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service and sacrifice. Today and every 
day we honor their commitment, brav-
ery, and selflessness in protecting and 
serving our communities. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank the men and 
women in blue. 

PAYING TRIBUTE TO DR. RALPH GUERRERO 
SABLAN 

Mr. MOYLAN. Mr. Speaker, today I 
rise to pay tribute to an influential fig-
ure from my district who has made ex-
traordinary contributions to the field 
of medicine, the late Dr. Ralph Guer-
rero Sablan. 

Dr. Sablan sadly left this Earth sev-
eral weeks ago and was well known 
throughout Guam as a talented physi-
cian through his exceptional skills, 
compassionate care, and unwavering 
dedication to his patients. 

Dr. Sablan became interested in med-
icine after experiencing a life-threat-
ening situation early in life. His uncle, 
Dr. Ramon Sablan, who was the first 
Chamorro physician, saved his life. 
This incident instilled in him a lifelong 
passion for pursuing a career in medi-
cine. 

Upon completing medical school, Dr. 
Sablan joined the United States Navy. 
He was stationed at the U.S. Naval 
Hospital in San Diego and provided 
medical services at Camp Pendleton. 
He was soon transferred to the U.S. 
Naval Hospital on Guam. 

From 1968 to 1969, Dr. Sablan was de-
ployed to Vietnam where he served in 
Da Nang and Saigon. He received the 
National Defense Service Medal, the 
Vietnam Service Medal, and the Navy 
Unit Commendation. Upon request 
from Delegate Antonio B. Won Pat, Dr. 
Sablan was reassigned to U.S. Naval 
Hospital in Guam in 1970. 

After 20 years of service, Dr. Sablan 
retired from Guam’s U.S. Naval Hos-
pital. In his last tour of duty, he served 
as the executive officer and chief of 
clinical services. Following that, he 
practiced an additional 30 years as the 
sole dermatologist for Guam, the Com-
monwealth of the Northern Mariana Is-
lands, and Micronesia. 

As a skilled and distinguished physi-
cian on the island of Guam, Dr. Sablan 
has been a shining example of loyal de-
votion to duty and service. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to honor 
him today and pay tribute to his exem-
plary military service, leadership, and 
life’s work to the people of Guam. 

May he rest in peace. 
f 

CELEBRATING THE CONTRIBU-
TIONS OF THE XI LAMBDA CHAP-
TER OF ALPHA PHI ALPHA FRA-
TERNITY, INC., ON ITS CENTEN-
NIAL ANNIVERSARY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Illinois (Mr. DAVIS) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to honor and pay tribute to 
the numerous accomplishments and in-
fluences of the Xi Lambda chapter of 
Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity based in 
Chicago, Illinois. 

As we all know, Alpha Phi Alpha Fra-
ternity stands as the oldest and largest 
fraternity for African-American men in 
the United States. As one of the most 
renowned chapters of the Alpha Phi 
Alpha Fraternity, the Xi Lambda chap-
ter proudly celebrates its centennial 
anniversary today, May 15, 2024. As a 
proud Alpha myself, I commend my 
brothers wholeheartedly on this monu-
mental milestone. 

Established on May 15, 1924, in Chi-
cago, Illinois, by 22 community and or-
ganizational leaders, including Dr. 
Henry Callis, a founding member of the 
national Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, 
the Xi Lambda chapter has become one 
of the largest and most prestigious 
chapters in the world. Since its incep-
tion, the Xi Lambda chapter has made 
significant educational, social, finan-
cial, and cultural contributions to the 
city of Chicago and its surrounding 
areas. 

For example, the Xi Lambda chapter 
operates both local and national pro-
grams, such as the Xi Lambda Edu-
cational Foundation that encourages 
the education of our Nation’s youth 
through scholarships and mentorships. 

Additionally, as leaders and pioneers 
of our communities, the members of 
the Xi Lambda chapter established a 
computer lab school for inner-city 
youth back in the 1980s, well before the 
advent of mainstream computer usage. 
For decades, the chapter has also fo-
cused on eradicating the disenfran-
chisement and suppression of Black 
voters through its A Voteless People is 
a Hopeless People voter empowerment 
campaign. 

Currently, the Xi Lambda chapter 
serves as the home chapter of the sit-
ting general president of Alpha Phi 
Alpha Fraternity, Inc., Dr. Willis L. 
Lonzer III, and notable business leaders 
including: John H. Johnson, Tom 
Burrell, Paul King, and Robert King. 

The Xi Lambda chapter also proudly 
claims many members who have served 
in the U.S. judicial system, as well as 
in the Congress, such as Senator Ro-
land Burris and Representatives Wil-
liam Dawson, Bennett Stewart, and 
Ralph Metcalfe. Other notables of Xi 
Lambda chapter include: Jesse Owens, 
John Hope Franklin, and E. Franklin 
Frazier. 

It is worth noting that presently in 
the city of Chicago there are 23 public 
buildings named in honor of Xi Lambda 
brothers, including schools, parks, and 
the downtown Federal courthouse that 
is named for Ralph Metcalfe. 

Mr. Speaker, in closing, I applaud the 
contributions, leadership, and service 
the Xi Lambda chapter of Alpha Phi 
Alpha has provided to our commu-
nities, country, and the world at large 
over the past 100 years or more, all of 
the accomplishments that I expressed. 
I express my strong support in recog-
nizing May 15, 2024, as Alpha Phi Alpha 
Xi Lambda Chapter Day in the United 
States of America. 

RECOGNIZING HUNTER GRIFFITHS 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Arizona (Mrs. LESKO) for 5 minutes. 

Mrs. LESKO. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize someone whose 
service has been important to the wel-
fare of constituents in Arizona’s 
Eighth Congressional District, Hunter 
Griffiths. 

I appreciate Hunter’s dedicated serv-
ice to the Eighth District as a commu-
nity outreach liaison in my Surprise, 
Arizona, District Office. In just a short 
period of time, Hunter built relation-
ships with stakeholders and constitu-
ents across the district. As Hunter 
interacted with the community, he 
educated constituents on our available 
services and connected them to critical 
casework services that aided in the of-
fice’s ability to return nearly $400,000 
directly to constituents. 

I thank Hunter for his service to the 
Eighth Congressional District. His 
dedication and determination were 
critical to the success of our con-
stituent service programs and im-
proved the lives of those living in the 
District. 

RECOGNIZING MAYOR SKIP HALL 
Mrs. LESKO. Mr. Speaker, I rise 

today to recognize someone whose 
commitment to public service and to 
their community will stand the test of 
time, Surprise, Arizona, Mayor Skip 
Hall. 

Mayor Hall began his life of public 
service as a member of the city of Sur-
prise Planning and Zoning Commission 
before running for city councilman in 
April 2008. He went on to be reelected 
in 2009 before being redistricted and 
being elected again in August 2018. 

While serving as a city councilman, 
Hall also began his time in the mayor’s 
office where he served as vice mayor in 
2011 and 2014. In November of 2018, he 
was chosen to fill a vacancy by the 
Surprise City Council and began his 
mayoral tenure. 

Since becoming mayor, Hall has gen-
erated budget surpluses, restored fiscal 
health to the city, and has made Sur-
prise, Arizona, the thriving community 
it is today. He has even brought thou-
sands of new jobs to the city through 
investments from Amazon and more. 

Mayor Hall has accomplished all 
these things while maintaining strong 
public safety, increasing water sustain-
ability, and strengthening the city’s 
infrastructure. His impact on the city 
of Surprise cannot be overstated, and 
he will be dearly missed when his term 
ends in December. 

On behalf of Arizona’s Eighth Con-
gressional District, I thank Mayor Hall 
for his years of service. 

RECOGNIZING MAYOR JASON BECK 
Mrs. LESKO. Mr. Speaker, I rise 

today to recognize a strong leader in 
Arizona whose commitment to Amer-
ica and his community has set a re-
markable example, mayor of Peoria, 
Mayor Jason Beck. 

Mayor Beck began his career as a 
Marine Corps reservist before going on 
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May 15, 2024 Congressional Record
Correction To Page H3213
On May 15, 2024, page H3213, in the second column, the following appeared: 
proud Alpha myself, I commend my bothers wholeheartedly on this monumental milestone. 

The online version has been corrected to read: 
proud Alpha myself, I commend my brothers wholeheartedly on this monumental milestone.
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to found Diamond Tactical and eventu-
ally founding and becoming CEO of 
TYR Tactical, the leading global man-
ufacturer of tactical gear and equip-
ment for military and law enforce-
ment. 

While successfully leading his com-
pany as CEO, Beck also began his ca-
reer as in public service when he an-
nounced his run for Peoria mayor on a 
promise of realizing Peoria’s full po-
tential. 

In realizing this potential, Mayor 
Beck has secured increased funding for 
Peoria’s fire and medical departments 
and added more law enforcement posi-
tions. 

Mayor Beck’s accomplishments for 
the city have made Peoria somewhere 
people are proud to be from, proud to 
work in, and proud to raise a family. 
As a Peoria resident, I applaud his 
commitment to our community. 

b 1100 

HONORING ARIZONA’S POLICE OFFICERS 
Mrs. LESKO. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 

honor Arizona’s police officers. They 
are honorable men and women who pro-
tect us each and every day. 

I promise I will always fight against 
the defund our police movement. I 
promise I will protect qualified immu-
nity for our law enforcement. I promise 
that I will always stand with the men 
and women in blue. 

f 

PROTECTING LOCAL LAW 
ENFORCEMENT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Minnesota (Ms. CRAIG) for 5 minutes. 

Ms. CRAIG. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
nearly 3 months since Burnsville lost 
Police Officers Matthew Ruge and Paul 
Elmstrand and Firefighter-Paramedic 
Adam Finseth in the line of duty. 

They answered a domestic call early 
one Sunday morning, where seven chil-
dren were being held inside a home by 
an armed gunman. A tactical vehicle 
from the city of Rosemount was a crit-
ical part of the emergency response 
that day. 

Look at these photos beside me. Take 
a long look at these photos. Forty-one 
shots from a gunman’s rifle hit this ve-
hicle as officers from Rosemount and 
Apple Valley tried to help their broth-
ers. We may have had even more injury 
and, God forbid, death that day with-
out this vehicle. 

It was 3 months ago when I stood on 
the House floor and pledged to honor 
Matthew, Paul, and Adam’s lives by 
giving the first responders who keep 
our communities safe the support they 
need on the ground. That is why, 
today, I am introducing the Protect 
Local Law Enforcement Act, a bill that 
would allow local law enforcement to 
purchase vehicles like the one used in 
Burnsville with Federal funds, which is 
currently restricted by the Federal 
Government. 

Law enforcement’s multiple missions 
are harder and more dangerous than 

ever before. They are routinely put in 
harm’s way. This National Police 
Week, let’s honor them by protecting 
them. 

Mr. Speaker, this bill will save lives, 
and I ask my colleagues on both sides 
of the aisle to support it. 

f 

THANKING THE LAW 
ENFORCEMENT COMMUNITY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
BACON). The Chair recognizes the gen-
tleman from Kansas (Mr. MANN) for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. MANN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the brave men and women 
who wear the badge and put their lives 
on the line to serve us, protect us, and 
keep our communities safe. I proudly 
back our women and men in blue, and 
National Police Week is an opportunity 
for our Nation to come together and 
thank the law enforcement commu-
nity. 

According to a recent study, 58 per-
cent of Americans believe reducing 
crime should be a top priority for the 
President and Congress to address, yet 
some Washington Democrats maintain 
their calls to defund the police. 

We must reject that nonsense and 
support the brave men and women who 
serve on the front line by collecting ac-
curate data to address the rise in 
antipolice attacks, empowering law en-
forcement to detain any illegal immi-
grant charged with or convicted of as-
saulting a law enforcement officer, and 
ensuring our officers have access to a 
variety of mental health services as 
they bear the weight of protecting 
their neighbors and our communities. 

This body will have the opportunity 
to offer that support this week by vot-
ing ‘‘yes’’ on bills that will do just 
that. 

Americans deserve to live in an envi-
ronment that is safe and secure. It is 
not lost on me that our law enforce-
ment plays the most significant role in 
securing and defending that safety. We 
are grateful. 

EVERY STATE IN AMERICA IS A BORDER STATE 
Mr. MANN. Mr. Speaker, 370 days 

ago, this body passed the Secure the 
Border Act of 2023. After President 
Biden’s policies created the worst hu-
manitarian crisis in our Nation’s his-
tory, House Republicans rallied to-
gether to end the crisis and secure the 
southern border. 

Sadly, some Washington Democrats 
are more loyal to progressive activists 
than to keeping Americans safe. My 
colleagues on the other side of the aisle 
would rather leave the border wide 
open than consider our legislation. In 
the meantime, America suffers. 

Since House Republicans passed H.R. 
2, there have been more than 2.1 mil-
lion encounters with illegal immi-
grants trying to enter the country at 
the southern border. Nearly 120 of 
those individuals’ names appear on the 
terrorist watch list, and almost 33,000 
of them have some sort of criminal 
background. 

In the past year alone, our Border 
Patrol agents have seized enough 
fentanyl to kill 3.8 billion people. That 
is the entire population of the United 
States, China, India, Indonesia, Paki-
stan, Nigeria, and Brazil combined. 

It doesn’t matter what the White 
House says. The numbers don’t lie. 
President Biden’s policies are failing, 
and our country is less secure because 
of it. 

Under President Biden, every State 
in America is a border State. Kansas 
and the Big First feel that, and that is 
why they are so concerned about Presi-
dent Biden’s border crisis. 

In my commitment to the Big First, 
I pledged that I would fight for a na-
tion that is secure and work to end the 
crisis at the border. That commitment 
is one of the reasons why I supported 
H.R. 2. 

Rather than working with House Re-
publicans to fix the President’s crisis, 
Senate Democrats have decided to let 
H.R. 2 just sit in the legislative grave-
yard. In the meantime, Mexican cartels 
are more empowered while more drugs 
and more crime pour into our country 
over the border. 

Mr. Speaker, Americans deserve bet-
ter than this. Our children deserve to 
live in a country where they are safe 
and secure. It is beyond time for Presi-
dent Biden to work with House Repub-
licans to secure the southern border. 
Enough is enough. 

f 

ELIMINATE BARRIERS TO REPORT-
ING SEXUAL ASSAULT AND HAR-
ASSMENT IN THE COAST GUARD 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Connecticut (Mr. COURTNEY) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. COURTNEY. Mr. Speaker, last 
night, the U.S. House of Representa-
tives voted in an overwhelming major-
ity, 376–16, to pass H.R. 7659, the Coast 
Guard Authorization Act. 

This critical measure, which Con-
gress approves every 2 years, author-
izes Coast Guard procurement pro-
grams, such as Coast Guard ship-
building, which is so necessary in 
terms of carrying out the Coast 
Guard’s mission both at home and 
overseas, and also makes prudent ad-
justments to shoreside infrastructure, 
including the U.S. Coast Guard Acad-
emy, which is located in my district in 
New London, Connecticut. 

Mr. Speaker, unfortunately, in 2023, 
the press discovered that there was an 
investigation that the Coast Guard in-
ternally conducted over a number of 
years, tracking and identifying an un-
acceptable and really outrageous 
amount of sexual harassment and even 
sexual abuse that was happening on the 
campus. The report, which the new 
Commandant, Admiral Fagan, did re-
lease publicly, describes a totally unac-
ceptable situation, which this Coast 
Guard authorization bill does address. 

Specifically, the bill includes H.R. 
5249, the Coast Guard Academy Safe-to- 
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