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minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. PRESSLEY. Madam Speaker, I
rise as vice chair of the Renters Caucus
to introduce the Tenant Empowerment
Act, alongside Ranking Member MAX-
INE WATERS and Congresswoman
RASHIDA TLAIB.

For decades, tenants across the coun-
try, including in my district, the MA-
7, have organized and mobilized to de-
mand safe, stable, and affordable hous-
ing conditions.

No hot water or heat during the win-
ter, life-threatening black mold creep-
ing up the walls, leaky roofs that let in
rain and snow—these are the condi-
tions that tenants are forced to endure
with little to no recourse. How dev-
astating and demoralizing.

Our bill, the Tenant Empowerment
Act, would change that. It would en-
able tenants to withhold paying rent if
their home fails to meet quality hous-
ing standards, allow tenants to be
present during building inspections,
and extend tenants’ rights to organize
in federally assisted housing.

This bill will empower renters with
the tools they need to ensure that safe,
stable, and affordable housing is not
only a right but a reality for every per-
son in America.

As the daughter of a tenants’ rights
organizer, I am proud to put forward
this necessary policy. Everyone de-
serves to turn the key and to have a
place that feels safe, a place of belong-
ing and refuge.

On behalf of more than 44 million
families living in rental units, Con-
gress must take action.

———

JUNETEENTH AND SLAVERY
REMEMBRANCE DAY

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms.
TENNEY). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 9, 2023, the
gentleman from Texas (Mr. GREEN) is
recognized for 60 minutes as the des-
ignee of the minority leader.

Mr. GREEN of Texas. Madam Speak-
er, and still I rise. Still I rise, proud to
be a person who is blessed with the pre-
eminent privilege of standing here and
speaking in this most sacred Chamber,
proud to be a person who is in service
to his country, proud to acknowledge
that we, in Houston, Texas, just cele-
brated Juneteenth, the day that Gen-
eral Gordon Granger read General
Order No. 3 in Galveston, Texas.

General Order No. 3 was read at Gal-
veston, Texas, to call to the attention
of the people of the State of Texas that
the Emancipation Proclamation had
some 2% years earlier freed the slaves
in the Confederate States. Of course,
the people in Texas did not honor the
Emancipation Proclamation. Hence,
people were maintained in slavery for
some 2V additional years.

General Gordon Granger didn’t come
to Galveston, Texas, alone. General
Gordon Granger came with the 25th
Army Corps. The 25th Army Corps lib-
erated Galveston, Texas.
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It was the 25th Army Corps that
came to Galveston and ran the confed-
erates out of town, as it were. It is said
that they were chased to the border of
Mexico, which allowed General Gordon
Granger to read General Order No. 3.
But for the 256th Army Corps, General
Gordon Granger may not have been in
a position to read General Order No. 3
on June 19, because the 25th Army
Corps came in about a week earlier.

The 25th Army Corps was more than
1,000 persons strong and consisted pri-
marily of persons who were of African
ancestry. It was African people who
fought to liberate Galveston, Texas.
Hence, we have Juneteenth.

There is much more that I could say
about Juneteenth and General Order
No. 3 as well as the 25th Army Corps.
We have presented a resolution to
honor the 25th Army Corps for their
bravery and for their valor. Much more
is to be said about them.

Today, I want to move forward from
Juneteenth. I would like to acknowl-
edge it as a celebration of liberation,
persons being liberated after having
suffered the inhumanity associated
with slavery.

I mention this Juneteenth date, be-
cause we will soon commemorate Au-
gust 20. August 20 is Slavery Remem-
brance Day. Remember, Juneteenth
was the celebration of liberation. Au-
gust 20 is the commemoration of the
millions who were enslaved.

I mention it now, because as we move
toward this date, I want persons to
take note of it. It is an important date
in American history. It is important
because it was on August 20, 1619, that
the White Lion, a ship with, it is said,
20 enslaved persons of African ancestry
aboard, were introduced to the Colo-
nies which would go on to become the
United States of America, or part of
the United States of America.
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These 20 persons represent the gen-
esis of slavery in the United States of
America. This date should not be for-
gotten. This date should be commemo-
rated. It was a seminal moment in time
that has impacted every scintilla of
time since that day, August 20, 1619.

We should remember this day. We
should commemorate it because of the
lives that were lost and the suffering
that was endured by the many persons
who traversed the waters and the many
who did not make it.

We should remember it because of
the persons who did make it and what
they contributed to this country. They
were the persons who made America
the great country it is because they
were the economic foundational moth-
ers and fathers of the country. As such,
they deserve to be honored and they
deserve to have their lives respected.

They were not just throwaways. They
were not people who came here to do
harm. They were brought here force-
fully to help, and they did for some 246
years.

We should commemorate this date,
August 20, and we should do so annu-
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ally. The President of the TUnited
States of America has acknowledged
August 20. I am proud to say that the
Honorable ELIZABETH WARREN has
joined me in this effort to spread the
word and assure the commemoration of
August 20 as Slavery Remembrance
Day. The President acknowledged it.
This House of Representatives has ac-
knowledged August 20, 1619, as Slavery
Remembrance Day. I want to make
sure that we are mindful of this day as
it approaches and as we approach it.

I want us to be mindful of it because
I want us to set aside time to have a
commemoration event. This is impor-
tant. I liken this commemoration
event to Holocaust remembrance. I am
one of those persons who has great rev-
erence for Holocaust remembrance.

When last we had an event here in
the Capitol for Holocaust remem-
brance, I was there, and I was there the
time before. I pray that I will be there
next year and the many years after. I
believe that the Holocaust was an
event unlike any other in history, and
we have to commemorate it with a de-
gree of solemnity the lives that were
lost so as to not only appreciate what
happened during the Holocaust but also
to assure ourselves that it will never
happen again. It was a crime against
humanity unlike any other.

I liken slavery remembrance to the
Holocaust because it, too, was a crime
against humanity unlike any other,
and it too should be commemorated in
a similar fashion. We should have so-
lemnity for slavery remembrance, and
we should also have slavery remem-
brance events. People should take the
time to commemorate the lives that
were lost just as we do for the Holo-
caust. We do this, and we should do it
for both events.

I stand here today to say to my coun-
try: Let us give slavery remembrance
the same respect that we accord Holo-
caust remembrance. Both of them were
crimes against humanity unlike each
other. BEach was unlike any other
crime.

They are events that ought to be
commemorated.

My desire, coupled with many others,
I might add, who are joining me, is to
have an event to commemorate the
lives that were lost.

We want to at that event acknowl-
edge certain things, acknowledge that
we believe this should be a holy day,
not a holiday. Not a holiday. We are
not asking the Federal Government to
allow people to be off from work. We
are not asking the Federal Government
to pay anyone a special salary and
allow them to be away from work.

We are just asking that the people
who respect the day to respect the day,
and if you have African ancestry, then
respect yourself enough to commemo-
rate August 20. It is not a holiday; it is
a holy day. The distinction is we are
not asking the government to recog-
nize it as a holiday with some emolu-
ment to be accorded to people who
work for the government. We just want
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people to respect the more than 10 mil-
lion lives who were sacrificed to make
America great.

Madam Speaker, respect them and
give them the same respect we give
others who have made sacrifice for this
country. Others have sacrificed, and
they should be respected, as well. We
respect the military for the sacrifices
made. I respect the military for the
sacrifices made. I honor those who are
willing to sacrifice and join the mili-
tary.

Those who were part of the American
enslaved didn’t join. They weren’t re-
cruited, they were forced. They ought
to be respected just as we respect the
lives lost in the wars. We should re-
spect the lives lost to slavery in this
great country made great because of
those persons who were enslaved for
some 246 years.

Let’s respect them. Do this on Au-
gust 20, and let’s respect them to the
same extent that we have respected
persons who were members of the Con-
federacy. I say that because in the year
1956, the Congress of the United States
of America presented a Congressional
Gold Medal to the Confederate soldiers.
A Congressional Gold Medal. I believe
that we should accord a Congressional
Gold Medal to the enslaved. To the
enslaved a Congressional Gold Medal
should be presented.

If we can present a Congressional
Gold Medal to the Confederate soldiers
who were fighting to maintain slavery,
then surely we can present a Congres-
sional Gold Medal to those who were
enslaved. I think we should do it.

On August 20 we will talk about this
Congressional Gold Medal and what we
are doing to make this Congressional
Gold Medal a reality for those who
were enslaved, but we shouldn’t stop
there. The Congressional Gold Medal is
something that they have earned by
their labor. Their unpaid labor hasn’t
been properly addressed, but because of
their labor and because of the sacrifice
of being born into slavery and having
lived in slavery and died as a slave,
then that kind of sacrifice ought to be
honored.

I believe that we will do this at some
point across the length and breadth of
the country, but that is not enough. I
also believe that the President of the
United States should award a Presi-
dential Medal of Freedom to the
enslaved. We have given Presidential
Medals of Freedom to many persons,
and I am not in any way contending
that we should not have given them
their Presidential Medals of Freedom.

What I am saying is that we have ne-
glected the 10 million-plus persons
whose lives were sacrificed to make
America great. We ought to give them
a Presidential Medal of Freedom, as
well.

On August 20 we will commemorate
their lives with dignity and solemnity.
We will explain what we have done in
moving toward the Congressional Gold
Medal, as well as the Presidential
Medal of Freedom.
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Finally, I believe that we who have
suffered ought to be of assistance to
each other in helping to commemorate
the suffering. When I say we who have
suffered, I am talking about our ances-
tors having suffered. We ought to stand
together. We ought to work together.

When there is Holocaust remem-
brance, I believe people who have suf-
fered as the descendants, the scions, if
you will, of those who were enslaved, I
think we ought to do all that we can to
be a party to Holocaust remembrance.
Moreover, likewise, I believe that my
Jewish brothers and sisters ought to be
a party to slavery remembrance.

We have suffered. The suffering ought
not be something that is simply an-
other day as far as the day of recogni-
tion and then we go off. I believe that
there is a certain amount of unity that
suffering requires of people who have
suffered. That is because suffering can
teach you what you can learn no other
way. It really teaches you why it is so
important to respect the lives of those
who suffered.

You suffer as a descendant. I don’t
mean suffer in the same sense as your
ancestors or our ancestors, but we still
suffer, and we are going to suffer, but
we ought to commemorate the lives
lost. That helps greatly.

I am inviting my friends of all hues
to be a party to the Slavery Remem-
brance Day event. We will say more
about it later as far as time and loca-
tion, inviting everyone, with a special
invitation to my friends who are de-
scendants of the persons who suffered
the Holocaust.

I extend a special invitation to those
persons who are descendants of those
who suffered the Trail of Tears and a
special invitation to those who were in-
terned. There are American citizens
whose Asian ancestors were interned
because they were suspected, but never
proven, to be antithetical to the best
interests of the country.

I extend a special invitation to the
Latinos who have suffered in that there
is land that was removed from Mexico
that became a part of the United
States. Many people lost their lives in
battles associated with that conflict.

I extend a special invitation to any-
one and everyone who, which probably
would mean every person alive, has
some degree of ancestors who have suf-
fered in a similar sense. They are all
separate and they are all different, but
I respect all of the suffering. I invite
persons to come to the Slavery Re-
membrance Day.

Let us now start the process of not
only remembrance but also making it
special by awarding this Congressional
Gold Medal and this Presidential Medal
of Freedom.
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I am a scion of the enslaved persons—
a scion, by the way, is a descendant—a
scion of the enslaved persons whose
lives were sacrificed to make America
great. As a scion, I respect all who
have suffered the indignity and injus-
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tice of having their ancestors suffer. I
invite scions of all hues, of all stripes,
to come together on Slavery Remem-
brance Day, August 20.

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

—————

JOINT ECONOMIC REPORT
CONCERNS AND SOLUTIONS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 9, 2023, the gentleman from Ari-
zona (Mr. SCHWEIKERT) is recognized
for 60 minutes as the designee of the
majority leader.

Mr. SCHWEIKERT. Madam Speaker,
Congressman AL GREEN and I are al-
most oceans apart, as a traditional
Democrat and a conservative Repub-
lican. Yet, since the day I have been
here, he has always been remarkably
kind to me. He is one of my little girl’s
favorite people because he is sweet to
her.

I think it is a demonstration that we
may see lots of the world differently—
and he knows I am passionately trying
to convince him that the morality of
making people healthier is the most
powerful thing we can do on income in-
equality and some of the afflictions
that exist in our society today. One
day, I am going to close that deal. I
thank the gentleman for being so kind
to my family and me.

Madam Speaker, this one is going to
be a little thick. I apologize right now
to the person who has to try to take
these words down.

Last Friday, we issued the Joint Eco-
nomic Report. The Joint Economic
Committee has a really neat history.
In 1956, I think, it was chartered. Right
now, I am finishing up the autobiog-
raphy of Milton Friedman, and he talks
about the number of times he came in
front of the committee and presented
ideas.

It is a unique committee. It is Senate
and House, and we rotate the chair-
manship back and forth between the
Senate and House. So, this year, Mr.
HEINRICH in the Senate has the chair-
manship. I have the vice chairmanship.
If we are blessed to remain in the ma-
jority and the Speaker so chooses to
let me keep the chairmanship, it comes
back to me.

As Republicans, we tried to do some-
thing last year and this year, which
was, instead of just taking shots at the
President’s economic reports, the
President’s budget, we not only pointed
out where they were wrong mathemarti-
cally, but we also pointed out solu-
tions.

The hardest part here is trying to get
the heads around this place, the think-
ing around this place, the intellectual
calcification that is this place, and get
them to understand the baseline math
and how incredibly difficult it is.

I am going to say this three or four
times as we are going through this. I
know we are in the time of election
year math, so like last night’s debate,
there were a couple of moments when I
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