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IN RECOGNITION OF THE 
SEPTEMBER 11 ANNIVERSARY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Arizona (Mr. CISCOMANI) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. CISCOMANI. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today on the solemn anniversary 
of the most tragic day in modern 
American history, the September 11 at-
tacks. 

Our Nation was deliberately attacked 
23 years ago by al-Qaida terrorists, 
killing almost 3,000 Americans and in-
juring countless more in the worst at-
tack against our homeland in Amer-
ican history. 

On this day, let us honor the memo-
ries of the fallen and stand with the 
friends and families of those who per-
ished. May their memories always be a 
blessing. 

Let us also commend the courage of 
the first responders and emergency per-
sonnel who put themselves in harm’s 
way to help the victims. While others 
ran to safety, these individuals braved 
smoke and fire in service to their fel-
low Americans, sometimes paying the 
ultimate sacrifice while in the line of 
duty. 

While the terrorists hoped this bra-
zen attack would break America’s re-
solve, they were dead wrong. In the 
days and months following 9/11, our Na-
tion came together with a renewed 
sense of fortitude, unity, and deter-
mination. It sparked an enduring sense 
of resilience that carried us through 
the darkest hour and emboldened us to 
hold those responsible accountable. 

May God bless America. 
FENTANYL CRISIS IN ARIZONA 

Mr. CISCOMANI. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to shine a light on the de-
structive surge and scourge of 
fentanyl, which is poisoning commu-
nities in my district and across the Na-
tion. Across America, countless lives 
have been lost, and too many families 
have felt the pain of losing a loved one. 

In May, I hosted Members of the Ju-
diciary Committee for a field hearing 
in my district. We heard from Jill 
Fagan Alexander, a mother who has 
tragically lost not only one, but two 
children to the fentanyl crisis, Sam 
and Gabe. Tragically, these are only 
two of the many lives lost to the poi-
son at the hands of the Mexican drug 
cartels and the Chinese Communist 
Party. 

Amid the ongoing border crisis, the 
amount of fentanyl entering our coun-
try has spiked to record levels, endan-
gering citizens across the Nation. In 
Arizona, the cost of this epidemic 
ballooned to over $58 billion in 2023, ac-
counting for the cost of hospitals, pub-
lic services, law enforcement officers, 
and the loss of quality of life and pro-
ductivity of those suffering from this 
addiction. 

Just this week, this body passed H.R. 
8663, the DETECT Fentanyl and 
Xylazine Act. This would authorize 
DHS to test and develop more tech-

nology to better detect these deadly 
drugs. However, we must do more. 

I stand willing and ready to work 
with any of my colleagues who want to 
find solutions to solve this crisis. The 
stakes could not be clearer. One pill 
can kill. We must do more to fight the 
spread of fentanyl to ensure the safety 
of our citizens and our communities. 

RURAL PHARMACIES CLOSING IN ARIZONA 
Mr. CISCOMANI. Madam Speaker, I 

rise today with the grave concerns over 
the continued reports of pharmacies 
closing in rural communities across my 
district. 

I was notified by a constituent re-
cently that two independent phar-
macies in Willcox and Benson will soon 
close, citing the constrictive practices 
of pharmacy benefit managers. Local 
independent pharmacies are critical to 
rural communities as they are often 
the only medical provider for hundreds 
of miles, especially in light of the vast 
consolidation of large pharmacies buy-
ing up smaller ones. 

We must stand for independent prac-
tices that serve our local communities. 
As we speak, this becomes a rural ac-
cess health crisis, forcing residents of 
those communities to travel long dis-
tances to receive the medication and 
medical services that they need. This 
not only places an undue burden on 
those with limited resources and mo-
bility, but it also increases their risk 
of delayed treatments and worsened 
health outcomes, leaving rural commu-
nities vulnerable and underserved. 

It is critical that we address this 
growing problem now and support our 
rural pharmacies to ensure that all in-
dividuals, regardless of where they live, 
have access to the healthcare that they 
deserve. 

f 

CLOSING THE BRIBERY LOOPHOLE 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
North Carolina (Mr. JACKSON) for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. JACKSON of North Carolina. 
Madam Speaker, 3 months ago, the Su-
preme Court opened a loophole in our 
bribery laws. They legalized, in effect, 
a certain kind of bribery. That is brib-
ery where the payment to the politi-
cian comes after they do the thing they 
have been bribed to do. 

The Supreme Court said: That is not 
bribery, but that is a tip. That is a gra-
tuity, and it is not against the law. 

Justice Kavanaugh said: If Congress 
wants this to be against the law, then 
they should pass a law saying so. 

Well, I agree. My office has filed a 
bill to close exactly that loophole, and 
nothing else. We consider this a com-
pletely nonpartisan effort. This is sim-
ply about making sure that you cannot 
bribe politicians. That was the state of 
the law 3 months ago as we all under-
stood it, and now that has been 
changed by this court ruling. 

My office filed a bill. We are very 
grateful that a Member of the major-
ity, the gentleman from Texas (Mr. 
CRENSHAW) has joined us on that bill. 

I am encouraging every Member of 
this body, regardless of party, to join 
us to make sure that we send a very 
simple statement to the country: You 
cannot bribe politicians. That should 
be against the law. Even if you come 
up with a somewhat creative way in 
which to do it straightforwardly, it is 
wrong. It should be illegal. If we pass 
this bill, it will be illegal once again. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF MAJOR JOHN 
‘‘LUCKY’’ LUCKADOO 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. SELF) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. SELF. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Major John ‘‘Lucky’’ 
Luckadoo, an extraordinary American 
hero who displayed remarkable bravery 
in World War II. 

Now 102 years old, Major Luckadoo is 
one of the last remaining members of 
the distinguished 100th Bomb Group, 
famously known as the Bloody Hun-
dredth. 

Major Luckadoo grew up in Chat-
tanooga, Tennessee. He joined the 
Army following the attack on Pearl 
Harbor in December 1941. After train-
ing, he served with the Eighth Air 
Force’s 100th Bomb Group based in 
Thorpe Abbotts, England. 

Of the 40 men from his training class 
who served in the 100th, only four com-
pleted their tour, highlighting the dan-
gerous nature of their mission and 
Major Luckadoo’s extraordinary for-
tune and resilience. 

Major Luckadoo undertook 25 com-
bat missions over Nazi-occupied Eu-
rope, serving as both a pilot and copi-
lot in the B–17 Flying Fortress, show-
casing his outstanding bravery and ex-
pertise under highly challenging condi-
tions and overwhelming odds. 

Lieutenant Colonel John Bennett, 
leader of the 100th Bomb Group, aptly 
remarked: ‘‘What the 100th lacks in 
luck, it makes up for in courage.’’ 

Major Luckadoo embodied this spirit, 
and his extraordinary story of survival 
is chronicled in his biography, ‘‘Damn 
Lucky.’’ Major Luckadoo’s survival 
and the subsequent telling of his story 
contribute significantly to the histor-
ical record of World War II and stand 
as a testament to the bravery and sac-
rifices of the Greatest Generation. 

Major Luckadoo currently resides in 
Dallas, where he actively engages in 
his community and continues to share 
his story, ensuring that future genera-
tions will continue to draw inspiration 
from his courage and dedication. 

In light of his heroic service and en-
during legacy, it is fitting that we 
honor Major John ‘‘Lucky’’ Luckadoo 
and express our deepest gratitude for 
his remarkable contributions to our 
Nation. 
IN RECOGNITION OF COLONEL KENNETH WILLIAM 

CORDIER 
Mr. SELF. Madam Speaker, I rise 

today to honor Colonel Kenneth Wil-
liam Cordier, who dedicated his life to 
serving his country and embodied the 
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highest ideals of patriotism, courage, 
and sacrifice, including more than 6 
years as a prisoner of war in North 
Vietnam. 

Born in 1937 in Canton, Ohio, Colonel 
Cordier entered the United States Air 
Force through the Reserve Officers’ 
Training Corps at Akron University in 
1960, beginning a distinguished mili-
tary career that spanned over two dec-
ades. 

After training as a Minuteman mis-
sile launch officer, Colonel Cordier 
earned his pilot’s wings in 1963 and was 
assigned to the 45th Tactical Fighter 
Squadron, flying the F–4C Phantom jet 
fighter. 

On December 2, 1966, during his 176th 
combat mission, Colonel Cordier was 
shot down over North Vietnam. Cap-
tured and imprisoned for over 6 years, 
he endured harsh conditions in the in-
famous North Vietnamese prisons, in 
which he demonstrated extraordinary 
resilience and unwavering faith. 

After his release in 1973, Colonel 
Cordier resumed Active-Duty service 
with distinction, directing air oper-
ations at Sembach Air Base, reacti-
vating the Wiesbaden Air Force Base, 
and serving as an air attache in Eng-
land. 

Colonel Cordier’s service to his Na-
tion is dignified by numerous awards, 
including two Silver Stars, the Defense 
Superior Service Medal, the Legion of 
Merit, the Distinguished Flying Cross, 
two Bronze Stars with Valor, the Pur-
ple Heart, seven Air Medals, the POW 
Medal, and the Air Force Commenda-
tion Medal. He retired with honors in 
1985. 

After the war, he worked tirelessly to 
dissuade animosity against the Viet-
namese people and culture, instead ad-
vocating for diplomatic solutions to 
bring peace to the region and heal old 
wounds. 

Colonel Cordier would return to Viet-
nam five separate times. A special 
note: On his second visit, this distin-
guished hero brought former POWs to 
help them find closure in their trau-
matic experiences as prisoners in Viet-
nam and to assist in their healing proc-
ess. 

Beyond his military career, Colonel 
Cordier was a devoted husband and fa-
ther to his wife and daughter, Barbara 
and Ann. 

Colonel Cordier’s life and service are 
a testament to the values of duty, 
honor, country, and inspiring future 
generations to serve with the same 
dedication and courage. Therefore, I 
ask that all Americans take a moment 
to honor the legacy and life of Colonel 
Kenneth William Cordier, United 
States Air Force. 

f 

IN HONOR OF NATIONAL 
AEROSPACE WEEK 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
California (Mr. CARBAJAL) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. CARBAJAL. Madam Speaker, in 
honor of National Aerospace Week, I 

rise to recognize the vital role the 
aerospace industry plays in our Na-
tion’s economy, security, and techno-
logical leadership. 

The United States is on the cutting 
edge of aerospace technology because 
of the people who dared to do the un-
imaginable, just like the Wright broth-
ers over 120 years ago. 

Because we dreamed big, we have 
flown faster than the speed of sound 
and put mankind on the Moon. We have 
made flying and space launch a normal 
occurrence. What used to be science 
fiction is now a fact of life. 

Aviation has become an integral part 
of our society and our economy. Every 
day in the United States alone, nearly 
3 million people fly on 45,000 flights. 
The industry continues to grow each 
year. 

In 2023, the aerospace industry con-
tributed $425 billion to the U.S. GDP 
and supported over 2.2 million jobs. It 
is also a key tenet of our National De-
fense Strategy, equipping servicemem-
bers with the most advanced and effec-
tive systems in the world. 

As co-chair of the House Aerospace 
Caucus, I am proud to recognize our 
Nation’s incredible aerospace industry 
and its workforce, our pilots, flight at-
tendants, mechanics, engineers, and 
others who will help us continue to 
soar to new heights. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF MISS NAVAJO 
AMY BEGAYE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Arizona (Mr. CRANE) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. CRANE. Madam Speaker, last 
week, contestants competed in the 72nd 
Annual Miss Navajo Pageant in my dis-
trict. 

To become Miss Navajo, contestants 
participate in a rigorous weeklong an-
nual competition which requires con-
testants to demonstrate proficiency in 
both Navajo and English languages, 
knowledge of Navajo culture and be-
liefs, business interviews, contem-
porary talents, and traditional skills 
such as sheep butchering and preparing 
traditional foods. 

I recognize Amy Begaye, who has 
served as Miss Navajo for the past 
year. 

b 1100 

I met Amy last year during her first 
trip to the U.S. Capitol and learned 
about her experience and background 
and the process of becoming Miss Nav-
ajo. 

We have had a few chances to con-
nect throughout the years, and I have 
been impressed with her hard work and 
professionalism. She has been a strong 
leader and an advocate for Navajo his-
tory and culture. 

Madam Speaker, I thank Amy for her 
leadership as Miss Navajo over the last 
year. I wish her the best in her future 
endeavors and know she will continue 
to make the Navajo Nation proud. 

SOLEMN REMEMBRANCE OF 
ARTHUR O. EVE, JR. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
New York (Mr. KENNEDY) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. KENNEDY. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today in solemn remembrance of 
Arthur O. Eve, Jr., a remarkable indi-
vidual and leader, affectionately 
known throughout western New York 
and beyond as Champ. 

As the beloved son of New York State 
Assembly Deputy Speaker Arthur O. 
Eve and an educator, the late Lee Con-
stance Eve, life lessons in civic respon-
sibility, faith, and a strong work ethic 
were instilled in him early by his fam-
ily. 

As a standout football player who 
earned all-Catholic honors during his 
time at Canisius High School and 
shined on the field at the University of 
Texas at El Paso, Champ turned his 
athletic talent, natural leadership, and 
team-building skills into an oppor-
tunity to inspire and mentor countless 
young people through coaching basket-
ball at Calvary Baptist Church, Hutch 
Tech High School, and Buffalo State 
University. 

Through his coaching, he touched 
hundreds of lives for the better. 

In his professional positions within a 
juvenile detention center and Edu-
cational Opportunity Center, Champ 
dedicated himself to empowering those 
in need. 

At Buffalo’s Municipal Housing Au-
thority, Champ transformed the agen-
cy and set a national standard for com-
pliance and inclusion, which led to the 
BMHA being recognized as a high per-
former by the United States Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment. 

Champ was a leader and a respected 
voice on issues impacting Buffalo’s 
Black community, serving as president 
of the Black Student Union during his 
time at the University at Buffalo. He 
was the founder and president of Unity 
Coalition, widely recognized as one of 
the strongest organizing units in the 
entire State of New York. 

As deputy commissioner of the Erie 
County Board of Elections and as a 
community leader, Champ supported 
democracy through his work, impress-
ing upon others the power of a vote to 
express one’s values and shape the fu-
ture of our community and our entire 
Nation. 

A man of great faith and devotion, 
Champ was an active member of Elim 
Christian Fellowship under the leader-
ship of Bishop T. Anthony Bronner. 

To me, Champ was a dear friend 
whose counsel guided me in many im-
portant decisions throughout my own 
career. 

Through a lifetime of tireless advo-
cacy, Champ had an impact on every 
single life in western New York, our 
great State of New York, and the en-
tire Nation. He helped unite us like 
never before in Buffalo, and our great 
city’s renaissance is a shining example 
of what Champ believed in: diversity, 
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