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for pretrial detention. Dr. Fateen has 
experienced various forms of mistreat-
ment, torture, and near-total isolation 
during his detention, and he continues 
to be denied basic due process. 

I thank Dr. Fateen’s family, who live 
in Redmond, Washington, in my dis-
trict, for bringing his case to my atten-
tion. 

I recently met with the Egyptian 
Ambassador to advocate for Dr. 
Fateen, and I will continue to demand 
justice so that he can be reunited with 
his family as soon as possible. 

f 

NATIONAL POW/MIA RECOGNITION 
DAY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
New York (Ms. MALLIOTAKIS) for 5 min-
utes. 

Ms. MALLIOTAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise in honor of National POW/MIA 
Recognition Day, which is commemo-
rated on the third Friday of September 
every year. This past weekend I joined 
the Vietnam Veterans of America in 
my district to bring attention to the 
more than 80,000 American service-
members who were prisoners of war 
and those still missing in action. 

My community of Staten Island, New 
York, recently learned from the De-
partment of Defense POW/MIA Ac-
counting Agency that the remains of 
U.S. Army Air Forces Second Lieuten-
ant Francis E. Callahan of New Brigh-
ton were identified after 80 years. Lieu-
tenant Callahan and 10 other service-
members were killed in action during 
World War II when their plane was shot 
down by an enemy combatant during a 
bombing mission to Brunswick, Ger-
many. 

At the time, the crash site could not 
be located by Allied forces or Army in-
vestigators. However, in 2015, an inde-
pendent research group, Missing Allied 
Air Crew Research Team, contacted 
the Defense POW/MIA Accounting 
Agency historians with new informa-
tion related to a possible crash site 
near Wistedt, Germany. 

The agency’s investigators were able 
to find the location and recovered var-
ious pieces of wreckage between 2021 
and 2023. 

Following extensive laboratory anal-
ysis, anthropological and dental anal-
ysis, along with the available cir-
cumstantial evidence, an association 
between the remains and Callahan was 
established. Now Second Lieutenant 
Callahan will be buried in Arlington 
National Cemetery to rest with his 
brothers. 

Sadly, 3 of the 10 members of Cal-
lahan’s crew still remain unaccounted 
for. They are among the tens of thou-
sands of other servicemembers who re-
main missing. As a nation grateful to 
those who served and those who made 
the ultimate sacrifice, we must con-
tinue to raise awareness of this issue 
and work toward the repatriation of all 
our POW/MIA and bring closure to 
their families and communities. 

The identification and repatriation of 
Lieutenant Callahan, along with Pri-
vate First Class Raymond Smith of 
Brooklyn, whose remains returned to 
New York City in 2021, 71 years after he 
went missing in action during the Ko-
rean war, give us renewed hope that 
our Nation will fulfill its promise and 
commitment to return every single 
American who served our Nation on 
foreign land. 

As the POW/MIA flag states, these 
heroes are not forgotten, and we will 
do everything we can to honor their 
memory and bring them home. 

f 

SOCIAL SECURITY 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Connecticut (Mr. LARSON) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to address and 
speak about the Nation’s number one 
antipoverty program for the elderly 
and the number one antipoverty pro-
gram for children, and the program 
that more veterans rely on for dis-
ability than the VA. Of course, I am 
talking about Social Security. 

What the public doesn’t know, but 
should, is that Congress hasn’t acted to 
enhance Social Security since 1971. 
That is 53 years. A lot has transpired 
and happened over 53 years, and with 
10,000 baby boomers a day becoming el-
igible for Social Security, it is long 
overdue that Congress acts. 

We have a proposal. Our proposal is 
called Social Security 2100, and this is 
exactly what it does. It makes sure 
that no one can retire into poverty. We 
have over 5 million Americans who 
have paid into Social Security and get 
below-poverty-level checks. 

Nobody gets wealthy on Social Secu-
rity. The average is $18,000 per male 
and $14,000 per female. As I said, 5 mil-
lion of our fellow citizens are getting 
below-poverty-level checks on a com-
mitment they made to their govern-
ment to get the insurance. 

That is what we are talking about 
here. It is insurance. Social Security 
also is one of the most efficient govern-
ment programs. Its administrative 
costs are under 1 percent. There is no 
other agency that does that and serv-
ices over 70 million people. 

I would also like to remind my col-
leagues on the other side of the aisle 
that Social Security is important be-
cause it impacts your district directly. 

Mr. Speaker, for example, you have 
134,536 recipients: 95,000-plus are retir-
ees; 15,000 are disabled; 8,756 are wid-
ows; and 9,942 are children. That is not 
the most critical thing though. The 
critical thing is: How much money 
comes into your district on a monthly 
basis? 

In California’s 23rd District, it is $213 
million a month, and that hasn’t been 
adjusted since 1971. 

What do these people do with this 
money when they get it? 

They spend it right back in their dis-
trict at the local grocery store, at the 

local pharmacy, to pay for their heat-
ing and cooling, to put gas in their 
automobiles. It, therefore, is a direct 
economic development plan for the 
people in this Nation who need it the 
most. 

For more than 40 percent of Ameri-
cans, Social Security is the only ben-
efit they have. They don’t have bene-
fits like the Federal Government has 
or like the United States Congress has. 
All they have is that very simple pol-
icy and a commitment from their gov-
ernment that they would make it actu-
arially sound. Instead, what they get is 
doubt and fear and the fact that the 
trust fund will be cut 20 percent now by 
2033 if Congress continues to do noth-
ing. 

It is long overdue. 
Why is it, citizens must ask, that 

Congress can’t come together to take 
care of the very citizens whom they are 
sworn to serve on an insurance plan 
that is the most efficient in govern-
ment operating under at 1 percent ad-
ministrative cost. 

Mr. Speaker, you can’t find another 
agency in the private sector, and I hail 
from an insurance capital, to admin-
ister insurances anywhere from 15 to 26 
percent. In government they do it for 
under 1. 

Act, Congress. 
f 

RECOGNIZING AND HONORING SER-
GEANT MAJOR JUAN OGO BLAZ, 
A PROUD SON OF GUAM 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Guam (Mr. MOYLAN) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. MOYLAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
recognize and honor Sergeant Major 
Juan Ogo Blaz, a proud son of Guam 
who sadly passed away on September 3, 
2024. 

Sergeant Major Blaz served with the 
82nd Airborne Division in Vietnam 
where he experienced intense combat 
and served gallantly. During a 1969 in-
cident, Sergeant Major Blaz’ platoon 
came under attack, instantly incapaci-
tating the platoon leader. Sergeant 
Major Blaz took immediate command 
of his unit and moved to drag other 
wounded men into positions of safety. 

While evacuating the wounded, Ser-
geant Major Blaz himself was injured 
in his right shoulder but refused 
medevac at that moment. The platoon 
continued receiving fire from enemy 
bunkers, and when close air support ar-
rived, they struggled to place rockets 
on target. Despite his injuries, Ser-
geant Major Blaz made a series of solo 
charges at enemy positions marking 
them with smoke for attack by air-
craft. Only once these enemy positions 
were neutralized did Sergeant Major 
Blaz accept medical care. 

Based on these actions, Sergeant 
Major Juan Ogo Blaz has earned him-
self a place among the pantheon of 
Guam’s heroes. His life and military 
career stand as an example of patriot-
ism and the people of Guam will always 
be proud of his legacy. Although in his 
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life Sergeant Major Blaz was only 
awarded the Distinguished Service 
Cross for his actions in Vietnam. As 
honorable as this distinction holds, 
many would agree that his acts of 
valor mirrored those throughout the 
Nation who were recognized with the 
Congressional Medal of Honor, the 
highest of honors bestowed to military 
heroes. 

Since the start of my term, I have 
prioritized ensuring that Sergeant 
Major Blaz and two other Guam heroes, 
who also qualify for the Congressional 
Medal of Honor for their acts of her-
oism from the Vietnam conflict, are in-
deed recognized so that a chapter span-
ning nearly six decades would finally 
be close to a conclusion. 

HONORING CONGRESSIONAL MEDAL OF HONOR 
RECIPIENTS 

Mr. MOYLAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today, and I am happy to share that 
earlier this year an amendment I was 
able to offer was successfully included 
in the FY 2025 National Defense Au-
thorization Act, which would award 
the Congressional Medal of Honor to 
Sergeant Major Juan Ogo Blaz, Army 
Command Sergeant Martin Manglona, 
and the late Army Specialist Joseph 
Perez. I was even more humbled when I 
saw the joy in the eyes of Sergeant 
Major Blaz when I shared the news in 
person and advised that we are almost 
there. 

Sadly, the Sergeant Major passed 
away, and while he may not be here 
with us to accept his much-deserved 
Congressional Medal of Honor, if lan-
guage remains in the final version of 
the NDAA, he will be here in spirit. 
More importantly, he will be smiling 
down on the island and Nation which 
he proudly and faithfully served. 

I am committed to getting this job 
done. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that in these his-
toric Halls, I would like to take this 
time to ask for a moment of silence to 
honor the late Sergeant Major Juan 
Ogo Blaz, a man of family, faith, patri-
otism, and a true hero of this Nation. 

May he rest in peace. 
f 

b 1230 

IN HONOR OF IRA SULLIVAN 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Florida (Mr. FROST) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. FROST. Mr. Speaker, we are 
nearing 4 years since we lost a jazz 
great. I rise today to honor the life of 
one of our jazz legends and icons, Ira 
Sullivan. 

Ira was many things: a jazz great, an 
educator, a mentor, a father, a hus-
band, and a friend of mine. 

I remember first meeting him when I 
was in about the seventh or eighth 
grade, as a student of the University of 
Miami Young Musicians Camp Jazz 
Honor Program. 

I remember walking in very young, 
and he asked me to play vibraphone to 
a jazz song, which was kind of weird for 

me. I was pretty young in my jazz edu-
cation career, and I didn’t know about 
jazz vibraphone. It almost felt as if he 
was asking me to play a timpani to a 
jazz song. It was very foreign. 

The next day, I came in, and he gave 
me a pair of Gary Burton mallets, and 
he told me to give it a try. Believe it or 
not, I was still very confused. Either 
way, that decision and that gift he 
gave me changed my life forever. 

From then on, I would start prac-
ticing jazz vibraphone and became 
quite obsessed with it. I stopped audi-
tioning on the drum set at my school 
and started auditioning to be a jazz 
vibraphonist. 

Years passed. Ira would always invite 
me to go back to perform with him in 
whatever the new class was at the Uni-
versity of Miami for the summer camp. 
I got to meet all the young people from 
across the country who Ira had in-
spired and whose lives he had changed. 

Ira Sullivan achieved technical skills 
not achieved by many: a multi-instru-
mentalist in the truest sense of the 
word, fluidly being able to play trum-
pet, saxophone, flute, and other instru-
ments. 

Ira also had the ability to be a jazz 
great in the history books but also re-
main an accessible educator for artists 
of many different levels. Ira mentored 
greats such as Jaco Pastorius and Pat 
Metheny, but he also continued to 
teach high schoolers and college-aged 
students at the Young Musicians Camp 
at the University of Miami, where I 
met him. 

Today, I honor the life of Ira Sullivan 
because he inspired so many young mu-
sicians. 

I stopped practicing swing many, 
many years ago, but I have been telling 
myself that I ought to get back to it. I 
am committed to starting back up in 
his honor. 

The last thing I will say, too, is a 
quick story. I remember going into 
high school jazz band, and I hadn’t 
practiced very much that day. I got 
yelled at by the band director, right-
fully so. 

That night, I went home and felt 
very defeated. My dad came into my 
room with the house phone, and he 
said: Ira Sullivan is on the phone for 
you. I said: The Ira Sullivan? He said: 
Yeah, the Ira Sullivan. 

I spoke with him for maybe 30 min-
utes, 45 minutes, told him about my 
day. I remember hanging up and going 
to practice all night. God bless my par-
ents. 

I went into jazz band that next day. 
Not only was I able to play the song 
proficiently, but I did it with so much 
passion, some of the most passion I had 
ever played with before. I think it is 
because, number one, I got up off of my 
butt and practiced, but also because Ira 
Sullivan called me. 

Long live the memory of Ira Sul-
livan, jazz great, educator, friend, and 
mentor. 

ACKNOWLEDGING SUICIDE PREVENTION MONTH 
Mr. FROST. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 

to recognize September as Suicide Pre-

vention Month, a time for us to come 
together, raise awareness, and offer 
hope to those facing thoughts of sui-
cide and other mental health issues. 

This issue hits particularly close to 
home for our veterans as we lose 17 vet-
erans due to suicide every day. These 
are our friends, loved ones, neighbors, 
and people who served our country 
with courage, but are now struggling in 
silence. Whether it is safe firearm stor-
age, better and increased access to 
mental healthcare, or the immediate 
support of the 988 Suicide Crisis Life-
line, we can all play a part in saving 
lives. 

People in a mental health or suicide 
crisis deserve and need a compas-
sionate and an effective response. The 
path toward saving lives starts with a 
conversation. Talking openly about 
suicide prevention and mental health 
can break the silence, and sometimes 
just one conversation can make all the 
difference. 

We owe it to those who we have lost 
and those still struggling to listen and 
to act and to work together toward a 
future where no one has to fight alone. 

IN HONOR OF OMARI JONES 

Mr. FROST. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor Omari Jones, an exceptional 
central Floridian in my district who 
has made history as a bronze medalist 
in boxing at the 2024 Olympics. 

Omari was just one of eight boxers to 
bring home a medal, demonstrating his 
skill, courage, and determination. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until 2 
p.m. today. 

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 35 
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 

f 

b 1400 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Ms. MALLIOTAKIS) at 2 p.m. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Margaret 
Grun Kibben, offered the following 
prayer: 

Eternal God, every good and perfect 
gift is from You. 237 years ago, Ben-
jamin Franklin prayed to You, Father 
of lights, to illuminate our under-
standing of this mantle that You have 
placed on the people of the United 
States. For it is by Your generous hand 
that this Nation was given freedom and 
liberty, as well as the noble and 
weighty responsibility to govern with 
integrity and honor. 

Today, as we celebrate the signing of 
our Constitution on this day in 1787, we 
pray that we have stewarded Your gifts 
faithfully, as our Founders intended. 
We recommit ourselves to forming a 
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