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support of countless operations and ex-
ercises. 

After he retired from the Air Na-
tional Guard, Colonel Julian worked 
for Knox County as director of human 
resources and then the Blount County 
Highway Department until the day he 
passed away on May 1, 2024. 

Our country’s heroes are the men and 
women of our armed services and 
Armed Forces, Mr. Speaker. It is my 
honor to recognize my dear friend, who 
I miss very much, Colonel Richard 
Clapp Julian, as Tennessee’s Second 
Congressional District’s May 2024 Vet-
eran of the Month. 

We will miss him dearly, and I thank 
him for always being my friend. 

f 

DOMESTIC ENERGY INDEPEND-
ENCE BEGINS IN NORTH-
WESTERN OHIO 

(Ms. KAPTUR asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
applaud a convening that took place 
yesterday at the Toledo-Lucas County 
Public Library in northwestern Ohio. 

We gathered community leaders from 
across our region with representatives 
from the Departments of Energy and 
Treasury, local organizations, busi-
nesses, and municipalities and focused 
on ways our enterprising region can 
think big. 

The Inflation Reduction Act, which 
passed Congress in 2022, is paying huge 
dividends. IRA tax incentives and re-
lated infrastructure support, especially 
the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law, are 
helping to achieve private and public 
sector cooperation and investment to 
fix our roads, produce more affordable 
energy, and improve old water and 
wastewater systems across our vast re-
gion. 

Domestic energy independence begins 
right here in northwestern Ohio. When 
we think big, together we can trans-
form our local economy, attract major 
investments from industry and agri-
culture, and create good-paying, union 
jobs. 

I thank all those who visited our re-
gion. We are prepared for a modernized 
future. We want to use all the tools 
this Congress passed to help to make 
America sustainable. We begin that 
right in northwestern Ohio. Congratu-
lations and onward to all. 

f 

b 1915 

BIDENFLATION COSTS FAMILIES 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, last week, the Joint Eco-
nomic Committee reported that since 
Biden, the average family has seen a 21 
percent increase in prices, resulting in 
$22,000 in costs: $2,500 more in food, 

$4,500 more on housing, $3,400 more in 
energy, and $7,500 more on transpor-
tation. 

Corrupt Judge Merchan continues his 
shameful unprofessionalism to reveal 
all Americans can be targets of judicial 
abuse while his blatant bigotry is re- 
electing Trump. 

Yesterday, my son, the South Caro-
lina Attorney General, hand-delivered 
to the judge an invitation for the judge 
to be my guest at the Trump inaugura-
tion. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops, 
who successfully protected America for 
20 years, as the global war on terrorism 
continues moving from the Afghani-
stan safe haven to America. We do not 
need new border laws. We need to en-
force existing laws. Biden shamefully 
opens the borders for more dictators as 
more 9/11 attacks across America are 
imminent, as repeatedly warned by the 
FBI. 

We are grateful for the life of Gayle 
Averyt. 

f 

GASTON 75TH ANNIVERSARY 

(Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise in honor of the town of 
Gaston, North Carolina, celebrating its 
75th anniversary. 

As the song ‘‘Celebration’’ played in 
the background, I joined Mayor Debo-
rah Lee James, members of the town 
council, and residents from across the 
town to celebrate this amazing mile-
stone. 

There was a parade, maypole wrap-
ping, a drum line, and many fun activi-
ties. Town officials also cut the ribbon 
on the Dwight Hall Ballpark, dem-
onstrating their commitment to its fu-
ture. 

Celebrating Gaston’s rich history and 
seeing the beauty of eastern North 
Carolina was wonderful. 

I am looking forward to celebrating 
many, many, many more years of this 
great town. 

Happy 75th anniversary, Gaston, G– 
75. 

f 

HONORING MACKENZIE CONNELL 

(Mr. CARTER of Georgia asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor Mackenzie 
Connell for being recognized as one of 
the Atlanta Journal-Constitution’s top 
15 high school girl golfers in the State 
of Georgia. 

Mackenzie joins a very elite class of 
young women golfers. This selection 
process is highly competitive and in-
cludes every young woman in the Geor-
gia High School Association. 

Since joining the Pierce County High 
School girls’ golf team, Mackenzie has 
won many prestigious honors. A few of 

these include being named the 2023 
GHSA AA Player of the Year, the 2024 
GHSA AA Area 1 Low Medalist, and a 
two-time 912 Sports Magazine Player of 
the Year. 

In both 2022 and 2023, the Pierce 
County girls’ golf team won back-to- 
back State championships. Mackenzie 
was an integral player on both teams. 
During the 2023 State Championship 
Golf Tournament, she was named the 
GHSA State Low Medalist where she 
shot a tournament low of 73. 

Outside of golf, Mackenzie is recog-
nized as one of the top performing stu-
dents in her class. She boasts a stellar 
GPA and is involved in a whole host of 
extracurricular activities. 

Congratulations to Mackenzie. I look 
forward to seeing all that she will ac-
complish in the future as she continues 
to make our district proud. 

f 

SAFE ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE 
(Mr. KILEY asked and was given per-

mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. KILEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
urge passage of the Ensuring Safe and 
Ethical AI Development Through 
SAFE AI Research Grants Act. This is 
bipartisan legislation that I have intro-
duced. 

Just recently, the company OpenAI 
unveiled the latest chat bot model 
which had some truly amazing new fea-
tures. Yet shortly after that, there was 
an exodus of employees from the com-
pany devoted to safety with one of 
them even saying that this part of the 
company is not receiving the compute 
that it needs to. 

Now, I don’t know if that is true, and 
I don’t know the particulars of what is 
going on in that company, but it does 
underscore the fact that we cannot rely 
or assume that companies are devoting 
the attention to safety issues that they 
should. 

I do think there is a role for the Fed-
eral Government to catalyze cutting- 
edge AI safety research. That is what 
my legislation does, and I think it is of 
the highest urgency that Congress as-
sure that as we look ahead to the lim-
itless potential benefits of AI, that we 
do whatever we can to understand the 
risks and take the steps that we need 
to mitigate them. 

f 

ISSUES OF THE DAY 
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 

D’ESPOSITO). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 9, 2023, the 
gentleman from Wisconsin (Mr. 
GROTHMAN) is recognized for 60 minutes 
as the designee of the majority leader. 

Mr. GROTHMAN. Mr. Speaker, I 
would like to address the House and 
talk about four issues that, per usual, I 
think have not been adequately cov-
ered by our mainstream press corps. 

The first issue I would like to deal 
with is their treatment in their public 
statements by the University of Wis-
consin-Milwaukee, which is the second 
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biggest university in the State of Wis-
consin, towards what is going on in 
Israel. 

They, I think in part because of some 
Palestinian sympathizers who set up 
tents on their campus, felt compelled 
to make an issue on what American 
foreign policy or at least UWM’s for-
eign policy is. 

To my great concern and great em-
barrassment, they have decided to, in 
their statement, condemn Israel. Also, 
in addition, to condemning Israel, they 
called on Israel to begin a cease-fire in 
the Middle East. 

If you read their statement, Mr. 
Speaker, it is apparent that there is 
some equivalence between Israel and 
what could be called Palestine, or even 
treating Palestine in a superior posi-
tion there. This is completely unac-
ceptable, and it is, sadly, something 
that is seen too much on university 
campuses. 

The thing that makes this uniquely 
horrible is it is coming from the ad-
ministration. It is bad enough if run-of- 
the-mill faculty members of univer-
sities around the country can’t figure 
out the obvious difference between 
right and wrong here. It is particularly 
disturbing that the administration 
itself has a problem distinguishing 
that. 

Israel was attacked, and over 1,000 
people were killed in the most blood-
thirsty and callous way possible. Israel 
responded to this declaration of war by 
trying to, as carefully as possible, get 
rid of the Hamas fighters who had tried 
to destroy them and recapture hos-
tages that at least are claimed to be 
hidden probably in tunnels beneath the 
Gaza community. 

There is a huge difference between 
the countries. Israel is a modern West-
ern, humane country. It is a country 
with lots of mosques that has a very di-
verse population. Mr. Speaker, you will 
notice when the over 1,000 people were 
murdered and taken hostage, people 
from Thailand and the Phillipines were 
in Israel. They are trying to get people 
from Ecuador in Israel. People are 
coming from all around the globe for 
an opportunity to work in Israel. 

Meanwhile, Gaza, like too many, 
sadly, Third World countries, is a cor-
rupt state in which, despite receiving 
billions of dollars from foreign coun-
tries, primarily in Europe, is still 
stuck in the muck. It is a country that 
has no synagogues in it. There is not 
the appreciation for freedom of religion 
in Gaza like there is in Israel. 

The people who run Gaza have been 
corrupt. The leaders have sometimes 
been in Qatar and sometimes been in 
Turkiye. The ancestors of Yasser 
Arafat, who ran Palestine during much 
of my life, wound up in Paris. The peo-
ple who get the money here don’t even 
stay in Gaza. It is a country, by the 
way, that would be well-run and would 
be prosperous. It is located on the Med-
iterranean Sea. It was formerly a place 
where people came to recreate and was 
a tourist spot. It was a place that used 

to have greenhouses that were left be-
hind by the Jews when they had to go 
back to Israel and were destroyed by 
the people in Palestine. 

In any event, we have to weigh in as 
a country and wake up as far as what 
is going on in our universities. 

Why do we have universities? 
Some of the American public will 

overwhelmingly figure out whom they 
should have sympathy for. Nonethe-
less, in the University of Wisconsin- 
Milwaukee, the administration clearly 
had more sympathy with Hamas than 
they did with Israel, which is some-
thing of great concern. 

Another thing of great concern is 
when they had to deal with the appar-
ent crisis of having tents in their uni-
versity, they felt compelled to nego-
tiate with the squeaky people who 
sympathized with the barbaric Hamas 
military and didn’t even talk to people 
who have had a vested interest and ap-
parently didn’t talk to people who had 
a vested interest in looking out for 
Israel, which, after all, is fighting for 
its existence. 

If Israel would immediately pull out 
of Gaza, what would happen? 

It would allow the Hamas group to 
replenish their arms and to regroup 
and to someday attack Israel again 5 
years, 10 years, 15 years down the line. 

So, in any event, I realize the Univer-
sity of Wisconsin-Milwaukee is not as 
well-known academically as Harvard or 
MIT or Northwestern or some of these 
other universities that embarrass 
themselves, but I hope the public is 
paying attention to what is going on in 
the University of Wisconsin-Mil-
waukee. 

I hope the taxpayers are paying at-
tention, and I hope the chancellor who 
has made some admission that what he 
did was maybe not right, would take a 
bolder stance and say that his univer-
sity is not going to weigh in or give 
any sympathy towards Hamas, particu-
larly so soon after they so barbarically 
killed over 1,000 Israelis. 

My second issue today is that within 
the last few weeks, we received, one 
more time, the monthly totals on the 
number of migrants who came across 
our southern border. One more time, it 
is true almost as far back as you can 
find, the numbers for April were a sub-
stantial increase over last April and a 
huge increase over the final April 
under Donald Trump. 

During the final April under Donald 
Trump, April 2020, about 6,000 people 
crossed the border. Last April about 
178,000 people crossed the border. We 
are now at 204,000. So it has been a 
huge increase, from 178,000 to 204,000 
people. This is obviously unacceptable. 

That increase is understated because 
what President Biden has done to hold 
down the numbers is he gives parole to 
people who are coming here from Cuba 
and Haiti, which probably would add 
another 30,000 people to this list, ex-
cept for it is not included on the num-
bers released. So the American public 
and the American press should keep 

paying attention to what is going on at 
the border. 

The biggest problem in our country, 
if our country goes under, our great 
country, I think is we anticipate a free 
press, but to have a free press and have 
it count for something, it has to be a 
competent press. When the numbers 
were released a couple weeks ago, I 
think it was within the last week, on 
the number of people who crossed the 
border from April, it should have been 
a banner headline in every newspaper 
in this country. 

b 1930 

Every 10 o’clock news station around 
the country should have led with the 
story that we had another all-time 
record for an April as far as people 
coming across the southern border—in-
stead, nothing. They should have 
pointed out that, one more time, we 
have just shy of 6,000 unaccompanied 
minors. 

There was a time when the press 
corps cared a little bit about breaking 
apart families. 

Now, when a 16- or 15-year-old shows 
up at the southern border, what does 
our administration do? Nothing. For 
all we know, that child is never going 
to see his parents again. Who knows 
what his motive is for showing up at 
the border, but nothing is done. Our ad-
ministration is settling in where we ex-
pect if a young person crosses the bor-
der without their parents, we will find 
them a sponsor, and they will stay 
here. 

Quite frankly, what our administra-
tion ought to be doing is, even if a 
child shows up at the border with one 
parent—in this country, in a divorce 
case, we will frequently try to keep 
both parents in touch with the child. 
So, at the southern border, even if a 
child shows up with one parent, they 
ought to be turned around unless we 
can document where the other parent 
is and that they are signing off on this 
situation. 

Again, I strongly encourage the press 
corps to pay more attention to the bor-
der. 

By the way, I want to make one more 
statement with regard to the situation 
with Israel. There are people who are 
horrified—and it is horrific—when peo-
ple die in this war. The war could be 
ended by Hamas at any time. At any 
time, they could say they surrender, 
here are their arms, here are where you 
are going to find the tunnels, here are 
where the hostages are held. The war 
would be over tomorrow. 

People do die in the explosions and 
bombings that take place there. I think 
that there should be a little more at-
tention paid by the protesters before 
they condemn Israel to see how this 
country reacted when we felt it was 
necessary to bomb population centers 
when war was declared on the United 
States during World War II. 

I suggest sympathizers with Hamas 
look a little bit at the Dresden 
firebombings and the bombings in 
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Tokyo. That was before we got to the 
nuclear bombings in Hiroshima and Na-
gasaki. Even with traditional bombs in 
Dresden and Tokyo, you will find, I 
think, more horrific things happened 
than anything that is happening near 
Hamas. Not to mention, the Israelis 
had been incredibly careful—much 
more careful than we were in Tokyo 
and Dresden—about warning civilians 
and trying to keep them out of harm’s 
way. 

If anybody in this body wants more 
sympathy or wants to condemn Israel, 
I suggest they look at how we handled 
the situation when we were bombing 
Japan and Germany toward the end of 
World War II—by the way, at a time 
when the conclusion of the war was, to 
a certain extent, already determined. 

The third issue that I believe has not 
been adequately addressed in the 
paper—and when I get back on the 
weekends, I try to talk to people about 
it; they have no clue—is the fact that 
we have recently begun collecting in-
formation regarding Middle Eastern 
people and people from North Africa 
for a variety of purposes. 

I think people believe that by keep-
ing track of these people, we will even-
tually give them the benefits of affirm-
ative action-type programs or diversity 
sort of programs. Prior to this, which 
was only approved in the last few 
weeks, we gave potential preferences to 
Hispanic Americans, African Ameri-
cans, Native Americans, Asians—quite 
frankly, we give preferences whether 
you are American or not, just Asians 
who are here—and Pacific Islanders. 

The Biden administration, the most 
divisive administration in this coun-
try’s history, felt that wasn’t enough. I 
think even without showing a need, 
they have decided to add Middle East-
ern and North African people to the 
mix. 

If you look at a map of the world, 
right now, Pakistanis already have po-
tential preference, but that ends at the 
Pakistan-Iran border. 

What they have done is taken any-
body who lives between the Pakistan- 
Iran border over to the Atlantic Ocean, 
over to Morocco, and said they have 
the potential for preferences. 

My guess is it would mean that, right 
now, if you come here and open a busi-
ness, and your ancestry is from these 
countries, you would, therefore, for ex-
ample, get preferences in government 
contracting. You may get preferences 
for the purpose of government hiring. 
You may get preferences for govern-
ment bidding. 

In any event, I think there should 
have been a lot of discussion in the 
news media before we added another 
huge bloc of people who, as a practical 
matter, were going to get preferences 
over the native-born. 

Making this decision even more bi-
zarre, I think the two rationales for af-
firmative action—neither of which I 
agree with, by the way—were either be-
cause something bad happened to peo-
ple in this country maybe 100 years ago 

or that this group maybe statistically 
was not doing as well when measured 
by economic metrics. 

Here, people from the Middle East 
and North Africa largely have not im-
migrated to this country until the last 
30 or 40 years, so you couldn’t say that 
there has been historical discrimina-
tion here. Not only that, at least with 
regard to people from Iran, they are 
doing much better than the native- 
born. 

If people from Iran who are doing a 
great job in this country and adding a 
lot to the United States are making 
more money than the native-born, why 
would the government go out of its 
way to say they are going to get pref-
erences for government contracting? 

Even more bizarre, like all pref-
erences under these programs, is they 
don’t care how wealthy you are. I can 
be here. We will say I am from Mo-
rocco. If I inherited $10 million from 
my parents, I still would be helped or 
given a preference because of my eth-
nicity, despite the fact that I am wild-
ly wealthy. It doesn’t really make any 
sense. 

You self-identify, so you could have 
somebody who is three quarters Irish 
and one quarter Moroccan, and they 
would be able to identify as North Afri-
can and get preferences. 

The biggest problem is that it con-
tinues the Biden policy of trying to 
create division in Americans. They 
want people to view themselves forever 
as not just an American, as we did 
when I was a child, but for forever as: 
I am Hispanic American. I am an Asian 
American. I am picked on. 

This is a way to, I believe, destroy 
America. I think that is why the Biden 
administration is going down this path. 

I do think, coming back to the main-
stream media, we should ask ourselves 
why I have a hard time finding any-
body back in my district who is aware 
that we have recently given pref-
erences to this whole new body of peo-
ple, which is a significant policy 
change. If we had a competent press 
corps in this country, it is something 
everybody would be aware of, and we 
would have had a public discussion 
about. 

The final topic, which I don’t think 
has been discussed enough, is the goal 
to have two-thirds of our vehicles be 
electric vehicles by 2032. 

I recently bought a car, a Ford Es-
cape, and it occurs to me now that it is 
not impossible that this will be the 
final normal car I will ever own. 

There are a lot of things that can be 
said about electric cars, but almost all 
of them are bad. My major concern— 
though there are others, as well—is 
that they are more expensive. When I 
talk to my insurance agent, he tells me 
the cost of auto insurance with an elec-
tric car could easily be up more than 50 
percent. There are other sources who 
don’t say it will be that high, but I 
think everybody would agree it will be 
at least a 20 or 30 percent increase in 
the cost of auto insurance. 

This, at a time, where due to the ex-
cessive spending of the Biden adminis-
tration, the cost of housing is through 
the roof and the cost of food is through 
the roof. Well, guess what? The cost of 
a car is about to go up. I am told the 
cost of a new pickup could go up $20,000 
as we switch to electric cars. The cost 
of insurance is going up. 

In addition to that, we have the prob-
lems that our infrastructure is not 
even remotely ready for electric vehi-
cles and the problems you are going to 
have in which you are not able to drive 
as many miles. I happen to be from 
Wisconsin, where the huge problem will 
be trying to get these things charged 
when it is 10 degrees below outside. 

In any event, it is something for this 
body to pay attention to and to warn 
our constituents about so they are 
aware that as they set aside money for 
a new car—I think it is a smart thing 
to set aside money so you don’t go into 
debt—you are going to have to set 
aside extra money if you plan on buy-
ing a new car more than 8 years from 
now. It is just one more cost that is 
going to make it more difficult for 
young Americans to join the middle 
class and prepare for the American 
Dream. 

In summary, I mentioned the four 
issues I wish the press would pay atten-
tion to. 

In the Wisconsin area, the University 
of Wisconsin at Milwaukee came out 
with a ridiculous press release, which 
they have tried to modify, but nowhere 
near enough, in which they imply that 
Israel has to do something as far as 
ending the war in the Middle East, not, 
apparently, Hamas, the brutal people 
who killed many Israelis a little over 
half a year ago now. 

The second issue to look at is that, 
one more time, we have a record num-
ber of people coming here for a month, 
a record number of people coming 
across the border in April, at a time, 
by the way, when we are hitting in 4- 
year increments records of people 
being sworn in as immigrants legally. 
It is not like nobody is coming in here, 
but I think the American public ought 
to be appalled that, one more time, in 
April 2024, we hit an all-time record for 
people coming here in April. 

The third issue almost entirely unre-
ported in the mainstream media is the 
fact that we apparently are going to 
give preferences to people from North 
Africa, Libya, Algeria, whatever, over 
to the Middle East, Syria, Iran, as far 
as government contracting and prob-
ably government employment. I don’t 
know if it is something we can undo if 
we get a different President, but it is 
certainly very divisive. 

With it comes the bureaucracy that 
will forever tell people from North Af-
rica and the Middle East that they 
should identify not just as American 
but a Middle Eastern American or a 
North African American. 

Finally, I hope the press, as the clock 
winds down to 2032, warns Americans 
what they are going to have to expect 
as far as driving a new electric vehicle. 
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Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 

of my time. 
f 

REMEMBERING GEORGE FLOYD 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 9, 2023, the gentleman from Illi-
nois (Mr. JACKSON) is recognized for 60 
minutes as the designee of the minor-
ity leader. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. JACKSON of Illinois. Mr. Speak-

er, I ask unanimous consent that all 
Members may have 5 legislative days 
in which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material 
on the subject of the Special Order 
hour. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. JACKSON of Illinois. Mr. Speak-

er, I yield myself such time as I may 
consume. 

Mr. Speaker, it is now my privilege 
to address you. 

In the play ‘‘Julius Caesar,’’ Mark 
Antony proclaims: ‘‘What cause with-
holds you then to mourn for him?’’ 

I rise tonight because this is our 
question today. By what measure and 
according to what standard might we 
allow this week to slip between our fin-
gers and not remember what happened 
on a street in Minneapolis on May 25? 
What in all creation would justify our 
forgetting a collective unconscious-
ness? 

We are summoned into this Chamber 
tonight because George Floyd should 
be alive today. He should be enjoying 
the matriculation of his daughter from 
one grade to the next. He should be liv-
ing out his days under the protections 
afforded to every American citizen, 
such as the presumption of innocence, 
equal protection under the law, and all 
the Eighth Amendment rights against 
cruel and unusual punishment. 

b 1945 

Tragically, none of what ought to be 
is true in the case of Mr. George Floyd. 
George Floyd is not alive, George 
Floyd was not protected, and George 
Floyd was not a victim of just bigotry 
and neglect. He was killed by the very 
institution employed to ensure his 
safety. 

This is what happens when people 
don’t see you as being someone and 
something worthy of protection. This 
is what happens when you are viewed 
as a threat and Blackness is seen as a 
problem and not as a gift to the world. 
Indeed, what happened to Mr. George 
Floyd over a $20 alleged bill—they said 
there was a $20 bill that was counter-
feited—that had the assistance of five 
officers dressed in uniform, in broad 
daylight, to suffocate him. No one 
would ever know what happened to the 
alleged $20 fraudulent bill. 

What happened to George Floyd is a 
predictable outcome when the country 
you live in would rather build prisons 

than reimagine schools, would rather 
blame poverty on the poor but never 
question the gluttony of the rich, and 
would rather ignore the persistent evil 
of racism as if the record of our inabil-
ity to honor each other’s humanity had 
not already resulted in tragedy and 
death. 

The beaches of American history are 
cluttered with the bleached bones of 
the innocent, needlessly slaughtered on 
the battlefield of this Nation’s pre-
occupation with subjugation and ha-
tred. I remind Members that Mr. 
George Floyd died in the new millen-
nium. This isn’t some type of tragedy I 
am talking about from a century ago. 
This was the new millennium, and 
George Floyd deserves to be alive 
today. 

What happened to Mr. George Floyd 
is the rhyme that makes history, it 
makes whatever we fail to be honest 
about: racism, militarism, and, indeed, 
a destructive system. 

We have gathered here today to an-
swer Mark Antony’s question. There is 
no cause, and there are no foreseeable 
circumstances that would compel us to 
forget what happened to Mr. George 
Floyd. 

George Floyd was murdered by a po-
lice officer who refused to see the hu-
manity of the helpless, who refused to 
see the humanity of a handcuffed man, 
who refused to see a man gasping for 
his last breath with a knee wedged on 
his back while suffocating him and im-
periled. I say to Members: Anyone born 
of a woman should have been able to 
identify with the pleading of George 
Floyd not to lose his life. 

Mr. Floyd asked for his mother as he 
gasped his last breath. One does not 
need a graduate degree in ethics, mo-
rality, or philosophy to have been 
moved by the elegy of George Floyd. 
Not only does this event say something 
about the totalitarian impulses of po-
licing in America, but it also says 
something about the kind of Nation we 
have allowed ourselves to become. 

We have also allowed certain polit-
ical influences to compel us to see each 
other as enemies and not merely as ad-
versaries. We have allowed resentment 
to determine how we respond to one 
another and not what is required of us 
if we are to survive. 

This week also presents us with a 
golden opportunity that we cannot ig-
nore. The painful anniversary of the 
murder of George Floyd presents us 
with a chance to not only recommit 
ourselves to the eradication of racism 
and police-sponsored violence in Amer-
ica, but it also reminds us that there is 
a piece of legislation pending in the 
Senate that needs to be passed right 
away. 

The George Floyd Justice in Policing 
Act deserves to be taken under consid-
eration by every United States Senator 
immediately because not reforming 
how Black people are policed in this 
country will render the murder of 
George Floyd a tragedy, but nothing 
more. I say to my colleagues today: 

Why settle for a tragedy when we can 
pass the George Floyd Justice in Polic-
ing Act and we can make a new begin-
ning. We have it within our power to 
make sure that what happened on May 
25, 2020, just 4 years ago, never happens 
again. 

We have it within our reach to lift 
America from the fatigue of despair to 
the buoyancy of hope. Every Member of 
the United States Senate has a moral 
obligation to reconsider and, indeed, 
pass the George Floyd Justice in Polic-
ing Act and not hide behind the poli-
tics of our respective parties. 

The question before us is a simple 
one: Do my colleagues want our be-
loved and great country to be a place 
that is safe and fit for our children to 
forge a future without fear and the 
prospect of indiscriminate hate and vi-
olence? 

If the answer is yes, then let us work 
toward getting together to ensure that 
we will never again be driven into this 
Chamber to remember the death of in-
nocence. 

If the answer is yes, then let us 
choose a more excellent way. 

If the answer is yes, then let us not 
be weary in well doing, for in due sea-
son we will reap what we have sown if 
we faint not. 

Mr. Speaker, it is so important that, 
today, we remember those from Cen-
tral Park, the innocent young men who 
were tortured into a false confession. 
They received no mercy 35 years ago. 
They received no recognition by a 
former President 35 years later. Those 
young men had their lives turned up-
side down when they were accused of a 
hateful, vengeful attack and rape—in-
deed, it was done by a person who had 
been convicted of such. Yet, this man 
asked for these men to be given the 
death penalty, and these were teen-
agers who had been found innocent. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentle-
woman from Michigan (Ms. TLAIB). 

Ms. TLAIB. Mr. Speaker, I thank the 
gentleman, my wonderful colleague 
from Illinois, who continues to speak 
truth to power, especially around po-
lice violence. 

Mr. Speaker, George Floyd’s life 
mattered. We all know and keep chant-
ing, Black lives matter, but we have to 
show it in action. 

Today, I am thinking of George 
Floyd’s daughter, Gianna, who will 
grow up without him. I can still hear 
George Floyd crying out for his mama, 
yelling: ‘‘I can’t breathe,’’ more than 20 
times while he was murdered by police, 
pleading for his life for 9 minutes and 
29 seconds. His murder and the count-
less others in the hands of police 
sparked outrage, mobilization, and 
movements for change. 

I saw with my own eyes, right here 
on this House floor, watching Repub-
licans and Democrats come together 
and passing the George Floyd Justice 
in Policing Act while it went to the 
Senate to die. 

His murder and the countless others 
in the hands of police require us all to 
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