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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned.

The point of no quorum is considered
withdrawn.

————
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BORDER CRISIS IS KILLING OUR
COUNTRY

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LAMALFA. Madam Speaker, for
the new year, I have done a survey with
my constituents and asked what the
issues are that they want to be focused
on in 2024. The top answer they sub-
mitted in my northern California dis-
trict was the border crisis, a Biden and
Democratic Party-created crisis.

Republicans and Democrats agree
there is a crisis at our border, and it is
President Joe Biden’s fault. During his
first 100 days in office, he took 94 exec-
utive actions on immigration, includ-
ing halting the construction of the bor-
der fence.

Under his administration, there have
been 8 million illegal border crossings
nationwide and over 6.7 million en-
counters at our southern border. The
Biden administration’s continuous
open border policies are to blame for
this historic crisis.

We need action now. We need it yes-
terday. We must pass, over in the Sen-
ate, H.R. 2, the strongest border secu-
rity bill in congressional history, im-
mediately. We must complete the wall,
change the asylum rules to not be such
a joke and prevent millions of illegals
from being attracted here by a magnet,
streamline deportations, and end pa-
role in the United States.

We cannot continue to allow this to
stand any longer. It is killing our coun-
try and our economy.

———

POLICY SOLUTIONS TO THE
BORDER CRISIS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
BEAN of Florida). Under the Speaker’s
announced policy of January 9, 2023,
the gentleman from Utah (Mr. MOORE)
is recognized for 60 minutes as the des-
ignee of the majority leader.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. MOORE of Utah. Mr. Speaker, 1
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material
on the topic of this Special Order.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Utah?

There was no objection.

Mr. MOORE of Utah. Mr. Speaker,
before 1 yield time to my colleague
from Utah, I want to quickly highlight
and reiterate the importance of what
we are doing here as the House GOP.

House Republicans, during the holi-
day break, took the time, over 60 of us,

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

to go down to the border to be able to
share what is truly going on. We get to
hear, hopefully, today a little bit more
about this.

At no point in our Nation’s history
has the situation on the southern bor-
der reached the levels of policy failure,
humanitarian disaster, and security
threat that it has under the Biden ad-
ministration.

Many of my House Republican col-
leagues witnessed firsthand the trag-
edy at our border last week. It is out of
control, and the Biden administration
has completely dropped the ball on this
issue and threatened the safety of
every American community in the
process. The issue is, it is more simple
than this.

To President Biden, the gig is up.
You took office and thought: Let’s just
reverse everything that the Trump ad-
ministration had been doing. Let’s not
necessarily evaluate whether it was
successful, whether it was the right
policy. Let’s just kind of use our execu-
tive pen to reverse everything.

It is very simple to consider Migrant
Protection Protocols, the remain in
Mexico policy, catch and release. These
are simple policy changes that would
have an immediate positive impact.

Many of my colleagues were able to
see this, to witness this, again, first-
hand this past week, and I look forward
to hearing from Representative BUR-
GESS OWENS from the great State of
Utah for more on this issue.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman
from Utah (Mr. OWENS).

Mr. OWENS. Mr. Speaker, I recently
joined Speaker JOHNSON and more than
60 colleagues to visit the southern bor-
der at Eagle Pass, Texas, one of the
busiest Border Patrol entry points.
What I witnessed was nothing short of
an invasion, an invasion facilitated by
the purposeful policies of the Biden ad-
ministration.

It was my second trip to the border
since the spring of 2021, and regret-
tably, the situation has only gotten
worse.

Two years ago, I encountered a
heart-wrenching tragedy of an unac-
companied autistic 7-year-old child, a
little girl who was trafficked by the
Mexican cartel. My guess is the Biden
administration is clueless as to the sta-
tus of this vulnerable young lady. My
guess also is that she is now 1 of the
over 100,000 unaccompanied children
who have been trafficked through the
Biden administration’s open border and
now lost. The 100,000 innocent children
lost to our system highlight the heart-
less administration that does not care
about the innocents.

The crisis doesn’t end here. Over
100,000 Americans, primarily aged be-
tween 19 and 48, have fallen victim to
fentanyl, a deadly weapon shipped from
China to Mexico, processed, and then
smuggled across our borders. More
Americans have lost their lives in a
single year than the two 20-year wars
in Vietnam and Afghanistan combined.

As these Americans are being
poisoned across our country—by the
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way, this is across party lines. It
doesn’t matter what our race, creed, or
color might be. Take one, and we have
lost another child.

As we are losing Americans, over
100,000, at this one port of entry, Eagle
Pass, they are making over $34 million
per week through this trafficking of
fentanyl.

President Biden did not inherit this
crisis at our southern border. He pur-
posely created it by rolling back the
successful Trump policies and then re-
fusing to enforce U.S. immigration
laws. In his first 100 days, he took 94
executive actions on immigration, re-
sulting in 1.8 million illegal crossings
since January 2021.

That is why I joined my House Re-
publican colleagues to pass the Secure
the Border Act of 2023 7 months ago,
which offers commonsense solutions to
the Biden border crisis. This legislation
demands the completion of the border
wall, an end to catch and release, an
increase in Border Patrol agents, a halt
to the flow of deadly fentanyl, and pro-
tection of our innocent children from
human traffickers. It places the safety
of the American people first, a senti-
ment shared by citizens throughout
our country who are tired of Washing-
ton’s inaction. However, the Senate
Democrats refuse to bring it to the
floor for a vote.

Mr. Speaker, I urge the Senate to im-
mediately pass H.R. 2, send it to the
President’s desk, and stand up for the
safety, security, and sacred laws of our
great Nation.

Mr. MOORE of Utah. Mr. Speaker, I
thank Representative OWENS for his
firsthand look.

I spent time at the border—I believe
it was in the late spring—and the same
situation continues on. The solutions
are right in front of us, and we just
need the Biden administration to rec-
ognize that.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman
from California (Mr. LAMALFA).

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, I appre-
ciate the time to be able to weigh in on
these issues in a little more relaxed
manner here and spend some time.

I want to talk a little bit about legis-
lation we are working on here known
as S.J. Res. 38. In this case, it would
ensure our taxpayer dollars are used to
buy American-made products, some-
thing that has had bipartisan support,
nonpartisan support, in the past
around here.

Certainly, when we are talking about
having something domestically pro-
duced or buying it from a foreign com-
petitor or ally, one thing we shouldn’t
be doing is buying more and more
things from China.

What is the sense of exporting so
many of our dollars over to somebody
who is such an adversary in so many
things on the world front, with the
funding of countries that are helping to
sponsor terrorism and the unrest they
are helping fund in the Middle East?
There are constant threats to Taiwan
and the other islands in the South
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China Sea that are possessions of
Japan and others, constant aggression
on that. They sink many other smaller
countries into huge debt by dangling
out loans they know they can’t repay,
and pretty soon, they can take over the
resources of that country.

As the United States of America, we
can produce anything we want here. We
can produce it well, usually of the best
quality, using the best practices, by
far, yet what are we doing? We are
hamstringing our own ability to
strengthen our own economy with the
energy we need to produce in order to
do that, with environmental policies
that 50 years ago were well intentioned
but have been completely weaponized
against industries and farming, min-
ing, and timber. The West burns each
year massively. In California and Utah,
it is endless.

A lot of this currently comes from
Biden administration policies, and I
jump back 3 years to 8 years to the
Obama-era policies that have put us in
this spot.

Currently, President Biden wants to
shoot down the waiver to eliminate the
buy in America requirements for, in
this case, electric vehicle chargers.
That is what this bill, S.J. Res. 38, is
about, which would be purchased under
the Infrastructure and Jobs Act, an-
other boondoggle itself.

If the money is going to be forced to
be spent, and we have to buy these
electric chargers for electric cars, at
least can we have them be American
produced, American made.

Don’t get me mixed up with the elec-
tric car crowd. I don’t think we should
be forcing that on anybody. At the
same time, they are tearing down the
California power grid with the dams
they are removing on the Klamath
River up in the north part of my dis-
trict and one across the border, and
then threatening the Snake River far-
ther up and one down in Mendocino
County.

It is just one thing after another,
getting rid of hydroelectric power and
also the ability to store water and for
the water to be retained during flood
control season and for some recre-
ation—yes, even water available to let
out for fish when they need to. When
they tear these dams out, we lose that
green, renewable, clean, CO,-free power
by these policies.

An addendum to that, CO, is not a
problem. It is only 0.04 percent of our
atmosphere. The left wants to keep
playing these games like we are talk-
ing about here. They want to export
jobs to China to build these electric car
chargers. They want to tear down the
dams that produce CO,-free, green, re-
newable power and try and build even
more batteries and more windmills
that chop up the birds and only run
when there is a little bit of wind and
the solar plants that only run during
the daytime when it is not a cloudy or
rainy or snow-covered day. It is amaz-
ing how dumb these ideas are.

In 2021, the Democrats included $7.5
billion of taxpayer money for electric
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vehicle charging stations in their pie-
in-the-sky idea that we are going to
electrify everything in the next few
yvears. This is the Infrastructure and
Jobs Act.

I don’t support the forced purchase
and proliferation of electric vehicles,
but doggone it, if we are going to do
this, we need to buy American.

Why do we have to steamroll our own
laws? Why is the administration back-
stabbing our American manufacturers
and sending billions over to China and
other Asian markets?

In the process, it also destroys our
immigration laws and fosters more
chaos at the border when we have this
continued policy by the Biden adminis-
tration of basically ignoring the bor-
der.

As mentioned earlier, 64 of my col-
leagues went to the border. I have paid
a couple of visits myself in Arizona and
California and such. It is indeed chaos.
They are just walking right past you
when you go visit the border. Some of
these are nice folks from Central
America, families and such. We keep
putting out the magnet, the green light
to come across.

We have talked many times about
the numbers coming across the border,
like 10,000 per day just in the month of
December, 300,000 for a month.

The burden is being borne even by
our Democrat-run cities, even they are
starting to cry uncle. We have the Gov-
ernor of New Jersey saying we need to
check with these bus companies and
see where they are all coming from.
No, you need to check over here at 1600
Pennsylvania Avenue. That is where
the policy is coming from. It isn’t bus
companies from Texas or Florida or
something. That is who you need to be
talking to because that is where the
problem is.

Indeed, the administration is shifting
from pushing our jobs overseas to then
having our jobs here filled by people
who are coming here illegally. It is the
chaos they have had at the border cou-
pled with these other policies and
fentanyl coming across the border.

Who knows what kind of terror cells
are being built by people coming across
the border illegally and the gunrunning
and everything else that can happen? It
has even resulted in the housing of ille-
gal immigrants in our National Park
System, including a mnational park
right there in New York City, so people
can’t use it.

Now, you have seen the stories more
and more recently that they are going
to be housing them in schools. Kids are
getting kicked out of schools in New
York right now because they have a
supposedly temporary problem where
they have to house them in the gym.
The kids can go online, back to Zoom
learning, like during the height of
COVID, which was manipulated in my
own home State of California, which
took an extra year to allow Kkids back
into school.

0 1545

What a mess. Why are these people
entrusted with power?
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When you talk to the American pub-
lic, this is all preventable. We don’t
have to live like this, when we are
talking energy, when we are talking
domestic production. No, we would
rather export it, I guess, and have kids
in Africa mine the products in order to
have your electric car and electric
gadgetry.

The National Park Police have testi-
fied that these encampments on our
National Park lands endanger the peo-
ple that would normally enjoy and use
them. Also, in the wintertime, these
areas can end up being a floodplain,
like the one in New York City, endan-
gering the illegal immigrants that are
being attracted—until recently, when
it seems maybe the light is starting to
turn around for the Governor of New
York and the mayor of New York City
and such.

I don’t know. I don’t know.

Mr. Speaker, we have a porous bor-
der. We have a massive problem with
the encounters that we have at the bor-
der here that are overwhelming our de-
moralized Border Patrol folks. How are
they supposed to do their job?

On my visit down to Arizona, they
actually had, and still have today, gov-
ernment-provided vans go over and just
pick people up at the gaps in the border
and get them to the processing center
sooner. We know that 85 percent of
them are not going to be heard at their
asylum trial any time soon.

One thing after another is wrecking
our economy, wrecking people’s con-
fidence in government, and the ability
just to conduct their own lives. There
is no reason we need to have such cost-
ly ways of doing business with energy,
with procuring food; everything else
that is happening under this Biden ad-
ministration.

Mr. Speaker, just 3 years ago, things
were looking pretty good on the cost of
fuel, cost of groceries, and employment
until they used COVID as a weapon to
attack our economy at that time and
tried to make it look bad in order to
win the 2020 election.

We have a lot of complex issues, but
the solutions really aren’t that tough
when you get down to it: enforce the
border laws that we have.

We don’t need comprehensive immi-
gration reform. We already know what
we are supposed to do about the border.
We just need to enforce the laws that
we have and have common sense ap-
plied to asylum.

At the same time, let’s not exploit
American jobs that we could be doing if
we have to produce these electric vehi-
cle charging stations. At least let
Americans produce them instead of
sending them to China.

Mr. MOORE of Utah. Mr. Speaker, 1
thank the gentleman from California
for speaking very plainly and very sim-
ply. These solutions are right in front
of us.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman
from North Carolina (Mr. MURPHY).

Mr. MURPHY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in opposition to the CMS’ pro-
posed Medicare cut of 3.37 percent.
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Just to put this in perspective, when
a physician sees a Medicare patient,
they do it because they care about pa-
tients. They do not do it for money, be-
cause it doesn’t make financial sense.

Let me give an example here.

You own a hardware store and you
want to sell hammers. It costs you $1
for each hammer. Say, the hammer is
on Medicare, or you have to buy the
Medicare, and you have to sell it for 60
cents.

How long do you stay in business? It
doesn’t make sense.

So as we move time and time and
time again, the number of physicians
who are able to take Medicare patients,
out of the goodness of their heart, is
falling and falling. You actually lose
money on Medicare or Medicare pa-
tients that has to be taken up through
cost shifting for regular insurance.

When I ran a private practice, I
stayed up many, many nights, Satur-
day nights, searching for paper clips,
making sure that I knew where every
penny went. I just had to make sure
that my staff and the bills got paid be-
fore I ever got paid.

My practice was heavily Medicare, so
I did not take a salary many, many
times because the numbers did not
work. In fact, adjusted for overinfla-
tion for the last 20 years, Medicare
physician fee schedules have dropped 20
percent, and this is in light of the mas-
sive inflation we have had over the last
2 years; even worse.

Mr. Speaker, what other profession
expects to get a pay cut every year?

This has to stop.

These are the people who are actu-
ally up in the middle of the night tak-
ing care of your grandmother who has
appendicitis, taking care of your
daughter, taking care of your child
with a broken arm. They are the ones
doing this, and here we are rewarding
them because they basically have to
take government pay patients by cut-
ting and cutting and cutting.

One of ObamaCare’s directives was to
starve private practices to force physi-
cians to work in hospitals or big con-
glomerations.

How did they do this? They cut their
pay every year while hospitals, al-
though not as much so, got raises every
year.

So what does this do? It pushes phy-
sicians out of private practice because
they can’t pay the bills.

Mr. Speaker, I left my private prac-
tice when my partner said: We can’t do
this anymore. We are going to be ac-
quired by a hospital.

Mr. MURPHY: We can’t provide the
care to the patients that they need.

Why is it a bad model? Private-prac-
tice physicians are different birds than
employed physicians. It is just very
simple. It is a well-known fact in medi-
cine. Those employed physicians tend
to be less efficient, cost more, and tend
to work more on the clock.

Those who are in private practice put
a taproot down in a community. They
have stayed there, and they are some-
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one’s doctor for 20, 30 years or more.
This is not happening now. They have
made transitory medicine the rule, not
the exception.

The cuts that are going to the Medi-
care fee schedule absolutely need to
stop. This is why I introduced H.R.
6683, the Preserving Seniors’ Access to
Physicians Act.

This legislation will stop this year’s
cuts while we work on a permanent so-
lution. This is not something that
needs to happen year after year after
year where we are cutting and cutting
the people who actually take care of
patients.

Mr. Speaker, I came to Congress to
help work with my colleagues to help
fix Medicare. We are facing an absolute
calamity with the shortage of doctors,
especially surgeons, in the next 3 to 5
years. Those who are reaching retire-
ment age, instead of working like most
physicians do, are finally throwing up
their hands and saying, we are done.

Sadly enough, the ones coming out of
medical school now—because of some
of the processes now were not working
hard enough—are not nearly coming
out in the numbers and the efficiency
to take the place of those retiring.

Every day, we now add 10,000 new pa-
tients to the Medicare rolls. You are
expecting doctors to continue to take
more and more Medicare, earning less
and less and less. They are going to go
out of business or have to go into em-
ployment, which we all know is a worse
way of taking care of patients.

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to
support H.R. 6683 and help us try to
keep medicine back on track.

Thank you.

Mr. MOORE of Utah. Mr. Speaker,
Dr. Murphy and I sit on the same com-
mittee, Health in the Ways and Means
Committee, and if his remarks seem
personal, it is because they are. He has
had such a close experience with this,
and no one makes the point better that
all of our providers’ costs continue to
go up because of bad the monetary pol-
icy that we have seen, particularly in
the last few years. When we constantly
tell these providers, You are going to
have to do more with less, they have to
make decisions, and this is ultimately
the worst possible thing for our pa-
tients.

The crowding-out effect that we have
going on in our economy right now,
particularly with things related to gov-
ernment funding, there is no situation
where it is worse than this. The inabil-
ity for us to get after our true debt and
deficit drivers will continue to crowd
out, so these types of cuts are forced on
providers, and we have to be willing
and adult enough to be able to figure
that out.

So thank you for that, Dr. Murphy.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman
from Indiana (Mr. BUCSHON).

Mr. BUCSHON. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman for yielding.

I am rising today to advocate for
America’s patients and their physi-
cians.
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Over the past 3 years, doctors across
the Nation have more than stepped up
to the challenges that they have en-
countered, COVID, often risking their
own health and safety to protect our
communities. That not only includes
the physicians; that includes the
nurses, the technicians, and everyone
in America’s hospitals. However, when
Congress left town in December, we
once again let down America’s doctors
by allowing a 3.37 percent Medicare
payment cut to hit January 1.

As a cardiothoracic surgeon for 15
years, I have seen firsthand the con-
sequences of cuts like these. What are
the consequences? Access to quality
healthcare for rural America that I
represent, underserved urban America,
the American people.

The payment cut to physicians will
impede patients’ access to care while
increasing the gap between physician
expenses and reimbursement rates.

I want to associate myself with Dr.
Murphy’s comments. Costs are dra-
matically going up, and, if that con-
tinues, more and more of America’s
physicians will not take Medicare. I
didn’t say Medicaid. I said Medicare.

Given the existing shortage of physi-
cians in the United States, the com-
bination of declining reimbursement
and rapidly rising costs threatens to
drive more doctors out of the profes-
sion, particularly, as I mentioned, in
rural and underserved urban America.

It has led to a lot of consolidation, as
Dr. Murphy mentioned—physicians
being consolidated into a large medical
practice or employed by large hospital
systems.

Fortunately, we have a window of op-
portunity to right this wrong and sup-
port the thousands of hardworking men
and women serving millions of Medi-
care beneficiaries. We must stop the
bleeding and eliminate the full 3.37 cut
by January 19.

Congress must also implement a per-
manent solution that will halt the
downward spiral of physician reim-
bursement and provide much-needed
and deserved stability for America’s
doctors. Again, if we want access for
America’s seniors to the Medicare pro-
gram, we have to act. We have to act
soon.

Again, it is not just physicians out
there not taking Medicaid. They are
not taking Medicare. I have elderly in-
laws and an elderly mother. They have
experienced this.

In fact, we had a hearing in the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce a cou-
ple of weeks ago. There was an econo-
mist there. He couched it in a way that
was positive. He said, Well, 60 percent
of America’s seniors are not having
trouble finding a primary care physi-
cian.

When it came around time for my
questioning, I said, Well, I want to re-
phrase that. Forty percent of Amer-
ica’s seniors are struggling to find a
primary care doctor. That is a big
number, folks. Forty percent of Amer-
ica’s seniors are struggling. Their phy-
sician retires. Their physician moves.



H42

Trying to find a new primary care doc-
tor is a big challenge. We cannot let
this continue—again, urban America
and underserved areas, rural America
that I represent.

In 2023, for a more permanent solu-
tion, I introduced the bipartisan
Strengthening Medicare for Patients
and Providers Act, which would tie the
annual physician fee schedule updates
to inflationary measurements, the
Medicare Economic Index, or MEI
That is both fair and efficient. It has
been promoted. Almost every medical
society in America thinks this is a
good idea.

I don’t have the graph in front of me
but let me just tell you what it shows.
Outpatient and inpatient hospital care
gets an update based on inflation every
year. Providers do not. As Dr. MURPHY
outlined, it has been at least a 20 per-
cent cut just based on that in the most
recent history, and even more if you
factor in the massive inflation—which
thankfully is down—that we had last
year and the year before.

The current path toward further con-
solidation, physician burnout, closure
of medical practices must be corrected.
If we don’t correct this, the problems I
outlined are going to continue.

I urge congressional leadership to ad-
dress this critical issue, and I will con-
tinue to advance patient-centered solu-
tions that empower patients and sup-
port innovation to ensure that all
Americans have access to quality, af-
fordable healthcare.

Mr. MOORE of Utah. Mr. Speaker, I
thank the gentleman, Dr. BUCSHON, for
another incredible perspective on this
looming issue that seems to just be
year over year over year, and we can-
not continue to put our medical pro-
viders in this situation.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman
from Tennessee (Mr. ROSE).

Mr. ROSE. Mr. Speaker, I thank the
gentleman from Utah, Vice Chairman
MOORE, for yielding and for claiming
this time this afternoon to discuss
these important issues facing our Na-
tion.

Mr. Speaker, as the music note
dropped in Nashville and Americans
rang in the new year on January 1, we
woke up in the morning to horrifying
news. 302,000 illegal immigrant encoun-
ters had occurred at our southern bor-
der, the most in any single month ever,
in December 2023. To put this number
into perspective, that is more than the
entire population of Knoxville, Ten-
nessee, which is the third largest city
in my home State of Tennessee.
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Keep in mind, Mr. Speaker, that out
of the 302,000 illegal immigrants en-
countered at the southern border, none
of these includes the illegal immi-
grants who successfully evaded our
Customs and Border Patrol agents.

Nevertheless, Mr. Speaker, it is actu-
ally much worse. In fact, in fiscal year
2023 which ended on September 30, so it
doesn’t include the record-breaking
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month of December, Customs and Bor-
der Protection reported 2.48 million il-
legal immigrant encounters, and there
were over 1.1 million known got-aways.
That includes 169 people who were
stopped trying to cross the border in
fiscal year 2023 whose names appear on
the terrorist watch list, which is more
than in fiscal years ’17, ’18, ’19, 20, ’21,
and ’22 combined. Or to put it another
way, the entire Trump Presidency plus
Biden’s first 2 years.

Additionally, border officials seized
27,293 pounds of fentanyl in fiscal year
2023. That is a whopping 464 percent in-
crease from 2020 and, obviously, points
out the failure of the White House and
the Department of Homeland Security
to enforce our Nation’s laws.

Their desire for open border policies
is wreaking havoc on an entire genera-
tion of young people in my home State
and across our country who are dying
from fentanyl overdose at an alarming
rate.

From halting border wall construc-
tion to ending the successful remain in
Mexico program implemented during
the Trump administration to ending
title 42 powers that kept illegals out of
the country, the White House con-
tinues to send a message to the world
that our borders are wide open.

Thankfully, there is a solution that
would make for a great new year’s res-
olution. The House Republicans passed
H.R. 2, the Secure the Border Act of
2023. It would end the catch-and-release
policy, pay more for Border Patrol
agents, restart important border wall
construction, and strengthen and
streamline the asylum process.

The bottom line is we must enforce
the laws already on the books and pass
new ones that put an end to the sky-
rocketing illegal immigration dis-
rupting every corner of America, in-
cluding my home State of Tennessee.
Unfortunately, until then, every town
in President Biden’s America will be a
border town.

Mr. MOORE of Utah. Mr. Speaker, I
thank the gentleman from Tennessee
for his remarks.

Mr. Speaker, I echo the gentleman’s
sentiments, and I will continue to
speak on it today. The solutions at the
border are simple. We have got actual
data that can just be reimplemented
and we can get rid of the politics in-
volved and just do something right by
our Nation. We look forward to an op-
portunity to leverage this moment to
get this border policy through. The
things in H.R. 2 make absolute sense.

I am looking forward now to the re-
marks of my colleague from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. JOYCE).

Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Speaker, I thank the vice chairman for
yielding to me.

Mr. Speaker, last week, I joined the
largest congressional delegation in his-
tory to visit our southern border. What
we saw is absolutely alarming. It is
alarming to me personally and will be
alarming to every American. We saw a
Border Patrol station that has been
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under constant siege for months. We
saw a community in Eagle Pass dealing
with the strain of over 300,000 migrants
crossing the border in the past 30 days.
We saw an emboldened cartel that con-
tinues to smuggle drugs and human
trafficking into every community in
America.

Speaking to Border Patrol agents
and local sheriffs, it is clear that Presi-
dent Biden’s open border policies have
led to this national security crisis.

In the past 3 years, we have seen the
number of attempted entries by indi-
viduals on the terrorist watch list sky-
rocket to over 100 a year with 1.5 mil-
lion got-aways reported by the Border
Patrol. That number is surely larger.
We have seen an increase in drug smug-
gling with substances like fentanyl,
methamphetamine, and heroin enter-
ing our Nation at record levels.

Moreover, we have seen reports of
public schools being used as holding fa-
cilities for migrants instead of being
used for American students who are al-
ready suffering from historic learning
losses after the COVID pandemic.

All of this amounts to a pattern of
failure brought on by the Biden admin-
istration’s refusal to address the border
crisis head-on.

Half measures will not keep Ameri-
cans safe. It is time for the Senate to
pass H.R. 2, the Secure the Border Act,
and begin working in good faith to pro-
tect our communities.

For far too long, my constituents
have been poisoned by fentanyl analogs
that are created in China, made into
pills in Mexico, and brought into the
United States through an open south-
ern border.

It is time to enforce our laws. It is
time to reinstate the remain in Mexico
policy. It is time to give Border Patrol
agents the tools and the resources that
they need to protect our border and to
protect the sovereignty of our country.
It is time to secure our Nation.

Mr. MOORE of Utah. Mr. Speaker, 1
thank Dr. JOYCE for coming down over
the holiday break.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman
from Georgia (Mr. CARTER).

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I thank the gentleman for yielding,
and I thank him for hosting this Spe-
cial Order.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to discuss
CMS’ Medicare physician fee schedule
which threatens seniors’ access to
healthcare, exacerbates vertical con-
solidation within the market, and will
further drive patients toward higher
cost sites of service.

Physician costs are growing, but
their reimbursements are shrinking
yet again.

In America, we all want the same
thing when it comes to healthcare.
Whether you are a Republican, a Demo-
crat, an Independent, or whatever, you
want accessible, affordable, and quality
healthcare. Everyone wants that.

This is causing all three to suffer.
Accessibility is decreasing. More physi-
cians and more physicians are no
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longer accepting Medicaid and are no
longer accepting Medicare.

The issues are accessibility, afford-
ability, driving patients to higher cost
sites, and, of course, quality.

Quality goes down when we lose qual-
ity physicians, and we are losing them.
They are getting out of the practices
because they can’t afford to stay in the
practices. In fact, Medicare doctor pay-
ments have been cut by almost 10 per-
cent over the last 4 years. This is sim-
ply unsustainable.

Fortunately, we have a window of op-
portunity to right this wrong and sup-
port the thousands of hardworking men
and women serving millions of Medi-
care beneficiaries. Over the holidays, I
spoke with doctors in my district who
are preparing to make painful deci-
sions including service reductions and
hiring freezes.

For patients, this means an inability
to get even basic healthcare services
close to their homes or longer wait
times as overwhelmed staff race to
keep up.

That is why I am working closely
with my bipartisan colleagues on a per-
manent solution, but we need to stop
the full 3.37 percent cut and ensure
that physicians have the financial sup-
port necessary to care for our seniors.

This is the United States of America.
We have the greatest healthcare sys-
tem in the world, and we are ruining it.

Again, I don’t care if you are a Re-
publican, Democrat, Independent, red,
blue, or green. I don’t care. We all want
the same thing. We want accessible, af-
fordable, quality healthcare. This is ru-
ining it. We have got to compensate
our physicians.

Mr. MOORE of Utah. Mr. Speaker, I
thank the gentleman from Georgia for
his remarks emphasizing the need for
good healthcare.

I hear this from several of my
friends, family, and constituents back
home. I think one of the most alarming
things that we are seeing right now in
the healthcare provider world is that—
when I grew up, a lot of my friends’
parents were physicians. They would
always encourage their child to go into
medical school and pursue a career
that they loved so much. This may just
be an anecdote, but I am literally see-
ing that next generation of current
providers saying: Try something dif-
ferent.

Again, that may just be my experi-
ence. I don’t think it is because I have
heard a lot of it from other colleagues
of mine. We can’t look back at this
time and say we didn’t address this
issue of not doing right by our pro-
viders, by our rural healthcare and
making sure that they have what they
need to be able to navigate the costs
that are continually increasing and
being able to provide for their patients.

As Dr. Murphy also talked about, we
have to have private practices being
able to stay nimble and focused on
their specific community and not just
build big conglomerates. Small busi-
ness is the backbone of our Nation, and
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that needs to exist also in our
healthcare market.

As I close here, let me just turn to
the other topic that we talked heavily
about today which is the border. I
spent some time at home the last few
weeks, and as I met with and had dif-
ferent forums back home with con-
stituents, I explained to them that one
of the biggest problems is the way that
policy works in Washington, D.C.

It is in a very partisan and difficult
circumstance back here. I don’t think
anybody on either side of the aisle
would disagree with me that it be-
comes very difficult. When we factor in
the Senate that requires a 60-vote
threshold—every bill needs to be bipar-
tisan in the Senate—that requirement
isn’t here in the majoritarian rule
House, but that is what we live with.
Particularly when there is split gov-
ernment, then we have difficult deci-
sions and difficult things to navigate.

The point that I made to them was
that with my Democratic colleagues,
we often can find the first three or four
provisions of a particular issue that we
agree with, but then that is when it be-
comes difficult because if Democrats
want the fifth, the sixth, and the sev-
enth item, then they will say, no, we
are not going to vote on any of the
things we agree on until we get some of
these things we want, even though we
agree on the baseline.

We do it too. We have certain things
that we want to make sure we get so
we are going to leverage that so we
don’t get the basics done.

I can’t think of a scenario where this
applies more than our border crisis
right now. I don’t want to make this
political. I remember a little while ago
when there were 34-odd migrants that
suffocated in the back of a truck. It
was like a blip on the news feed. It was
so quick. It came out as a news cycle.
That is the danger of what is going on
right now. We have empowered the car-
tel networks that we should be united
against. We have empowered the cartel
networks to own the border.

I heard a staggering statistic—I don’t
have the number in front of me—on
what we have calculated on how much
money those cartels are making on a
weekly to monthly basis. It is terri-
fying because that number is going di-
rectly into the drug trade.

The fentanyl crisis is one of the big-
gest impacts this has on our commu-
nity. I held this huge roundtable back
in Utah with the caretakers, law en-
forcement, and advocacy groups. It was
a very nonpartisan conversation, and it
was S0, SO concerning on what was
going on.

This is what I want to tell the Amer-
ican people: We actually agree that we
should do a lot of the elements in H.R.
2. We should shore up that protection
and border security. However, then we
need to make sure we streamline the
visa process, and we need to make sure
we get a stronger workforce here.

I am here to tell you, Mr. Speaker,
we actually largely will agree on that

H43

aspect of a comprehensive immigration
reform.
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My biggest criticism of President
Biden and his administration has been
that he immediately removed or re-
versed the Migrant Protection Proto-
cols, the remain in Mexico policy that
the Trump-Pence administration had
done. “Well, we are a new administra-
tion. We have to reverse all those
things.”

A lot of the energy things were done
by executive order. It was also this bor-
der policy. I think we are seeing now it
is okay to have made a mistake if you
are willing to be the adult and say:
“Look, we actually should reimple-
ment some of this stuff.”

It is what the American people need.
It is what the polling will tell us. It is
what we largely agree, that there are
some basic things that we can get
done.

I think not telling the cartels: ‘‘Hey,
if you just get folks to the border and
get them across, they are going to get
lost in the system. You are going to be
in there, and you are going to be fine.”
That is what they are telling them.
The immigrants who are coming here,
it is not the experience they are having
because they get lost in the system and
then are forced to go into the drug
trade or forced to be part of the work-
force of the Sinaloa cartel once they
rush the product through the borders
however they get it, whether it is a
port or nonport. I don’t care how it
comes through.

Once that product gets here, then
these individuals get leveraged to do
that because they have no other op-
tions because they were lied to by the
cartels.

If we can agree on some basic stuff,
let’s implement it. If we shore up and
get back to times that we saw in pre-
vious Presidencies, we can then go and
actually work on some of the other im-
migration policies that also need re-
form.

I am committed to doing that, and I
hope that we can address that. If we
leave the border with this type of pol-
icy that we have seen create a beacon
for these cartels, then we will not be
able to accomplish anything.

If it has to be done all in one bill,
that is unrealistic because it is just a
bigger beacon. It is just more oppor-
tunity for the cartels to try to get
more people through, and it is nonsen-
sical.

I hope for every opportunity to tell
the Biden administration that this is
actually better for you politically. I
hate to say it, but this is what the
American people need.

That is what my colleagues are try-
ing to emphasize. That is why over 64
of my colleagues last week spent time
down there. The same things that I saw
months ago when I visited Eagle Pass
are continuing. They are not getting
better. There has to be policy change.

Mr. Speaker, I appreciate my col-
leagues for attending today’s Special
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Order and sharing their thoughts on
these very important issues, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

———

PROTECT AND ENHANCE SOCIAL
SECURITY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 9, 2023, the gentleman from Con-
necticut (Mr. LARSON) is recognized for
60 minutes as the designee of the mi-
nority leader.

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. Mr.
Speaker, we are here this afternoon to
discuss America’s number one anti-
poverty program for the elderly and
the number one antipoverty program
for children. It is Social Security.

I commend my colleague from the
Ways and Means Committee, Mr.
MOORE, for his work on the committee,
but here is the issue, Mr. Speaker: This
Congress that we are all a part of has
not enhanced Social Security now
going on b3 years. 1971 was the last
time the United States Congress, which
has the responsibility, enhanced Social
Security for any of its recipients. Mr.
Speaker, 10,000 baby boomers a day be-
come eligible for Social Security, and
since 1971, Congress has not taken any
action.

I am joined by my colleagues today
as we come to this floor and beseech
our fellow colleagues to do one simple
thing: Vote. That is our responsibility.

We have a very specific plan that we
have put forward. There is also this
other plan that is out there, some sort
of debt commission that is going to go
behind closed doors and decide what
they will cut with respect to Social Se-
curity.

The American public overwhelm-
ingly—Democrat, Republican, and
Independents—all say we do not need
cuts to the very essential programs
that we rely on as a country. For more
than 40 percent, Mr. Speaker, of all
Americans, Social Security is the only
pension that they have, and Congress
hasn’t acted in more than 53 years.

We need to enhance the program. We
need to enhance it in a way that makes
sure that everyone gets an across-the-
board increase, especially for 5 million
of our fellow Americans, mostly
women, who get below-poverty-level
checks from the government of the
wealthiest nation in the world because
Congress has not taken the time or the
effort.

Who are these people? They are your
brothers, your sisters, your aunts, your
uncles, your neighbors, the people you
g0 to church with.

Where does this money go? Right
back into every single Member’s dis-
trict.

Mr. MOORE of Utah has 110,000 Social
Security recipients in his district.
Every single Member of Congress is
getting a card that tells them how
many recipients they have in their dis-
trict, what they receive, whether they
are dependents, spouses, or disabled.

That is what we are focused on. We
want a vote, Mr. Speaker, because the
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American people demand it. That is
why I am joined here for this Special
Order hour on this floor by so many of
our colleagues. There are so many of us
that we hope everyone will recognize
their time and have consideration for
their colleagues, but I will also point
out the more than 350 groups across the
Nation that support the Social Secu-
rity 2100 Act, including the National
Committee to Preserve Social Security
and Medicare, Social Security Works,
the NAACP, the AFL-CIO, Paralyzed
Veterans of America, the National
Education Association, and I could go
on. Instead, I am going to yield to the
gentleman from New Jersey (Mr. PAS-
CRELL), a leader on the Subcommittee
on Social Security.

Mr. PASCRELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today with my brothers and sisters on
behalf of more than 124,000 of my con-
stituents in north Jersey in the Ninth
District who rely on Social Security
each and every month. They rely on it.

To some, as in the entire country,
that is their only means of income, of
survival. That is how Social Security
was established in the 1930s and imple-
mented a few years later.

Social Security is one of America’s
greatest success stories. I remember
the first time I ran for Congress in 1996.
I walked into a room prepared to deal
with housing codes and public housing,
but the only questions folks asked me:
“Where do you stand on Social Secu-
rity?” “Do you want to privatize So-
cial Security?”’

Social Security is a success story.
After nearly 90 years, it still stands as
a monument to decency and dignity
and the birthright of hardworking
Americans, yet throughout its storied
history, Mr. LARSON, it has been under
attack. Even in 1935, it was the subject
of attacks and lies from day one.

The Republican Study Committee,
which represents three-quarters of
House Republicans, proposed slashing
Social Security benefits by $718 billion.
The GOP leadership wants to create a
so-called fiscal commission in our gov-
ernment funding bill. That is a wolf in
sheep’s clothing.

I am proud to join my friend and col-
league, Congressman JOHN LARSON, in a
letter opposing this cynical ploy to
slash Social Security and Medicare.

Without aggressive action, Social Se-
curity lurches toward insolvency. Con-
gress has a sacred responsibility to
fight for its future. The same question
asked 26 years ago is asked of me
today. That is why I am standing with
Mr. LARSON on his Social Security 2100
Act, to ensure the long-term strength
and solvency of Social Security.

The Social Security 2100 Act provides
paid-for benefit enhancements while
not raising taxes on middle-class fami-
lies. It is a no-brainer.

Our bill ends the painful 5-month dis-
ability waiting period. Who can justify
that in this day and age?

It would ensure Americans suffering
with permanent disorders like Hun-
tington’s disease get the help they need
without red tape or delay.
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The bill eliminates the windfall
elimination provisions so that fire-
fighters, police officers, teachers, and
others get the full benefits that they
have earned.

With the Social Security 2100 Act, we
are fighting for our seniors who have
worked their entire lives and rely on
Social Security to make ends meet. We
are fighting for working families so
that no one who pays into the system
over a lifetime ever retires in poverty.

We must get this done for the Amer-
ican people, Mr. Speaker. There are no
excuses.

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. Mr.
Speaker, there is no person on the com-
mittee who has fought harder for the
repeal of WEP and GPO and who under-
stands the significance and impact that
Social Security has on so many of her
constituents and constituents all
across this country than Ms. SANCHEZ.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. SANCHEZ).

Ms. SANCHEZ. Mr. Speaker, I thank
Congressman JOHN LARSON for being
the chief advocate for reforming our
Social Security system. It is high time
that Congress acted to preserve those
benefits for people who have earned
those benefits by paying into the sys-
tem over their working lives.

I want to touch on another issue that
concerns me with respect to Social Se-
curity, and that is that we see an in-
creasing number of people who rely on
those benefits. Since 2010, the number
of individuals who rely on Social Secu-
rity has increased over 21 percent. Over
that same period of time, Social Secu-
rity’s administrative funding for basic
operations has fallen by 17 percent
after you account for inflation.

Those shortages—that is, more peo-
ple needing services but the budget
being cut—have caused a significant
delay across Social Security for our
most vulnerable populations, including
those who are awaiting disability bene-
fits.

I have a constituent from my district
who has been working with my case-
work team in my district office for
more than a year and a half. This indi-
vidual had a stroke and applied for dis-
ability benefits with Social Security in
August 2022 after becoming paralyzed.
He was denied those benefits in June
2023.
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He appealed his decision that same
month and didn’t receive a response
from Social Security until November
of 2023, stating that his application
needed additional review. After 17
months without any form of income,
his case was finally approved just this
week. Americans should not have to
wait this long to see these necessary
earned benefits.

Instead of working with Democrats
to ensure that Social Security has a
better capability to serve constituents
like that one, my Republican col-
leagues proposed devastating cuts to
Social Security. Additional cuts to an
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