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life protections went into place, more
than 12,000 lives have been protected
annually. That is more than 24,000 new
Tennesseans who are a gift to this
world and that otherwise would not
have been given a chance just a little
over 2 years ago.

As a Christian, a father of two boys,
and a husband, I always stand up for
what is right and try to be a voice for
the voiceless. At a time in our world’s
history where there are so many evils,
I can’t think of many that are worse
than the horror of abortion.

That is why I am proud to have
fought alongside countless others to
overturn Roe v. Wade, pass pro-life leg-
islation in this House, and fight back
against the White House’s desire to
allow for on-demand, taxpayer-funded
abortion. Mr. Speaker, this is certainly
a cause worthy of fighting for.

——

HONORING TWO PENNSYLVANIANS
FOR THEIR SERVICE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. KELLY) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. KELLY of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today to honor a local
World War II veteran in my district.

At 108 years old, Al Klugiewicz of
Erie, Pennsylvania, embodies the spirit
of America. I had a chance to meet
with Al last week during the district
work period. He is truly an inspiration.
In fact, he is also the 13th oldest living
man in the United States.

I sat and visited with him while he
was in a hospital bed, and believe me,
he is still sharp. He was talking to me
about all the Presidents he served
under.

He said: You know what, Rep? I was
a member of the cavalry.

I said: That is interesting, Al. Why
the cavalry?

He said: Because I got tired of walk-
ing. I would rather ride a horse.

He talked to me about his horse. He
said the horse’s name was Napoleon,
and the horse was a great horse. In
fact, he said he got to ride that horse
when FDR had his second inaugura-
tion.

You look at this man and see him
lying there in a bed but remembering
the names of Presidents from decades
ago. His dedication to his country was
evident. He talked about Normandy
and what happened on those beaches in
those days.

Now, I had the honor of being there a
couple of weeks ago when we com-
memorated the 80th anniversary of
Normandy. I wish all Americans could
have been there to see the number of
people, the French people, who were
just so over-the-top thankful and
grateful for what our country did for
them in World War II.

I like to think that somehow those
types of things raise in us a political
awareness, a love for our country that
is always the first responder to any-
thing that goes wrong in the country.
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This man, Al Klugiewicz, 108 years
old, spoke of America with great love
and tenderness. He talked about his
family. He talked about building a
house, his own house. He built it him-
self.

He talked about going to work for GE
in Erie when he got back from the war
for 43 cents an hour. He talked end-
lessly about the colleagues he had and
about the times he had, but more than
anything else, he talked about his grat-
itude for being an American. He talked
about the love he has for this country,
for this Nation, and for the people he
served so well.

Now, at 108 years old, Al is not plan-
ning on having many more birthdays.
When I finally left him, I said: Listen,
I want you to know, I will be praying
for you.

He said: You know what, Congress-
man, I want you to know I will be pray-
ing for you, and I will be praying for
our country because she is in great
need of prayer right now.

That is a man who is 108 years old.
His love of country, his service to
country, his sacrifice to country, that
is the type of person we want all of us
to be.

Mr. Speaker, on a more somber note,
I also have a friend who passed away.
His name is Tim Schell. We just talked
about Al Klugiewicz being 108. Tim
passed away at the age of 72.

Tim Schell was an incredible person.
He gave his entire life to helping oth-
ers.

In 1983, he opened TMS Physical
Therapy in Grove City, Pennsylvania,
owning the operation and operating the
practice. He later expanded the busi-
ness to include clinics across our dis-
trict.

Tim served in leadership positions for
the Pennsylvania Physical Therapy As-
sociation, American Physical Therapy
Association, and on the Pennsylvania
State Board of Physical Therapy. He
was a tireless political advocate for his
profession, championing legislative
changes that have shaped the physical
therapy industry.

In his personal life, Tim was dedi-
cated to high school sports in Mercer
County, where he served on the Mercer
County Hall of Fame Board of Direc-
tors from 1996 to 2012.

This man gave generously. He always
told me, MIKE, I don’t want anybody
giving me any credit for this. Please,
anonymously, let’s just look at it this
way because that is what all of us
should be doing. It is not that you have
to be recognized. The fact is that you
have to recognize those in need and try
to do everything you can to help them.

Today, I had the opportunity to cele-
brate two incredible people, one who
has celebrated his 108th birthday and
the other whose loss at 72 years old we
mourn.

Is it not time for all Americans to
take a step back and be thankful for
everything we have been blessed with
in our lives? It is incredible to me that
this country has been blessed with so
much for so long by so many.
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The best time I had last week was
with Al Klugiewicz at 108 years old and
talking about his horse Napoleon. He
told me about a toast he gave to Napo-
leon, ‘‘Hurray for Napoleon. Yay!”’ This
is a man 108 years old, lying in a bed
talking to me. I hope that I am able to
embody that spirit as I grow older.

At the end of it all, though, we are
truly blessed. We are truly honored to
be able to take the time to honor these
people.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until 2
p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 40
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

————
O 1400

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at 2
p.m.

————

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Margaret
Grun Kibben, offered the following
prayer:

Almighty and holy God, You are our
God, and we earnestly seek for You.

From deep within our being, there is
a longing for You. Like thirst in a dry
and tired desert, so we, weary of war-
fare, overwhelmed by these many days
void of peace, long for the renewal that
comes only from You. We cry to You
from our wilderness of uncertainty and
unrest and pray the respite of Your
presence.

Breathe again Your spirit into our
spirits. Form our minds to seek You.
Turn our hearts that we would again
love You; that in our disquiet and rest-
lessness, we would once more find our
rest in You; in our hunger and hope-
lessness, we would seek to discover the
eternal satisfaction only You can pro-
vide.

Place now Your hand on our lives and
guide us in this day ahead, so that how-
ever we may falter or fail, Your ever-
lasting arms underneath will uphold us
in our service to You in this place.

In Your eternal name, we pray.

Amen.

———

THE JOURNAL
The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
the approval thereof.
Pursuant to clause 1 of rule I, the
Journal stands approved.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from North Carolina (Mr. EDWARDS)
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come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. EDWARDS led the Pledge of Al-
legiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———
UNPAID LOCAL HEROES

(Mr. EDWARDS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. EDWARDS. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to point out how, once again, the
Biden administration is failing Amer-
ica.

When emergency strikes, who an-
swers the call? Well, I can tell you in
western North Carolina that it is usu-
ally the brave men and women who
serve in our rural volunteer fire depart-
ments. It is these unpaid local heroes
who save American lives and protect
our property.

Volunteer fire departments are strug-
gling to keep up. Recruitment is down,
call volume is up, and there is little
money to replace old equipment. Now,
to add insult to injury, OSHA is pro-
posing a rule that will effectively oblit-
erate these critical organizations serv-
ing the majority of America.

This rule will add complex operating
and reporting requirements, as well as
costly and unrealistic equipment re-
placement requirements. The rule for
these volunteer departments doesn’t
consider that they do not have the re-
sources to continue to spend money on
bureaucracy. Yet, this OSHA rule
would be detrimental to American pub-
lic safety and the volunteer fire model
that serves us today. I urge the Biden
administration to reconsider its pro-
posal.

——————

HONORING JACOB ELLIS

(Ms. WILD asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. WILD. Mr. Speaker, on Sunday, I
attended the funeral of Jacob Ellis,
who devastatingly passed away at the
age of 15 after a brief but vicious
course of cancer.

Jacob lived his all-too-brief life to
the fullest, volunteering with local ani-
mal shelters, traveling the world to
ride roller coasters, and baking des-
serts for his friends and family.

My heart goes out to the Born and
Ellis families and to all families
touched by pediatric cancer, which has
left a hole in far too many hearts. Al-
most every week, I am visited here by
advocates for pediatric cancer research
funding. I can think of no cause more
worthy.

In honor of Jacob and so many other
young people who have passed all too
soon, I am honored to be cosponsoring
an amendment to the Defense appro-
priations bill allocating $2 million for

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

research on pediatric brain cancer and
spinal cord tumors.

I will also work to make sure that we
are developing medications and thera-
pies for our youngest cancer patients
that do not themselves cause residual
injury or illness. I have heard from so
many who developed a new cancer from
a toxic medication they were given as
a child.

May Jacob’s memory be a blessing,
and may we never stop working until
we have eradicated pediatric cancer
from our world.

———

THE CRISIS ALONG THE
SOUTHERN BORDER

(Mr. ROSE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ROSE. Mr. Speaker, after 3%
years of open-border policies, the Biden
administration has turned every State
in the Union into a border State.

On Monday, the special agent in
charge of the FBI field office in Albu-
querque was asked about the rise in vi-
olence and drug trafficking in New
Mexico. He placed the blame squarely
on the crisis along our southern border.

He said, in part: ‘“Part of the problem

. is we have an incomplete border.
There is no structure that separates
our country from Mexico.”

He rightfully noted some are crossing
in search of a better life, while others
are crossing to avoid consequences and
to commit crime.

This is a real-time example of how
the border crisis continues to hurt the
American people. It is also further
proof that we should resume construc-
tion on the border wall and finish the
job.

———

RECOGNIZING MARK SCIRTO

(Mr. MORAN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. MORAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor Mark Scirto, a trusted
and beloved figure in the east Texas
community.

As a meteorologist for KLTV since
1987, Mark has worked hard to provide
accurate and timely weather forecasts
for our region.

Mark is a steady voice in times of
trouble, a calming guide in the midst
of storms, and a bright smile and
hearty laugh when the days get tough.

Whether it was a tornado, thunder-
storms, or beautiful days between, Tex-
ans knew that they could count on
Mark. We know his words by heart: Get
to a small, windowless, interior room.
We did just that when he told us to do
S0.

Mark Scirto’s journey with KLTV
began in 1987. He was nominated for a
Dallas Press Club Katie Award, an
honor no other meteorologist in east
Texas has ever received. Mark has also
held the seals of approval from the Na-
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tional Weather Association and the
American Meteorological Society since
1989.

He gave everything of himself for the
rest of us, and we are grateful. Mr.
Speaker, please join me in honoring
Mark Scirto for his remarkable career
and his dedication to our community.
His legacy will live on, and his pres-
ence in our homes will be missed. We
wish him all the best.

———

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
DEMOCRATIC LEADER

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
CARL) laid before the House the fol-
lowing communication from the Honor-
able HAKEEM JEFFRIES, Democratic
Leader:

JUNE 24, 2024.
Hon. MIKE JOHNSON,
Speaker of the House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR SPEAKER JOHNSON: Pursuant to sec-
tion 2(b) of the Commission on the Social
Status of Black Men and Boys Act (Public
Law 116-156), amended by Section 201 of Title
II, Division O of the Consolidated Appropria-
tions Act, I am pleased to appoint the fol-
lowing individual to the Commission on the
Social Status of Black Men and Boys:

The Honorable Yusef Idris Faadel Salaam
of New York, New York

Thank you for your attention to this ap-
pointment.

Sincerely,
HAKEEM JEFFRIES,
Democratic Leader.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess subject to
the call of the Chair.

Accordingly (at 2 o’clock and 9 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess.

———
O 1600

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. MEUSER) at 4 p.m.

——————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which a recorded vote or the yeas
and nays are ordered, or votes objected
to under clause 6 of rule XX.

The House will resume proceedings
on postponed questions at a later time.

————

STRATEGY TO OPPOSE FINANCIAL
OR MATERIAL SUPPORT BY FOR-

EIGN COUNTRIES TO THE
TALIBAN
Mr. McCORMICK. Mr. Speaker, 1

move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 6586) to require a strategy to
oppose financial or material support by
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