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simple things like re-implement the
Migrant Protection Protocols or the
remain in Mexico policy. This is the
strongest signal to the cartels that
says: You can’t overrun our borders be-
cause through this asylum process, you
will get put in the system, you will get
a spot and you will get your case
heard, but you are not allowed to be re-
leased.

It is the most simple and basic pol-
icy. If President Biden wanted to truly
effect positive change at the border,
then he would just re-implement things
like the catch and release program.
There are simple fixes to that, and I
have highlighted it over and over
again. I will continue to do that and to
call this out. Hopefully, we can.

Even going forward, it is a tumul-
tuous time in the House of Representa-
tives and in the Senate right now
about figuring out where to land on
some of these negotiations. We cannot
give up just because things seem dif-
ficult or overwhelming. We have got to
be willing to find a way to massively
improve our situation at the southern
border.

Again, back to the legislation that
we covered today and that we recently
passed. This is another step to improve
our healthcare system and ensure all
patients get access to the best treat-
ments and care that they need.

Chairwoman CATHY MCMORRIS ROD-
GERS’ Protecting Health Care for All
Patients Act will help ensure the value
of lifesaving cures and treatments for
people with disabilities is not dis-
counted.

The bill will provide all Federal
healthcare programs, including the VA
and Federal Employees Health Benefits
Program, as well as federally funded
State healthcare programs like Med-
icaid, from using prices that are based
on quality-adjusted life years or simi-
lar measures. Quality-adjusted life
years are intended to measure the
value of medical interventions relative
to someone’s condition and how it will
impact the patient’s longevity.

Nonetheless, this can devalue certain
patients’ lives and lead to picking win-
ners and losers, ultimately taking the
decision out of the hands of patients
and their healthcare provider. A ban on
quality-adjusted life years currently
only applies in Medicare, so by extend-
ing this prohibition to all Federal pay-
ers, we show people with disabilities
and chronic illnesses that we value and
cherish their lives and their ability to
get the care they need.

This is particularly important in
Medicaid and the VA. Medicaid serves
a large population of people with dis-
abilities, and the VA, as we Kknow,
cares for injured veterans and those
with service-related disabilities like
the brave men and women who serve at
Hill Air Force Base in Utah’s First
Congressional District.

This policy also protects the ability
of payers to use utilization manage-
ment tools and other measures to de-
termine cost effectiveness to keep our
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healthcare costs down, so long as those
measures are not discriminatory.

The Protecting Health Care for All
Patients Act is widely supported by
leading advocacy organizations that
support vulnerable patients with
chronic diseases or people with disabil-
ities ranging from The ALS Associa-
tion, to Autism Speaks, to the Na-
tional Down Syndrome Society among
many, many others.

Madam Speaker, 1 thank Chair-
woman RODGERS for her passion for
these issues. I urge the Senate to take
this up and to seriously consider it, not
to look on party lines, and pass this
legislation. There is merit to this, and
it will go and serve vulnerable popu-
lations.

Again, Madam Speaker, I thank my
colleagues for being willing to come
and share their message. I appreciate
their willingness to always come and
do this and be a part of our Special
Order.

I will end with just saying there are
simple fixes to a lot of this, and we
cannot continue to make it so difficult.

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

———————

BLACK HISTORY MONTH
OVERVIEW

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 9, 2023, the gentlewoman from
Michigan (Ms. SLOTKIN) is recognized
for 60 minutes as the designee of the
minority leader.

GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. SLOTKIN. Madam Speaker, I ask
for unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers have 5 legislative days to revise
and extend their remarks and include
extraneous material on the subject of
my Special Order.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Michigan?

There was no objection.

Ms. SLOTKIN. Madam Speaker, each
year in February, we have the oppor-
tunity to study the past and use it as
a learning tool to move closer to a fu-
ture of social equity for all. As we are
now in the midst of Black History
Month, it is both fitting and necessary
that we look inward to our own com-
munities and the legacy of the pioneers
who paved the way.

From the foundations of our great
State to the present time, Michigan’s
Seventh District, which I am proud to
represent, has been home to many pio-
neering Black men, women, and organi-
zations who have made significant con-
tributions to every aspect of life in our
State.
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The great State of Michigan stood
tall as an anti-slavery State in the
Civil War and played an important role
in aiding Freedom Seekers on their
path via the Underground Railroad.

Today, Michigan is a hub of arts, cul-
ture, athletics, and innovation, thanks
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to the contributions of our diverse citi-
zenry who call it home.

It is my profound honor, for the
fourth time annually, to highlight sto-
ries of Black Michiganders, past and
present, from the Seventh District and
to read their stories into the archives
of this great Chamber.

HONORING THE CANADY FAMILY

Ms. SLOTKIN. Madam Speaker,
today I pay tribute to a legendary Lan-
sing family that has broken barriers
across generations and continues to
make history to this very day.

The story begins in 1927 when the
family matriarch, Ms. Hortense Can-
ady, was born in Chicago. While she
didn’t grow up in Michigan, she came
to Michigan State University to pursue
her graduate studies after attending
Fisk University, where she met her
husband, Clinton.

In the Lansing area, Hortense and
Clinton, a World War II veteran and
member of the famed Tuskegee Air-
men, settled, put down roots, and left
an indelible mark on our community.

Clinton became a well-known and
well-loved dentist, while Hortense put
her passion for education and civil
rights into action, becoming the first
African American elected to the Lan-
sing School Board of Education in 1968.
Four years later, she and several other
board members were recalled for advo-
cating for desegregation, but Hortense
did not let that deter her from working
toward her core belief that everyone
deserves access to quality education.

She sat on the State’s Women’s Com-
mission, served as the first executive
director of the Lansing Community
College Foundation, and helped fund a
debutante club in Lansing to fill a void
for young Black women, who at the
time were not permitted to share in
this tradition.

Hortense founded the Lansing alum-
nae chapter of her sorority, Delta
Sigma Theta, and served as its na-
tional president from 1983 to 1988. She
was inducted into the Michigan Wom-
en’s Hall of Fame in 2002 and was
named one of Ebony magazine’s Most
Influential People. Hortense Canady
died in 2010 at the age of 83.

Not only was Hortense Canady im-
pressive in her own right, but her chil-
dren have continued to blaze their own
trails.

Her daughter, Alexa Canady, is the
first African-American woman in the
Nation to be a neurosurgeon and served
as the chief of neurosurgery at the
Children’s Hospital of Michigan from
1987 until her retirement in 2001. She
devoted her brilliant mind and numer-
ous talents to healing and welfare for
thousands of young patients over the
course of her career. Like her mother,
she was inducted into the Michigan
Women’s Hall of Fame. She was also
named a Michigander of the Year by
the Detroit News in 2002.

All three of Hortense Canady’s sons
became attorneys, including the Hon-
orable Judge Clinton Canady III. Be-
fore ascending to the bench, Canady
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practiced law for 37 years. He was a
founder of the Lansing Black Lawyers’
Association, director of the Ingham
County Bar Association, a commis-
sioner for the Lansing Board of Water
and Light, a member of the NAACP,
and served on the board of the Lansing
Symphony Association, Central Michi-
gan Legal Aid, and so many other orga-
nizations.

Elected to the Ingham County Cir-
cuit Court in 2010, Judge Canady served
through his retirement in 2022 but re-
turned on assignment to help address
the backlog of cases during the COVID
pandemic.

He and his wife, Rita, have two chil-
dren who are continuing the Canady
tradition of service, one as an adminis-
trative law judge in California and the
other at the United States Department
of State.

The Canady family is part of the very
fabric of the Lansing community, a
fabric stitched with their incredible
work ethic and commitment to break-
ing new ground and to clearing a path
for others to follow.

Madam Speaker, I ask that their ac-
complishments be forever enshrined in
the permanent RECORD of the United
States House of Representatives.

HONORING ELSIE MCPHERSON-BROWN

Ms. SLOTKIN. Madam Speaker,
today I honor the groundbreaking serv-
ice of a Livingston County woman who
never even planned to live in the area,
much less to make history there. For-
tunately, life had its own plans for
Elsie McPherson-Brown, and the com-
munity is so much better for it.

Livingston County sits at the cross-
roads of several major highways, and
when Elsie McPherson-Brown was driv-
ing one of them to go visit family and
friends, she took a wrong turn and
ended up in the northern community of
Hartland, Michigan.

Elsie liked what she saw on that un-
expected outing. After further inves-
tigation, including meeting with the
superintendent and school principals,
she convinced her husband to relocate
to Hartland from Detroit with their
two elementary school-aged boys.

It is worth noting that Livingston
County was and is to this day an over-
whelmingly White community, but
Elsie and her family were undeterred.
From the beginning of their time in
Hartland, Elsie dove into community
service, volunteering in her kids’ class-
rooms, chairing teacher appreciation
day events, and serving on the PTO.

In 2003, Elsie took her service to a
new and historic level when she suc-
cessfully ran for the Board of Edu-
cation of Hartland Consolidated
Schools, becoming the first African-
American woman and only the second
African American in modern history to
be elected to public office in Living-
ston County.

Her story is not without challenges,
particularly when it comes to race re-
lations. She often shares how a grocery
store manager insisted her personal
check was fraudulent because he re-
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fused to believe that a Black woman
was living in Livingston County at the
address that was stated. There were
local police officers who questioned her
youngest son and refused to believe he
was heading home for the same reason.

Elsie chose to rise above and set her
focus and her intention on the things
that she loved about the community
and the commonalities she shared with
her friends and neighbors.

Supported by the voters, Elsie served
10 years on the school board and ful-
filled her goal of having a voice and
shaping the education of the next gen-
eration.

She was known for her calm de-
meanor, her colorful outfits, and the
many hats she wore about town, per-
haps representative of the different
hats she wore in life: wife, mother, ad-
vocate, trailblazer.

While she has stepped down from
public office, today she continues her
life of quiet service to the community
in her work in the Livingston County
Sheriff’s Office.

Elsie McPherson-Brown may have
stumbled upon Hartland accidentally,
but it is no accident that she changed
the course of Hartland’s history.

Madam Speaker, her story deserves
to be told, uplifted, and forever pre-
served here in the permanent RECORD
of the people’s House.

HONORING DR. SAMUEL EDWARD HOLLOWAY

Ms. SLOTKIN. Madam Speaker,
today I honor a man who was a trail-
blazer in athletics and education and
used his talents to break barriers and
change the lives of generations of
young people.

Dr. Samuel Edward Holloway lived to
serve others: his Nation, his commu-
nity, and his family. It is fitting that
as we mark Black History Month, we
shine a light on his place in the history
of Michigan’s Seventh District and the
many doors he opened for others to
pass through.

Before he was Dr. Holloway, he was
simply Sam. He was a young man who
came to Michigan with his father and
left the Deep South as part of the
Great Migration north.

After spending his childhood in var-
ious parts of the Midwest, Sam and his
family settled in Michigan in the 1940s,
where he would eventually join the
Ann Arbor High School class of 1951.

Sam’s athletic abilities were evident
from a very young age. He was crowned
State champion in his wrestling class
during his high school years. Also clear
was his desire to use his life for the
greater good as he enlisted in the
United States Army upon graduation
and was honorably discharged in 1953.

It was then that Sam began embark-
ing on what would become his lifelong
calling: public education. He received
his bachelor’s and master’s degrees
from Eastern Michigan TUniversity,
during which time he also began his
teaching career.

So it was, at the height of the civil
rights movement in 1963, when Samuel
Edward Holloway became the first
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Black faculty member in the history of
South Lyon Public Schools. During his
tenure there, he was credited with be-
coming the first Black person to serve
as head wrestling coach for any high
school team in the State of Michigan.

Eventually, Sam earned his Ph.D. in
education and went on to serve in nu-
merous districts, including Ypsilanti
Public Schools and Romulus Public
Schools.

In the late 1970s, he became a build-
ing administrator at Pioneer High
School in Ann Arbor, a full-circle mo-
ment for a man who had graduated
from that very district.

He held that post until his retire-
ment in 1990, a retirement that he and
his wife, Janet, enjoyed to the fullest.
Still an athlete at heart and in prac-
tice, Holloway competed each year in
the Arizona Senior Olympics and rode
his motorcycle across the United
States and Europe.

Dr. Samuel Edward Holloway passed
away in 2022, leaving behind his de-
voted wife, his four children, a large
and loving extended family, and an in-
credible legacy.

Dr. Holloway didn’t set out to be a
pioneer. He simply wanted to do the
things he loved in service to others.

Madam Speaker, I ask that the per-
manent RECORD of the people’s House
reflect his groundbreaking contribu-
tions and the gratitude of the institu-
tions forever changed by his presence.

HONORING ORRIN AND LUVINA WILSON

Ms. SLOTKIN. Madam Speaker,
today I pay tribute to two of the most
beloved residents to ever call the St.
Johns, Michigan, community home:
Orrin and Luvina Wilson.

Settling in Clinton County post-Civil
War, the Wilsons were a ‘‘power cou-
ple’’ before the term existed, but it was
never about seeking power for them-
selves. Rather, the Wilsons lived their
lives in quiet but devoted and
groundbreaking service to their Nation
and to their neighbors, and forever
changed the face of St. Johns.

Orrin was just 16 years old in 1864
when he enlisted in Michigan’s all-
Black regiment, the 102nd TUnited
States Colored Infantry, Company K,
out of Kalamazoo, Michigan. He served
until the war’s end and returned to
Michigan, where he met and married
his bride.

The two would soon settle in St.
Johns, where they lived for the next 60
years. In addition to his military serv-
ice, Orrin was a trailblazer in so many
ways.

First, he took up the trade of bar-
bering and owned his shop for nearly 50
years, serving a mostly White clientele
out of the old Steel Hotel in downtown
St. Johns.

He was also a founding member of
the local chapter of the Grand Army of
the Republic, a national union of Civil
War veterans, and served as its post
commander for a time. Not only was he
the only Black member of the St.
Johns Charles Grisson Post of the
Grand Army of the Republic, it is be-
lieved that he is the only Black man in
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the State of Michigan to hold such a
leadership position outside of the all-
Black posts in cities like Detroit.

Luvina was a trailblazer in her own
right, serving as president of the local
chapter of the Women’s Relief Corps,
an auxiliary organization of the Grand
Army of the Republic. The WRC not
only supported the mission to aid
Union veterans but also assisted
former Army nurses and promoted pa-
triotism through education. Just like
her husband, Luvina is believed to be
the only Black woman in the State to
have ever led an all-White post.

Orrin and Luvina raised their two
sons together, George and Arthur, who
continued the family barbering trade.
The family was active in St. Johns
United Methodist Church, where Orrin
served as a trustee and treasurer for
three decades. They were married for 58
years, linked by their common goal of
creating a better, more just commu-
nity and Nation.

United, they also were in death, leav-
ing this world just 1 day apart in late
December 1928. The two were buried to-
gether in the veterans section of the
Mt. Rest Cemetery, with flags flown at
half-mast and a large funeral proces-
sion going past the family home on
South Clinton Avenue.

Madam Speaker, may their life story
and memory be a blessing and an inspi-
ration to all of us, forever preserved
here in the permanent RECORD of the
people’s House.

HONORING MIKE GARLAND

Ms. SLOTKIN. Madam Speaker, I pay
tribute to a basketball coaching legend
who helped lead the Michigan State
University Spartans men’s basketball
team to 19 NCAA tournaments, 10 Big
Ten championships, 7 Final Fours, and
a national championship.

As impressive as those statistics are,
former MSU Assistant Coach Mike
Garland quite literally came back from
the dead and is now using his second
chance at life to pay this incredible
gift forward.

As much as Mike Garland loved
coaching basketball, and as many great
things as his teams accomplished on
the court, he was content with his deci-
sion to retire from MSU in June 2022.
He was looking forward to spending
more time with his wife, his kids, and
his grandkids.

Not long after, however, he went into
cardiac arrest while driving his car.
Fortunately, two Good Samaritans
were driving by at the time. They saw
Garland’s car go off the road and into a
tree. They called 911 and performed
CPR until paramedics and police ar-
rived. In total, 13 people worked on
Garland for an agonizing 18 minutes to
restart his heart.

It turned out the electrical failure in
Garland’s heart was the result of a
birth defect, one that required open
heart surgery to fix. Three months
later, Garland was back up and run-
ning, quite literally, on the treadmill.
Not long after that, he honored all of
those who helped save his life with an
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emotional public thank-you at the
MSU Breslin Center, home to many of
his greatest coaching moments.
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Today, the Breslin Center is also
home court for his new passion: a foun-
dation he launched called Champions
of the Heart.

Through this nonprofit, Garland
works to inform the Spartan commu-
nity and others on how to save lives
during episodes of cardiac arrest.

Attendees at these free trainings
learn how to perform CPR, how to rec-
ognize sudden cardiac arrest, and how
to use an automatic external
defibrillator.

Mike Garland is a man who has lived
two lives, both defined by statistics. In
the first, his focus was on wins, losses,
and free-throw percentages.

His second life, however, is summed
up in a single stark numerical reality:
Only one person in ten survives a car-
diac arrest.

For all he has done to defy the odds
and change the course of history for
himself and for others, I ask that his
story be recorded in the permanent
RECORD of the people’s House.

RECOGNIZING REVEREND LILLIAN ARCHIBALD

Ms. SLOTKIN. Madam Speaker, I rise
to honor a woman who defied not only
the odds but her own family’s wishes to
become a pioneer in the pulpit at a
landmark Black church in Livingston
County, Michigan.

Though her father was a devout Bap-
tist preacher in the early part of the
20th century, Lillian Archibald was
taught from a young age that ministry
was strictly for men. The fourth of five
children, Lillian’s father was clear in
his message to his daughters: Love the
Lord, but find another calling of work.

Skeptical but obedient, Lillian at-
tended a business college in her home-
town of Memphis and spent time as a
missionary before starting a family of
her own. Tragically, the youngest of
her four children was killed in 1977 in a
crash between a car and a train.

Despite her profound grief, Lillian
took solace in her unshakable faith and
made the decision that it was time to
answer the call that had been placed
upon her heart.

Lillian enrolled at Payne Theological
Seminary and enlisted in the ministry
at age 50. She spent some time as an
itinerant elder before being ordained as
a full minister in 1985. And, of course,
she broke the news to her father, who
she says grew very quiet before finally
giving his blessing.

She brought that blessing to Michi-
gan, first serving 6 years assisting the
pastor at a church in Jackson, Michi-
gan, before being assigned to pastor St.
James African Methodist Episcopal
Church in Brighton—the only African-
American church in predominantly
White Livingston County in 1990.

With her melodic voice and char-
ismatic style, Reverend Archibald is
credited with breathing new life and
hope into her congregation where she
stayed for 4 years.
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During her tenure, the church grew
in size and in spirit, and began reach-
ing out to the community and joining
other churches with a sense of common
purpose and passion.

Though her time in Livingston Coun-
ty was brief, her impact was profound.
She received numerous recognitions for
her commitment to community, in-
cluding her work with victims of do-
mestic violence at the Women’s Re-
source Center in Howell and her efforts
to shelter the unhoused through Habi-
tat for Humanity.

Perhaps one of her greatest gifts was
the mentorship she offered to other
women contemplating the ministry.
Reverend Archibald is still warmly re-
membered today by many of them as a
compassionate guide and a listening
ear.

Just as her courageous ministry and
her golden voice still guide the work of
St. James AME Church, I ask that her
memory be forever enshrined in the
permanent RECORD of the TUnited
States House of Representatives.

HONORING RODNEY WHITAKER AND XAVIER

DAVIS

Ms. SLOTKIN. Madam Speaker,
today I pay tribute to two members of
the Michigan State University faculty
who have contributed to the rich artis-
tic landscape of our great State and
helped shape the next generation of
musical talent, all set to a distinctive
jazz beat.

As a young recording artist in De-
troit, Rodney Whitaker likely never
imagined he would one day build and
lead one of the most distinguished jazz
degree programs and performing fac-
ulties in the world. But the legendary
bassist known for his distinctive ‘‘bear-
sized” tones, today serves as director
of jazz studies at MSU, a program he
has transformed into a world-class
training ground whose students have
gone on to perform alongside some of
the top jazz artists in the world.

It is a case of those who can do,
teach. Whitaker himself spent 7 years
as a bassist with Wynton Marsalis’
Septet and the Lincoln Center Jazz Or-
chestra, followed by a quarter-century
touring around the world, collabo-
rating and performing with legendary
jazz artists from Dizzy Gillespie to
Diana Krall.

He continues to teach master classes
at universities around the world, all
while serving as the artistic director at
the MSU Professors of Jazz, the East
Lansing Summer Solstice Jazz Fes-
tival, the Dr. Phillips Center Jazz Or-
chestra in Orlando, Florida, and the
Gathering Orchestra in Detroit to
name a few of his many involvements.

He has earned one of the highest dis-
tinctions in academia, the title of Uni-
versity Distinguished Professor of Jazz
Bass and he is proud to serve as a spe-
cial assistant to the dean’s office, di-
recting the College of Music’s diver-
sity, equity, inclusion, and belonging
efforts.

In 2006, he was nominated for the
Juno Award, Canada’s equivalent to
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the Grammy, and in 2011, he received
an Emmy nomination.

Just last year, he was named 2023 De-
troit Jazz Hero by the Jazz Journalists
Association.

But strip away all the titles, all the
awards, and Whitaker is simply a man
who understands the power of the gift
that he has been given and the neces-
sity to pass it on. In his own words, Dr.
Rodney Whitaker said: That is my
truth. I love passing on the knowledge
of the history of music, and it is life-
changing to see that lightbulb go off in
someone. It certainly changed my life.

For all the lives he has enriched,
changed, and set to music, I ask that
his contributions forever live here in
the permanent RECORD of the United
States House of Representatives.

Madam Speaker, I would also like to
shine a light on the incredible accom-
plishments of another member of the
Michigan State University jazz com-
munity: Associate professor of jazz
piano, Xavier Davis.

It was 1994 and Xavier Davis, then a
college student from Grand Rapids,
Michigan, was performing with a small
ensemble at a convention in Boston
when his tunes caught the ear of the
legendary jazz vocalist Betty Carter, a
native of Flint, Michigan. Carter
scooped him up and brought him to
New York, hiring him to work exclu-
sively as a pianist for her jazz trio.

Davis spent many years in New York,
cultivating his talent, learning from
and playing with some of the greatest
names in jazz, including: Carl Allen,
James Williams, Billy Hart, Regina
Carter, and Wynton Marsalis. He
served as musical director for the Boys
Choir of Harlem during its 1999-2000
season, he played keyboard for the tel-
evision series ‘“‘The Cosby Show,” and
has been featured on more than 50 al-
bums, including a Grammy-winning
collaboration with Christian McBride
in 2012.

We are so fortunate that after 6 years
of teaching at the famed Juilliard
School in New York, Davis brought his
talents back home and has been teach-
ing jazz piano at Michigan State Uni-
versity since 2014.

In addition to the many students who
have benefited from his instruction,
Davis has also dedicated himself to up-
lifting his own hometown of Detroit
through his music.

Supported by a grant from Michigan
State University’s Humanities and Art
Research program, Davis began com-
posing music about Detroit, which
eventually became a powerful album
titled ‘‘Rise Up Detroit.”

Through his music, Davis focused on
the role Detroit has played in the lives
of African Americans and in the world
at large, highlighting the Underground
Railroad, the Great Migration, and the
boon days of the auto industry.

Professor Davis is a gifted composer,
arranger, and producer of music, and
widely recognized as one of the most
accomplished jazz pianists in the
world. He is also a proud Michigander,
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continually giving back to the commu-
nity and the State that put the music
in his soul. While he is a recording art-
ist, it is my distinct pleasure to record
his accomplishments and convey my
gratitude for his contributions here in
the permanent RECORD of the people’s
House.

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

———

OUR GREATEST EXISTENTIAL
THREAT RIGHT NOW IS THE
BORDER PROBLEM

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 9, 2023, the Chair recognizes the
gentleman from California (Mr.
LAMALFA) for 30 minutes.

Mr. LAMALFA. Madam Speaker, in-
deed, I spoke a little earlier about how
we seem to have hopped from self-made
crisis to self-made crisis in this Cham-
ber, in this Capitol, in this town,
whether it is by legislative action, ex-
ecutive action, or bureaucratic action,
but what the American people are suf-
fering from most is government caused.

It really isn’t a condition of weather
or nature or even so much our adver-
saries around the world—and those are
all factors and they all can be factors—
but they pale compared to crises that
are, indeed, caused by the actions of
the government in Washington, D.C., in
my home State, and so many of them
right there in Sacramento.

We are talking energy. We are talk-
ing fiscal. We are talking a business
climate that is hampered by unreason-
able regulations. We are talking about
things as simple as women and girls’
sports. Why should that be com-
plicated? Yet it is.

And the one that is probably the
most difficult and the greatest existen-
tial threat right now to our country
immediately is the border problem.
This porous border has been made that
way pretty much since day two of the
Biden administration. It certainly
wasn’t perfect before that, but my
hat’s off to President Trump in his
term for trying as much as he can to do
something about it, by building the
wall, continuing to build the wall, re-
pair old sections of the wall. He met re-
sistance just about every step of the
way.

Indeed that infrastructure makes it
so much easier and simpler for our bor-
der personnel to be able to track who is
coming across the border and basically
funnel them to the areas where border
entry can be properly processed with a
plan in place, with rules in place, with
laws in place that would make that ex-
pedient and actually beneficial to our
country, and also less harmful to those
that would wish to come here, to immi-
grate here, to seek jobs, to seek citi-
zenship, what have you.

In an orderly society, we need to
have control of the border and invite
people to come be part of what this
country has to offer. That is what im-
migration used to be many decades
ago. It slipped away from us.
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We hear all day long, oh, the immi-
gration system is broken. Well, it is
broken because it is not being enforced.
Now, we could add to the laws that we
have in the books there and refine
them, such as the interpretation of
asylum which is wide open these days.
Asylum used to be more reserved for
people that were being subject to abuse
by a regime in the country they lived
in. They would be subject to much per-
secution, religious persecution, polit-
ical persecution, what have you.

We understand that. We saw that in
World War II and pre-World War II in
Europe with what happened to the
Jews there. The United States didn’t
act quickly enough in that situation,
but at least we understand what asy-
lum should look like. What we have
now is basically people presenting
themselves at the border, if they are
not just sneaking right past, and say-
ing a few magic words to the personnel
and then they are taken into custody
temporarily, given a number and
maybe even a fictitious name, and al-
lowed to move on through.

I have been to that border. I have
witnessed what that looks like. Indeed,
we have buses going back and forth pa-
trolling the border not to keep the bor-
der closed or enforced, but picking peo-
ple up so they can sooner get them to
processing centers. We are paying for
that. It is like a giant welcome wagon
that has been turned into such by this
Biden administration.

Now President Trump, as I said, tried
really hard to get a handle on this, and
improvements were made with several
hundred miles of new, strong border
fence and repaired old fence. Also, the
border personnel felt like we appre-
ciated them. We appreciated their jobs.
We appreciated the effort they are
making.

Nowadays, I think they are just com-
pletely overwhelmed, and I can’t imag-
ine the morale is very good when they
are basically told that they are to be
part of running the welcome wagon and
just letting people in. We hear anec-
dotes about them welding the gates
open where they are, actually in Texas.
Are you kidding me?

The State of Texas through their own
National Guard has been making ef-
forts to control parts of their border
there, putting up wire and other meas-
ures that will help control some dis-
tance on their border.

O 1300

You have the Biden administration
threatening them and bringing law-
suits against them, and who Kknows,
maybe even a confrontation with Fed-
eral troops versus Texas National
Guard at some point in order for the
Federal Government to be tearing
down the barrier in order to preserve
our border and have some semblance of
order instead of the chaos that has
been introduced and exacerbated by the
Biden administration.

How does this make a lick of sense to
anybody, to tear down the barrier that,
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