
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH376 February 1, 2024 
Tim has become a trusted adviser 

and friend to everyone, from those 
serving at the heights of power to the 
men and women with the often thank-
less job of keeping this place operating. 
While Tim’s service to the House is 
coming to an end for now, I know each 
of us will continue to experience the 
benefit of that service for years to 
come. 

I thank Tim and wish him good luck 
in all that is to come. 

f 

ALOHA ALWAYS WINS 

(Ms. TOKUDA asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. TOKUDA. Mr. Speaker, last week 
I joined thousands of people, 
‘‘kama’aina’’ ‘‘locals’’ and ‘‘malihini’’ 
‘‘guests’’ alike in walking from 
‘‘mauka’’ ‘‘inland’’ to ‘‘makai’’ ‘‘the 
ocean’’ in Lahaina in a celebration of 
unity and healing. 

We lost so much in the fires—loved 
ones, homes, and businesses. The Lele 
Aloha Ho’ulu Lahaina Unity March re-
minded us that despite all we lost, we 
still have each other. 

Under a sea of flags representing the 
countries of both victims and sur-
vivors, we walked for everything we 
lost. With each step we took, we came 
closer together with shared hopes for 
Lahaina’s future. That day, we walked 
41⁄2 miles, but the road to recovery 
stretches much longer, and we will 
keep walking together no matter how 
long it takes. 

As ‘‘pule’’ ‘‘prayers’’ were spoken and 
‘‘ho’okupu’’ ‘‘offerings’’ offered by vis-
iting canoes, we stood and walked side 
by side, equals in the pride we feel and 
hope we have for Lahaina. 

Next week marks the 6-month anni-
versary of the Maui fires. While it will 
be a solemn occasion, the miles that we 
have walked together remind us that 
though we have been tested, aloha will 
always win. 

f 

CHEROKEE COMPANY SEND-OFF 

(Mr. CLYDE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. CLYDE. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the Georgia National 
Guard’s Cherokee Company soldiers. 

Over the weekend, I was honored to 
attend a send-off ceremony in Gaines-
ville, Georgia, for Cherokee Company 
troops ahead of their deployment to 
Kuwait. The following day our Nation 
learned the tragic news that three U.S. 
soldiers were killed at Tower 22 in Jor-
dan by a drone attack carried out by 
Iranian-backed terrorists. 

During these times of global insta-
bility, we must honor, support, and 
thank our brave servicemembers who 
answer the call of duty to defend our 
country, preserve our peace, and pro-
tect our precious freedoms. I firmly be-
lieve that one of the best ways we can 

support both our troops deploying 
overseas and their families is through 
the power of prayer. 

I urge Georgia’s Ninth District and 
all others in our State to join me in 
praying for strength, wisdom, and pro-
tection for our soldiers as well, as for 
peace and comfort for their loved ones. 

Father, may Your mighty right hand 
protect our Cherokee Company troops, 
as well as all of our Nation’s warriors 
who serve so that we can live in free-
dom in the greatest country on Earth. 
May Psalm 91 be their banner. In 
Jesus’ name. Amen. 

f 

BIPARTISAN MAJORITY IS STILL 
STRONG 

(Mr. LANDSMAN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. LANDSMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to talk about what is at stake 
right now, who is here to lead, and who 
we have to watch out for. 

Last year, there was a small number 
of more extreme Members that took 
this country to the brink of default, 
but a bipartisan majority of us voted 
to stop that and to protect our econ-
omy. When the Speaker brought us a 
bipartisan bill to fix air travel, that 
same bipartisan majority of us voted to 
pass that, too. 

Is that bipartisan majority gone? No. 
We are still here. 

In fact, last night the Speaker 
brought to the floor a bipartisan bill to 
provide meaningful tax relief for fami-
lies and small businesses, and we 
passed it overwhelmingly. So bring us 
a bipartisan budget to protect millions 
of jobs and critical investments in our 
families. We will pass that, too. 

Bring us the bipartisan bill agree-
ment to fix the border. We will pass 
that. 

The largest majority in this House is 
our bipartisan majority. Bring us these 
bills. We will pass each and every one 
of them, and that is what the American 
people want and need us to do. 

f 

HELP IS ON THE WAY 
(Mr. BEAN of Florida asked and was 

given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. BEAN of Florida. Mr. Speaker, 
the Biden economy has taken its toll 
on Main Streets in northeast Florida 
and all across America. From stores 
struggling, to jobs lost, to limited re-
search and development, to chaotic in-
flation, we are in need of tax relief. 

There is a bill that gives immediate 
tax relief for families, farmers, and 
small businesses, that launches our 
economy forward, and finally ends the 
COVID giveaways. It is projobs, 
protaxpayer, pro-America. 

Mr. Speaker, with the exception of 
Joe Biden, I don’t believe there is an-
other American who genuinely believes 
our Nation is headed in the right direc-
tion. 

I have got good news for America. 
The House has passed the Tax Relief 
for American Families and Workers 
Act. Help is on the way. 

f 

MICHAEL JOSEPH REED’S STRONG 
LEGACY 

(Mr. BISHOP of Georgia asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise to remember a dedicated public 
servant and appropriations policy ad-
viser par excellence, my former chief of 
staff and friend, Michael Joseph Reed. 
Michael transitioned on Monday, Janu-
ary 15. 

Starting as a Presidential manage-
ment intern at the U.S. Department of 
Transportation, he went on to serve 
two prolific congressional appropri-
ators—Congressmen Lou Stokes of 
Ohio and Bill Gray of Pennsylvania. 

When I got a seat on the House Ap-
propriations Committee in 2003, I need-
ed a seasoned specialist and was 
blessed to have Michael Reed join my 
team, first as special assistant, then 
deputy chief of staff, and finally chief 
of staff and senior policy adviser. 

For 18 years I matriculated in the 
Michael Reed school of budgetary pol-
icy. He was a master. Learning the in-
tricacies of ag policy, he became an 
asset to me and was highly respected 
on both sides of the aisle. 

Upon leaving the Hill, he was hon-
ored by the communities and indus-
tries he helped, including the Univer-
sity of Georgia College of Agriculture 
and the Georgia Peanut Commission, 
among others. The research and dis-
aster relief he made possible for Amer-
ican agriculture are among his lasting 
legacies. 

Family and friends will celebrate his 
life in a private ceremony this week. 
We mourn his loss but thank God that 
his legacy of service will endure. 

f 

REMEMBERING MICHAEL JOSEPH 
REED 

(Mr. AUSTIN SCOTT of Georgia 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. AUSTIN SCOTT of Georgia. Mr. 
Speaker, I, too, rise today to honor the 
life and legacy of an exemplary public 
servant and friend, Mr. Michael Joseph 
Reed, who passed away earlier this 
month. 

He spent nearly two decades advising 
my good friend and colleague, Mr. SAN-
FORD BISHOP, until his retirement from 
public service. 

Michael was a shining example of 
dedication and service during his ten-
ure on Capitol Hill, serving in many ca-
pacities to pass legislation and appro-
priations that benefited my great State 
and its citizens, as well as the United 
States of America. 

My wife, Vivien, and I extend our 
deepest sympathies to Michael’s wife, 
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Mrs. Diane Fields Reed, the entire 
Reed family, and the staff of Rep-
resentative BISHOP. 

Mr. Speaker, I will say this one last 
thing about Michael Reed. It didn’t 
matter if you were a Democrat or Re-
publican, especially a Democrat or Re-
publican member of the staff. When 
you had a question about appropria-
tions, it was Michael Reed that you 
called to get the straight answer. If he 
could help you, he would. He was one of 
the most dependable people I have met 
in my life. 

f 

b 1100 

CLOSURE OF THE ST. CROIX AVIS 

(Ms. PLASKETT asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. PLASKETT. Today, I honor the 
St. Croix Avis, our cherished news-
paper, as it has concluded a remarkable 
180-year journey leaving a legacy that 
is both historic and deeply rooted in 
our community. 

Established in 1844, the St. Croix 
Avis was a beacon of enlightenment. It 
laid the foundation for a literate Black 
population. The paper was Black owned 
and Black run, and symbolized not 
only the dissemination of information 
but also the affirmation of the dignity 
of voicing an opinion. 

Over the decades, the Avis has been 
more than a witness to history, it has 
been its scribe. From the era of chattel 
slavery to modern challenges, it has 
chronicled our evolution as a people 
and served as an invaluable source of 
information and engagement in our 
community. 

Let us remember the St. Croix Avis 
for the history it helped write and for 
the critical role it played in our com-
munity’s growth and development. 

I thank Rena and her Dad, Mr. 
Brodhurst, and the previous owners. It 
will forever remain a cherished chapter 
in the story of the Virgin Islands and 
an enduring symbol of our Virgin Is-
lands dignity and pride. 

f 

NOTICE OF INTENTION TO OFFER 
RESOLUTION RAISING A QUES-
TION OF THE PRIVILEGES OF 
THE HOUSE 

Ms. GREENE of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, pursuant to clause 2(a)(1) of rule IX, 
I seek recognition to give notice of my 
intent to raise a question of the privi-
leges of the House. 

The form of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

Censuring Representative ILHAN 
OMAR of Minnesota. 

Whereas, elected Members of Con-
gress take an oath to ‘‘bear true faith 
and allegiance’’ to the United States, 
‘‘without any mental reservation or 
purpose of evasion’’; 

Whereas, Representative ILHAN OMAR 
took an oath of allegiance to the 
United States upon becoming a citizen, 

declaring, ‘‘I absolutely and entirely 
renounce and abjure all allegiance and 
fidelity to any foreign prince, poten-
tate, state, or sovereignty, of whom or 
which I have heretofore been a subject 
or citizen’’; 

Whereas, on January 27, 2024, Rep-
resentative OMAR gave remarks at an 
event in Minneapolis in which she 
made treasonous statements; 

Whereas, Representative OMAR said 
she has spoken to many Somalians who 
asked her to intercede for the Somali 
Government by pressuring the United 
States Government into certain ac-
tions; 

Whereas, Representative OMAR as-
sured the Somalians she spoke to, ‘‘the 
U.S. Government will only do what So-
malians in the U.S. tell them to do. 
They will do what we want and nothing 
else. They must follow our orders and 
that is how we will safeguard the inter-
est of Somalia.’’; 

Whereas, Representative OMAR con-
tinued, ‘‘for as long as I am in the U.S. 
Congress, Somalia will never be in dan-
ger, its waters will not be stolen by 
Ethiopia or others. Sleep in comfort 
knowing I am here to protect the inter-
ests of Somalia from inside the U.S. 
system.’’; 

Whereas, George Washington warned 
in his Farewell Address of 1796 to 
‘‘Guard against the impostures of pre-
tended patriotism’’, and further de-
clared, ‘‘Citizens, by birth or choice, of 
a common country, that country has a 
right to concentrate your affections. 
The name of American, which belongs 
to you in your national capacity, must 
always exalt the just pride of patriot-
ism more than any appellation derived 
from local discriminations’’; 

Whereas, these statements by Rep-
resentative OMAR clearly violate the 
oath she took as an elected Member of 
Congress to defend and protect the 
United States Constitution; 

Whereas, Representative OMAR has 
exhibited the treasonous tendencies 
George Washington warned about, and 
her actions must be condemned by all 
Members of Congress who adhere to the 
oath they took upon assuming office; 
and 

Whereas, by openly admitting her ef-
forts to advance Somalia’s interests 
using her position as a United States 
Representative, Representative OMAR 
has revealed herself to be a foreign 
agent acting on behalf of a foreign gov-
ernment: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, that— 
One, Representative ILHAN OMAR of 

Minnesota be censured; 
Two, Representative ILHAN OMAR 

forthwith present herself in the well of 
the House of Representatives for the 
pronouncement of censure; 

Three, Representative ILHAN OMAR be 
censured with the public reading of 
this resolution by the Speaker; and 

Four, Representative ILHAN OMAR be, 
and is hereby, removed from the Com-
mittee on the Budget and the Com-
mittee on Education and the Work-
force. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
KILEY). Under rule IX, a resolution of-
fered from the floor by a Member other 
than the majority leader or the minor-
ity leader as a question of the privi-
leges of the House has immediate prec-
edence only at a time designated by 
the Chair within 2 legislative days 
after the resolution is properly noticed. 

Pending that designation, the form of 
the resolution noticed by the gentle-
woman from Georgia will appear in the 
RECORD at this point. 

The Chair will not at this point de-
termine whether the resolution con-
stitutes a question of privilege. That 
determination will be made at the time 
designated for consideration of the res-
olution. 

f 

WHY I OPPOSED THE TAX BILL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 9, 2023, the gentlewoman from 
Connecticut (Ms. DELAURO) is recog-
nized for 60 minutes as the designee of 
the minority leader. 

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
say that I was saddened to have to op-
pose the tax bill that the House of Rep-
resentatives passed last evening. I 
could not, in good conscience, vote for 
a deal that so lopsidedly benefits big 
corporations while failing to ensure a 
substantial tax cut to middle and 
working-class families. 

I believe this deal is deeply inequi-
table, and at a time when we have seen 
the greatest rise in inequality when big 
corporations made super profits at the 
expense of the consumer, it is a mock-
ery of whom representative govern-
ment works for. 

This bill delivers massive tax cuts for 
the biggest corporations while denying 
middle-class families the economic se-
curity they had under the expanded 
monthly child tax credit that was 
passed in 2021. 

Let me be unequivocal. This is a re-
versal of the largest middle class tax 
cut in the history of the United States. 
This bill provides billions of dollars in 
tax relief for the wealthy and pennies 
for the poor. This expanded and im-
proved child tax credit which we passed 
in 2021 returns $8 for every dollar spent. 

How? 
Because the child tax credit helps 

children learn more, earn more, and 
grow up healthier, which is why I find 
it upsetting and appalling that we 
would condition a limited extension of 
this life-altering program with a vast 
giveaway to billionaires and corpora-
tions who are already well practiced in 
paying no taxes. 

DISH Network, FedEx, Salesforce, T- 
Mobile, and dozens of others—and I will 
later give you the list of the others, 
Mr. Speaker—these corporations and 
dozens of others paid no Federal in-
come tax from 2018 to 2020 under the 
Trump tax law. 

At a time when big corporations are 
richer than ever, the idea that we must 
evenly split the pot with working and 
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