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to make sure that happens. It is not
just about policy. It is about people.
People are dying. We can’t wait any
longer.

——

ADDRESSING RECKLESS SPENDING

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. JOYCE) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Speaker, as Congress returns to Wash-
ington to address the Biden-Harris ad-
ministration’s reckless spending, the
American people are continuing to face
consequences of runaway inflation.

According to a recent Census Bureau
survey, more than 35 percent of Penn-
sylvanians struggle to afford basic
goods, gasoline, and groceries.

With prices rising by more than 20
percent since President Biden and Vice
President HARRIS took office, it is the
American people who have been left to
pay the bill for the administration’s
failed spending policies.

Instead of working to lower prices
and supporting American families,
Vice President HARRIS championed
reckless policies, including subsidies
for purchasing electric vehicles and a
student loan bailout paid for by hard-
working American citizens.

America cannot afford another 4
years of far-left spending. It is time to
put a stop to reckless spending that
has brought on this inflation and once
again return to the fiscal restraint and
the strong economic policies put in
place by President Donald J. Trump.

FOOD SECURITY IS NATIONAL SECURITY

Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Speaker, from the dairy farms, corn-
fields, and orchards of Pennsylvania to
the cattle ranches of the Midwest,
American farmers produce the meat,
the dairy, and the vegetables that feed
American families.

However, that food supply has been
put in danger as the Chinese Com-
munist Party affiliates have begun to
purchase our farmland, creating a dan-
gerous American security risk.

By adding the Secretary of Agri-
culture to CFIUS, we can create the
oversight that is needed to prevent our
farmland from being purchased by the
Chinese Communist Party.

It is time to pass the Protecting
American Agriculture from Foreign
Adversaries Act to ensure that the CCP
is not continuing to make purchases in
the production, development, transpor-
tation, or storage of our food supply.

Food security is national security.
Shielding these assets from outside in-
terference will help to ensure that
American interests are the top priority
for the farming industry.

Let’s make sure that our fields are
cared for by American farmers and
American growers and that our food se-
curity is preserved.

RECOGNIZING ALPHA FIRE
COMPANY OF CENTRE COUNTY

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
JOYCE of Pennsylvania). The Chair rec-
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ognizes the gentleman from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. THOMPSON) for 56 minutes.

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to recognize
the Alpha Fire Company of Centre
County, Pennsylvania.

This year, the Alpha Fire Company is
celebrating 125 years of dedicated
emergency services to the State Col-
lege community.

In 1899, a group of volunteers recog-
nized the need within their community
to establish a fire company to protect
and to serve the region. For the last 125
years, the Alpha Fire Company has re-
mained steadfast in this commitment.

In its early years, the Alpha Fire
Company, originally Union Fire Com-
pany, used hand-drawn hose carts to
fight fires in the few blocks of homes
and buildings that surrounded the
Pennsylvania State College campus,
which had its own student-run volun-
teer fire company.

Since its founding, the Alpha Fire
Company has seen many changes as the
community continues to grow. Still,
they have continued to provide dedi-
cated emergency services for the past
125 years. This fire company is entirely
volunteer based and often includes
multiple generations of firefighters.
Mr. Speaker, this dedication is what
keeps the Alpha Fire Company top-
notch.

Currently, there are 100 volunteers,
and they handle the four primary mu-
nicipalities it covers: State College
Borough, College Township, Ferguson
Township, and Patton Township. It
also provides automatic aid to
Halfmoon and Harris Townships.

The men and women of Alpha Fire
Company are more than just fire-
fighters. They are our neighbors, our
friends, and family members. These
dedicated volunteers give their time
and energy, often balancing demanding
jobs and personal responsibilities, to
ensure our safety. Their commitment
to protecting lives and property is in-
spiring and deserves our deepest grati-
tude.

The Alpha Fire Company is more
than just a group of fire stations that
protect and serve the State College re-
gion. It is truly an integral part of the
community.

Aside from their lifesaving efforts,
these volunteer firefighters make the
Centre Region a better place. Whether
it be a Fourth of July carnival, a
school demonstration, or aiding in a
fundraiser, the men and women of the
Alpha Fire Company embody the spirit
of community service.

Mr. Speaker, this is not the first
time I have recognized the Alpha Fire
Company on the House floor. In the fall
of 2023, an all-woman crew bravely led
the initial attack line in a three-alarm
fire, making a historic milestone in our
journey of service and dedication.

Throughout its 125 years of dedicated
service, the Alpha Fire Company has
lost three brave men in the line of
duty. Philip Foster, Larry Oberle, and
Charles Zeigler selflessly laid down
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their lives to protect the community
they called home.

These heroes are not forgotten. The
memorial honoring these fallen fire-
fighters in the borough station will for-
ever preserve their memory.

In a time when resources are often
stretched thin, volunteer firefighters
fill the gap, ensuring that no call for
help goes unanswered.

They are trained professionals who
bring their skills, courage, and compas-
sion to the front lines, whether it is
battling blazes, responding to acci-
dents, or providing essential assistance
for medical emergencies.

Over the past 125 years, the Alpha
Fire Company has grown and evolved,
continually adapting to meet the needs
of our community. They have em-
braced advancements in technology
and training, ensuring their brave men
and women are prepared to handle any
emergency with professionalism and
expertise.

I know firsthand the dedication and
passion volunteer firefighters have for
protecting their communities. I am
deeply grateful for the unwavering
dedication and passion of the Alpha
Fire Company’s volunteer firefighters
in protecting our neighborhoods.

Mr. Speaker, I would like to thank
Alpha Fire Company for their bravery,
their service, and their commitment to
our community and congratulate them
on 125 years of service.

————
O 1215
CONGRATULATING INARF

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Indiana (Mrs. HOUCHIN) for 5 minutes.

Mrs. HOUCHIN. Mr. Speaker, I stand
before you today to offer my congratu-
lations to the Indiana Association of
Rehabilitation Facilities on receiving
an extraordinary milestone: 50 years of
service. Over the past five decades,
INARF has proudly represented its
members who serve more than 50,000
citizens annually and employ nearly
15,000 dedicated professionals.

INARF plays an indispensable role in
our southern Indiana community,
shaping the landscape of disability
services to provide the highest quality
of care and support for nearly 900,000
people with disabilities.

Last month, I had the privilege of
visiting one of INARF’s member orga-
nizations where I witnessed the vital
work that they do. Their unwavering
commitment ensures that everyone has
the opportunity to thrive and to reach
their full potential.

As we celebrate 50 years of impact
with our local disability service pro-
viders, I extend my sincere gratitude. I
thank them for their tireless dedica-
tion to ensuring Indiana residents have
access to the resources and services
they need.

RECOGNIZING LISCHKGE MOTORS

Mrs. HOUCHIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize a remarkable mile-
stone, Lischkge Motors’ 100 years of
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business in Aurora, Indiana. If you
have ever driven along U.S. Route 50,
you have likely seen the iconic 100-
foot-tall round barn, the largest of its
kind in the State. This impressive
structure, built in 1901, took Clayton
Lischkge 2 years to convert into a
thriving business space, an achieve-
ment that amazed professional engi-
neers and silenced the critics.

Mr. Lischkge’s journey reflects the
spirit of that very barn, defying the
odds and exceeding all expectations.
Starting out as an apprentice me-
chanic, earning little to no pay in ex-
change for learning the trade, he
opened his own shop in June of 1924.
His sheer determination kept the doors
of Lischkge Motors open through the
Great Depression, and his resilience
carried the business through four dev-
astating floods, including the infamous
1937 flood that reached the second floor
of the shop.

In 1964, Lischkge Motors found its
new home at the round barn, a symbol
of the family’s resilience and adapt-
ability. Today, they hold the title of
the oldest Mack Truck distributor in
the world, and their impact on the Au-
rora community is immeasurable.

As we celebrate a century of
Lischkge Motors, I stand here today to
congratulate the Lischkge family on
this tremendous achievement and to
thank them for being an invaluable
part of our community.

CONGRATULATING DECATUR COUNTY MEMORIAL
HOSPITAL

Mrs. HOUCHIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to congratulate the Decatur
County Memorial Hospital for over 100
years of dedicated service to the people
of our district and southern Indiana.
Originally established as a memorial to
honor Decatur County residents who
bravely fought and lost their lives in
World War I, this hospital embodies the
care and spirit that rivals any institu-
tion in the Nation. With a commitment
to integrity, compassion, quality, and
a deep sense of community, Decatur
County Memorial Hospital continues to
be a cornerstone of healthcare in our
region.

From its beginnings in a 16,000-
square-foot facility, the hospital has
grown to include surgery, women’s
care, and rehabilitation centers across
multiple locations, all while staying
true to its mission of providing top-tier
care to southern Indiana. Thanks to
their dedication, the need for residents
to seek care outside of our community
has been greatly reduced.

This past August, Decatur County
Memorial honored its proud history
and built upon its legacy by lowering a
time capsule on campus, connecting
the past, present, and future of this in-
stitution. As we reflect on its rich her-
itage and the sacrifices of those who
have served, we are reminded of the en-
during values that define this hospital.
I look forward to the next 100 years of
building upon these values.
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RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
THOMPSON of Pennsylvania). Pursuant
to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair de-
clares the House in recess until 2 p.m.
today.

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 17
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

———
0 1400

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mrs. KiMm of California) at 2
p.m.

—————

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Margaret
Grun Kibben, offered the following
prayer:

In these days when there is much to
be attended to, policies to be written,
and elections to be run; when the tasks
we have not yet completed vie for at-
tention, in contest with all that must
yvet be achieved; when each day is a
whirlwind of obligations and demands,
break into our thoughts and concerns,
O Lord, and remind us again how pre-
cious is the life You give to each of us.

As we grieve the loss of our dear
friend and colleague, Representative
Bill Pascrell, may it be his passionate
and compassionate commitment to this
country and the people he was proud to
represent that inspires us to assess our
spirit of service.

May it be his wry smile and playfully
mischievous nature that reminds us to
find reason to enjoy each moment. May
it be his tender heart and gracious
kindness that call us to love those with
whom we labor in these Chambers.

God our creator, like trees planted by
streams of water, may we each, like
Bill Pascrell, yield fruit in our season.
In the days that You give us, may our
leaves not wither. In all that we do,
may all be done for You. In this may
our lives prosper with the certainty of
Your favor.

In Your righteous name we pray.

Amen.

———————

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House the approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1 of rule I, the
Journal stands approved.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
THOMPSON) come forward and lead the
House in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania led
the Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
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lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

MANSFIELD AREA GIRL SCOUTS’
CENTENNIAL YEAR

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Madam Speaker, I rise today to recog-
nize the Mansfield area Girl Scouts’
centennial year. The first Mansfield
area Girl Scout troop was founded 100
years ago in September of 1924.

For the past century, the Mansfield
Girl Scouts have played an instru-
mental role in the development of
young women. The Girl Scouts are
known for their emphasis on important
values such as teamwork, integrity,
and respect for others. These values
foster an environment where girls can
grow into strong, compassionate citi-
zZens.

As co-chair of the Congressional
Scouting Caucus and a Scoutmaster for
the Boy Scouts, I deeply respect the
Girl Scouts organization.

The Mansfield area Girl Scouts have
a rich history of accomplishments and
service. In recent years these young
women have raised thousands by sell-
ing their infamous Girl Scout cookies.

Over the past 100 years, many Scouts
from Mansfield have received a Gold
Award, the highest achievement in Girl
Scouts.

Madam Speaker, I am confident that
the Mansfield Girl Scouts are guiding
these girls to become confident young
women, and I congratulate them on 100
years of scouting.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
THOMPSON of Pennsylvania). Pursuant
to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair will
postpone further proceedings today on
motions to suspend the rules on which
a recorded vote or the yeas and nays
are ordered, or votes objected to under
clause 6 of rule XX.

The House will resume proceedings
on postponed questions at a later time.

CLARIFICATION OF DEFINITION OF
FOREIGN COUNTRY FOR PUR-
POSES OF MALIGN FOREIGN
TALENT RECRUITMENT RESTRIC-
TION

Mr. LUCAS. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 7686) to amend the Research and
Development, Competition, and Inno-
vation Act to clarify the definition of
foreign country for purposes of malign
foreign talent recruitment restriction,
and for other purposes, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 7686

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,
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