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we are going to tell them to serve in
Texas or Florida, we should, at a bare
minimum, ensure that they have the
baseline reproductive care and rights
that they deserve.

We send servicewomen overseas to
risk their lives for their country. We
should not be sending them to Texas or
Florida or Idaho to risk their lives giv-
ing birth.

That is why I offered an amendment
to codify the DOD’s travel policy, an
amendment to ensure that military
service providers know the care they
are legally obligated to provide serv-
icewomen and their families, an
amendment to ensure that service-
women know the care they are entitled
to regardless of where they are sta-
tioned, and an amendment to ensure
that the military can provide emer-
gency care to servicewomen, including
medically necessary abortions. It is
why I offered an amendment to lift re-
strictions on the DOD, so military fa-
cilities have the freedom to perform
abortions.

Guess what? All of these amendments
were ruled out of order by my far-right
MAGA colleagues on the Rules Com-
mittee. In the greatest deliberative
body in the world, my Republican col-
leagues wouldn’t even bring these up
for a debate or a vote. They would
rather tuck their plans away in
Trump’s Project 2025 or a speech to the
Susan B. Anthony List rather than de-
bate them on the merits or go on the
record with their votes.

Mr. Speaker, I know, as a veteran,
that we must do better for servicemem-
bers and military families, but today’s
bill has once again been hijacked by
the far right, not to improve our mili-
tary or national security, but to drive
an agenda that makes America look
small, attacks women, and ultimately
will be detrimental to the greatest
fighting force in the world.

CONGRATULATING MICHAEL
MCKEE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
MOLINARO). The Chair recognizes the
gentleman from Virginia (Mr. CLINE)
for 5 minutes.

Mr. CLINE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to congratulate Michael McKee on
being the recipient of the 2024 John van
Hengel Fellowship Award.

Feeding America presents this award
to an executive of a partner food bank
for excellence in leadership, local im-
pact, national influence, and entrepre-
neurial spirit in the area of hunger re-
lief.

For over a decade, Michael has served
as the CEO of the Blue Ridge Area
Food Bank, which distributes food to
one of the largest regions in Virginia.
He has overseen the food bank’s tre-
mendous growth, including expanded
warehouse capacity, thousands of peo-
ple served each month, and millions of
pounds of food distributed each year.

During COVID, Michael ensured that
vulnerable populations, such as chil-
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dren, seniors, and immigrants, contin-
ued to have access to nutritious food.
More recently, his innovative partner-
ships include collaborating with
Sentara RMH to launch a new online
directory of food assistance resources
and with the National Association of
Letter Carriers in a successful Stamp
Out Hunger campaign.

Mr. Speaker, I once again congratu-
late Michael for the national recogni-
tion of his efforts and tireless advocacy
to end hunger in our part of Virginia.

CONGRATULATING DEBBIE MARTIN

Mr. CLINE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to congratulate Debbie Martin of Fred-
erick County Middle School for being
named the Discovery Education Educa-
tor of the Year.

This distinguished award recognizes
educators who demonstrate unwaver-
ing commitment to student achieve-
ment, innovative teaching practices,
and unique contributions to learning.
Debbie Martin exemplifies all of these
qualities and more.

Discovery HEducation offers digital
classroom resources, including
podcasts, science experiments, videos,
and articles, which Debbie Martin has
utilized in her own classroom to shape
the next generation of Virginians.

After 28 years of teaching in Fred-
erick County, including 21 years at
Frederick County Middle School,
Debbie announced her retirement at
the end of the school year.

Mr. Speaker, I extend my heartfelt
congratulations to Debbie Martin for
her well-deserved recognition and
thank her for her years of devotion to
the students of Frederick County.
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CELEBRATING THE GEORGE WASHINGTON
HOTEL’S 100TH ANNIVERSARY

Mr. CLINE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to congratulate The George Wash-
ington Hotel in Winchester, Virginia,
as it celebrates its remarkable 100th
anniversary.

Since its opening in 1924, “The GW”’
has stood as a beacon of hospitality
and splendor. Located at the intersec-
tion of East Piccadilly and North Cam-
eron Streets, it was once the tallest
building in Winchester.

For half a century, The GW flour-
ished as a premier luxury destination.
By 1978, it had transformed into an as-
sisted living facility before closing its
doors 1993. In 2003, The George Wash-
ington Hotel was purchased and under-
went a meticulous restoration. By 2008,
the hotel once again opened its doors,
rejuvenating its historic grandeur.

Today we honor The George Wash-
ington Hotel’s first century, -cele-
brating its enduring legacy of resil-
ience and charm. Congratulations to
The GW on reaching this significant
milestone. Here’s to another hundred
years of exceptional hospitality and
profound success.

CONGRATULATING CLARKE COUNTY 4-H POULTRY
JUDGING JUNIOR TEAM

Mr. CLINE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today

to recognize the extraordinary achieve-
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ment of the Clarke County 4-H Poultry
Judging Junior Team. For the third
consecutive year, these outstanding
young Virginians won first place at the
State level.

Among this talented group of fourth
to eighth graders were Samuel Sin-
clair, Josiah Sinclair, Molly Solich,
Brendan Whalen, and Finn Whalen.

The team won the 2024 State 4-H/FFA
Poultry Evaluation Contest in Harri-
sonburg, Virginia, which consisted of
evaluating eggs, patties, live birds, and
ready-to-cook birds.

Under the guidance of their coach,
Brian Cather of Clarke County, these
students have been practicing since
February, preparing rigorously for the
statewide competition. Their hard
work and commitment are truly com-
mendable.

Please join me in congratulating
these remarkable 4-H members and
their coach for this extraordinary ac-
complishment.

BIDEN’S WEAK IMMIGRATION EXECUTIVE ORDER

Mr. CLINE. Mr. Speaker, last week,
the Biden administration rolled out an-
other ineffective executive order sup-
posedly aimed at securing our border.
This executive order claimed that the
U.S.-Mexico border would shut down
once illegal crossings hit 2,500 per day.
That would result in nearly 1 million
additional illegals crossing over the
border during the next year.

The American people deserve more
than an election-year stunt that won’t
actually secure our borders.

For the past 3% years, Biden has
failed his responsibility to the Amer-
ican people to secure our borders and
safeguard our national security. In-
stead, Biden and his administration
have taken over 60 executive actions to
open our borders and completely dis-
mantle one of the most secure borders
our country has ever had.

The chaos unleashed by Biden’s poli-
cies has turned every community into
a border community whether in the
form of rising crime, the fentanyl cri-
sis, or massive strains on our hospitals,
schools, and other community services.

Mr. Speaker, it is far past time that
we hold the Biden administration ac-
countable for its complete dereliction
of duty to secure our borders. The exec-
utive order is nothing but a desperate
ploy to boost Biden’s poll numbers
ahead of November. The American peo-
ple deserve an administration that will
put their safety and concern first by
implementing actual solutions to this
border crisis, not political theatrics.

———

HONORING ROBERT HUGHES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. VEASEY) for 5 minutes.

Mr. VEASEY. Mr. Speaker, yesterday
two basketball legends were lost. One
of those basketball legends was from
Fort Worth, Texas, better known as the
“Mayor of Stop Six,” and that was
Coach Robert Hughes.

Coach Robert Hughes was the
winningest boys high school basketball
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coach in the country. There are only
four coaches with over 1,000 wins, and
Coach Hughes is one of those with 1,333
wins, making him the winningest
coach of all time for boys.

He grew up in Oklahoma, played bas-
ketball at Texas Southern, and was
drafted by the Boston Celtics. An in-
jury landed him in the Fort Worth
Independent School District where he
coached during the time of segregation
for I.M. Terrell.

After segregation ended, Coach
Hughes moved to Dunbar High School
where he put on quite a show. There
were no accidents with Coach Hughes.
All of his kids followed the rules. They
were well disciplined. They followed
through with pinpoint execution.
Coach Hughes didn’t play any games in
his coaching of these young men. He
would have his coat unbuttoned, and if
someone came down and took a shot
that he knew wasn’t right, Coach
Hughes would put his hands on his
hips, look down at the bench and point,
and have another person come in.

It was just amazing that decade after
decade, Coach Hughes produced so
many outstanding players, so many
State championships, and was a role
model for so many of these young men
and a father figure for many of these
young men. You should see the com-
ments on Facebook about Coach
Hughes.

Coach Hughes and Coach Rambo, as
you see there to his right, are both
gone now. However, the memories of
what Coach Hughes has done for the
city of Fort Worth, what he has done
for basketball in Texas in a school
known for Friday night lights, this
man literally was the show, and we will
miss Coach Hughes.

The SPEAKER pro tempore.
time of the gentleman has expired.

———
HONORING JOE COATES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
South Carolina (Ms. MACE) for 5 min-
utes.

Ms. MACE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to honor the legacy of one of my con-
stituents, Joe Coates, who passed away
late last month after a hard-fought
fight and battle with cancer.

Joe was a true public servant. As the
director of the Charleston County
Emergency Management Department,
Joe dedicated his life to ensuring the
safety and well-being of our commu-
nity.

Joe’s commitment to public service
goes far beyond that. For nearly two
decades, he served Charleston County
in various roles, including as a coordi-
nator for the Sheriff’s Rural Search
and Rescue Team and as a secretary for
the Disaster Recovery Network fol-
lowing the devastating floods of 2015.
His leadership as the planning section
chief under the Lowcountry Incident
Management Team was instrumental
in guiding our community through
times of crisis.

The
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On May 16, 2024, during a special
meeting of county council attended by
Joe and his family, friends, and col-
leagues, members of the council voted
unanimously to rename the emergency
operations center the Joe Coates Emer-
gency Operations Center.

My team and I extend our deepest
condolences to Coates’ family, friends,
and colleagues. May we all strive to
embody the selflessness, compassion,
and leadership that Joe exemplified
throughout his life. His legacy and his
impact on Charleston County will be
remembered forever.

HARRIET TUBMAN MONUMENT

Ms. MACE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to celebrate the unveiling of the Har-
riet Tubman Monument in Beaufort
County and to highlight Beaufort’s
rich history in the fight for freedom
and equality. This monument stands as
a powerful tribute to a remarkable
woman whose courage and dedication
to liberty continue to inspire all of us
today.

Harriet Tubman’s legacy is deeply
woven into the fabric of our Nation’s
history and even in Beaufort County.
She led countless enslaved individuals
to freedom through the Underground
Railroad, embodying the very essence
of bravery and resilience.

Beaufort County is steeped in history
from the establishment of the Penn
Center, one of the first schools for
freed slaves, to its strategic impor-
tance during the Union occupation.
This area became a sanctuary for those
seeking freedom and education, and it
continues to be a symbol of resilience
and progress.

The monument in Beaufort County
not only honors Harriet Tubman’s ex-
traordinary achievements but also
serves as a reminder of the enduring
fight for justice and freedom. I com-
mend the efforts of the local commu-
nity historians, artists, and activists
who have worked tirelessly to bring
this project to fruition. Their dedica-
tion ensures that future generations
will learn about Harriet Tubman’s in-
credible contributions and the pro-
found impact she had on our country.

In fact, one night during the Civil
War, Harriet Tubman rescued over 700
slaves in Beaufort County. Harriet
Tubman has had an extraordinary im-
pact on South Carolina.

CONGRATULATING DORCHESTER COUNTY
CONSOLIDATED DISPATCH CENTER

Ms. MACE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to congratulate the Dorchester County
Consolidated Dispatch Center on its re-
markable strides to improving 911 re-
sponse times amid our community’s
rapid growth, particularly this week
when we had a tornado hit Dorchester
County.

This state-of-the-art facility is a tes-
tament to the dedication and hard
work of our local officials and emer-
gency services personnel who tirelessly
strive to ensure the safety and well-
being of all of our residents.

I would like to extend a special rec-
ognition to Tristan Proctor, director of
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Dorchester County Emergency Man-
agement, and Mario Formisano, deputy
administrator for Public Safety for
Dorchester County. Their leadership
and vision have been instrumental in
addressing the challenges facing the
old facility, which was not built to
withstand significant tropical storm-
force winds or seismic activities, and it
also lacked adequate space.

I commend the leadership of Dor-
chester County for their vision and
their commitment to public safety.

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY OF JOHNNY

WACTOR

Ms. MACE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
with a heavy heart to honor the life
and legacy of Johnny Wactor, who has
sadly passed away.

Johnny was a beloved actor known
for his compelling performances on
“General Hospital’’ where he touched
the lives of many with his talent and
his dedication.

Johnny’s portrayal of Brando Corbin
resonated deeply with fans and brought
joy, drama, and depth to the show. His
ability to convey complex emotions
and connect with audiences was truly
remarkable, making him a cherished
figure in the world of daytime tele-
vision.

Beyond his on-screen presence, John-
ny was known for his kindness and gen-
erosity off the set. He was a friend to
many, always willing to lend a hand or
a listening ear. His passing is a pro-
found loss to all who knew him and to
the countless fans who admired his
work.

Today, as we remember Johnny
Wactor, we are also reminded of the in-
credible talent that emerges from the
Lowcountry in South Carolina. John-
ny’s success story is a testament to the
creativity and dedication that thrive in
our region. His journey from the
Lowcountry to the national stage
serves as an inspiration to many aspir-
ing artists in our community.

————
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 11 o’clock and 25
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

————
O 1200
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. FLOOD) at noon.

————
PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Margaret
Grun Kibben, offered the following
prayer:

Lord, the God of our ancestors, the
eternal one who saw our forebears
through times of global unrest and the
devastations of war, are You not still
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