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This is put together by 16 people—4
who have no vote, 6 from the Senate,
and 6 from the House—with only 7
votes required to pass a bill that goes
directly to the floor for a vote. That is
an abomination and dereliction of duty
on behalf of the House and the Senate.
I strongly oppose it.

It has been 53 years since Congress
has enhanced Social Security. These
are your brothers, sisters, family mem-
bers, neighbors, and the people you go
to church with. This money comes di-
rectly back to every single congres-
sional district and your community,
and it goes to help people.

The average Social Security check is
$18,000 for a male and $14,000 for a fe-
male. There are 5 million of our fellow
Americans who get below-poverty-level
checks from the government because
Congress hasn’t taken responsibility.

We have a plan to change that. We
put our plan out on the floor.

Mr. Speaker, contrast that with a be-
hind-closed-door study. How about we
do something for the American people
like vote, vote on something that is es-
sential to their livelihood?

As you know, Mr. Speaker, Social Se-
curity isn’t just a pension plan. More
veterans rely on Social Security dis-
ability than they do on the VA, and
spousal and dependent coverage, as
well, that we are providing.

Even President Trump has gone so
far as to criticize Nikki Haley, and say,
hey, listen, this idea of raising the age,
which the Republican Study Com-
mittee calls for, is cutting benefits in
Social Security. You listen to Donald
Trump on everything else. Let us hope
that you understand what he is talking
about here in terms of gutting Social
Security and causing across-the-board
cuts to a vital program that every sin-
gle American needs.

Mr. Speaker, there are also more
than 28 million Americans who the
only benefit that they have in retire-
ment will be Social Security. It is an
outrage that this body, in the House
and the Senate, has not taken up So-
cial Security both to improve its sol-
vency and also to enhance its benefits.

We have a program that does that—a
2 percent across-the-board increase for
everyone. It lifts 5 million Americans
out of poverty who have paid into a
system all their lives and get below-
poverty-level checks from the govern-
ment because of Congress’ inaction.

It repeals WEP and GPO for teachers,
firefighters, and municipal employees.
It will provide a tax break for more
than 23 million Americans. It does so
by simply lifting the cap on people over
$400,000.

What does that do? It pays for all of
these benefits and also extends sol-
vency well into the future.

That is what we should be doing as a
body. We don’t need to study Social Se-
curity. We know what this program
does.

If my colleagues can honestly go
home and look any fellow citizen in the
eye and tell them that we don’t need to

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

improve Social Security, that we need
to study it, God bless them.

What we need here is a vote on Social
Security 2100 to make sure that we are
enhancing benefits for the citizens we
are sworn to serve.

———————

WAR ON AMERICAN ENERGY
PRODUCERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Tennessee (Mr. ROSE) for 5 minutes.

Mr. ROSE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to shed light on the ongoing war
against American energy producers.

The Biden administration recently
announced a pause on all pending non-
free trade agreement export permit ap-
plications for liquefied natural gas ex-
port projects. This policy will no doubt
have a negative impact on job growth,
economic development, and energy ex-
ploration, but it will also empower
America’s adversaries.

By curtailing our energy dominance
in the natural gas sector, we are mak-
ing our economy and the world more
dependent on countries like Russia and
Iran for energy production. For obvious
reasons, we should want to do every-
thing within our power to hinder, not
help, their cash flow.

This is more than a strategic failure.
It is also contrary to the goal of reduc-
ing carbon emissions.

We know that American natural gas
is cleaner than that of many other pro-
ducers, especially Russia. In fact, our
natural gas is 41 percent cleaner. The
benefit of exporting more, not less, en-
ergy would remove hundreds of tons of
emissions from entering the atmos-
phere. It would also pose an economic
benefit here at home.

This isn’t a problem just for the nat-
ural gas industry. All of America’s en-
ergy producers, putting aside the re-
newable sector, have taken negative
regulatory hits from the Biden admin-
istration. We have seen energy prices
soar as a result.

On the campaign trail in 2019, then-
candidate Biden vowed to end fossil
fuels. This helps explain why he killed
the Keystone XL pipeline on his first
day in office. It also explains why he
went on to put a moratorium on new
oil and gas leases on public lands and
raise taxes by nearly $150 billion on oil
and gas producers. For those who don’t
remember, this anti-energy agenda re-
sulted in the President of the United
States begging OPEC to increase their
supply.

It is important to note that we were
not just energy independent during the
Trump administration, Mr. Speaker.
We were energy dominant and a net oil
exporter.

Gas prices averaged $2.39 per gallon
the day President Biden was inaugu-
rated. Today, the average price per gal-
lon of gas is $3.15. Let’s not forget, as
a direct result of this anti-American
energy agenda, gas prices reached an
all-time high of $5 per gallon in June
2022.
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The President is also responsible for
the largest-ever drawdown from our
Strategic Petroleum Reserve, 180 mil-
lion barrels of oil over 6 months. Our
reserve is supposed to be used for ad-
verse events like weather or national
security emergencies, not to combat
bad policy and harmful regulations
from a misguided White House. That
reserve, which is now depleted by more
than 40 percent, is at its lowest level
since the early 1980s, when I was in
high school.

In addition to the pause on natural
gas permits during his administration,
the President announced he would no
longer hold court-ordered offshore oil
and gas lease sales in the Gulf of Mex-
ico and Alaska. This assault on domes-
tic energy producers destroys any in-
centive for investment and growth and
is going to continue to lead to price
volatility at home and around the
world.

House Republicans see the pinch this
causes working families, like the fami-
lies in my home district in Tennessee,
which is why one of the first things we
did after taking the majority in 2023
was to pass H.R. 1, the Lower Energy
Cost Act.
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H.R. 1 makes sense to most people. It
is not radical or extreme. It would un-
leash American energy and get govern-
ment out of the way by reforming our
permitting system and removing red
tape. It fosters more economic growth
and job creation while lowering prices
for American families.

Yet this administration seems com-
mitted to doing the opposite. Since
President Biden’s inauguration, his ad-
ministration has finalized 812 new reg-
ulations costing the U.S. economy
about $451 billion in compliance costs
annually and requiring 283 million
hours of additional compliance paper-
work by American workers.

I continue to support an all-of-the-
above energy approach to fueling our
economy. In a time when prices are
still hurting families and despots
around the world are looking for our
weak spots, we should be unleashing,
not overregulating and Kkneecapping,
American energy production.

———
CONGRATULATING DAVID ALCORN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Guam (Mr. MOYLAN) for 5 minutes.

Mr. MOYLAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to congratulate the 2023 Guam
Business Magazine’s Executive of the
Year, Mr. David Alcorn.

In 1975, Dave Alcorn moved from Ha-
waii to Guam to help launch King’s
Restaurant. Ten years later, Alcorn
and his wife, Lucy, bought the res-
taurant and became the owners of what
is today one of the most successful
local restaurant chains and food and
beverage icons in Guam.

After his success with King’s, Dave
and his wife incorporated Global Food
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Services, or GFS, in 2003, and began
contracts with several entities, includ-
ing the Department of Defense, the
Guam Naval Hospital, and the Guam
Department of Education.

Today, GFS is one of the largest food
service contractors in Guam and is re-
sponsible for nourishing thousands of
Guamanians on a day-to-day basis.

Over the years, through his leader-
ship, GFS expanded to bring the na-
tional Ruby Tuesday’s restaurant to
Guam and opened Domino’s Pizza in-
side a military installation.

In Guam, cuisine is a large part of
our culture, and Dave has the immense
job of bringing people together through
the shared act of breaking bread.

Dave Alcorn’s dedication, hard work,
and determination are vital qualities
that emphasize the entrepreneurial
spirit of Guam and our Nation.

Guam is the embodiment of the
American Dream, and a display of
these qualities means anyone can suc-
ceed. Dave is certainly living the
American Dream.

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of a proud is-
land and Nation, I send my sincerest
congratulations to Mr. David Alcorn;
his wife, Lucy; the staff and manage-
ment of King’s, and the many entities
under Global Food Services for this
momentous accomplishment.

———

FIXING NEW YORK CITY’S
MIGRANT CRISIS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
New York (Mr. LALOTA) for 5 minutes.

Mr. LALOTA. Mr. Speaker, sending
Federal dollars to New York City to
pay for hotels and other free stuff for
migrants will only make New York’s
migrant crisis worse. That is why I
have offered the No Bailout for Sanc-
tuary Cities Act.

My commonsense bill will provide
that sanctuary jurisdictions like New
York City that refuse to cooperate
with Federal law enforcement such as
ICE are ineligible for Federal funds in-
tended to benefit such noncitizen
aliens.

Mr. Speaker, the migrants aren’t
coming to New York City for the warm
weather or the Broadway shows. The
reason that migrants are coming to
New York City, 10,000 per month, is for
the sanctuary laws and all the free
stuff—free hotels, free clothing, and
free healthcare.

New York City Mayor Adams gives a
heck of a lot of free stuff to migrants.
Well, Mr. Speaker, it is not exactly
free. It is all paid for by lawful citizens,
hardworking taxpayers.

Just a few days ago, Mr. Speaker, it
was revealed that New York City is
giving out $563 million worth of credit
cards to migrants.

New York City Democrats are lit-
erally incentivizing migrants to come
to New York City and then feigning
frustration when they do so. Worse,
New York Governor Hochul is doubling
down, offering $2.4 billion in her pro-
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posed budget to New York City to give
more free stuff to migrants, while she
proposes to cut funding from 44 Long
Island School Districts.

It is these backwards, wrong, and
self-defeating policy choices which will
only make the migrant crisis worse. If
we as a country want to secure the bor-
der and have cities without migrant
crises, we need to remove the incen-
tives which are causing it. No more
free stuff.

Until New York repeals its short-
sighted and self-defeating policies,
which incentivize New York’s migrant
crisis, it should not be entitled to Fed-
eral funds for the migrant crisis its
policies are creating.

RECOGNIZING CUTTER PAPRITZ

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Arizona (Mr. CISCOMANI) for 5 minutes.

Mr. CISCOMANI. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize Cutter Papritz, a re-
markable recipient of the Congres-
sional Youth Award in our district.

The Congressional Youth Award, es-
tablished by Congress in 1979, stands as
the highest honor conferred upon
young individuals by the Senate and
the House of Representatives.

I was thrilled to honor Cutter for this
award and the hard work that led to
this recognition. Cutter has accumu-
lated over 200 volunteer hours, includ-
ing a noteworthy Eagle Scout project

that involved constructing a brick
plaza at Continental Elementary
School.

Cutter has also invested significant
time in training to become the kicker
for Walden Grove High School, as well
as organizing a 3-day trip to the Chiri-
cahua National Monument.

Growing up, Cutter started operating
drones at the age of 11 and volun-
teering as a junior member of the
Mount Lemmon Ski Patrol, having
spent time cross-country skiing in
Washington State. As a young adult,
Cutter now aspires to enter the med-
ical field and pursue a career in anes-
thesiology.

I take immense pride in having out-
standing individuals like Cutter and
his family—who I got to spend a good
amount of time with—in our district,
dedicated to enhancing the quality of
life in Arizona Sixth.

REMEMBERING U.S. AIR FORCE GENERAL EARL T.
O’LOUGHLIN

Mr. CISCOMANI. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor and remember U.S. Air
Force General Earl T. O’Loughlin, who
passed away November 10, 2023, at the
age of 93 years old.

General O’Loughlin was a distin-
guished four-star general, who com-
menced his military journey during the
Cold War in 1951.

An exceptional pilot, he navigated
various aircraft, ranging from the B-29
to the KC-135. Over the course of his
career, he covered approximately 6,000
miles, including 224 combat hours.

Beyond his military achievements,
Earl was a devoted husband to Thelma
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Bentley, a loving father, brother,
grandfather, great-grandfather, uncle,
and a cherished friend.

The general emphasized the mantra
“freedom isn’t free’’ throughout his en-
tire life.

Among his numerous accolades are
the Distinguished Service Medal, Le-
gion of Merit, Distinguished Flying
Cross, the Bronze Star Medal, Meri-
torious Service Medal, Air Medal, and
Air Force Commendation Medal
adorned with four oakleaf clusters.

In the hearts of the Tucson commu-
nity and the residents of District 6,
General O’Loughlin remains a true
hero. We extend our gratitude for his
dedicated service, and I am eternally
thankful for his contributions.

————
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until 2
p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 24
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

——

O 1400
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at 2
p.m.

——

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Margaret
Grun Kibben, offered the following
prayer:

We pray to You, O Lord, to work
among and within us as we seek to
serve You this day.

Open the closed doors of our hearts
and encourage us to unlock all that
bars us from discovering and receiving
You in our lives and in this place.

Open our ears that we would hear
Your voice calling us to serve You un-
equivocally. You have summoned us to
this esteemed court of law that we
would uphold Your righteousness and
render Your justice.

Open our minds that we would grasp
the knowledge and insight You offer
us. In the most disagreeable moments,
You challenge us not only to be toler-
ant of others, but to be open to the
truths You teach us through these en-
counters.

Open our eyes that we will see the
wonder of Your love, the spiritual
beauty that resides in the souls of
those whom and with whom we serve.
In them, may we bear witness to Your
everlasting faithfulness to all people
and Your eternal presence among even
the least of these.

Then open our hands that we may
share the richness of the blessings You
have bestowed on us. Deliver us from
all selfishness and purge us from the
meanness within us that desperately
clings to Your grace gifts without re-
gard for Your counsel that we have
been so blessed so as to be a blessing.
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