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The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
the approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1 of rule I, the
Journal stands approved.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from South Carolina (Mr. WILSON)
come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina led
the Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

—————
ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to 15 requests for 1-minute
speeches on each side of the aisle.

————
BIDEN TELLS LIE

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, Foreign Affairs Committee
Chairman MICHAEL MCCAUL correctly
condemned Biden for a lie that no
American servicemembers were killed
on his watch, ignoring the 13 murdered
at the Abbey Gate.

The lie cited by Mr. McCAUL was un-
derscored by three American reservists
murdered by the Iranian puppet
Hezbollah on January 28.

As a grateful father of four sons who
served overseas, it is sad Biden ignores
the three murdered and conceals the
others injured, even though I asked
about their injuries on March 13.

Corrupt Judge Merchan, orchestrated
by the corrupt Biden Department of
Justice, is backfiring—The Wall Street
Journal today—reelecting Donald
Trump, as Merchan earns my invita-
tion to the Trump inauguration.

In conclusion, God bless our troops as
the global war on terrorism continues.
We do not need new border laws. We
need to enforce existing laws. Biden
shamefully opens borders for dictators
as more 9/11 attacks across America
are imminent as repeatedly warned by
the FBI.

Our sympathies to those killed Mon-
day at the Kyiv, Ukraine, children’s
hospital by war criminal Putin.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
DESJARLAIS). Members are reminded to
refrain from engaging in personalities
toward the President.

———

NATIONAL MINORITY MENTAL
HEALTH AWARENESS MONTH

(Ms. PLASKETT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)
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Ms. PLASKETT. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to acknowledge National Minor-
ity Mental Health Awareness Month.

More than one in five adults in the
United States live with mental illness.
We must ensure that community prac-
titioners, from mental health workers,
social workers, crisis managers, and
law enforcement are educated on im-
plicit biases that they may have and
the social determinants of health that
negatively impact patients of color.

While people of all ages and back-
grounds experience mental disorders,
minorities face significant treatment
disparities. Cultural humility training
has advanced healthcare equity, but we
must do better.

In my area in the Caribbean, commu-
nities affected by hurricanes, most re-
cently Grenada, St. Vincent, the Gren-
adines, and Jamaica, experience a dif-
ferent level of mental strain, leading to
mental health crises in families among
adults and children.

I urge my colleagues to better ad-
dress the tremendous mental health
disparities and barriers to treatment
for minority communities.

———

LEGISLATION THAT DEMANDS THE
ATTENTION OF EVERY AMERICAN

(Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana. Mr.
Speaker, this afternoon we will be vot-
ing on legislation that demands the at-
tention of every single American. This
will be one of the most important votes
that Members of this Chamber will
ever take in their entire careers. It is
an issue that we never thought we
would actually have to address, but
that moment has come to us now.

Should Americans and Americans
alone determine the outcome of Amer-
ican elections, or should we allow for-
eigners and illegal aliens to decide who
sits in the White House and here in the
people’s House and in the Senate?

As the progressive wing of Wash-
ington has slowly crept in and marched
through our institutions and has in-
fected every level of government, they
have brought us to a generation-defin-
ing moment. That is the moment that
we have upon us now.

Because the Democratic Party has
shown time and time again that they
want our borders wide open to every
country on the planet and they want il-
legal aliens voting in our elections, we
now have reached a fateful decision
point.

Here is the critical question: Should
only American citizens, citizens of this
country, be allowed to determine who
controls the people’s House, the Sen-
ate, and the White House?

Every Republican, every one of our
colleagues, emphatically says yes. The
answer to that question is yes, and
every Republican will vote for the bill
that we have on the floor today.

This is a question that almost every
American agrees with us upon. Here is
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the number: 89 percent of Americans
believe that only Americans should de-
cide our elections, and that includes,
by the way, 82 percent of Democrats, 80
percent of Black and African-American
voters, and 76 percent of Hispanic and
Latino voters. Everybody who looks at
this question answers it the right way,
just about everybody.

We are about to find out here very
shortly if all of the Members of this
Chamber agree.

Americans all over the country un-
derstand what is at stake here. They
refuse to hand over our country to ille-
gal aliens, cartels, traffickers, violent
criminals, and murderers. That is what
is at stake.

Now, I hate to say it, but we have so
many noncitizens in the country right
now that if only 1 out of 100 of those il-
legal aliens voted, you are talking
about hundreds of thousands of votes
being cast.

Remember, these aren’t huddled
masses of frightened families yearning
to be free.

In January of this year, we took the
largest delegation of Members of Con-
gress to the border. January 3, we went
to Eagle Pass, Texas. It was the epi-
center of the open-border crisis at the
time. We met with Border Patrol
agents and high officers in U.S. Cus-
toms and Border Patrol. They told us
the truth.

They said, down there at Eagle Pass,
of all the many, many countless people
who come across that border illegally,
because Joe Biden and Secretary
Mayorkas opened the border wide, they
said: You should know this, Members
of Congress, 70 percent of the people
who crossed illegally at Eagle Pass,
down there in the Del Rio sector, are
single adult males between the ages of
18 and 49. These are not huddled masses
of people seeking refuge from persecu-
tion and seeking asylum here for just
causes. These are people who do not
have our best designs in mind.

Because of Joe Biden’s open-border
policies, we have ISIS smuggling rings
operating in our country. We have car-
tels who have operational control of
the border. We have Chinese and Rus-
sian spies here in our midst roaming
freely in our country. We have mur-
derers and rapists offending again and
again across the country, and they are
never deported.

These are people who Joe Biden and
his administration are releasing into
the country every day. The Director of
the FBI has testified multiple times
now before Congress, before our com-
mittees, and he has said: All the red
lights are flashing. What is he referring
to? The unprecedented dangerous situ-
ation.

The enemy is here. The enemy is in
our country now and is endangering
American citizens, law-abiding citi-
zZens.

You see the headlines on the news
now almost every day: another violent
act committed by an illegal.

Joe Biden did that to the country.
His administration did that because
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they opened the border. They engi-
neered the open border. It is absurd and
outrageous, and people know it. That is
one of the things that is going to be a
big factor in November.

I will tell you this, too. Since our
elections are so razor thin, it is not
just the physical safety of our commu-
nities that are in jeopardy. It is also
the integrity of the ballot box.

With just a few precincts and a few
States often now deciding the makeup
of the Congress and the White House,
we aren’t just facing dangerous individ-
uals; we are facing a dangerously high
number of dangerous individuals who
could actually change the outcome of
our elections and thus determine the
future of this great Republic.

Just as our dear friend Congress-
woman MILLER-MEEKS will tell you,
she won her elections in 2020 by 6 votes.
Some of these elections, some of your
elections, are very, very close. We have
to keep that in mind.

Here is the solution. Today is this
fateful moment. Again, I think it may
be the most important vote you will
make as a Member of this body because
you are going to determine the course
of this country today. You are going to
determine whether you want the elec-
tions to be safe and fair.

The SAVE Act is the bill before us. It
is not complicated. It is written in very
plain language so everyone can read it
and understand it. We are merely sug-
gesting that because so many illegal
aliens are in the country—and there is
no disputing that there are millions
upon millions of them. I think the ac-
tual count is probably somewhere close
to 16 million illegals who have come
across the border in the last 3% years
since Joe Biden opened it wide begin-
ning on his first day in office—because
there are so many of them here, I ask
our guests in the gallery this question:
Is it worth adding a layer of protection
to ensure all of those illegals cannot
register to vote? Everybody would an-
swer yes, if we asked for an audible re-
sponse, because that is obvious to us.

Everybody understands the SAVE
Act will do several important things,
and all of them are obvious, common-
sense measures.

Here is the list:

Number 1: It requires State election
officials to ask about citizenship before
providing voter registration forms.
What a concept.

Number 2: It requires an individual
to provide proof of citizenship if indeed
he or she wants to register to vote in
our Federal elections.

Number 3: It provides States with ac-
cess to our Federal agency databases.
Why is that so important? So they can
remove noncitizens from voter rolls
and confirm citizenship for individuals
who lack that all-important proof of
citizenship.

Number 4: It directs the Department
of Homeland Security to determine
whether to conduct removal pro-
ceedings if an illegal alien, a noncit-
izen, has been identified as having reg-
istered to vote in Federal elections.
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American citizens will be protected
and in no way harmed by this bill.
There is not a conceivable argument
that the Democrats can make to op-
pose the commonsense measures that
we are putting before them today.
Nothing changes the voter registration
process in the States.

The only people who will face hurdles
here are those who are trying to break
our Federal laws. That is why it is pat-
ently absurd that the White House
issued a veto threat. President Biden
says he is going to veto the bill, and
Democrat leadership right now is en-
gaging in a very robust whipping oper-
ation to stop this bill from being
passed. It is absolutely outrageous, and
the American people need to Kknow
what is happening here.

It is dangerous. It is dangerous for
the future of our country. It is dan-
gerous for the future of your family, if
you are watching at home.

Joseph Story was a great American
legal scholar and Supreme Court Jus-
tice, the author of the seminal ‘‘Com-
mentaries on the Constitution of the
United States’ that we used to have to
read in law school. He said it this way
on this subject. This is very important.
Listen to what he said.

He said: ““If aliens might be admitted
indiscriminately to enjoy all the rights
of citizens at the will of a single State,
the Union itself might be endangered
by an influx of foreigners, hostile to its
institutions, ignorant of its powers,
and incapable of a due estimate of its
privileges.”

He said that so well. I whole-
heartedly agree. I know everyone on
our side of the aisle does.

If we are going to maintain this great
American experiment, this grand ex-
periment in self-governance that we
have now kept for 248 years, if we are
going to keep it for more, then we have
to ensure that the outcomes of our
elections remain in the hands of Amer-
icans alone.
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Now, some of our colleagues are ar-
guing and some of the outside interest
groups who want those open borders,
the open borders crowd, they are point-
ing out that it is already illegal to
vote, and you don’t really need to do
this. That is true, it is illegal to vote
under Federal law. Only a U.S. citizen
is supposed to vote in a U.S. election.

But here is the problem: The law is
not being followed. Even though it is
already illegal, this is happening.

Let me give you a couple examples.

In Georgia, State election officials
are catching thousands of noncitizens
who are trying to register to vote, but
they are one of only a few States that
is making that effort right now to
check the voter rolls on the front end
before the disaster occurs.

In May, the State of Ohio, they had
to remove 137 noncitizen voters from
the rolls when they did a quick check.

In May of last year, Virginia removed
almost 1,500 noncitizens from their
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voter rolls. Here is the catch: It was
only after more than 800 of those non-
citizen ballots had been cast in 2019.
They already participated in an elec-
tion illegally.

It shouldn’t surprise us that crimi-
nals who break our border laws are also
going to break our election laws. These
are not paragons of virtue in all these
cases, as the 70 percent of people who
come across the border who are mili-
tary-aged males come into our country
without any deterrence at all. They are
not law-abiding citizens. They are ille-
gal aliens, and they should not be par-
ticipating in the election.

Remember, if just a small percent-
age, a fraction of a fraction of all those
illegals that Joe Biden has brought in
here to vote, if they do vote, it
wouldn’t just change one race, it might
potentially change all of our races.

Now, despite the claims of our oppo-
nents, it is also true there are no cur-
rent preventative mechanisms to en-
sure that only those registering or vot-
ing are actually citizens.

Perhaps the Democratic Party would
prefer that we only identify fraudulent
voters after the fact, after an election
is already decided and the new Mem-
bers are sworn in. That is not accept-
able. That doesn’t instill trust. It
doesn’t ensure the integrity of the sys-
tem.

Of course, that is nonsense. It is good
and right to take preventative action
now. We can look out on the horizon.
We know the storm is coming. We
know we have an unprecedented num-
ber of illegal aliens. We know many of
them are being encouraged to register
to vote, and they are doing so. We
know we have a problem.

We have a duty here under the Con-
stitution to ensure it doesn’t happen.
We have an instrument before us, a
piece of legislation, that will do just
that, and there is no excuse—no ex-
cuse—to oppose it.

Of course, preventative action is des-
perately needed because of all this, and
the stakes are so high, and the loop-
holes are so wide that we have to do it.

Regardless of what the detractors
say, the voter laws are really that lax.
If a citizen wants to vote for President,
they just have to go to their local
DMV, they go to the local welfare of-
fice or some other government agency,
and they are given a very simple form
that says while you are here signing up
for taxpayer benefits, Mr. Noncitizen
who just came across the border and
was sent here by plane, train, or auto-
mobile by an NGO who, by the way, is
sending the receipt for that to the U.S.
taxpayer that we are all funding, hey,
since you are here and signing up for
benefits, do you also want to register
to vote? On the form that was passed
by Congress back in the early nineties,
the motor voter registration law, it
just has one little box that asks: Are
you a U.S. citizen? How many people
are checking that box who are not sup-
posed to?
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Well, the problem is, whoever is
working there is not allowed under cur-
rent law to ask for proof of that citi-
zenship. If somebody checks the box,
they can’t stop them and say, hey, do
you have any paperwork to prove that?
Where are you from? You have a funny
accent. Oh, you don’t speak English?
Are you a citizen? They don’t have any
way to prove it.

I believe I stand with the American
public when I say our elections are just
too important to simply rely on the
honor system by people who have al-
ready proven they have no regard or re-
spect for our laws.

Would we be so foolish as to think
every one of the 500 got-aways sneak-
ing through our southern border every
single day have good intentions? Come
on. We have got to apply reason and
common sense.

Would we prefer to wait for fraud to
happen and only do something after
elections are finalized? No. We have to
catch the fraud on the front end so
there is no question about the integ-
rity of our votes. Again, this is our
duty to do so.

If we don’t catch any unlawful vot-
ers, great, that is wonderful. It means
our systems are secure. If we do catch
unlawful voters, then good, we stop
them from voting. We did what was
right by the Constitution, right by our
Federal law, and right by the people
that we represent.

There should be no objection to this
legislation at all.

I will conclude with this: I have been
here 8 years. Every so often in this
Chamber, we take a vote that clearly
reveals what we think about the world.
There are important votes every day,
but there are some votes that define
who we are. It defines our world, and it
defines what we believe about the Con-
stitution and about the rule of law. It
defines our careers, and it defines our
character. It is a signal to the voters
fundamentally about what we believe
about our country.

Republicans want 100 percent partici-
pation by citizens in our elections, eli-
gible citizens who can vote. We want
everybody to vote. We want 100 percent
participation, but we want zero percent
fraud. We want American citizens to be
the lone people who decide our elec-
tions.

Here is the question that is about to
be answered on this floor: Do Demo-
crats want that same thing, or do they
want to hand over our country to the
worst impulses and nefarious plans of
foreign spies and criminals who will ex-
ploit the system for their own gain?

Republicans are anxious to get this
done. We are anxious to take the nec-
essary steps to protect the integrity of
every single vote, and we will ensure
that we have free and fair elections,
and we will ensure that only Ameri-
cans decide American elections.

The question that will be answered—
and it is not a rhetorical question; this
is a real live exercise—can Democrats
say the same thing? Is there any meas-
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ure that they will take to reduce the
opportunity for fraud? Today is their
chance, and, unfortunately, I am not
that hopeful that they are going to do
the right thing, but you are about to
find out.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair reminds Members not to refer to
persons in the gallery.

COMMENDING THE DEDICATION
AND HARD WORK OF STELLA JI-
MENEZ

(Mr. RUIZ asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. RUIZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to commend the dedication and hard
work of Stella Jimenez, my out-
standing district director, as I bid her
farewell as she moves on to the next
step of her career.

Stella Jimenez brought a wealth of
experience and an unwavering commit-
ment to community service and a dedi-
cation to enact positive change.

Stella had a pivotal role in leading
diverse initiatives aimed at enhancing
the well-being of residents in Imperial
and Riverside Counties.

Stella demonstrated a profound un-
derstanding of the community’s needs
and challenges. Her leadership, charac-
terized by a unique combination of
grace and effectiveness, garnered admi-
ration and respect from colleagues and
constituents alike.

Stella’s dedication to community en-
gagement was unparalleled. Whether it
was championing the proposed
Chuckwalla National Monument or en-
suring full stakeholder engagement in
Imperial County, she approached each
initiative with unwavering determina-
tion.

Under her guidance, these events not
only achieved success but also carried
a deeply personal touch reflecting
Stella’s commitment to meaningful
connection.

I am profoundly grateful for the
privilege of working with Stella Ji-
menez, and I wish her the best in her
next life adventure.

———
RECOGNIZING SOLDIERS REUNION

(Mr. MCHENRY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. MCHENRY. Mr. Speaker, next
month we celebrate the 134th annual
Soldiers Reunion celebration in New-
ton, North Carolina, which I am proud
to represent. It is believed to be the
longest running patriotic celebration
in the country that is not based on a
holiday.

Thousands of people will gather for
various events including concerts, a
car show, a bike ride, and a 5K. The
sidewalks will be packed with families
from August 10 through 15 for the an-
nual parade and the festival sur-
rounding Newton’s 1924 courthouse. It
is a special celebration.
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Our veterans and active servicemem-
bers will be honored and recognized
throughout the week, as they have
been recognized since this tradition
began in 1889.

I thank and congratulate the citizens
of Newton and the local organizations
who spend many months each year
planning for the Soldiers Reunion.
They deserve our recognition for this
annual reminder of the debt and grati-
tude we owe those who serve our Na-
tion.

————

NASH COMMUNITY COLLEGE PRE-
APPRENTICESHIP PROGRAMS

(Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, I rise to highlight the excep-
tional apprenticeship and pre-appren-
ticeship programs Nash Community
College offers.

The STEPS4GROWTH Pre-Appren-
ticeship is an incredible opportunity
for individuals interested in advanced
manufacturing or clean energy vehi-
cles.

Imagine not just learning but ac-
tively engaging with industry-experi-
enced instructors, gaining hands-on ex-
perience, and working on real projects
that can kickstart a career.

These programs don’t just benefit
students. Local organizations can also
boost their productivity and profit-
ability by participating.

It is an exciting chance for students
to dive into their passions and for local
communities to nurture the next gen-
eration of talented workforce-ready in-
dividuals. We have seen the benefits
and the results across the region at
places like OIC.

I commend Nash Community College
for its commitment to keeping the
American Dream within reach for east-
ern North Carolinians.

————

INFLATION

(Mr. ROSE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ROSE. Mr. Speaker, month after
month, the American people endure
higher utility bills and rising costs at
the grocery store and the gas pump.

Inflation has risen by more than 20
percent since President Biden took of-
fice. That is just an average. Every
day, folks are actually paying 35 per-
cent more for flour, 40 percent more for
eggs, and 27 percent more for butter.
That is on top of paying 29 percent
more for electricity, about 55 percent
more for a gallon of gas, and 21 percent
more in monthly rent.

It adds up to more than $1,000 a
month for the same goods and services
that American families were buying be-
fore these historic price increases. This
is a direct result of the Biden adminis-
tration’s overspending and overregula-
tion.
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