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Forge during the Revolutionary War
and the battle of Gettysburg.

In Pennsylvania, we are pioneers. We
are proud to be home to the first hos-
pital, superhighway, and commercial
oil well, the Drake Well in my district.
We are also proud to have invented the
slinky, little league Dbaseball, the
steam engine, and bubble gum.

Pennsylvania is also a beacon of edu-
cation and innovation, home to pres-
tigious universities and research insti-
tutions that drive advancements in
science, medicine, and technology.

Throughout history, from our steel
and coal mines to our farms and for-
ests, Pennsylvania has led the way
with an inspiring work ethic.

As a lifelong Pennsylvanian, I am
proud of all that we have done and look
forward to our future. I am proud to
represent nearly one-third of the land
mass of our great Commonwealth.

Mr. Speaker, I wish a happy Pennsyl-
vania day to all Pennsylvanians.

——————

ENDING THE USE OF EXCESSIVE
FORCE AGAINST UNARMED PEO-
PLE OF COLOR

(Ms. BUDZINSKI asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. BUDZINSKI. Madam Speaker, on
July 6, Sonya Massey dialed 911 seek-
ing safety, but instead of receiving
help, she met with fatal gunfire from
an officer of the law.

Like everyone who has seen the body
camera footage of her final moments, I
am shocked, horrified, and heart-
broken.

This was an appalling act of senseless
violence that strikes at the core of our
humanity. I stand here today echoing
the voices of my constituents in
Springfield and Americans nationwide
demanding justice and accountability.

We must confront and end the use of
excessive force against unarmed people
of color in this country.

My heart goes out to Sonya’s chil-
dren, her family, and all who loved her.
They deserve answers and they deserve
to see an end to this systemic issue.

Sonya Massey should be alive today.
We owe it to her memory to ensure
that such a tragedy never happens
again.

——
O 2030

HONORING KENNETH ‘“MICKEY”’
SNYDER, JR.

(Mr. BURCHETT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BURCHETT. Madam Speaker, 1
recognize my dear friend, Mr. Kenneth
Snyder, Jr., also known as Mickey,
who just passed away. They had his fu-
neral tonight. He was the age of 84. 1
can’t believe it.

Mickey was born and raised in Knox-
ville and had a deep sense of commu-
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nity and service. In West High School,
he was honored as one of the top 50 ath-
letes in the school’s history, Madam
Speaker, and he went on to play for the
semiprofessional football team, the
Knoxville Bears.

He had a passion for sports and men-
toring young athletes, and he left a
lasting impact on countless children,
the current Congressman from the Sec-
ond District being one of them. He
coached me in baseball and football.

Mickey dedicated over 30 years of his
life to the Knoxville Police Depart-
ment until his retirement as a captain
in 1993. He loved his family very much.
He was married to his wife, Lana Sue
Hinds, but we all call her Tootie, for 65
years. They raised three children to-
gether. They had four grandchildren
and a great-grandson, and Mickey
adored them all.

I offer my condolences to the family,
including Tootie, along with their chil-
dren and their spouses, Tracey and
Dan, Kristie and Jennifer, and Little
Mickey that just went by Mickey and
Kiersten, along with all their other
friends and family.

Mickey will be remembered for his
kindness and ability to bring laughter
and comfort to those around him, and
he won’t be forgotten by the people
who knew and loved him, me being one
of them.

Madam Speaker, I will truly miss
Mickey Snyder. He was one in a mil-
lion. He was a great mentor to a lot of
young people, an excellent police offi-
cer, a great husband, a great father,
and a great grandfather as well.

HONORING DENNIS CHARLES
DUFFEY

(Ms. KAPTUR asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. KAPTUR. Madam Speaker, I rise
to honor the life and legacy of Dennis
Charles Duffey, a dedicated family
man, a Vietnam veteran, a great labor
leader, and a community servant who
recently passed away on July 17 at 77.

Raised in central Toledo, he attended
Macomber Vocational Technical High
School and volunteered for the Navy
before graduating, serving on a vessel
in the Pacific during the Vietnam war
until his honorable discharge.

He went on to a remarkable 50-year
career with the International Brother-
hood of Electrical Workers, Local 8,
five times elected as its business man-
ager and its State secretary-treasurer
for 10 years. His leadership was trans-
formative, growing its ranks by 60 per-
cent while initiating pioneering pro-
grams in workforce development and
member benefits. His commitment to
fair labor practices allowed working
men and women across Ohio to advance
to the middle class.

Dennis’ love for his family was im-
mense as a doting father, grandfather,
and GG Papa. Dennis lived this motto:
There is nothing too good for the work-
ing man.
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Dennis’ legacy of hard work, good
humor, always that great smile, humil-
ity, and love is cherished by all who
knew him. May his loved ones find
comfort now that he is no longer suf-
fering. Dennis has earned a restful
peace. He surely was a really good guy.

———

RECLASSIFYING MARIJUANA

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LAMALFA. Madam Speaker, last
month, the Biden administration took
steps toward legalizing marijuana by
attempting to reclassify it as a lower
category drug, going around Congress
in the process. If enacted, this would
increase the use of an already dan-
gerous substance.

We have already seen this in Cali-
fornia, the State with the highest rate
of marijuana users. It is no surprise
that California also has the highest
rate of welfare recipients. We have one-
eighth of the Nation’s population, and
about one-third of the State’s popu-
lation is on assistance. I believe the
government should disincentivize the
use of this harmful drug and not allow
banks to prop up this immoral indus-
try.

Recently, there have been efforts in
Congress to exempt financial institu-
tions from penalties if they provide fi-
nancial services to marijuana compa-
nies. The Federal Government should
have no role in encouraging citizens to
break Federal law by incentivizing
banks to handle the money in these in-
dustries. These measures give a green
light to the evil that comes from drug
use.

The addicts will rely on State welfare
and disability payments for unemploy-
ment. Their medical problems will in-
crease, draining our already strained
healthcare system, which taxpayers
are going to foot the bill for that.

Let’s not be doing any more to legal-
ize marijuana or pretend that it is
legal through financial institutions.

———

RECOGNIZING DR. ANGELA
RICHARDSON

(Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina.
Madam Speaker, I rise to recognize Dr.
Angela Richardson. Dr. Richardson has
shattered gigantic barriers by becom-
ing the first African-American woman
to achieve the rank of lieutenant at
the Rocky Mount Police Department.

Her remarkable promotion to this
historic position is a testament to her
exceptional dedication in the field of
law enforcement.

Lieutenant Richardson has a wealth
of experience exceeding 30 years in law
enforcement. She has a distinguished
Ph.D. in public safety.
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Lieutenant Richardson is a true
trailblazer for law enforcement per-
sonnel. She stands as a beacon of inspi-
ration for little girls in eastern North
Carolina and beyond who may aspire to
protect and serve.

Congrats, Lieutenant Richardson,
and Sheldon, her husband, and thanks
to the Rocky Mount Police Depart-
ment for their dedication to public
safety.

————

HONORING THE LIFE OF COREY
COMPERATORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 9, 2023, the gentleman from Penn-
sylvania (Mr. KELLY) is recognized for
42 minutes as the designee of the ma-
jority leader.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. KELLY of Pennsylvania. Madam
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that
all Members may have 5 legislative
days in which to revise and extend
their remarks and include extraneous
materials on the subject of this Special
Order.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania?

There was no objection.

Mr. KELLY of Pennsylvania. Madam
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I
may consume.

Madam Speaker, I rise tonight to
honor the life of a true hero, Corey
Comperatore, who was tragically killed
shielding his family from gunfire dur-
ing former President Donald Trump’s
campaign rally in my hometown of
Butler, Pennsylvania, on Saturday,
July 13.

Many of us have come to know a lit-
tle bit more about Corey over the last
week. Tonight, over the next half hour,
my colleagues and I will tell you more
about Corey’s story, who he was, his in-
credible life of service to his commu-
nity and his country, and perhaps most
importantly, his role as a father and
loving husband.

I take this moment to offer our
thoughts and prayers to the two Penn-
sylvanians who were injured during the
shooting and continue to recover, Mr.
David Dutch of New Kensington, Penn-
sylvania, and James Copenhaver of
Moon Township, Pennsylvania, and, of
course, to former President Donald
Trump in his recovery. He showed in-
credible strength in the immediate
aftermath of the shooting.

Who was Corey Comperatore? He was
a constituent of mine from Sarver,
Pennsylvania. He was a proud 1992
graduate of Freeport High School. He
went on to honor his country as a dedi-
cated 10-year veteran of the U.S. Army
Reserves.

Corey’s passion for his community
and his commitment to his strong
Christian faith led him to serve as an
active member at the Cabot Church.
Those who know Corey say his faith
was the foundation of his whole life.
His obituary reads this way: ‘‘He was a
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man of God who loved Jesus with every
fiber of his being. His actions were
guided by his unwavering belief, and he
inspired those around him to live with
purpose and grace. His ability to 1lift
the spirits of everyone he encountered
was truly unparalleled.”

Corey also believed in service to his
community and to others. He spent
much of his adult life as a member of
the Buffalo Township Volunteer Fire
Department in Butler County where he
notably served as the chief in the early
2000s.

Above all, Corey was what his obit-
uary calls ‘‘the quintessential family
man and the best girl dad.” I have pic-
tures of Corey with his wife, Helen, and
also pictures of his daughters, which
we will put up later, but they are al-
ways going to be part of his legacy.

Helen, his daughters, Allyson and
Kaylee Comperatore, will carry on, and
so will the small acts of kindness that
marked his everyday life. He was quick
to help those in need. He never ex-
pected anything in return. His impact
on the lives he touched was profound.

Tragically, Corey’s life was cut short
at the age of 50. Tonight, I want to ex-
tend my deepest condolences to the
Comperatore family, their friends, and
Corey’s family at Buffalo Township
Fire Department. God bless you all.

Before I introduce my colleagues to
speak about Corey tonight, I want to
take a few moments to talk about the
community where this tragic assas-
sination attempt took place. It is in
my hometown of Butler, Pennsylvania.
This is an all-American town of about
13,000 people that has been thrust into
the national spotlight over the last
week.

I have lived in Butler County nearly
my whole life. I went to high school
there. My wife and I have raised our
family there. I later had a great oppor-
tunity and privilege to coach little
league baseball, pony league baseball,
and midget football. My family busi-
ness is here. It has been here since 1957.
Now, I am fortunate enough to rep-
resent this town here in the United
States House of Representatives.

Butler Farm Show is where this rally
was located. It is usually a family-
friendly place. It is just a few miles
from my home, just a little over 4
miles, and I drive past it almost every
single day.

Since 1947, this has been a place of
common ground where families and
children can show their farm animals
and where people gather in the summer
for food and fun. It is also a popular
spot in the Butler community for so
many events.

On this morning, I was there with
members of the House Homeland Secu-
rity Committee, and I thank Chairman
GREEN for allowing me to be there with
them.

I can tell you that my community is
still grieving. They are shocked by
what happened on what was supposed
to be another peaceful, sunny day on
these very grounds.
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I was at the Butler Farm Show with
President Trump, with Corey, with
David, and with James on July 13. My
wife, Victoria, was there with my son,
George, and three of our grandchildren.

What happened that day is a day like
nothing I have ever experienced before.
I can also tell you this: The people of
Butler and all of western Pennsylvania
are incredibly resilient. We always
have been and always will be that way.

Like so many small towns in Amer-
ica, we are there for each other when
the times get tough, and we will get
through this. Tonight as we have other
colleagues speak, I think our commit-
ment is the American people have the
right to know what happened that day
at the farm show grounds in Butler,
Pennsylvania.

They have the right to know, and we
have the responsibility to find out for
them what happened that day, how this
could take place on those grounds, how
that could take place in the United
States of America, and we will not stop
until we get the answers.

Madam Speaker, I yield to the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
MEUSER), my dear friend who was there
that day with me.

Mr. MEUSER. Madam Speaker, I rise
as well to express my deep sympathy,
and yes, eulogize a great Pennsylva-
nian, Corey Comperatore. I too, with
my colleague, Representative KELLY,
attended the rally last Saturday. Of
course, it started as any rally does.
People were very enthused and looking
forward to the remarks of former
President Trump.

Madam Speaker, 7 or 8 minutes into
the speech, the shots rang out, and
many lives were changed forever. It
was a tragic day that could have been
worse, but for the Comperatore family,
it was a tragedy that they will live
with forever.

We are here this evening to honor the
life, legacy, and ultimate sacrifice of
Corey Comperatore. As was expressed,
he was a quintessential family man,
and as has been expressed, the best girl
dad, as well as a dedicated public serv-
ant and true local hero.

As the Nation now knows, Corey’s
life was taken by the shooter, by the
gunman, at the rally in Butler last
Saturday. In his final moments, Corey
gave his life while shielding his wife
and daughter from the bullets as they
rang out.

He exemplified unparalleled bravery,
shielding his wife and daughter and
protecting them in his last moments.
His courageous act saved his loved ones
from the gunfire and truly serves as a
testament to his character and his
dedication to others.

Corey Comperatore served his com-
munity with distinction for so many
years, for decades, actually, particu-
larly as a firefighter in Buffalo Town-
ship where he served as chief in the
early 2000s.

In addition to his service as a fire-
fighter, Corey was a 10-year veteran of
the United States Army Reserves, dem-
onstrating his commitment to our Na-
tion and its values.
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