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him wane. He was a committed antiwar
advocate, devoted Deadhead, and he
fought to preserve the PAC-12 until the
end.

Please join me in honoring the leg-
acies of these two L.A. legends.

CELEBRATING THE NEGRO
LEAGUES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Alabama (Ms. SEWELL) for 5 minutes.

Ms. SEWELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
recognize Major League Baseball’s
Tribute to the Negro Leagues, which
will take ©place at the historic
Rickwood Field in Birmingham, Ala-
bama, beginning Tuesday, June 18,
2024, and culminating with an MLB
game, the Giants versus the Cardinals
on Thursday, June 20.

Built in 1910, Birmingham’s historic
Rickwood Field is the oldest profes-
sional baseball field in the TUnited
States. For 36 years, it served as the of-
ficial home to the Birmingham Black
Barons of the Negro Leagues, and to
this day, it continues to stand as a liv-
ing monument of baseball history.

For decades, the Black Barons were a
beacon of excellence in Birmingham’s
community. Between 1943 and 1948,
they racked up a win percentage of
more than 60 percent and captured
three Negro League pennants.

At the height of Jim Crow segrega-
tion, the success of the Black Barons
at Rickwood Field galvanized and
united Birmingham’s Black commu-
nity. The stands were always over-
flowing with fans eager to cheer on
their favorite team.

Over the years, Rickwood Field has
hosted a number of baseball giants, in-
cluding Willie Mays from Fairfield,
Alabama, Satchel Paige, Jackie Robin-
son, Hank Aaron, Josh Gibson, and of
course Birmingham’s own Black Baron,
Reverend William Greason, who at the
age of 99 continues to give back to his
Birmingham community as pastor of
Bethel Baptist Church Berney Points.

With the help of Major League Base-
ball, Rickwood Field has undergone
major renovations. Beginning on Tues-
day, June 18, it will host a series of
events to pay tribute to the Negro
Leagues and to recognize the contribu-
tions of African Americans to baseball
history. On June 18, Rickwood Field
will host a Minor League contest be-
tween the Birmingham Barons and the
Montgomery Biscuits.

On Wednesday, June 19, to com-
memorate Juneteenth, I will honor the
Negro Leagues by hosting a tribute to
William Greason, our 99-year-old con-
stituent, who played for the Bir-
mingham Black Barons from 1948 to
1951, at 1 p.m. at the Bethel Baptist
Church Berney Points. Later that day,
the Birmingham community will join
together with MLB for a celebrity soft-
ball game in celebration of Juneteenth.

The events will culminate with a spe-
cial regular season game between the
St. Louis Cardinals and the San Fran-
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cisco Giants on Thursday, June 20. It
will be the first MLB game played at a
Negro Leagues stadium in America’s
history.

As we gather to celebrate
Juneteenth, I can think of no more be-
fitting time to honor the Negro
Leagues. I look forward to welcoming
Major League Baseball and my col-
leagues of the Congressional Black
Caucus to Birmingham, Alabama, for a
time of reflection and celebration.

I ask my colleagues to join me in rec-
ognizing Major League Baseball for
their tribute to the Negro Leagues at
Rickwood Field. Let’s play ball.

THE CASE AGAINST EARMARKS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
California (Mr. McCLINTOCK) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, Citi-
zens Against Government Waste has re-
leased its ‘2024 Congressional Pig
Book,” documenting the fiscal rot that
is taking place with congressional ear-
marks.

CAGW documents 8,222 congressional
earmarks in last year’s appropriations
bills. That is up more than 11 percent
in a single year, costing taxpayers $22.7
billion, the fifth highest amount of ear-
mark spending since CAGW began
tracking it in 1991.

I thank Tom Schatz and his staff for
continuing to shine the light on one of
Congress’ most tawdry and wasteful
practices, in which individual Con-
gressmen bypass merit-driven competi-
tion and instead personally direct
spending to pet projects in their own
districts or to favored supporters.

CAGW notes that ‘‘Earmarks con-
tinue to provide the most benefit to
the most powerful legislators. In fiscal
year 2024, the 90 members of the House
and Senate Appropriations Commit-
tees, making up only 17 percent of the
Congress, were responsible for 42.2 per-
cent of the earmarks and 35.2 percent
of the money.”” One House Appropria-
tions member grabbed 13 earmarks,
costing taxpayers a quarter of a billion
dollars.

Although all spending bills start in
the House, and the voters elected a Re-
publican House for that reason, Demo-
crats received three-quarters of the
earmarks, 8,571 to the Republicans
2,931. They are all bad, though.

Since the Magna Carta, it has been a
settled principle of good governance
that the power to spend money should
be separate from the power to appro-
priate it. That is at the heart of our
constitutional separation of powers:
The President spends money but can-
not appropriate it, and Congress appro-
priates money but cannot spend it.
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Earmarks combine these two powers,
and the inevitable result is waste, log-
rolling, porkbarrel spending, and, ulti-
mately, corruption. It is no coincidence
that so many of the congressional
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scandals involving political corruption
or laughably absurd projects are the re-
sult of earmarks.

Worthy projects in open competitive
bidding don’t need earmarks. They rise
or fall on their own merits. If there is
such a thing as a good earmark, the
price to be paid is all of the bad ones,
and that is a high price, indeed.

Members can and should advocate for
their districts and make the case for
projects they deem worthy of the
money that Congress has appropriated.
The problem with earmarks is blurring
these two roles and having individual
Members both advocate and decide.

Many say they don’t trust this Presi-
dent and his deputies to administer
these funds appropriately and
evenhandedly, and I share that senti-
ment. If you don’t trust the President
to administer the funds that we appro-
priate, then don’t give him the money.

We hear that earmarks simply ensure
that local governments get a fair
break. No. What they actually do is
turn the Federal budget into a grab bag
for local pork spending by the most
powerful Members of Congress and un-
dermine the central tenet of federalism
that local projects should be financed
by local communities and Federal
spending reserved for the Nation’s gen-
eral welfare.

When a local government proposes an
earmark, what is it saying? It is saying
the project is so low on its priority list
that they don’t dare spend their own
taxpayers’ money. Yet, they are per-
fectly happy to have taxpayers in other
communities foot the bill.

The result is a long list of dubious
projects that rob St. Petersburg to pay
St. Paul for projects that St. Peters-
burg doesn’t benefit from and that St.
Paul doesn’t deem worthy enough to
spend its own money on.

Finally, it is said that earmarks can
grease legislation by buying off the
votes of individual Members. Add a few
local projects for that Member, and
suddenly, a bill he would never vote for
on its merits becomes a local impera-
tive, overriding his sound judgment.
Explain to me exactly how that is a
good thing.

Paying interest on the national debt
now exceeds our entire defense spend-
ing for the first time in our history,
and history warns us that countries
that bankrupt themselves aren’t
around very long. If we are going to
avoid the terrible fate of so many na-
tions before ours, we have to end con-
gressional profligacy, and earmarks are
the most glaring example of that
waste.

Mr. Speaker, I thank Citizens
Against Government Waste for con-
tinuing to expose the excesses and in-
equities of earmarks and to hold ac-
countable those politicians from both
parties who are responsible.

———

CELEBRATING PRIDE MONTH

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Illinois (Mrs. RAMIREZ) for 5 minutes.
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Mrs. RAMIREZ. Mr. Speaker, in rec-
ognition of Pride Month, I rise today to
honor Lisa Isadora Cruz, a passionate
and committed advocate for the trans
community in my district and beyond.

Born in Puerto Rico, Lisa, like many
of our trans neighbors, faced systemic
and social challenges that motivated
her to create and strengthen networks
of community care, solidarity, and sup-
port.

She eventually moved to Chicago,
where she has committed herself to
supporting marginalized communities,
especially the LGBTQ+ community of
color, through her work in health serv-
ices, mental health care, and housing.

In addition to the gratitude of her
community, Lisa’s advocacy has
earned numerous awards, including the
Transgender Leadership Award, the
Rosa Parks Equality Award, and inclu-
sion in Chicago’s LGBT Hall of Fame.

On behalf of Illinois’ Third Congres-
sional District, I am proud to commend
Lisa Isadora Cruz for courageously in-
spiring us to live our truth and for en-
couraging, supporting, and celebrating
our communities.

HONORING ERIKA L. SANCHEZ

Mrs. RAMIREZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor Erika L. Sanchez, a
writer rooted in Illinois-03 whose work
has profoundly impacted literature and
culture in our district and beyond.

The daughter of Mexican immi-
grants, Erika’s works of poetry, fic-
tion, and nonfiction have moved so
many eager readers. Her young adult
novel, “I Am Not Your Perfect Mexican
Daughter,” shares Julia’s story, a
story shared by many children of im-
migrants as she navigates family ex-
pectations, mental health struggles,
and cultural stereotypes. Her beautiful
story will now find a new life as a film
directed by America Ferrera and
screen-written by Linda Yvette Chavez.

This Immigrant Heritage Month, I
am grateful for storytellers like Erika
who invite us into a deeper under-
standing of our immigrant experiences
and encourage young people through
art and literature.

On behalf of Illinois’ Third Congres-
sional District, I commend Erika San-
chez for her skill, for her creativity,
and for her commitment to telling our
stories.

COMMENDING ALEES EDWARDS

Mrs. RAMIREZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor the one and only Alees
Edwards, a leader bringing diverse
communities together in our shared
struggle for justice and freedom.

From West Humboldt Park, Alees is
the founder and executive director of
Drawn Out Ministries, a nonprofit pro-
viding hope and transitional housing
for women returning to the community
from prison. She is also a member of
Westside Rising, Chicagoland United in
Prayer, and Westside Community
Leadership Fellows, and she is a
councilmember for the 11th Police Dis-
trict, where she works to redefine com-
munity safety and hold the Chicago
Police Department accountable to the
people.
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As we observe Juneteenth, I appre-
ciate Alees’ leadership in the 1865 Fest
Coalition, bringing critical awareness
to the day’s significance and the strug-
gle for Black liberation.

On behalf of Illinois’ Third Congres-
sional District, I commend Alees
Edwards for her dedication to commu-
nity and her relentless fight for our
collective leadership.

CONGRATULATING BINGHAMTON
BLACK BEARS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
CLINE). The Chair recognizes the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. MOLINARO)
for 5 minutes.

Mr. MOLINARO. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize the Binghamton
Black Bears on winning this year’s
Commissioner’s Cup Championship.
Not only is this the team’s first title in
franchise history, but it is also the
first time a professional team has
brought back a championship to Bing-
hamton since 2011.

Binghamton, New York, is a hockey
town, and we are grateful to the Black
Bears for choosing our city to plant
their roots in 2021. We are even more
proud to call ourselves champions.

Earlier this year, I had the oppor-
tunity to attend a game ending in a
thrilling overtime victory, and I have
to say that my wife, Corinne, and my
kids, Abigail, Elias, and Theo, still
haven’t stopped talking about that
game.

Like the city of Binghamton, this
team is gritty and resilient, and it is
reflective of our city. That was clear to
me then and even more apparent upon
watching their incredible playoff run.

Mr. Speaker, I ask that my col-
leagues in the House join me in con-
gratulating the Black Bears and its
ownership group led by Andreas
Johansson, Head Coach Brant Sher-
wood, and the entire staff on the ice
and in the back office. Of course, we ex-
tend our appreciation and congratula-
tions to the Binghamton Black Bears
players led by captain Tyson Kirkby.

Mr. Speaker, 1 congratulate our
Binghamton Black Bears and the city
of Binghamton.

——
NDAA DISAPPOINTMENT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
New Jersey (Ms. SHERRILL) for 5 min-
utes.

Ms. SHERRILL. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to share my deep disappointment
in what my colleagues on the far right
have done with this year’s National De-
fense Authorization Act.

Instead of building on the bipartisan
work we achieved in the Armed Serv-
ices Committee, they have loaded up
the bill with MAGA culture war
amendments and refused to allow a
vote on amendments that would im-
prove the quality of life for service-
members, their families, and the Amer-
ican people.
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For centuries, a cornerstone of the
American people’s trust in our military
has been reinforced by laws like the
Posse Comitatus Act, which provides a
guarantee that our Armed Forces are
there to protect them, not police them.

There are dangerous gaps in the laws
that govern National Guard deploy-
ment. Every year since the former
President first abused these laws to
suppress protests in Washington, D.C.,
I have introduced an amendment to
make sure that any future President
cannot skirt these important laws.

If elected to another term, Donald
Trump has promised to be a dictator on
day one and has outlined his intent to
weaponize the military and law en-
forcement to go after his political op-
ponents. I can’t say I am surprised that
this year the House is refusing to even
debate this amendment.

I am also deeply concerned by the
turn this bill took when it comes to
our servicewomen. When I was first
commissioned 30 years ago at the
Naval Academy, there were many who
argued against women serving in lead-
ership positions. People circulated
James Webb’s op-ed titled: ‘“Women
Can’t Fight.” They said women
couldn’t withstand the g-force of F-15s
like men could.

In fact, the Chief of Naval Operations
at the time said women wouldn’t be
serving on submarines in his lifetime
and received a standing ovation from
the brigade of midshipmen.

By the time I graduated, things were
changing. My class of 1994 was the first
eligible to serve in most combat roles,
so I got my wings. I became a heli-
copter pilot and helicopter commander,
and I flew missions across the globe.

It is that opportunity that allowed
me to eventually become a Member of
Congress, the fact that I was given the
opportunity to lead, serve, and climb
the ranks in pursuit of a shared mis-
sion. It is because of that progress that
we finally have the first woman Chief
of Naval Operations and member of the
Joint Chiefs. We have the first female
commander of an aircraft carrier, my
classmate, and the first woman super-
intendent of the Naval Academy.

Today, I see my Republican col-
leagues trying to take us backward, of-
fering amendments to strip women’s
ability to serve in combat roles, to
make our military less inclusive for
Black, Brown, and LGBTQ servicemem-
bers, and to repeal the Pentagon’s pol-
icy that allows servicewomen to be re-
imbursed for travel to get an abortion.

Frankly, it is like we are living in
The Upside Down. These policies will
not make our military stronger. It will
make it harder to recruit and retain
talented Americans who simply want
to serve our country, just like I did.

Today, after the fall of Roe, we are
sending servicewomen and their fami-
lies to serve in States with draconian
abortion laws, States like Texas, which
has the 49th worst reproductive care in
the Nation.

These are orders. They don’t have a
choice of where they want to serve. If
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