June 13, 2024

REMEMBERING DOMINGA
BUSTAMANTE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
THOMPSON of Pennsylvania). The Chair
recognizes the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. CARDENAS) for 5 minutes.

Mr. CARDENAS. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor and remember the life
of a remarkable and loving woman,
Dominga Reyes Bustamante, who re-
cently passed away on May 20, 2024, at
the age of 89.

Dominga Reyes Bustamante led a life
full of service and charity that touched
s0 many lives and today is worthy of
praise. Her story initiated in Dinuba,
California, the place her family decided
to migrate to and work in the Central
Valley’s agriculture fields. She was a
proud alum of the local Dinuba schools.

It was at Dinuba High School where
she met her husband, Cruz
Bustamante, Jr. Their love and desire
to start their family took them to San
Joaquin, California, the place that saw
Dominga blossom into a social and cul-
tural icon.

Dominga was a public servant with-
out having any official title. She saw
the need in her community and was
moved to action.

She was a member of the Volunteers
in Service to America program, VISTA,
where she helped low-income families
obtain their Social Security benefits.
As a CSO organizer, she spent her days
driving her community’s elderly to
nearby Fresno for their appointments,
as well as interacting with local, city,
and county officials and boards to en-
sure that the citizens of San Joaquin
and the surrounding communities were
given the fair and equitable rights they
deserved.

Dominga formed the San Joaquin
Teen Club, where she served as an ad-
viser and teen anxiety first responder.
She was a law enforcement interdiction
advocate, a bilingual instructional
aide, a certificated healthcare pro-
vider, and a social and political activ-
ist.

A devout Catholic, Dominga wanted
to share her faith with others, so she
taught catechism for many years in
San Joaquin and Fresno.

Dominga’s kind spirit extended to
newcomers as she served as the unoffi-
cial welcome host to new Hindu and
Sikh families moving into her commu-
nity.

Throughout her public service and
acts of goodwill, she never demanded
anything in return, but her community
took notice of her works and honored
her while she was with us. In 2001, Fres-
no State University celebrated
Dominga and her husband, Cruz, during
their 25th annual Latino commence-
ment as they paid tribute to all par-
ents who guide and encourage their
children to succeed. In 2002, Dominga
received the Lifetime Achievement
Award from the California Latina
Leaders in Action in recognition of her
long-term involvement in community
empowerment and advocacy.

The Diocese of Fresno recognized her
for more than 30 years of service as a
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faithful minister of God’s Word and
presented her with the Bishop’s Cat-
echist Appreciation Certificate.

All these accomplishments and acco-
lades served as a perfect example for
her six children as they, too, were in-
spired to a life of service.

Among them was Cruz Miguel
Bustamante, who became the first
Latino to serve as speaker of the Cali-
fornia State Assembly and California’s
45th Lieutenant Governor.

In her later years, Dominga stayed
active and involved in the community
by volunteering for the Fresno Food
Bank and continuing as a catechism
teacher for members of her congrega-
tion.

She took to caring for and maintain-
ing her cactus garden, reading the lat-
est Karen Kingsbury novel, and giving
her time to friends and family. Her
home served as the family gathering
spot for holidays, birthdays, and ta-
male-making parties. She also became
an accomplished seamstress and quilter
and made sure each grandchild had
their own special handmade blanket.

Although she is no longer with us,
her kindness, love, faith, wisdom, and
legacy will live on with the entire
Bustamante family as she is survived
by her six children, Cruz, Belinda,
Dorothy, Ron, Andrew, and Naomi, her
13 grandchildren, and her 24 great-
grandchildren.

With all my admiration, ‘“‘rest in
peace,” ‘‘descanse en paz,”’ Senora
Dominga.

Dominga is a perfect example of a
true American who gave of herself dur-
ing her entire life and was selfless not
only for her community but her coun-
try.

Once again, Dominga will live on for-
ever in the hearts of many of us who
she touched.

—————

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages in writing from the Presi-
dent of the United States were commu-
nicated to the House by Ms. Deirdre
Kelly, one of his secretaries.

—————
CULTURE WARS IN THE NDAA

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Michigan (Ms. SLOTKIN) for 56 minutes.

Ms. SLOTKIN. Mr. Speaker, the an-
nual National Defense Authorization
Act is the Pentagon’s budget. It is per-
haps one of the most important tasks
we fulfill here in Congress, protecting
our national security and taking care
of servicemembers, their families, and
their housing.

It has been one of the few places
where we have bipartisan agreement
despite what you see on TV. This year,
the House Armed Services Committee
again did their job and, on a bipartisan
basis, passed the National Defense Au-
thorization Act out of committee 57-1.
That includes a bunch of investments
for the quality of life of our military
members and military families.
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The bill was good to go when it left
committee. Unfortunately, once it left
committee, it was transformed into a
document that my colleagues have
turned into a culture war document.

Most disappointing is, despite my
colleagues saying that they were good
with overturning Roe v. Wade but then
will leave it to the States to decide
what to do beyond that, we are once
again watching them try to strip away
a basic right to provide reproductive
healthcare to women in uniform. It is
dividing us at a time when we should
be coming together on national secu-
rity challenges.

It says specifically that uniformed
women do not have the right to get
some time off to leave the State to get
an abortion if they need it.

If you are forced to be based in Texas
and get pregnant and don’t want to be
pregnant, they are trying to repeal
that woman’s right to take time off to
travel to another State to get an abor-
tion.

They also are trying to repeal the
right for a servicewoman to take time
off to help her daughter get an abor-
tion in another State, not even a
woman in uniform.

I am deeply disappointed in my col-
leagues’ constant attempts to repeal a
woman’s right to choose. Again, in
public they may say that they were
good with Roe, that they are thrilled
that Roe was overturned but now are
leaving it alone. In this Congress alone,
in the past year and a half, we have
voted 15 times to strip a woman of the
right to choose in some form or fash-
ion. Sometimes it is the right to trav-
el. Sometimes it is the right to medica-
tion. Sometimes it is the right to un-
derstand if a healthcare center is actu-
ally able to perform an abortion or not.
It is misinformation. It is
disinformation.

I am deeply disappointed that we are
again in this place where my col-
leagues won’t stop attacking a wom-
an’s right to choose, now including the
rights of a woman in uniform, someone
who is putting her life on the line to
serve her country.

We have seen a ton of other divisive
amendments come into the NDAA,
something that should never be a place
where we do culture wars. I am also
very disappointed in the refusal of a
very Dbipartisan amendment to be
brought to the floor preserving our Na-
tional Guard’s tactical air capability
that underwrites our national defense.

We asked, on a bipartisan basis, that
the Pentagon show us their plan to re-
capitalize their aircraft as they bring
down the number of planes that they
have in the U.S. Air Force. We asked
what their plan was.

If my colleagues are worried about
conflicts with China, worried about
issues abroad, for every two planes we
are retiring, we are creating and initi-
ating only one new plane to replace
them.

Places like Selfridge Air National
Guard Base, which are home to impor-
tant fighter aircraft, don’t know what
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the plan is after the A-10s depart. We
had a bipartisan agreement that would
ask the Pentagon to tell us what their
plan is. We would like to know what
fighters are coming behind that.

Unfortunately, it was ruled out of
order, and we weren’'t able to talk
about it. Despite having 30 bipartisan
cosponsors and a tremendous show of
support from the Air National Guard,
this will not receive a vote on the
floor.

As a CIA officer and Pentagon offi-
cial and someone who has spent my en-
tire life looking at national security
issues not through a political lens but
through a national security lens exclu-
sively, it is hard to watch my col-
leagues across aisle turn the Pentagon
budget into a culture war buffet.

Particularly on the issue of choice,
as we have the Supreme Court in real
time making decisions about a wom-
an’s right to choose, do not believe my
colleagues when they say that they
now are done pursuing a woman’s right
to choose. Look at what they do, not
what they say.

CELEBRATING JUNETEENTH

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Michigan (Ms. TLAIB) for 5 minutes.

Ms. TLAIB. Mr. Speaker, Juneteenth
is a day of joy, a celebration of free-
dom, and a reminder of the work that
lies before us as we continue to fight
for true equity and justice for our
Black neighbors.

On Juneteenth and every day in our
community, we honor the trauma and
acknowledge the pain and hurt of our
Black Americans who fought tirelessly
for their freedom, and we still aren’t
done.

We celebrate this independence day
with activists, organizers, and commu-
nity leaders who uplift Black history
and carry on the enduring struggle for
justice for all.

In our country right now, which our
own Black neighbors literally built, in-
cluding this very building I am stand-
ing in, the Capitol, systemic racism
and discrimination continue to plague
our institutions and communities.

We see it in disparities in healthcare,
education, housing, access to basic ne-
cessities, racism in our legal system
and economic opportunities, and so
much more. By providing reparations,
the debt owed to our Black neighbors
upon emancipation from centuries of
enslavement and oppression, we can
begin, Mr. Speaker, to address the in-
justices.

I know the 12th Congressional Dis-
trict knows that reparations are a debt
that our Nation owes, a true acknowl-
edgement of the pain and harm in-
flicted on generations of our Black
families.

Juneteenth is a reminder of how far
we have come, but also how far we still
need to go. This Juneteenth, please
join me in honoring our Black neigh-
bors as we commit to fighting for rep-
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arations, voting rights, ending police
brutality, investing in Black maternal
health, HBCUs, and so much more.

O 1030
THE U.S. SUPREME COURT IS FACING A
CORRUPTION CRISIS

Ms. TLAIB. Mr. Speaker, the Su-
preme Court is not facing an ethics cri-
sis; it is a corruption crisis. It seems
like every single day there are new
headlines about more corruption com-
ing out of our U.S. Supreme Court.

I know we need urgent action to hold
these unhinged, corrupt extremists ac-
countable. It is extremely disturbing
that the United States Supreme Court,
the highest Court of our land, is the
only Court that does not have an en-
forceable code of conduct.

Mr. Speaker, Justice Thomas, which
my residents call ‘“‘Corruption Clar-
ence,” has received over $4 million and
193 gifts, including multiple vacations,
flights on private jets, helicopter rides,
and yacht trips from Republican bil-
lionaire mega-donors like Harlan Crow,
who actually have cases before the
Court. We are supposed to expect this
Court to hold itself accountable? Give
me a break.

One of these luxury trips actually
cost $500,000. It is not just corrupt Clar-
ence. Justice Alito has also been hit
with numerous scandals recently, in-
cluding accepting luxury trips and fly-
ing insurrectionists around, hanging
stop the steal flags outside of his home
after the attack on our U.S. Capitol.
Yet, the American people are supposed
to trust him to decide the cases around
January 6th.

These unelected Justices, serving
lifetime appointments, Mr. Speaker,
continue to strip us of our rights, shred
our voting rights, gut our environ-
mental protections, our right to
breathe clean air and drink clean
water, and sell our democracy to the
highest bidder.

It is time to expand the Supreme
Court. It is time for reforms. I know
our residents in the 12th Congressional
District are demanding that I move
with urgency on this issue. We need to
enact term limits for Supreme Court
Justices, enforce binding a code of con-
duct, real reforms, and expedite im-
peachment proceedings.

These reforms are long overdue. I
know Justice Thomas should have
never been confirmed in the first place.
We should have listened to Anita Hill.

Let me be clear: Thomas and Alito
need to be impeached and removed
from the bench now. Our country de-
serves a Supreme Court that is acting
in the best interests of the American
people, not a Court that is accepting
bribes and doing the bidding of right-
wing extremists.

RECOGNIZING CARIBBEAN AMERICAN HERITAGE
MONTH

Ms. TLAIB. Mr. Speaker, I recognize
Caribbean American Heritage Month as
we celebrate the contributions of our
Caribbean Americans in Michigan’s
12th Congressional District and across
our Nation.
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I know Caribbean American Heritage
Month was first recognized in 2005, and
this was a combination of tireless ef-
forts of organizers that highlight the
amazing contributions of our Carib-
bean Americans.

I also uplift in our backyard the Car-
ibbean Community Service Center, an
organization based right in our district
that is proudly uplifting the history
and continuing to celebrate that cul-
ture and our neighbors in southeastern
Michigan beyond this month.

Please join me in recognizing Carib-
bean American Heritage Month and the
contributions of our Caribbean Ameri-
cans across our Nation and in the 12th
Congressional District.

——

HONORING THE LEGENDARY BILL
WALTON

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
California (Mr. PETERS) for 5 minutes.

Mr. PETERS. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
commemorate the loss of one of San
Diego’s most accomplished native sons
and one of our most devoted citizens.
On May 27, Bill Walton passed away
from colon cancer at just 71 years of
age.

Most people know Bill Walton as a
successful basketball player, and that
he certainly was.

After winning titles at Helix High, he
enrolled at UCLA where he was a
three-time college player of the year,
and he led the Bruins to two national
championships in 3 years.

In the NBA, despite a series of inju-
ries, he won titles with the Portland
Trail Blazers and the Boston Celtics,
and he had an all-around game.

His college coach, the great John
Wooden, said: ‘“Walton is the type of
player who wouldn’t have to score at
all, yet he’ll dominate the game.”

Magic Johnson called Bill ‘‘one of the
smartest basketball players to ever
live.”

Most count Bill as one of the two
greatest college players ever, along
with Lew Alcindor, later known as
Kareem Abdul-Jabbar. Bill was in-
ducted into the National Basketball
Hall of Fame in 1993 and included in
ESPN’s ranking of the 50 greatest bas-
ketball players of all time.

Bill retired from basketball almost 40
years ago, so his most famous accom-
plishments, those on the basketball
court, have been history for a long
time now. However, his generosity, his
gratitude, and his determination,
which set an example for me and so
many, were present to the very end,
and we will miss those qualities very
much at home.

I understand when he was young, Bill
may have been a bit cranky. Well, I
never knew that Bill Walton. By the
time I met him, he wanted to make ev-
eryone happy. He wanted to volunteer.
He wanted to help. He wanted to boost
San Diego.

Bill was a champion for the poor and
for addressing homelessness through
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