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Ms. KAMLAGER-DOVE. Madam
Speaker, I rise today to celebrate the
Black women who won big at the 66th
Grammy Awards, which were held in
the heart of my district.

Best Album nominee SZA came away
with awards for Best Progressive R&B
Album, Best R&B Song, and Best Pop
Duo/Group Performance.

Victoria Monet became the third
Black woman in 4 years to take home
the Grammy for Best New Artist, fol-
lowing Samara Joy, who won Best Jazz
Performance this year, and Megan
Thee Stallion.

At the age of 22, Tyla became the
youngest South African artist in his-
tory to win the Best African Music
Performance award for her mega-hit,
“Water.”

Coco Jones came away with Best
R&B Performance.

Still, the biggest awards—Best
Album, Record of the Year, and Song of
the Year—are seldom won by Black
women. As Jay Z alluded to, a Black
woman has not won the top prize, Best
Album, in 25 years.

I mean, how much lemonade do we
have to make?

————

NEED FOR ISRAEL
SUPPLEMENTAL APPROPRIATIONS

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. LAMALFA. Madam Speaker, I
rise before the House tonight in sup-
port of the Israel Security Supple-
mental Appropriations Act.

Israel has been our longtime ally,
and they need us more than ever at
this point with the unwarranted,
unprovoked attacks that happened on
October 7 to many, many innocent peo-
ple by the terrorist group Hamas and
others that they are surrounded by in
their country.

Israel has been under attack since
the first moment of its existence in the
1940s, and even going back a millennia.

Israel is a fantastic partner in devel-
oping new technologies, improved med-
ical technology, improved medicines,
improved drip irrigation, and improved
missile defense systems. They are a
great partner with us and, indeed, a
shining beacon in the Middle East as a
representative republic unlike any
other there.

Even Arab Israelis would rather live
in Israel than in some of those other
places because they know it is good,
right, and just.

It is our obligation—indeed, it is our
privilege—to stand with Israel as an
ally in their time of great need.

Madam Speaker, we need to get over
ourselves a little bit around here and
step forward and get this work done.

———

FIGHTING TO FUND UKRAINE, TAI-
WAN, AND HUMANITARIAN AID
TO PALESTINIANS
(Mr. LANDSMAN asked and was

given permission to address the House
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for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. LANDSMAN. Madam Speaker, I
rise today in absolute disbelief and
genuine disgust with what the Speaker
did tonight.

He knowingly allowed a bill to fail
that would have provided critical sup-
port for our troops fighting terrorism
in Iraq and Syria and for critical sup-
port for Israel. He did it because he
wanted to embarrass Democrats.

He also intentionally left out much-
needed humanitarian aid for Palestin-
ians in Gaza, essential support for
Ukraine, and essential support for Tai-
wan. He chose this horrific, dangerous
new brand of partisan politics over our
troops, our allies, and millions in need.

The fact that Palestinians need hu-
manitarian aid, Ukraine needs to de-
fend itself against Putin, and Taiwan
needs support against China is abso-
lutely of no interest to the Speaker.

Representative GOLDMAN and I at-
tempted to amend this bill to include
aid for all three, but we were denied.

We will keep fighting to fund
Ukraine, Taiwan, and humanitarian
aid to Palestinians in Gaza. This is
what the American people want. It is
what our global partners need. It is
what this moment requires of us.

———

SALUTING CHIEF BOBBY HUGHES
OF THE EAST MEADOW FIRE DE-
PARTMENT

(Mr. D’ESPOSITO asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. D’ESPOSITO. Madam Speaker, 1
rise this evening to salute the long,
storied career of Chief Bobby Hughes of
the East Meadow Fire Department. He
has been in the Nassau County Fire
Service for over 40 years.

He rose through the ranks, becoming
the chief of the department from 1997
to 1998. He was instrumental in form-
ing the East Meadow Fire Department
Chiefs Association.

He is the current band leader of the
Nassau County Firefighters Pipes and
Drums and led that very band down
Pennsylvania Avenue for the inaugura-
tion of President Trump.

He joined the Nassau County Fire
Service Academy as an instructor in
2003 and has risen through the ranks.

This week, he will walk out of the
Nassau County Fire Service Academy
for the last time as the chief instruc-
tor. He has made it a beacon of edu-
cation and training, not just in Nassau
County but across the country.

Madam Speaker, I join the Nassau
County Fire Service in saluting Chief
Bobby Hughes and thanking him for
his career in keeping our county safe
and training the future of the fire serv-
ice.

————

PAYING TRIBUTE TO FALLEN
SERVICEMEMBERS

(Ms. KAPTUR asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
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minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. KAPTUR. Madam Speaker, I rise
to pay tribute to the ultimate sacrifice
made by five of our Nation’s most he-
roic men and women in uniform. Each
was defending liberty in dangerous ter-
ritory, and each possessed raw courage,
selflessness, and total dedication to
duty for the sake of our Nation. Each
of us is privileged to live under lib-
erty’s umbrella because of them.

Special Warfare Operator First Class
Christopher Chambers and Navy Spe-
cial Warfare Operator Second Class Na-
than Ingram were lost far from home
in rough waters on the Red Sea on Jan-
uary 11.

Then, 17 days later, on January 28, an
enemy drone targeted Tower 22 in Jor-
dan. The drone operated by Iranian-
backed militia terrorists wounded
more than 40 U.S. servicemembers,
killing 3 of America’s finest: Staff Ser-
geant William Rivers, Specialist Ken-
nedy Sanders, and Specialist Breonna
Moffett.

While all five hailed from different
hometowns, they served together for
one united purpose: liberty, defending
America against all enemies, foreign
and domestic.

These brave soldiers and sailors were
guarding us against the hastening spi-
derweb of terrorism and tyranny half-
way around the world.

Let us pay homage and honor each of
these young men and women for their
ultimate sacrifice. May they rest in
peace.

May God bless America.

Madam Speaker, I include in the
RECORD my guest essay.

GUEST ESSAY: ESTABLISHING ‘GAZA-PALES-
TINIAN PROTECTORATE’ WOULD GO A LONG
WAY

(By U.S. Rep. Marcy Kaptur)

Halfway around the world, the war between
Hamas’ terrorist units and Israel is a pierc-
ing global tragedy. It demands a global re-
sponse. Yet, ‘“‘Peace and Justice’” have elud-
ed solution in this troubled region for over a
century. It will be even harder to achieve
after this conflagration ends. The extraor-
dinary death toll will resound for genera-
tions forward. How does one create a lasting
peace borne of such fierce, enduring hatreds?

The invasion Hamas’ fighters launched
from Palestinian Gaza into Israel on Oct. 7,
2023 broke the cease-fire that had tensely
hung over that very troubled region. More
than 1,200 innocent Israeli civilians were
slaughtered in a barbaric attack, with more
than 100 Israeli and some American hostages
still remaining in captivity. More than
250,000 Israelis were evacuated and displaced
from their homes. In Gaza, 1.7 million
Gazans have subsequently been displaced
with Hamas health officials claiming more
than 25,000 civilians dead, and more than
60,000 injured with two-thirds of the victims
being women and children.

How does any army defeat a hostile enemy
positioned amidst a civilian population and
underground in a vast ‘“‘bunker city’’ with
miles of interconnected tunnels, dug for pur-
poses of war, not peace?

Over 140,000 Hezbollah terrorist forces sup-
plied by Iran, are positioned in southern Leb-
anon, shooting rockets down on Israel now.
It is no accident Yemen’s terrorist Houthi
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adherents, also supplied by Iran, have been
purposefully shelling private cargo ships as
well as targeting U.S. naval vessels in the
Red Sea to disrupt global trade in this con-
flicted region. Russia’s role in exacerbating
resurgent unrest was made clear when top
Gen. Sergei Shoigu recently visited Iran.
And a Hamas delegation was in Moscow not
long after it attacked Israel.

Across the Middle East, a spiderweb of ter-
rorism is hastening, hell-bent on evil. Ira-
nian drones and missiles are being used
against Ukraine, Israel, the United States,
and our allies in Iraq, Pakistan, Syria, and
Jordan. North Korean missiles are likewise
in use against Ukraine. The global distinc-
tion between tyranny and liberty could not
be clearer. The world community of nations
must not allow terrorist forces enabled by
Iran and Russia to foment unrest and car-
nage. The sacred boundaries of nations must
be respected, defended, and enforced.

The history of the Middle East instructs
that former adversarial nations can make
peace among themselves. For nearly five
decades, dating back to my days of service in
the Carter administration, proposals for a
two-State solution have been advanced for
Israel and Palestine.

Ironically, the depth and brutality of this
present conflict may create an opening for a
far-reaching solution. If the world commu-
nity could spend as much money on peace as
it has on war, both the Israelis and Palestin-
ians could have thriving homelands.

To move forward, I propose that the United
Nations, or a coalition of willing nations,
begin to negotiate a ‘‘Gaza-Palestinian Pro-
tectorate.” The parties involved should aim
to negotiate a long-lasting solution to the
conflict in Gaza, address challenges in the
West Bank, and divide the contested terri-
tory securing their existence with an Inter-
national Multilateral Security Force to sep-
arate warring factions.

If the civilized world could achieve this
with a divided Korea, why not with Palestine
and Israel?

The goals of the Protectorate would be
fourfold:

(1) an international coalition of nations
should be assembled and involved in orga-
nizing its administration and staffing;

(2) Gaza would be demilitarized of weapons,
war, tunnels, and fortifications;

(3) Hamas would have no role, politically,
administratively, or economically;

(4) Palestinians from Gaza should be in-
volved in the administration of the Protec-
torate’s on-site operations, including its po-
lice forces.

The Protectorate would have three imme-
diate tasks. The first would be to quickly se-
cure resources and provide food, water, shel-
ter, and medical care to the almost 2.3 mil-
lion people of Gaza.

The second is to provide an international
military coalition that can demilitarize
Gaza as quickly as possible. Gaza must never
again be a threat to its neighbors.

The third is to physically separate Gaza
and Israel, by creating a demilitarized zone
between the two, that is virtually impen-
etrable, as is the DMZ between North and
South Korea. As part of the separation, the
infrastructure to provide water, sewage
treatment, and energy needed by Gaza
should be located in Gaza and staffed by the
people of Gaza.

One of the long-term missions could be to
rebuild what is now a destroyed area under a
new vision of peace and prosperity. Gaza has
many undeveloped resources, the primary of
which is its land and location. While small in
size, Gaza is located in one of the most at-
tractive parts of the Mediterranean, with
miles of undeveloped, beautiful beaches that
could become a recreational center of the re-
gion.
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With peace and stability, Gaza could be-
come a financial and economic hub that at-
tracts capital and businesses from around
the world. Gaza and the West Bank have the
thousands of workers needed to rebuild what
has been destroyed along with necessary
staff to renew the economy. A ‘‘Gaza Devel-
opment Authority’” as part of the Protec-
torate could create and administer a long-
term development plan to bring prosperity
and transparency that would forestall the
corruption that so often accompanies unfet-
tered development.

Hope must arise from this cruel war. Old
diplomacy, and old solutions should be
shelved. They should be replaced with a for-
ward-looking approach that could bring
peace, justice, and prosperity to this war-
torn region. Succeeding would give hope to a
civilized world that hungers for peace in
these troubled lands.

———

SUPPORTING ISRAEL, UKRAINE,
AND TAIWAN

(Mr. COHEN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. COHEN. Madam Speaker, the
skullduggery of the Speaker of the
House was on display today. He has no
real interest in helping Israel. He has
interest in scoring political points with
Donald Trump. He used Israel to do
that today, and he did it a month ago.

A month ago or so, he said he would
support aid to Israel if it was set off
with $13 million or $14 million in cuts
to the IRS, which would have only ben-
efited the wealthiest tax cheats in our
country. To condition aid to Israel on
helping out rich tax cheats is des-
picable, and the skullduggery today
was to separate Israel from Ukraine, a
country similar to Israel that is being
invaded by Russia to try to deny its
territorial integrity and to commit a
genocide, just as Hamas has tried to
commit a genocide in Israel.

I support Israel. I also support help-
ing with humanitarian aid the people
in Gaza who have been hurt, injured, or
killed. I also support helping Ukraine
for having Russia do the same thing. I
also support Taiwan.

I do not support the Speaker. He is a
man without good faith.

———

PRAISING ILWACO COMMUNITY
RESILIENCY

(Ms. PEREZ asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. PEREZ. Madam Speaker, I rise
today in praise of the resilience of my
community in southwest Washington.

Last month, a fire broke out at one
of two seafood processing facilities
near the Port of Ilwaco in my district.
In the aftermath of the catastrophic
fire, the unity and support dem-
onstrated by the Ilwaco community
have been remarkable.

Whereas lesser men would have seen
an opportunity for competitive advan-
tage, these folks chose to stand to-
gether and see each other as neighbors,
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lending out crab pots to each other,
which they didn’t have to do.

I am incredibly grateful to come
from a community that supports each
other in the wake of a tragedy. Their
community spirit is a competitive ad-
vantage that money cannot buy and
natural disasters cannot shake.

I extend my thanks to the brave first
responders who responded to the fire.
Several of them were treated for heat
exhaustion, a testament to their tire-
less effort in combating the blaze for
hours.

I also recognize the folks in Ilwaco
who stepped up to help local crabbers,
dropping off sandwiches and shipping
up crab pots from as far as California
and Alaska.

Rebuilding and recovery will take
time. They will never get back those
hours of sleep, the heartache, or the
monetary loss, but their moral fiber
has been revealed in a way that is du-
rable and will strengthen the commu-
nity. It is its own reward.

Madam Speaker, I stand with them
in their fight, and I am so grateful for
their leadership.

——
O 1915
FUNDING FOR ALL IN NEED

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Madam Speaker,
the American people might wonder just
what happened here today.

Well, first of all, the southern border
deal never got anywhere, and all of the
logistics and all of the cloak and dag-
ger and what was going to be in it
failed to even get the attention of the
Speaker of this House or any of the Re-
publican Members.

Yet, all of a sudden, an unfounded
legislative initiative that was allegedly
to advocate for the needs of the people
in the Mideast wound up on the floor of
the House. You wonder what we did
today. It wound up on the floor of the
House with no conscience, no thought,
no commitment, and that is why I was
not able to vote for it.

I was willing to join an amended ini-
tiative to ensure that all of the people
that are in need in the Mideast would
be taken care of; that we would have
the funding for Israel; that we would
have the funding for the Palestinians
and the aid that is needed in Gaza and
the ability to deal with the crisis of
debt that they have been facing; that
we would have the money for Taiwan;
and, yes, that we would have the
money for Ukraine.

I have been to the border of Ukraine.
I have seen the violence against the
children. I have seen Russia steal chil-
dren. I have seen parents die in the
streets. It is necessary that we do this
right, and that is funding for all of
those that are in need, and do it now.

The Speaker of the House needs to
work in a professional way for the
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