
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH412 February 5, 2024 
In 1922, Olive Bailey Shaffer proposed 

the idea of establishing a YWCA in Oil 
City. Two years later, on June 24, 1924, 
with 450 charter members enrolled, the 
Oil City YWCA was founded. 

To sustain the organization and their 
mission, members of the YWCA raised 
more than $10,000 in their first year. 
Following these efforts, the Oil City 
YWCA received their national charter 
on December 24, 1924. 

Over the years, the YWCA continued 
to grow and establish strong roots in 
the community. What started as hum-
ble beginnings led the chapter to the 
Samuel L. Maxwell Home at 109 Cen-
tral Avenue, which remains the current 
home. 

This location continued to grow with 
the chapter with multiple renovations 
and additions over the 100 years. The 
group now uses this location to host 
programming and advocacy to generate 
institutional change in three key 
areas—racial justice and civil rights, 
empowerment and economic advance-
ment, and health and safety of women 
and girls. 

Today, the YWCA stands true to 
their mission to eliminate racism, em-
power women, stand for social justice, 
help families, and strengthen commu-
nities. 

Mr. Speaker, I congratulate the 
women of the Young Women’s Chris-
tian Association of Oil City on this 
monumental anniversary. May they 
continue their good work for the next 
100 years. 

f 

LOWERING EVERYDAY COSTS FOR 
THE AMERICAN PEOPLE 

(Mrs. SYKES asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Mrs. SYKES. Mr. Speaker, from day 
one, I promised the people of Ohio’s 
13th Congressional District that I 
would do everything I could to lower 
everyday costs. 

Due to high costs, too many families 
in Ohio’s 13th District and across the 
country are lying awake at night try-
ing to figure out how to pay their bills, 
put food on the table, and provide for 
their children. Hardworking Ohioans 
need relief, and they need it now. 

I am proud to have supported the Tax 
Relief for American Families and 
Workers Act. This progrowth, 
profamily, bipartisan bill delivers 
lower costs for families and small busi-
nesses in Ohio’s 13th District. I am es-
pecially excited that this bipartisan 
bill expands the child tax credit, a pol-
icy I have consistently championed 
throughout my time in public service, 
including my time here in Congress, 
where last year I introduced my Lower 
Your Taxes Act, which also includes 
expansions to the child tax credit. 

While the Tax Relief for American 
Families and Workers Act does not go 
as far as to fully restore the American 
Rescue Plan’s child tax credit expan-
sion like my legislation, this bipar-

tisan bill will still make a significant 
difference for 37,000 children in Ohio’s 
13th Congressional District whose fam-
ilies are struggling to pay for medi-
cine, school supplies, and other 
childcare expenses. 

This is only the start of what Con-
gress should pass to support our fami-
lies. I will keep fighting for additional 
policies like my Lower Your Taxes Act, 
which will expand the child tax credit 
even more and expand the earned in-
come tax credit. 

f 

IT IS EASY ENOUGH FOR PEOPLE 
TO COME HERE LEGALLY 

(Mr. GROTHMAN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. GROTHMAN. Mr. Speaker, obvi-
ously the biggest issue facing America 
today is the huge volume of people 
coming across our southern border. We 
recently had 1 month in which 370,000 
unvetted people crossed the southern 
border. 

In debating this topic, I sometimes 
hear people say it is important and the 
United States has an obligation to let 
some new people in our country every 
year. That is true, but what is not 
talked about enough is that we just got 
done with a year in which 950,000 Amer-
icans were legally sworn in. 

This is a number that goes up and 
down over time, but over the last 4 
years, the average number of people 
who are sworn in as new American citi-
zens, and find a way to do it legally, is 
over 800,000. It is the highest ever in 
this country’s history. 

If you go back to when I was a child 
in the 1960s and the 1950s, it was more 
likely to be 200,000. 

Throughout most of my life, we have 
had 200,000 to 250,000 people being sworn 
in every year. We are now over 800,000 
in an average month. Last year, we 
were up to 950,000. It is easy enough for 
people to come here legally. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE LEGACY OF 
THE HONORABLE YVONNE B. 
MILLER 

(Ms. MCCLELLAN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Ms. MCCLELLAN. Mr. Speaker, in 
honor of Black History Month, I rise 
today to recognize the legacy of the 
Honorable Yvonne B. Miller, who be-
came the first Black woman to serve in 
the Virginia General Assembly when 
she was elected to the Virginia House 
of Delegates 40 years ago. Four years 
later, she became the first Black 
woman to serve in the Senate of Vir-
ginia. As a young member of the Vir-
ginia House of Delegates, I had the op-
portunity to work with Senator Miller 
when I was in the house until her un-
timely death of stomach cancer in 2012. 

I was proud to build on her legacy in 
the senate, and one of the habits that I 

took from Senator Miller was whenever 
she would have visitors come to her of-
fice, whether they were interns, stu-
dents, university presidents, she would 
have them sit at her desk for a picture 
and she would say: This seat belongs to 
you as much as it belongs to me. 

She treated everyone the same 
whether you were a Governor, an in-
tern, or anyone in between. You would 
often hear her shout in her loud, boom-
ing voice: You look gorgeous. She was 
a lifelong educator. She was a cham-
pion for those underprivileged and un-
derserved communities, including her 
own in Norfolk, that she proudly rep-
resented. 

As the first Black woman elected to 
Congress from Virginia, I stand on 
Yvonne Miller’s shoulders. I join my 
former colleagues in the Virginia Gen-
eral Assembly who recognized her with 
a commemorating resolution last week 
and are working on a tribute to her in 
our State capitol, where as a child she 
often did not feel welcome, but she 
broke barriers to ensure that Black 
women everywhere knew they belonged 
in that capitol. I honor her today and 
miss her very much, but I still hear her 
voice saying: You look gorgeous. 

f 

BIDEN ADMINISTRATION 
FURTHERED THEIR ASSAULT ON 
AMERICAN ENERGY PRODUCTION 

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, last 
week, the Biden administration 
furthered their assault on American 
energy production, deciding to essen-
tially slash all pending and future liq-
uefied natural gas export permits. 

Limiting these permits and these ex-
ports doesn’t do anything to curb nat-
ural gas usage here or around the 
world. Instead, it will be replaced by 
adversaries around the world. It kills 
U.S. jobs and processing and has the 
opposite, so-called climate-smart agen-
da, results than were intended. 

The U.S. and the rest of the world 
will be forced to depend even more on 
global adversaries, such as Iran and 
Russia who have significantly looser 
emission standards than us, while lin-
ing their pockets, giving the ability in 
the case of Iran to fund terrorism, such 
as in Yemen, with weapons that have 
Iran’s name on them. 

The Biden administration has been 
doing this since the President’s first 
day in office and look what we have 
got: Russia invaded Ukraine. Iran- 
backed terrorists launched an attack 
on one of our closest allies, Israel. 
They are wreaking havoc blasting mis-
siles at U.S. vessels in Middle Eastern 
waters, such as the Red Sea; cutting 
commerce; and have killed three of our 
U.S. servicemembers this weekend in 
Jordan; and Yemen is wreaking havoc. 

Energy security is national security. 
This decision jeopardizes our national 
security and global energy markets. 
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SALUTING ISSUES THAT ARE IM-

PORTANT DURING BLACK HIS-
TORY MONTH 
(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was 

given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise to salute Black History Month. 
The month of February is the time 
that we spend on issues and icons and 
heroes and sheroes that have contrib-
uted to the history of America and to 
the African-American community. 

Throughout this month, I will talk 
about great heroes and sheroes, but at 
the same time, I will raise topical 
issues that are very important to us. 

I will first acknowledge the George 
Floyd Justice in Policing Act, an enor-
mously important legislative fix on the 
criminal justice system that all of 
America rallied around, thousands and 
thousands, maybe millions marched, 
because we came together as a Nation 
to be able to address the fairness in 
that system. That means that we were 
against the choke hold being a part of 
the system of law enforcement; no- 
knock not being a part of law enforce-
ment; providing more funding to en-
sure that there was training and pro-
fessional development to our law en-
forcement community; and to instruct 
our communities as well to be better. 

At the same time, we have a stop 
human trafficking bill at school zones 
because human trafficking impacts the 
African-American community. 

These are issues that affect all of us, 
but I want them to be noted this month 
as we work together during Black His-
tory Month. 

f 

b 1930 

DELTA SIGMA THETA INSPIRES 
POSITIVE CHANGE 

(Mr. THANEDAR asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. THANEDAR. Mr. Speaker, today 
I honor the centennial legacy of em-
powerment and service embodied by 
the Tau Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta 
Sorority, celebrating 100 years of un-
wavering commitment to sisterhood, 
scholarship, service, and social action. 

Chartered in the heart of the 13th 
Congressional District on January 24, 
1924, Tau Chapter stands proudly at 
Wayne State University in Detroit, 
Michigan, the inaugural Black Greek 
letter organization on the campus. 

Founded 111 years ago at Howard 
University by 22 visionary women, 
Delta Sigma Theta set the standard for 
service and advocacy. Boldly standing 
for women’s rights in the women’s suf-
frage march shortly after its inception, 
Delta Sigma Theta continues to inspire 
positive change. 

f 

AMERICAN PEOPLE HAVE ASKED 
FOR SOLUTIONS 

(Mr. LANDSMAN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 

for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. LANDSMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in support of the bipartisan Sen-
ate bill that would strengthen our na-
tional security, secure our borders, and 
support allies across the globe. 

The American people have asked us 
for solutions, and this bill is packed 
with solutions, solutions to address the 
border and the fentanyl crisis. I was at 
one of the busiest border crossings on 
Friday, and this bill gives those folks 
the staff and the reforms that they 
need and the administration and the 
authority they need to close the border 
when it is overwhelmed. 

The bill also provides solutions to 
support our allies, to stop Putin from 
pulling the world into a much larger, 
deadlier war in Eastern Europe, to pro-
vide funds to Israel and vital humani-
tarian aid to Gaza. We must end this 
war, and we need the assurance of sta-
bility and prosperity for Israel and 
Gaza. 

I believe there is bipartisan majori-
ties in both Chambers for these solu-
tions if leadership gets behind them. 
The American people want this. The 
Speaker works for us, not Donald 
Trump. Bring us this bill. 

f 

INACTION EMPOWERS ENEMIES OF 
LIBERTY 

(Ms. KAPTUR asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, why 
would a Speaker of this House choose 
to enable the aims of Russian dictator 
Vladimir Putin? 

Why would any Speaker of the 
United States House of Representatives 
use his power to stop and dawdle for 
months and months, delaying critical 
supplemental defense funding to defend 
America against all its enemies at 
home and abroad that impose tyranny 
and terrorism? 

All of us take an oath to protect and 
defend our people against all enemies, 
so why give Vladimir Putin comfort 
and license as he salutes himself in the 
mirror? 

The manner in which House leader-
ship is behaving by not bringing up a 
key defense bill month after month 
after month fails liberty where she is 
being most tested. Our Nation must 
move with our allies to defeat ter-
rorism and tyranny wherever it ex-
ists—Ukraine, Israel, Gaza, the Pacific, 
and even sometimes inside our own 
borders. 

Inaction by House leadership empow-
ers enemies of liberty. It rewards 
Putin, Khamenei, Xi, Kim Jong Un and 
their chessboard. 

Move the long delayed supplemental 
defense bill, Mr. Speaker. Liberty 
awaits. 

CONGRATULATING DR. HENRY 
SMITH ON HIS WELL-DESERVED 
RETIREMENT 
(Ms. MANNING asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. MANNING. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to celebrate Dr. Henry Smith of 
Cone Health upon his retirement. 

For nearly 30 years, Dr. Smith has 
been saving lives in our community as 
an interventional cardiologist. His pas-
sion for cardiology and his desire to 
improve quality of care has shaped his 
legacy of being a committed, patient- 
focused physician. Those who have had 
the pleasure of working with Dr. Smith 
will tell you he treats his patients as if 
they were his own family. 

As the director of the Moses Cone 
Hospital cath lab, and with his role in 
Cone Health’s early use of 3D/AI-driven 
imaging, Dr. Smith has been an inno-
vator for 30 years. Dr. Smith has also 
served as chairman of Cone Health’s 
board of trustees and is a member of 
the board where he was a steadfast ad-
vocate for expanding access to 
healthcare. 

Outside the hospital, Dr. Smith is 
known for his involvement in his 
church and as a founding member of 
the Black Investments in Greensboro— 
or BIG—Equity Fund, at the Commu-
nity Foundation of Greater Greens-
boro. 

Dr. Smith is an exceptional cardiolo-
gist, fierce leader, and a remarkable 
advocate for a more equitable 
healthcare system and community. 

I congratulate Dr. Henry Smith on 30 
years of excellence and his well-de-
served retirement. 

f 

VSOS ARE HEROES 
(Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina asked 

and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, there is no greater way to 
learn how to help those who have 
fought for our country than to talk to 
a veteran and those who fight for them 
every day. 

I was glad to discuss the most press-
ing challenges facing our veterans and 
their families in eastern North Caro-
lina at a Veteran Service Officers 
roundtable. Participants shared the 
barriers for veterans who live in rural 
communities and their legislative pri-
orities. 

Consequently, I signed onto H.R. 196, 
the Expediting Temporary Ratings for 
Veterans Act, and H.R. 522, the Deliver 
for Veterans Act. 

Our VSOs are vital in assisting vet-
erans with claims, identifying State 
benefits, and facilitating their transi-
tion from Active Duty. VSOs are he-
roes. 

f 

LNG BAN HURTS AMERICANS 
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 

EZELL). Under the Speaker’s announced 
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