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Lieutenant Richardson is a true
trailblazer for law enforcement per-
sonnel. She stands as a beacon of inspi-
ration for little girls in eastern North
Carolina and beyond who may aspire to
protect and serve.

Congrats, Lieutenant Richardson,
and Sheldon, her husband, and thanks
to the Rocky Mount Police Depart-
ment for their dedication to public
safety.

————

HONORING THE LIFE OF COREY
COMPERATORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 9, 2023, the gentleman from Penn-
sylvania (Mr. KELLY) is recognized for
42 minutes as the designee of the ma-
jority leader.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. KELLY of Pennsylvania. Madam
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that
all Members may have 5 legislative
days in which to revise and extend
their remarks and include extraneous
materials on the subject of this Special
Order.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania?

There was no objection.

Mr. KELLY of Pennsylvania. Madam
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I
may consume.

Madam Speaker, I rise tonight to
honor the life of a true hero, Corey
Comperatore, who was tragically killed
shielding his family from gunfire dur-
ing former President Donald Trump’s
campaign rally in my hometown of
Butler, Pennsylvania, on Saturday,
July 13.

Many of us have come to know a lit-
tle bit more about Corey over the last
week. Tonight, over the next half hour,
my colleagues and I will tell you more
about Corey’s story, who he was, his in-
credible life of service to his commu-
nity and his country, and perhaps most
importantly, his role as a father and
loving husband.

I take this moment to offer our
thoughts and prayers to the two Penn-
sylvanians who were injured during the
shooting and continue to recover, Mr.
David Dutch of New Kensington, Penn-
sylvania, and James Copenhaver of
Moon Township, Pennsylvania, and, of
course, to former President Donald
Trump in his recovery. He showed in-
credible strength in the immediate
aftermath of the shooting.

Who was Corey Comperatore? He was
a constituent of mine from Sarver,
Pennsylvania. He was a proud 1992
graduate of Freeport High School. He
went on to honor his country as a dedi-
cated 10-year veteran of the U.S. Army
Reserves.

Corey’s passion for his community
and his commitment to his strong
Christian faith led him to serve as an
active member at the Cabot Church.
Those who know Corey say his faith
was the foundation of his whole life.
His obituary reads this way: ‘‘He was a

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

man of God who loved Jesus with every
fiber of his being. His actions were
guided by his unwavering belief, and he
inspired those around him to live with
purpose and grace. His ability to 1lift
the spirits of everyone he encountered
was truly unparalleled.”

Corey also believed in service to his
community and to others. He spent
much of his adult life as a member of
the Buffalo Township Volunteer Fire
Department in Butler County where he
notably served as the chief in the early
2000s.

Above all, Corey was what his obit-
uary calls ‘‘the quintessential family
man and the best girl dad.” I have pic-
tures of Corey with his wife, Helen, and
also pictures of his daughters, which
we will put up later, but they are al-
ways going to be part of his legacy.

Helen, his daughters, Allyson and
Kaylee Comperatore, will carry on, and
so will the small acts of kindness that
marked his everyday life. He was quick
to help those in need. He never ex-
pected anything in return. His impact
on the lives he touched was profound.

Tragically, Corey’s life was cut short
at the age of 50. Tonight, I want to ex-
tend my deepest condolences to the
Comperatore family, their friends, and
Corey’s family at Buffalo Township
Fire Department. God bless you all.

Before I introduce my colleagues to
speak about Corey tonight, I want to
take a few moments to talk about the
community where this tragic assas-
sination attempt took place. It is in
my hometown of Butler, Pennsylvania.
This is an all-American town of about
13,000 people that has been thrust into
the national spotlight over the last
week.

I have lived in Butler County nearly
my whole life. I went to high school
there. My wife and I have raised our
family there. I later had a great oppor-
tunity and privilege to coach little
league baseball, pony league baseball,
and midget football. My family busi-
ness is here. It has been here since 1957.
Now, I am fortunate enough to rep-
resent this town here in the United
States House of Representatives.

Butler Farm Show is where this rally
was located. It is usually a family-
friendly place. It is just a few miles
from my home, just a little over 4
miles, and I drive past it almost every
single day.

Since 1947, this has been a place of
common ground where families and
children can show their farm animals
and where people gather in the summer
for food and fun. It is also a popular
spot in the Butler community for so
many events.

On this morning, I was there with
members of the House Homeland Secu-
rity Committee, and I thank Chairman
GREEN for allowing me to be there with
them.

I can tell you that my community is
still grieving. They are shocked by
what happened on what was supposed
to be another peaceful, sunny day on
these very grounds.
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I was at the Butler Farm Show with
President Trump, with Corey, with
David, and with James on July 13. My
wife, Victoria, was there with my son,
George, and three of our grandchildren.

What happened that day is a day like
nothing I have ever experienced before.
I can also tell you this: The people of
Butler and all of western Pennsylvania
are incredibly resilient. We always
have been and always will be that way.

Like so many small towns in Amer-
ica, we are there for each other when
the times get tough, and we will get
through this. Tonight as we have other
colleagues speak, I think our commit-
ment is the American people have the
right to know what happened that day
at the farm show grounds in Butler,
Pennsylvania.

They have the right to know, and we
have the responsibility to find out for
them what happened that day, how this
could take place on those grounds, how
that could take place in the United
States of America, and we will not stop
until we get the answers.

Madam Speaker, I yield to the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
MEUSER), my dear friend who was there
that day with me.

Mr. MEUSER. Madam Speaker, I rise
as well to express my deep sympathy,
and yes, eulogize a great Pennsylva-
nian, Corey Comperatore. I too, with
my colleague, Representative KELLY,
attended the rally last Saturday. Of
course, it started as any rally does.
People were very enthused and looking
forward to the remarks of former
President Trump.

Madam Speaker, 7 or 8 minutes into
the speech, the shots rang out, and
many lives were changed forever. It
was a tragic day that could have been
worse, but for the Comperatore family,
it was a tragedy that they will live
with forever.

We are here this evening to honor the
life, legacy, and ultimate sacrifice of
Corey Comperatore. As was expressed,
he was a quintessential family man,
and as has been expressed, the best girl
dad, as well as a dedicated public serv-
ant and true local hero.

As the Nation now knows, Corey’s
life was taken by the shooter, by the
gunman, at the rally in Butler last
Saturday. In his final moments, Corey
gave his life while shielding his wife
and daughter from the bullets as they
rang out.

He exemplified unparalleled bravery,
shielding his wife and daughter and
protecting them in his last moments.
His courageous act saved his loved ones
from the gunfire and truly serves as a
testament to his character and his
dedication to others.

Corey Comperatore served his com-
munity with distinction for so many
years, for decades, actually, particu-
larly as a firefighter in Buffalo Town-
ship where he served as chief in the
early 2000s.

In addition to his service as a fire-
fighter, Corey was a 10-year veteran of
the United States Army Reserves, dem-
onstrating his commitment to our Na-
tion and its values.
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He will always be remembered by his
family as a man whose life was guided
by faith, saying Corey inspired those
around him to live with purpose and
grace. His passion for family, life, and
service to others will never be forgot-
ten.
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Mr. KELLY of Pennsylvania. Madam
Speaker, I yield to the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. DELUZIO), Rep-
resentative from Pittsburgh.

Mr. DELUZIO. Madam Speaker, I
think what you will hear on this floor
tonight is a unified voice that we reject
political violence, that we mourn Mr.
Comperatore’s loss of life, that we wish
a speedy recovery to the victims.

In this country, there ought to be no
place for political violence. There
ought to be no place for hate in the
hearts of freedom-loving people, cer-
tainly not in western Pennsylvania,
where we reel from it today.

We can and often do disagree in this
body all the time. The American people
expect that of us. When we see the
votes on the board, we see those dis-
agreements resolved that way. We see
them resolved in the ballot box in No-
vember.

We cannot solve our differences with
violence. We must always condemn it
in all its forms. It goes to the heart of
American democracy that when we
have those disputes, we resolve them
peacefully.

What we saw in Butler not too long
ago when that violence comes to our
political system, when it comes to the
heart of how we govern ourselves in
our elections. We, of course, mourn the
consequence, the cost of that violence.
Mr. Comperatore, who we have heard
so many talk about so eloquently,
shielded his family from gunfire that
day, showing some courage in the face
of violence.

I wish a speedy recovery to those
still recovering, including my con-
stituent from Moon Township, Mr.
Copenhaver, David Dutch of New Ken-
sington, the former President, who of
course survived this attack, and so
many others who witnessed it and I am
sure still suffer from it.

I thank my colleague for bringing us
together in this important moment. I
think it is important the American
people hear us with a clear and unified
voice calling for unity, rejecting the
threat of violence in our elections.

Mr. KELLY of Pennsylvania. Madam
Speaker, I yield to the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. THOMPSON), the
chairman of the Agriculture Com-
mittee.

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Madam Speaker, I thank my good
friend from Butler, my colleague for
hosting this Special Order this evening
and for recognizing me.

Tonight, we recognize Corey
Comperatore’s heroic actions, and we
pay tribute to his lasting legacy. For
three decades, Corey served the com-
munity as a Buffalo Township Fire De-
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partment firefighter. He was a brother
firefighter.

I had the privilege of just a few years
ago sharing representation of Butler
County with my good friend Mr.
KELLY, and Buffalo Township was one
of my municipalities that I served.

Corey eventually rose to the rank of
chief of his station. He constantly put
his life on the line to protect his neigh-
bors, responding to emergencies with
courage and skill and unwavering com-
mitment to safety.

In the final moment of his life, his
selfless courage was on full display.
When gunshots were heard, he shielded
the most precious people in his life: his
wife and daughters.

Corey Comperatore is a hero whose
inspiring bravery will be remembered.
Corey was a local leader, active church
member, veteran, former fire chief, and
most importantly a beloved father and
husband. Having formerly represented
parts of Butler County, it has been in-
spiring to hear how well-respected
Corey was throughout his hometown
and his home county.

To Corey’s family, we offer our deep-
est condolences. I cannot imagine the
pain you are enduring, but please know
you are not alone. Our Nation stands
with you, united in our love and sup-
port, ready to offer comfort and
strength during this challenging time.

As we navigate the difficult days
ahead, let us draw strength from each
other in Corey’s memory. Let us re-
member the importance of holding our
loved ones close, telling them that we
care, we love them, and living our lives
with the same compassion, bravery,
and warmth that Corey exhibited.

Mr. KELLY of Pennsylvania. Madam
Speaker, I yield to the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. CARTWRIGHT).

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Madam Speaker,
I wish to add my voice to those speak-
ing in memory of and in honor of Corey
Comperatore.

I talk a lot in this Chamber about
putting people over politics, and that is
what we are doing here, we Pennsylva-
nians tonight, in memory of Corey
Comperatore.

When you sign up to serve in the U.S.
military, you agree to be willing to
give up your life, if necessary, for the
cause of freedom and for everything we
hold dear in these United States.

When you go out of your way to serve
as a volunteer firefighter for three dec-
ades, you put the well-being of others,
their homes and their businesses, above
your own personal safety.

When you spend the last moments of
your life shielding your family mem-
bers from gunfire, you show your true
character: bravery.

Corey Comperatore wasn’t just brave.
He was steadfast. He was a devoted fa-
ther, husband, dedicated church mem-
ber, and the kind of person who raised
the spirits of those around him, always
extending a helping hand to others and
helping be the kind of close-knit com-
munity that makes Pennsylvania a
great place to live.
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It is no wonder that scores of fire-
fighters and other first responders and
neighbors have rallied around Corey’s
family in their time of need. Here in
the House of Representatives in Wash-
ington, D.C., our hearts are with them,
too.

We also continue to pray for the re-
covery of James Copenhaver and David
Dutch, both still in serious condition
in hospital care.

Mr. KELLY of Pennsylvania. Madam
Speaker, I yield to another member of
the Pennsylvania delegation, Dr. JOHN
JOYCE.

Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania. Madam
Speaker, I thank the gentleman for
yielding and for holding this Special
Order.

Tonight, we are here to mourn the
passing of Corey Comperatore. As a
firefighter, as a veteran of the U.S.
Army reserves, Corey lived his life in
service of those that he loved—his fam-
ily, his friends, his community, and of
course his country.

Through his years of service with the
Buffalo Township Fire Department,
Chief Comperatore was familiar with
danger, and he did not hesitate to take
action when he began to hear the
sounds of bullets that Saturday after-
noon, immediately shielding his wife
and his daughter from the incoming
fire. He gave his life shielding his fam-
ily from the danger that was present
around him.

The violence that Corey faced in his
final moments was horrific. We have
all made clear that horrific violence
has no place in American political
lives.

In the week since his death, his
neighbors have continued to come for-
ward, sharing incredible stories of a
man who was compassionate, kind, and
caring. Together, as a body, we mourn
his death, and we pray for those he
loved and those he has left behind.

Tonight, with my Pennsylvania col-
leagues, we join together in praying for
the family of Corey Comperatore. May
he rest in peace and may he rise in
glory in his Savior, Jesus Christ.

Again, I thank my colleague from
Pennsylvania for leading this Special
Order.

Mr. KELLY of Pennsylvania. Madam
Speaker, I yield to another one of the
Pennsylvanians with us tonight, my
good friend, Mr. SCOTT PERRY.

Mr. PERRY. Madam Speaker, 1
thank my friend, MIKE KELLY, for
yielding. It is sad that we have to be
here. Corey Comperatore is now a hero,
but we would sure rather have Corey
back in our lives. I didn’t know Corey,
but I have come, like many, to learn
something about him.

Each of us wonder, if we had to, what
we would do in that moment; what we
would do. Corey’s resolve, Corey’s met-
tle was already known to many. As it
has been said, he was a volunteer fire-
fighter and the chief, a devoted mem-
ber of his local church, a member of
the armed services of America. Prob-
ably other than loving his Savior, what
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he found most important in the world
was being a husband to Helen and a fa-
ther to Allyson and Kaylee.

We need to know why Corey is no
longer with us on behalf of the Amer-
ican people, and we are going to find
out, but that is not what this is about.
This is about honoring the life and the
legacy of a man who loved his family,
his God, and his country, and laid down
his life.

He went to the rally, expecting safe-
ty, like everybody else, but in the face
of unimaginable danger, when a mo-
ment means the difference between life
and death, Corey shielded his wife and
his daughter, the things he loved most
in this world. For that, we honor him,
we pray for him, we pray for his family
and his community. We also know that
he exemplifies the best not only in But-
ler, Pennsylvania, not only in Pennsyl-
vania and our great Commonwealth,
but in the United States of America
and for all of humanity.

I thank the gentleman for this time
this evening. God bless Corey
Comperatore and God bless his family.

Mr. KELLY of Pennsylvania. Madam
Speaker, tonight we talked about the
tragic loss of Corey Comperatore. What
is more tragic or could have been more
tragic, what if Corey Comperatore had
never been born?

What if there never had been a Corey
Comperatore? What if Helen had never
had a husband like Corey Comperatore?
His daughters would not have had a fa-
ther. He was called a girl dad.

His entire life was built on his strong
faith and in service to his community,
his country, and foremost, his family.

In these times, when our country
seems to be so torn apart on every-
thing political, I think it is time for us
to take a little more time to reflect on
who we are as Americans. We are not
Republicans, we are not Democrats, we
are not Independents; we are Ameri-
cans. At the very heart of what it is we
are, we are Americans.

Mr. Comperatore is exactly the ex-
ample of those who serve, those who
put others above themselves, those who
put themselves in harm’s way to pro-
tect those who are in danger. We come
here tonight, and we talk about Corey.

That Saturday was a Saturday that
his family will never forget. As they
made their way from their home to the
Butler Farm Show grounds to hear
former President Donald Trump at his
rally, they were so excited to be there.

However, tragically, evil struck, and
America was once again reminded that
at the end of the day, we are all Ameri-
cans. Yes, we represent different par-
ties. Yes, we represent different peo-
ples, but at the end of the day, we are
Americans.

The example that Corey Comperatore
puts forward is that of a strong, faith-
ful American, a man of faith, a man
who loved his country, a man who
loved his community, but above all, a
man who loved his wife and daughters.

How tragic it would have been if he
had never been born. As we mourn his
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death, we also must celebrate his life.
We must say a prayer because I know
where he is now. I know where he rests.
I know he is in the arms of God. As
tragic as this has been for his family, I
know his family knows the same thing.

I would hope that as we look into
what happened, how this possibly could
have happened, how in a little farm
town in Pennsylvania evil could have
prevailed, at least for a moment, but
what has happened since then is our
firm belief in our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ and our belief that Corey
is now safe at home and will be there
when his wife and daughters make that
same trip sometime in the future.

Madam Speaker, this is a country
that has been torn apart for so long by
parties that go at each other day in
and day out. I would hope that at some
point we sit and take a look at the fact
that one and a half million men and
women in uniform have given their
lives to give us the opportunity to be
here on this floor and debate policy,
and what is in the best interests of the
people who sent us here, and that is the
American people. At some point, we
have to believe the oath we have taken,
and we have to fulfill that oath.
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I hope that as we look at the tragic
loss of Corey Comperatore, we also give
thanks to God that he was born in the
first place, that his wife and daughters
had an opportunity to have a loving fa-
ther and a loving husband, and that
now he is safe and at home in the
Lord’s arms.

I thank my colleagues for being here
tonight, and I know everything comes
from the heart on this. When some-
thing like this happens, we need to
take a step back, take a deep breath,
say a prayer, and ask God to be with us
as we make our journey as Representa-
tives of the most incredible Nation the
world has ever known, the United
States of America.

Madam Speaker, I include in the
RECORD a resolution that we will be of-
fering, and entering in now. It is H.
Res. 1369.

Whereas Corey Comperatore was from
Sarver, Pennsylvania, leaving behind his
wife, Helen, and two daughters, Allyson and
Kaylee;

Whereas Corey Comperatore was a re-
spected community leader who dedicated
years of service to the Buffalo Township Vol-
unteer Fire Department of Sarver, Pennsyl-
vania;

Whereas Corey Comperatore served his
country as a veteran of the United States
Army Reserves;

Whereas Corey Comperatore left behind a
legacy of service for his country and his
community, a devoted member of the Cabot
Methodist Church; and

Whereas Corey Comperatore died a hero,
protecting his family, shielding his wife and
daughter from danger: Now, therefore be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) mourns the loss of Corey Comperatore,
a husband, father, volunteer firefighter, com-
munity leader, and hero from Sarver, Penn-
sylvania;
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(2) commemorates and celebrates the self-
less and courageous life of Corey
Comperatore;

Mr. KELLY of Pennsylvania. Madam
Speaker, I yield back the balance of
my time.

———

REMEMBERING THE HONORABLE
REPRESENTATIVE SHEILA JACK-
SON LEE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 9, 2023, the gentlewoman from
Florida (Mrs. CHERFILUS-MCCORMICK) is
recognized until 10 p.m. as the designee
of the minority leader.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mrs. CHERFILUS-McCORMICK.
Madam Speaker, I ask unanimous con-
sent that all Members may have 5 leg-
islative days in which to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material on the subject of this
Special Order hour.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Florida?

There was no objection.

Mrs. CHERFILUS-McCORMICK.
Madam Speaker, I yield myself such
time as I may consume.

Madam Speaker, it is with great
honor that I rise today to anchor the
CBC Special Order hour. For the next
60 minutes, members of the CBC have
an opportunity to honor Congress-
woman SHEILA JACKSON LEE, an indi-
vidual of great importance to the Con-
gressional Black Caucus, Congress, the
constituents we represent, and all
Americans.

Madam Speaker, I yield to the gen-
tleman from Nevada (Mr. HORSFORD).

Mr. HORSFORD. Madam Speaker, I
thank my colleagues, Congresswoman
SHEILA CHERFILUS-MCCORMICK and Con-
gressman JONATHAN JACKSON, for co-
chairing our Special Order hour for the
Congressional Black Caucus.

I rise tonight with my colleagues of
the Congressional Black Caucus with a
heavy heart to pay my personal re-
spects and to remember a woman who
meant so much to this body.

The loss that we all feel for our dear
friend and colleague, Congresswoman
SHEILA JACKSON LEE, is truly immeas-
urable. On behalf of the Congressional
Black Caucus, I offer our sincerest con-
dolences to Congresswoman JACKSON
LEE’s husband, Elwyn; her children,
Jason and Erica; the entire Lee family;
and, of course, her staff in Houston as
well as here in Washington, D.C.

For nearly 30 years, Congresswoman
JACKSON LEE served in this body with
honor, integrity, loyalty, and her sig-
nature style. As chairman of the Con-
gressional Black Caucus, it was a tre-
mendous honor to be able to work with
Congresswoman JACKSON LEE each and
every day.

A woman of deep conviction, she was
disciplined and principled. She was
fearless in the face of challenge and ad-
versity, and she always put her family,
her community, and her country first.
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