legal claims against certain property 
of DAB or indicated in public court fil-
ings an intent to make such claims. 
This property is blocked under Execu-
tive Order 14064. 

Therefore, I have determined that it 
is necessary to continue the national 
emergency declared in Executive Order 
14064 with respect to the widespread 
humanitarian crisis in Afghanistan and 
the potential for a deepening economic 
collapse in Afghanistan. 

JOSEPH R. BIDEN, Jr.
THE WHITE HOUSE, February 7, 2024. 

f 

CONTINUATION OF THE NATIONAL 
EMERGENCY WITH RESPECT TO 
THE SITUATION IN AND IN RE-
LATION TO BURMA—MESSAGE 
FROM THE PRESIDENT OF THE 
UNITED STATES (H. DOC. NO. 118– 
106) 
The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-

fore the House the following message 
from the President of the United 
States; which was read and, together 
with the accompanying papers, referred 
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs 
and ordered to be printed: 

To the Congress of the United States: 
Section 202(d) of the National Emer-

gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides 
for the automatic termination of a na-
tional emergency unless, within 90 
days prior to the anniversary date of 
its declaration, the President publishes 
in the Federal Register and transmits to 
the Congress a notice stating that the 
emergency is to continue in effect be-
yond the anniversary date. In accord-
ance with this provision, I have sent to 
the Federal Register for publication the 
enclosed notice stating that the na-
tional emergency with respect to the 
situation in and in relation to Burma 
declared in Executive Order 14014 of 
February 10, 2021, is to continue in ef-
fect beyond February 10, 2024. 

The situation in and in relation to 
Burma, and in particular the February 
1, 2021 coup, in which the military 
overthrew the democratically elected 
civilian government of Burma and un-
justly arrested and detained govern-
ment leaders, politicians, human rights 
defenders, journalists, and religious 
leaders, thereby rejecting the will of 
the people of Burma as expressed in 
elections held in November 2020 and un-
dermining the country’s democratic 
transition and rule of law, continues to 
pose an unusual and extraordinary 
threat to the national security and for-
eign policy of the United States. There-
fore, I have determined that it is nec-
essary to continue the national emer-
gency declared in Executive Order 14014 
with respect to Burma. 

JOSEPH R. BIDEN, Jr.
THE WHITE HOUSE, February 7, 2024. 
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