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CONGRATULATING CENTRAL 

MOUNTAIN HIGH SCHOOL 

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to recognize 
Central Mountain High School’s wins 
at the National Leadership and Skills 
Conference. 

Recently, Central Mountain High 
School students traveled to Atlanta, 
Georgia, to compete at the SkillsUSA’s 
National Leadership and Skills Con-
ference, where they achieved remark-
able success. 

New alumna Sofia Dressler took 
home the national title in related tech-
nical math. Sofia is a gifted mathe-
matician, already taking math courses 
at Commonwealth University in Lock 
Haven and has worked through cal-
culus 3 up to number theory. 

Additionally, three Central Mountain 
High School rising seniors—Ellen 
Banfill, Emily Everett, and Samantha 
Streator—placed eighth nationally in 
the community service competition. 
Their community service project cen-
tered around the Stop the Bleed na-
tional awareness campaign, aimed to 
equip their community with supplies 
and knowledge to provide immediate 
emergency care for life-threatening 
bleeding after a traumatic injury. 
These four young women have already 
demonstrated academic excellence and 
a strong sense of community. 

Congratulations to Sofia, Ellen, 
Emily, and Samantha on their achieve-
ments. Students like themselves are 
the future of this great Nation. 

f 

EXPRESSING MY OUTRAGE 

(Mrs. RAMIREZ asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Mrs. RAMIREZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
to express my outrage on the eve of 
Prime Minister Netanyahu’s joint ad-
dress. 

His address is a slap in the face to 
the thousands and thousands of Ameri-
cans who have been demanding a cease- 
fire, the people of conscience opposed 
to U.S.-supplied bombs killing women 
and children, and the 12 U.S. Govern-
ment officials who have resigned pro-
testing the national security and moral 
crisis our policies are creating. 

We cannot work toward peace while 
giving a war criminal the floor or exert 
moral authority while supporting the 
killing of children and civilians nor de-
fend national interests while eroding 
our relationships across the world. 

We must listen to the American peo-
ple and our officials and diplomats, 
like Major Harrison Mann, who will be 
standing with me tomorrow to demand 
the administration and our leadership 
change course. 

I hear them. What they say is: Not 
one more bomb, not one more dollar, 

not one more excuse for Netanyahu’s 
atrocities. 

f 

WHAT AMERICA MEANS TO CODY 
SMITH 

(Mr. ALFORD asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. ALFORD. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate our top 10 speech 
writers for this year’s Missouri’s 
Fourth Congressional Speech Competi-
tion. They were chosen to write speech-
es on what America means to them. 
Today we are recognizing Cody Smith 
from Sturgeon High School in Boone 
County, Missouri. 

America represents many different things 
to different people, depending on their back-
grounds, experiences, and perspectives. For 
me, it embodies a variety of values such as 
equality, opportunity, and above all, free-
dom. 

America is a land of opportunity where 
simple hard work and determination can 
lead to success. America represents a melt-
ing pot of cultures, where anyone and every-
one can come together and thrive in har-
mony. It is a beacon of hope and possibility 
where individuals can forge their own paths 
and make meaningful contributions to their 
country. 

There is no other country in the world that 
I would rather call home than America. 

I couldn’t agree more with Cody. 
f 

RURAL HEALTH GROUP 
WELCOMES MEDICAL RESIDENTS 

(Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, eastern North Carolina com-
munities face the greatest healthcare 
disparities of any area in our State. I 
am super excited to share that the 
Rural Health Group welcomed the dy-
namic inaugural class of medical resi-
dents to Roanoke Rapids, including 
Onyenyechi Joy Onyeanuna, Tanweer 
Hoosen, and Tochukwu Okafor. 

Such pioneers will pave the way for a 
future filled with improved health out-
comes for our community. Their deci-
sion to join this incredible program is 
a testament to their dedication and 
passion to serving those most in need. 
Their class will forever hold a special 
place in Roanoke Rapids’ history. We 
are incredibly grateful for their com-
mitment and looking forward to seeing 
their positive impact. 

f 

SECRET SERVICE 
ACCOUNTABILITY 

(Mr. ROSE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. ROSE. Mr. Speaker, the Amer-
ican people continue to learn about the 
security failures leading up to the as-
sassination attempt on President Don-
ald Trump. They deserve to know what 

happened and that this will never hap-
pen again. 

Yesterday, Secret Service Director 
Kimberly Cheatle testified in the 
House Oversight Committee after being 
subpoenaed. Her testimony should have 
been voluntary, as times such as these 
require transparency. Nevertheless, 
House Members, on a bipartisan basis, 
are committed to getting to the bot-
tom of what happened that awful day 
in Pennsylvania. 

I commend the heroism exhibited by 
the agents working the President’s se-
curity detail, yet the agency and its 
leadership for which they serve must 
be held accountable. With more than $3 
billion in annual funding, a would-be 
assassin should never have been able to 
fire multiple rounds at a Presidential 
candidate from the top of a roof just 
147 yards away. This is unacceptable. 

f 

RISING COST OF AUTO INSURANCE 
(Ms. TLAIB asked and was given per-

mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. TLAIB. Mr. Speaker, across our 
Nation, the cost of auto insurance has 
increased by an average of 26 percent in 
the last year alone. In my district, Mr. 
Speaker, Detroiters still pay the high-
est auto insurance rates in the Nation, 
leaving many of our families strug-
gling to make ends meet. Even through 
and across the 12th Congressional Dis-
trict, in Oakland and Wayne Counties, 
we can see some rates going up as high 
as 40 percent. 

While rent, utilities, gas, and other 
living expenses are deducted from a 
household’s income to enable more 
families to qualify for Federal assist-
ance that they need, it is outrageous, 
and I am taken aback and shocked, 
that auto insurance is currently not 
considered an expense. 

How is it that 49 out of 50 States re-
quire drivers to have auto insurance, 
yet the cost is not factored into the 
cost-of-living formula for applying for 
Federal assistance in our country? 

This is why I introduced the Auto In-
surance Expense Relief Act. This bill 
corrects that injustice by including the 
cost of auto insurance to qualify for 
critical programs like food assistance, 
health coverage, and housing support. I 
ask that my colleagues join me in pass-
ing this important legislation. 

f 

CONGRATULATING PETER 
MATTHIESSEN 

(Mr. CLINE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. CLINE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to commend Captain Peter 
Matthiessen, a dedicated 13-year vet-
eran firefighter serving the city of Roa-
noke. Captain Matthiessen’s excep-
tional service has earned him the es-
teemed Veterans of Foreign Wars Na-
tional Firefighter of the Year Award. 

Nominated by the local VFW Post 
1264, Captain Matthiessen’s leadership 
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in organizing the annual Roanoke 9/11 
Memorial Stair Climb has been instru-
mental. Working alongside First Lieu-
tenant Stephen Curry, Captain Robert 
Reid, and retired Battalion Chief Matt 
Dewhirst, this team has brought a 
cherished tradition to the Roanoke 
Valley. For a decade now, the event 
has drawn around 300 participants and 
raises $25,000 for the National Fallen 
Firefighters Foundation annually. 

The 9/11 Memorial Stair Climb chal-
lenges participants to climb the equiv-
alent of 110 stories of the World Trade 
Center, thus honoring the 343 fire-
fighters who made the ultimate sac-
rifice on September 11, 2001. 

I congratulate Captain Matthiessen’s 
humble dedication to this mission and 
his continued service to his community 
as well as all those who participate 
year after year in the 9/11 Memorial 
Stair Climb. May we never forget. 

f 

b 0915 

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION 
OF H.R. 8997, ENERGY AND 
WATER DEVELOPMENT AND RE-
LATED AGENCIES APPROPRIA-
TIONS ACT, 2025; AND PROVIDING 
FOR CONSIDERATION OF H.R. 
8998, DEPARTMENT OF THE INTE-
RIOR, ENVIRONMENT, AND RE-
LATED AGENCIES APPROPRIA-
TIONS ACT, 2025 
Mrs. FISCHBACH. Mr. Speaker, by 

direction of the Committee on Rules, I 
call up House Resolution 1370 and ask 
for its immediate consideration. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 1370 
Resolved, That at any time after adoption 

of this resolution the Speaker may, pursuant 
to clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare the 
House resolved into the Committee of the 
Whole House on the state of the Union for 
consideration of the bill (H.R. 8997) making 
appropriations for energy and water develop-
ment and related agencies for the fiscal year 
ending September 30, 2025, and for other pur-
poses. The first reading of the bill shall be 
dispensed with. All points of order against 
consideration of the bill are waived. General 
debate shall be confined to the bill and shall 
not exceed one hour equally divided and con-
trolled by the chair and ranking minority 
member of the Committee on Appropriations 
or their respective designees. After general 
debate the bill shall be considered for 
amendment under the five-minute rule. An 
amendment in the nature of a substitute 
consisting of the text of Rules Committee 
Print 118–42 shall be considered as adopted in 
the House and in the Committee of the 
Whole. The bill, as amended, shall be consid-
ered as the original bill for the purpose of 
further amendment under the five-minute 
rule and shall be considered as read. All 
points of order against provisions in the bill, 
as amended, are waived. 

SEC. 2. (a) No further amendment to H.R. 
8997, as amended, shall be in order except 
those printed in part A of the report of the 
Committee on Rules accompanying this res-
olution, amendments en bloc described in 
section 3 of this resolution, and pro forma 
amendments described in section 4 of this 
resolution. 

(b) Each further amendment printed in 
part A of the report of the Committee on 

Rules shall be considered only in the order 
printed in the report, may be offered only by 
a Member designated in the report, shall be 
considered as read, shall be debatable for the 
time specified in the report equally divided 
and controlled by the proponent and an op-
ponent, shall not be subject to amendment 
except as provided by section 4 of this resolu-
tion, and shall not be subject to a demand 
for division of the question in the House or 
in the Committee of the Whole. 

(c) All points of order against further 
amendments printed in part A of the report 
of the Committee on Rules or against 
amendments en bloc described in section 3 of 
this resolution are waived. 

SEC. 3. It shall be in order at any time for 
the chair of the Committee on Appropria-
tions or his designee to offer amendments en 
bloc consisting of further amendments print-
ed in part A of the report of the Committee 
on Rules accompanying this resolution not 
earlier disposed of. Amendments en bloc of-
fered pursuant to this section shall be con-
sidered as read, shall be debatable for 20 min-
utes equally divided and controlled by the 
chair and ranking minority member of the 
Committee on Appropriations or their re-
spective designees, shall not be subject to 
amendment except as provided by section 4 
of this resolution, and shall not be subject to 
a demand for division of the question in the 
House or in the Committee of the Whole. 

SEC. 4. During consideration of H.R. 8997 
for amendment, the chair and ranking mi-
nority member of the Committee on Appro-
priations or their respective designees may 
offer up to 10 pro forma amendments each at 
any point for the purpose of debate. 

SEC. 5. At the conclusion of consideration 
of H.R. 8997 for amendment the Committee 
shall rise and report the bill, as amended, to 
the House with such further amendments as 
may have been adopted. The previous ques-
tion shall be considered as ordered on the 
bill, as amended, and on any further amend-
ment thereto to final passage without inter-
vening motion except one motion to recom-
mit. 

SEC. 6. At any time after adoption of this 
resolution the Speaker may, pursuant to 
clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare the House 
resolved into the Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union for consider-
ation of the bill (H.R. 8998) making appro-
priations for the Department of the Interior, 
environment, and related agencies for the 
fiscal year ending September 30, 2025, and for 
other purposes. The first reading of the bill 
shall be dispensed with. All points of order 
against consideration of the bill are waived. 
General debate shall be confined to the bill 
and shall not exceed one hour equally di-
vided and controlled by the chair and rank-
ing minority member of the Committee on 
Appropriations or their respective designees. 
After general debate the bill shall be consid-
ered for amendment under the five-minute 
rule. An amendment in the nature of a sub-
stitute consisting of the text of Rules Com-
mittee Print 118–41 shall be considered as 
adopted in the House and in the Committee 
of the Whole. The bill, as amended, shall be 
considered as the original bill for the pur-
pose of further amendment under the five- 
minute rule and shall be considered as read. 
All points of order against provisions in the 
bill, as amended, are waived. 

SEC. 7. (a) No further amendment to H.R. 
8998, as amended, shall be in order except 
those printed in part B of the report of the 
Committee on Rules accompanying this res-
olution, amendments en bloc described in 
section 8 of this resolution, and pro forma 
amendments described in section 9 of this 
resolution. 

(b) Each further amendment printed in 
part B of the report of the Committee on 

Rules shall be considered only in the order 
printed in the report, may be offered only by 
a Member designated in the report, shall be 
considered as read, shall be debatable for the 
time specified in the report equally divided 
and controlled by the proponent and an op-
ponent, shall not be subject to amendment 
except as provided by section 9 of this resolu-
tion, and shall not be subject to a demand 
for division of the question in the House or 
in the Committee of the Whole. 

(c) All points of order against further 
amendments printed in part B of the report 
of the Committee on Rules or against 
amendments en bloc described in section 8 of 
this resolution are waived. 

SEC. 8. It shall be in order at any time for 
the chair of the Committee on Appropria-
tions or his designee to offer amendments en 
bloc consisting of further amendments print-
ed in part B of the report of the Committee 
on Rules accompanying this resolution not 
earlier disposed of. Amendments en bloc of-
fered pursuant to this section shall be con-
sidered as read, shall be debatable for 20 min-
utes equally divided and controlled by the 
chair and ranking minority member of the 
Committee on Appropriations or their re-
spective designees, shall not be subject to 
amendment except as provided by section 9 
of this resolution, and shall not be subject to 
a demand for division of the question in the 
House or in the Committee of the Whole. 

SEC. 9. During consideration of H.R. 8998 
for amendment, the chair and ranking mi-
nority member of the Committee on Appro-
priations or their respective designees may 
offer up to 10 pro forma amendments each at 
any point for the purpose of debate. 

SEC. 10. At the conclusion of consideration 
of H.R. 8998 for amendment the Committee 
shall rise and report the bill, as amended, to 
the House with such further amendments as 
may have been adopted. The previous ques-
tion shall be considered as ordered on the 
bill, as amended, and on any further amend-
ment thereto to final passage without inter-
vening motion except one motion to recom-
mit. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
FONG). The gentlewoman from Min-
nesota is recognized for 1 hour. 

Mrs. FISCHBACH. Mr. Speaker, for 
the purpose of debate only, I yield the 
customary 30 minutes to the gen-
tleman from Massachusetts (Mr. 
MCGOVERN), pending which I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. Dur-
ing consideration of this resolution, all 
time yielded is for the purpose of de-
bate only. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mrs. FISCHBACH. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Minnesota? 

There was no objection. 
Mrs. FISCHBACH. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, we are here to debate 
the rule providing for consideration of 
H.R. 8997 and H.R. 8998. The rule pro-
vides for both bills to be considered 
under structured rules, each with 1 
hour of debate equally divided and con-
trolled by the chair and ranking minor-
ity member of the Committee on Ap-
propriations or their designees, and 
provides for one motion to recommit 
for each. 
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