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We should have an open discussion on 

these programs. It hasn’t been done I 
think because the press does not ade-
quately describe for the public the gen-
erosity that will be given somebody if 
they stack these programs on top of 
one another. Obviously, nobody takes 
advantage of all 70 programs, but there 
are a whole lot of people who take ad-
vantage of six or seven of these pro-
grams and put themselves in a position 
in which financially they do not want 
to live in a two-parent household. 

In any event, these are a couple of 
the issues that I think have not been 
adequately covered in the newspapers. 
I hope they are in the future. 

To summarize, again, I would like to 
see a banner headline when sometime 
in September or October we have num-
bers released when we hit the all-time 
high number of what we will call ille-
gal immigrants coming in this country. 
I would like to see the newspapers do a 
better job of covering the fact that our 
current, what else to call them, welfare 
programs appear designed to discour-
age Americans from having children 
raised by a married couple. 

I would like to have a little more in-
formation because when I ask people at 
random back home, they don’t know 
the answer to these questions. I would 
like to have a little bit more publicity 
as to where the immigrants who are 
naturalized in this country are coming 
from because I think it would perhaps 
be a surprise to those people who like 
to educate our young people what a 
racist country we have when, in fact, 
the top 17 countries in which we get 
immigrants from are non-European 
countries. 

I hope the press follows up on these 
what I think are vital issues. 

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

f 

SAVING SAN FRANCISCO 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 9, 2023, the Chair recognizes the 
gentleman from California (Mr. KILEY) 
for 30 minutes. 

Mr. KILEY. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today with an update on the condition 
of San Francisco, a city whose fate has 
been largely shaped by several politi-
cians of prominence here in Wash-
ington, D.C. Foremost among them are 
Vice President KAMALA HARRIS and 
Speaker Emerita NANCY PELOSI. 

I think it is important for all Ameri-
cans to understand the tragedy of San 
Francisco and what has happened to 
one of America’s most beautiful cities 
because the same radical failed policies 
that have caused San Francisco’s de-
cline and collapse are gaining increas-
ing traction in Washington, D.C. 

I want to go over just a few of the 
reasons why it is that as the San Fran-
cisco Chronicle put it last year, this 
city is ‘‘on the verge of collapse.’’ 

Indeed, in many ways, my entire 
State of California offers a preview of 
where our country has been headed, but 

San Francisco offers an even starker 
warning. It is the part of our State 
where failed policies, radical politics, 
and public corruption are in their most 
advanced stage and where residents are 
most rapidly fleeing. 

In an article headlined ‘‘San Fran-
cisco Falls Into the Abyss,’’ UCLA eco-
nomics professor Lee Ohanian writes: 
‘‘No major American city has failed at 
the same level as Detroit, whose popu-
lation dropped from 1.85 million people 
in 1950 to about 630,000 today. Move 
over Detroit, here comes San Fran-
cisco, which lost 6.3 percent of its pop-
ulation between 2019 and 2021, a rate of 
decline larger than any 2-year period in 
Detroit’s history and unprecedented 
among any major U.S. city.’’ 

The city is declining faster than any 
major U.S. city in the history of our 
country. The reasons they are not a 
misery, foremost among them are 
crime, drug addiction, homelessness, 
waste, unaffordability, and failing 
schools, all a result of failed govern-
ance. 

Let’s just start with the crime situa-
tion in San Francisco, which is a city 
that has had a progression of self-de-
scribed progressive prosecutors start-
ing with now-Vice President HARRIS 
who has used that term to describe her-
self, progressive prosecutor, followed 
by others in her mold, George Gascon 
and then Chesa Boudin, who was ulti-
mately recalled from office by voters. 

On a State level, California law has 
essentially legalized many forms of 
crime, making theft of merchandise 
below $950 a misdemeanor, as well as 
the possession of even class A drugs. 

In practice, this means offenders are 
rarely, if ever, prosecuted, and, in 
many cases, businesses have stopped 
even reporting losses. 

San Francisco’s anti-law enforce-
ment policies have compounded these 
problems. For example, a few years ago 
in 2020, San Francisco defunded the po-
lice shifting $120 million away from law 
enforcement. If you park your car 
while in the city, the advice is just to 
leave the doors open and make sure 
there are no valuables inside. That will 
at least spare you the cost of replacing 
your windshield. 

Last year, the Castro Merchants As-
sociation, representing 125 businesses 
wrote a scathing letter regarding the 
city’s failure the address the lawless-
ness around them. One said: We are 
just seeing constant vandalism, con-
stant drug use in public, people passed 
out on the sidewalk, people having psy-
chotic breakdowns, it is just not some-
thing a small business owner should 
have to deal with. 

On top of these general problems re-
lating to crime, retail theft, and car 
thefts is the issue of drug use. Walking 
through San Francisco you will see 
open drug use and drug dealing with an 
open-air drug market scene that is so 
rampant that even last year Governor 
Gavin Newsom sent in the National 
Guard ostensibly to get it under con-
trol. 

While California has among the high-
est rates of illegal drug use in the 
country. San Francisco is well above 
the national average with 22 percent of 
the population in the San Francisco- 
Oakland-Fremont area using an illegal 
drug in the last year. Tragically, the 
number of overdose deaths has sky-
rocketed from 222 to now 647 in a given 
year. 

Things only got worse during the 
COVID shutdowns as far more people in 
the city died from overdoses than from 
COVID. Facing one of the most pun-
ishing lockdowns in the country, emer-
gency room mental health visits in-
creased substantially, especially for 
young people. 

It certainly doesn’t help matters that 
the supply of drugs is abundant thanks 
to the crisis at our border, largely 
overseen by this administration’s bor-
der czar, Vice President KAMALA HAR-
RIS. 

It should be noted that San Fran-
cisco declared itself a sanctuary city 
long before California became a sanc-
tuary State. 

On that note, the current Vice Presi-
dent also played a starring role when 
she was district attorney abiding by 
the city’s sanctuary policies. Then 
when she was the State’s attorney gen-
eral, she actually paved the way for 
California to become a sanctuary State 
by opposing a Federal law meant to 
stop sanctuary jurisdictions. 

A third issue that one will confront 
immediately in San Francisco is the 
explosion of homelessness. This is very 
much connected to the crisis of crime, 
drug use, and mental health. 

Once again, while California leads 
the Nation in homelessness, San Fran-
cisco is worst of all. Between 2005 and 
2020, the number of homeless increased 
from 5,404 to 8,124. During that same 
period, homelessness declined signifi-
cantly nationwide. Within a 3-year 
span, complaints of homeless encamp-
ments to the city’s 311 line increased 
from 2 to 62 each and every day. Mean-
while, the share of the homeless popu-
lation that is unsheltered has also gone 
up in recent years. 

Fourthly is the waste situation. Be-
tween 2014 and 2018 in San Francisco, 
calls about human feces doubled to 
20,933. $100 million was spent on street 
cleaning in 2019 alone. In a 3-year span, 
the city replaced 300 lampposts cor-
roded by urine. The overall condition 
in many areas is something that no 
American should ever have to experi-
ence, especially kids walking to school. 

Speaking of kids, the San Francisco 
Unified School District has the second 
widest achievement gap of any school 
district in California with over 5,000 
students. A CalMatters investigation 
from 2017 found that San Francisco had 
the worst Black student achievement 
rate of any county in California. Just 
19 percent of Black students in San 
Francisco passed the State’s reading 
test compared with 31 percent State-
wide. This was before COVID. While 
California was last in the Nation in 
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getting students back to school, San 
Francisco was worst of all, keeping 
schools closed not only in 2020 but 
through the end of the 2020–2021 school 
year. 

While they refused to actually oper-
ate schools, the district instead spent 
time on a commission to rename them, 
even proposing taking Abraham Lin-
coln’s name off of an elementary 
school. The district then came up with 
a scheme to scam the State by pre-
tending to open for the last 2 weeks of 
the school year in order to get millions 
of dollars in extra funding. Predict-
ably, test scores have since plummeted 
even further. 

The citizens of San Francisco, by the 
way, responded by recalling three of 
the school board members from office, 
each by over 70 percent of the vote. 

b 1330 

A fifth issue is bureaucracy. It costs 
an estimated $100,000 to build one tiny 
home for the homeless, 10 times more 
than even other places in the bay area. 
Almost $1.2 million is the cost to build 
a single unit of affordable housing. 

This is the city where it takes 87 per-
mits, a thousand days of meetings, and 
$500,000 in fees to build residential 
housing projects. San Franciscan poli-
ticians boast that they brought home 
the bacon when they brought home a 
$1.7 million taxpayer-funded toilet. 

As the San Francisco Chronicle puts 
it: ‘‘San Francisco’s bureaucracy isn’t 
just incompetent and comically ineffi-
cient. It is a corrupting force in our 
city life.’’ 

They say: ‘‘Spiritually, yes. But also 
literally.’’ They call it ‘‘corruption 
born of needlessly complicated govern-
ment bureaucracy.’’ 

The public transportation system is a 
model of mismanagement, with the 
Bay Area Rapid Transit facing a $1.1 
billion deficit over 5 years with trains 
that are dangerous to ride and that 
rarely show up on time. No wonder rid-
ership has plummeted and they are 
projecting a $728 million deficit for the 
city as a whole over a span of 2 fiscal 
years. 

Finally, there is the cost of living. A 
survey from the Economist Intel-
ligence Unit found that San Francisco 
is 1 of the 10 most expensive cities to 
live in, in the world. The average rent 
for a one-bedroom apartment is over 
$3,500. According to data from the Cali-
fornia Association of Realtors, a San 
Franciscan needs to make nearly 
$400,000 to buy a median-income home. 
The cost of utilities, groceries, and 
other goods is also well above the na-
tional average. 

The city has simply become 
unaffordable for far too many people. 

Now, this is the political situation. 
This is the reality on the ground in 
San Francisco, and it is directly linked 
to the political culture of radicalism 
that has developed in that city over 
the course of the last, say, one and a 
half decades. What is truly alarming is 
that many of the people who have had 

positions of leadership, like Gavin 
Newsom, KAMALA HARRIS, and NANCY 
PELOSI, have assumed greater power 
over our State and over our country. 

Indeed, California has seen its own 
population decline significantly. In 
fact, we led the Nation in outbound U- 
Haul rentals over the course of 4 years. 
Many of those problems I just dis-
cussed for San Francisco started to be-
come problems for the entire State and 
are indeed now starting to become 
problems for the entire country. 

I personally believe it is not too late 
to turn that particular city around. 
For proof, look at the communities of 
my district. While California as a 
whole is declining and 53 out of 58 of its 
counties are declining, the vast major-
ity of my district is growing. Placer 
County and Folsom, for instance, are 
growing as much as anywhere in the 
State. Our communities are rated 
among the best in California to live, 
raise a family, and retire. 

While California, as I said, leads the 
Nation in U-Haul departures, Roseville 
is the second-place city in the entire 
country in U-Haul arrivals. Many of 
the people leaving San Francisco, in 
fact, come to my district for safer com-
munities, a more affordable cost of liv-
ing, better schools, and an overall qual-
ity of life. 

We still face headwinds of misguided 
policies enacted on the State level, but 
we strive to use the tools of local gov-
ernance and community partnerships 
to do what is best for our citizens. This 
is the model that our State should 
strive for, and it is the model that 
many other States are following. It is 
the model for our country to reverse 
the policies that have gotten us so off 
track in 3 years. 

If we are going to get ourselves back 
on the right trajectory as a country, 
then we should, indeed, look to San 
Francisco as a model, but it is a model 
of precisely what not to do. 

ADDRESSING HOMELESSNESS 
Mr. KILEY. Mr. Speaker, I share 

some news out of California just today 
where Governor Gavin Newsom has 
issued an executive order for State offi-
cials to begin dismantling thousands of 
homeless encampments on State prop-
erties and also encouraging local juris-
dictions to do the same thing. 

Mr. Speaker, this is in response to 
the Supreme Court’s recent decision in 
the Grants Pass case. I asked the Su-
preme Court to do what it did in an 
amicus brief—that is to say, overturn a 
misguided Ninth Circuit decision and 
give our communities back the power 
to deal with homeless encampments 
and to have commonsense limits on the 
public spaces where they can be. 

It is important to note that Governor 
Newsom did not join me in those ef-
forts. He did file his own brief, but he 
explicitly opposed overturning this 
lower court decision that has hand-
cuffed our local communities’ ability 
to deal with homelessness. 

I am glad to see now that the deci-
sion came out as it did and the Court 

sided with my view as opposed to his, 
he is seeing the benefits of the decision 
and is apparently ordering the State to 
deal with homeless encampments in as 
much as it can within its jurisdiction 
and encouraging local jurisdictions to 
do the same. 

I know that, in my district, we al-
ready have had communities that have 
done a very good job limiting home-
lessness within the constraints that 
they have, but this decision is going to 
provide a new set of tools to address 
the problem in a more comprehensive 
and compassionate way. 

There are other parts of California, 
such as San Francisco, where the 
homeless situation has gotten totally 
out of control. At least to their credit, 
some of the political leaders there have 
now realized that they no longer have 
an excuse now that the Supreme Court 
has ruled. 

Mayor London Breed of San Fran-
cisco has announced she will be under-
taking ‘‘very aggressive’’ sweeps of 
homeless encampments in that city. 
We are also hearing of action coming 
soon potentially in Oakland and in 
other cities across California. 

I did an amicus brief in this case, 
calling on the Court to rule as it did 
because I believed it could be a new day 
for California. The issue of homeless 
encampments on our streets and side-
walks, in our parks, and on the paths of 
families walking their children to 
school or going to the grocery store 
has been one of the biggest problems 
facing our State. It has been causing 
communities to deteriorate. It has 
been associated with crime, sexual as-
sault, waste, fires, disease, and many 
other problems. 

It has also manifested a complete 
lack of compassion for the homeless in-
dividuals themselves who oftentimes 
don’t go to shelters when available be-
cause they are struggling with sub-
stance abuse issues and mental health 
issues. 

This Court decision is giving back to 
our communities the ability to place 
commonsense restrictions on where 
homeless encampments can set up in 
order to protect order, safety, and pub-
lic health while also allowing the tools 
to connect these individuals with the 
services they need to turn their lives 
around, whether that is substance 
abuse treatment, mental health treat-
ment, other forms of counseling, fam-
ily reunification, job training, and the 
like. 

It has been shown time and time 
again that that is the way to help peo-
ple turn their lives around and get 
back on their feet, whereas allowing 
people to simply live, fester, and all 
too often tragically die on our streets 
has proven to be a disastrous policy. 
Indeed, it has gotten to the point 
where California, at this time, has 
about half the unsheltered homeless in 
the entire country. 

I do believe that this Court decision 
that has just come down, combined 
with our efforts to restore con-
sequences for criminal activity with 
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what is now being called Prop 36, really 
can be a path back to sanity and a new 
day for California. 

I am glad to see that the Governor 
has at least recognized the potential of 
this Court decision, and I encourage 
him to make good on these promises to 
deal with the State’s own issues when 
it comes to State property and provide 
encouragement for local jurisdictions 
to do the right thing while respecting 
their autonomy and flexibility to meet 
the needs of their communities as they 
see best. 

HONORING LOU CONTER 
Mr. KILEY. Mr. Speaker, a few 

months ago, we lost a true hero in my 
district, Lou Conter, who passed away 
at the age of 103 and was the last sur-
vivor of the attack on the USS Arizona 
at Pearl Harbor. 

I have just introduced legislation to 
honor the memory of Commander 
Conter by naming the Department of 
Veterans Affairs community-based out-
patient clinic in Auburn, California, as 
the Lou A. Conter VA Clinic. 

I will share with folks in my district 
and across the country, since this is a 
true American hero, the text of this 
resolution. 

‘‘Be it enacted by the Senate and 
House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assem-
bled, Congress finds the following: 

‘‘Louis ‘Lou’ Anthony Conter was 
born on September 13, 1921, in Ojibwa, 
Wisconsin. 

‘‘Lieutenant Commander Lou Conter, 
the last remaining survivor of the at-
tack on the USS Arizona at Pearl Har-
bor, was an American hero. 

‘‘On that fateful day, Petty Officer 
Conter helped evacuate shipmates who 
were blinded, wounded, or burned, even 
restraining some of his fellow ship-
mates from jumping overboard into the 
burning sea. 

‘‘In the days after the attack, he 
helped with recovering bodies and put-
ting out fires. Lou Conter’s heroic ac-
tions saved the lives of many of his 
shipmates on December 7, 1941. 

‘‘Following Pearl Harbor, Conter con-
tinued serving during World War II in 
New Guinea and in Europe as an en-
listed naval aviation pilot assigned to 
VP–11, a ‘Black Cat’ Squadron. 

‘‘Lou Conter would be awarded with 
the Distinguished Flying Cross for ac-
tively taking part in the rescue of 219 
Australians trapped by Japanese troops 
in New Guinea. 

‘‘Later, in the Korean war, he served 
on the USS Bon Homme Richard as both 
an intelligence officer and a Navy avia-
tion pilot. Following his service in the 
Korean war, he served as a military in-
telligence adviser to three Presidents: 
Dwight D. Eisenhower, John F. Ken-
nedy, and Lyndon B. Johnson. 

‘‘During the 1950s, Lou Conter played 
a prominent role in the establishment 
and development of the Navy Survival, 
Evasion, Resistance and Escape train-
ing program. 

‘‘In addition to the Distinguished 
Flying Cross, he was awarded the Navy 

Commendation Medal and became the 
first recipient of the USS Arizona 
Medal of Freedom. 

‘‘Louis Conter retired from the Navy 
in 1967 after serving 28 years as a lieu-
tenant commander. 

‘‘Following his retirement, he gener-
ously gave his time to share his per-
sonal experiences at veterans’ cere-
monies and by giving lectures to stu-
dents. 

‘‘Lieutenant Commander Conter’s 
lectures were popular with generations 
of local students who were equally fas-
cinated and enthralled by his first-per-
son accounts. 

‘‘He is eminently deserving of rec-
ognition for his decades of service to a 
grateful nation. 

‘‘Lieutenant Commander Conter 
passed away in Grass Valley, Cali-
fornia, on April 1, 2024. 

‘‘The Department of Veterans Affairs 
community-based outpatient clinic in 
Auburn, California, shall after the date 
of the enactment of this act be known 
and designated at the ‘Louis A. Conter 
VA Clinic.’ Any reference to such clinic 
in any law, regulation, map, document, 
record, or other paper of the United 
States shall be considered to be a ref-
erence to the Louis A. Conter VA Clin-
ic.’’ 

COMMENDING INTERNS 
Mr. KILEY. Mr. Speaker, on National 

Intern Day, I recognize my three sum-
mer interns, who graciously came all 
the way from the great State of Cali-
fornia to our Nation’s Capital to serve 
in my Washington, D.C., office. 

Amelia Sanchez recently graduated 
from Long Island University and was 
also a student athlete who shares a 
passion for public service. I commend 
her for the hard work that she has 
done, and I wish her all the best in her 
future endeavors. 

The second intern I commend is 
Kevin Scanlan from Grass Valley, Cali-
fornia, who recently completed his 
freshman year at Harvard. He pre-
viously distinguished himself as one of 
my top-performing interns during my 
2022 election campaign for the House. 
His outstanding contributions were 
recognized statewide in California, cul-
minating in the 2023 Kinder Award for 
exceptional campaign internship expe-
rience. 

Following his graduation from Forest 
Lake Christian High School, Kevin pur-
sued his studies in economics and gov-
ernment at Harvard College. He is 
deeply passionate about local govern-
ance and remains dedicated to fully 
representing and advocating for con-
stituents to the best of his abilities. 

Finally, I commend one of my long-
est-serving interns, Raghava 
Kodavatikanti. Raghava is a resident 
of Folsom, California, and recently 
wrapped up his freshman year at 
UCLA. 

Even throughout his academic suc-
cess, Raghava interned with my office 
while I was in the California Legisla-
ture and served in my district office 
last summer. 

I truly could not be prouder of these 
three young men and women who have 
been outstanding public servants and 
have done such a tremendous job for 
our office. They have tremendously 
positive attitudes. They are smart. 
They are dedicated. They understand 
the importance of the work they do, 
the responsibility that comes with 
working for a congressional office, and 
the responsibility that runs between us 
and constituents. 

I look forward to hearing all about 
their academic success and look for-
ward to following what is to come next 
in their respective futures. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

f 

SENATE ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED 

The Speaker announced his signature 
to enrolled bills of the Senate of the 
following titles: 

S. 227.—An act to amend title 28, United 
States Code, to provide an additional place 
for holding court for the Pecos Division of 
the Western District of Texas, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 1973.—An act to require the purchase of 
domestically made flags of the United States 
of America for use by the Federal Govern-
ment. 

S. 3249.—An act to designate the out-
patient clinic of the Department of Veterans 
Affairs in Wyandotte County, Kansas City, 
Kansas, as the ‘‘Captain Elwin Shopteese VA 
Clinic’’. 

S. 3285.—An act to rename the community- 
based outpatient clinic of the Department of 
Veterans Affairs in Butte, Montana, as the 
‘‘Charlie Dowd VA Clinic’’. 

S. 3706.—An act to amend section 3663A of 
title 18, United States Code, to clarify that 
restitution includes necessary and reason-
able expenses incurred by a person who has 
assumed the victim’s rights. 

S. 4548.—An act to make a technical cor-
rection to the National Defense Authoriza-
tion Act for Fiscal Year 2024 by repealing 
section 5101 and enacting an updated version 
of the Foreign Extortion Prevention Act. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
ROSENDALE). Pursuant to section 3(z) of 
House Resolution 5, the House stands 
adjourned until 11:30 a.m. tomorrow. 

Thereupon (at 1 o’clock and 44 min-
utes p.m.), under its previous order, the 
House adjourned until tomorrow, Fri-
day, July 26, 2024, at 11:30 a.m. 

f 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON 
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 

Under clause 2 of rule XIII, reports of 
committees were delivered to the Clerk 
for printing and reference to the proper 
calendar, as follows: 

Mr. LUCAS: Committee on Science, Space, 
and Technology. H.R. 6213. A bill to reau-
thorize the National Quantum Initiative Act, 
and for other purposes; with an amendment 
(Rept. 118–612). Referred to the Committee of 
the Whole House on the state of the Union. 

f 

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 

Under clause 2 of rule XII, public 
bills and resolutions of the following 
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